
GCSE Business Studies 

JHN students of Business GCSE are encouraged to become young business thinkers by having an inquisitive mind and an eagerness to embrace 

complex ideas and differing views of the world. The Business curriculum helps students to explain the world that they live in and decisions that are 

made by exploring business theory in context. Students are encouraged to understand themselves based on the world around them and to understand others in 

local, national and global markets. The curriculum aims to give students engaging themes that will spark their imagination and inspire commercial thinking as 

they develop their business knowledge, whilst also giving students the confidence to defend their beliefs and the ability to be open-minded about the beliefs of 

others, approaching business ideas with an objective but critical eye. This will allow understanding of the need for business as a means of providing goods and 

services. The basic departmental functions of Marketing, Human Resources and Finance are examined in detail, as are the characteristics required for sound 

entrepreneurial activity and leadership. 

Year group: 10 

Subject: GCSE 

Business 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Content 

 

What will I 

learn? 

What do I need 

to know? 

I will learn about: 

Course introduction 

and 1.1 Enterprise 

& entrepreneurship 

 

I will know that: 

Course introduction 

- Before you delve 

into the GCSE topics 

I will learn about: 

1.2 Spotting a business 

opportunity 

 

I will know that: 

Having discovered the 

skills to be an 

entrepreneur we 

I will learn about: 

1.3 Putting a business 

idea into practice 

 

I will know that: 

From a great idea to 

making it work this 

topic looks at how a 

I will learn about: 

1.4 Making the 

business effective 

 

I will know that: 

When an entrepreneur 

starts a business there 

are some important 

I will learn about: 

1.5.1 - 1.5.3 

Understanding 

external influences on 

business

 

I will know that: 

As we reach the final 

topic for this theme we 

I will learn about: 

1.5.4 - 1.5.5 and end of 

year project 

 

I will know that: 

As we enter the last half 

term of the year, we 

continue to look at the last 



you will spend some 

time in lessons 

working on an 

introduction project 

that will introduce 

you to the core topics 

which will recur 

throughout our 

course. You will get 

the opportunity to 

experience 

competition and 

design your own 

product as a team 

and experience some 

of the financial 

aspects before you 

start the course in 

full. Once we have 

covered the core 

topics you will then 

begin the theory for 

the course. 

1.1 - You will start 

by looking at what 

enterprise actually is, 

the dynamic nature 

of business and 

discovering the risks 

and rewards of 

continue our theory by 

looking at how 

businesses spot those 

all-important 

opportunities to be 

successful.  Once we 

have looked at the needs 

of customers we will 

then go on to find out 

about how businesses 

discover their customer's 

needs.  You will also 

understand the value of 

quantitative and 

qualitative research and 

how businesses use their 

research. A key way to 

help businesses target 

their customers is 

through market 

segmentation.  Taking 

all that you have learnt 

about discovering 

customer needs and 

segmenting you will 

next begin to look at 

some of the tools 

businesses can use to 

identify new products 

and services.  You will 

business idea comes to 

fruition. You will start 

by looking at the need 

for businesses to have 

aims which are overall 

goal that they want to 

achieve and objectives, 

which are like mini 

aims, to achieve a 

overall larger aim.  You 

will understand that as a 

business develops so 

does the need to monitor 

their revenue, costs and 

profit.  Once you have 

an understanding of 

business costs you will 

also need to know that 

break even analysis 

allows a firm to find out 

the minimum amount 

they need to sell to get 

by.  As we continue this 

topic we move on to 

understand that cash 

flow is very important 

for businesses to know, 

a firms cash flow will 

change if they give their 

customers longer to pay 

decisions to make, not 

just what they will be 

selling but other factors 

that can lead to the long 

term success of their 

business. We begin by 

looking at business 

ownership choices and 

what could happen if 

things go wrong. We 

will look in more detail 

at how franchises 

operate and the benefits 

of growing a business 

this way.  Next, we will 

go on to look at the 

choices businesses make 

over their location.  

After this we will look 

at another business tool 

the marketing mix.  We 

will end this topic by 

understanding why a 

business will have a 

business plan.  

Key terms: 

bankrupt, sole trader, 

partnership, franchise, 

location, proximity, 

start by looking at the 

first half of 1.5, where 

you will begin to think 

about different 

influences on the 

decisions businesses 

make. Even small 

businesses may have 

lots of stakeholders, so 

we begin by looking at 

the impact stakeholders 

can have on businesses 

and the varying 

objectives they may 

have.  Next, we will 

explore the huge impact 

the growth of the 

internet and 

development of 

computers have had on 

businesses not just from 

how they sell but its 

impact on 

communication and the 

marketing mix.  Finally, 

you will explore the 

impact of legislation on 

business and understand 

a variety of laws that 

influence the actions 

part of 1.5. We will begin 

by looking at the economy 

and business and the 

influences and impact this 

can have. You will explore 

the effect of unemployment 

and inflation on businesses.  

We will then go on to look 

at other external influences 

that impact businesses. We 

will discover how 

businesses respond to 

changes in legislation, 

technology and the 

economic climate.  Once 

Theme 1 is completed you 

will then use all the 

knowledge and skills you 

have gained this year to 

complete an end of year 

project. 

Key terms: 

Inflation, Exchange Rates, 

recession, consumer 

spending, exports, interest 

rate, unemployment, 

economic climate 



setting up a business. 

Finally you will 

discover the role of 

an entrepreneur and 

what drives one.  

Key terms: 

venture capital, 

demand, obsolete, 

independence, goods, 

services, branding, 

value added, USP, 

resources, risk taking 

 

 

end this topic by looking 

at the impact 

competition can have on 

businesses.  

Key terms: 

choice, convenience, 

quality, focus group, 

primary research, 

secondary research, 

demographics, market 

segments, location, 

lifestyle, market map, 

competitive 

environment, unethical, 

innovation 

for products which is 

called credit.  Having 

covered how to manage 

their finances you will 

end this topic by looking 

at the different finance 

options businesses can 

choose from.  

Key terms: 

aims, objectives, market 

share, survival, 

Revenue, Costs, 

Variable Costs, Fixed 

Costs, Break Even, 

margin of safety, Profit, 

Cash, Cash Flow, Share 

Capital, Retained Profit, 

insolvency, overdraft, 

closing balance, net cash 

flow, crowd funding, 

dividends, trade credit 

price, place, product, 

promotion, business 

plan 

businesses take as well 

the consequences for not 

complying with 

legislation.  

Key terms: 

Stakeholder, Pressure 

Group, E-Commerce, 

Social Media, 

Technology, Consumer 

Law, Tax, Consumer 

Spending, legislation 

Skills/applicati

ons 

 

What will I 

learn to do? 

I will learn (how) 

to: 

In your introduction 

lessons, you will 

learn a background 

to the different core 

topics that recur 

I will learn (how) to: 

You will learn about the 

different needs of 

customers and the 

importance of 

identifying and 

satisfying these needs. 

I will learn (how) to: 

You will learn about the 

difference between 

financial and non-

financial aims and 

objectives and why they 

differ between different 

I will learn (how) to: 

You will learn about the 

different types of 

business ownership and 

the advantages and 

disadvantages of these. 

You will learn about the 

I will learn (how) to: 

You will learn about 

internal and external 

stakeholders and the 

conflicts they can have. 

You will learn about 

how technology is 

I will learn (how) to: 

You will learn about what 

makes the economy go up 

and down. You will learn 

how to calculate exchange 

rates and interest rates. You 

will learn about the 



during the course so 

that you are familiar 

with them later on. 

In 1.1, you will learn 

You will learn about 

the purpose of a 

business and how 

they add value to 

their goods or 

services, but most 

importantly how and 

why new ideas come 

about. You will also 

learn about taking 

risks and making 

business decisions 

and what can lead to 

business failure. 

 

You will learn about 

primary and secondary 

research and the 

usefulness of each one. 

You will learn how 

segmenting a market 

can help a business 

figure out who exactly 

they are most interested 

in selling to. You will 

learn about market 

mapping and how it can 

help to identify a gap in 

the market. You will 

learn about the features 

of competition any 

business should be 

aware of and the short 

and long term impact 

competition can have on 

businesses. 

types of businesses. You 

will learn how to 

calculate revenue and 

profit and know the 

difference between fixed 

and variable costs. You 

will learn how to draw 

and interpret a break 

even chart and also 

calculate break even and 

margin of safety. You 

will learn why cash 

matters and how it 

should be managed and 

how to complete cash 

flow forecasts. You will 

learn about internal and 

external sources of 

finance for firms along 

with the advantages and 

disadvantages. 

 

support a franchisor 

gives a franchisee and 

the potential global 

benefits from 

franchising. You will 

learn about the factors 

that influence business 

location and the impact 

the internet has on 

location. You will also 

learn about the 4 P's of 

the marketing mix and 

the importance of 

balancing each P. You 

will learn the main 

contents of a business 

plan and who might 

want to see one. 

 

making businesses more 

efficient, how they have 

had to respond to social 

media and the impact on 

sales and costs. You will 

learn about the many 

different laws associated 

with the relationship 

between employers and 

employees and the laws 

restricting how firms 

sell their products and 

services. 

 

approach businesses are 

taking to minimise the 

impact of changes to their 

business so they continue to 

be successful. 



Key questions 

that I will have 

to consider in 

the unit. 

Why might someone 

want to start a 

business? If I want to 

start a business what 

are the risks? What 

happens if a business 

idea does not work? 

How do you spot a gap 

in the market? Why are 

surveys important to 

businesses? What 

impact is the internet 

having on business 

competition? 

How can a business 

improve their break 

even point? What 

happens if the figures 

are wrong? Which 

source of finance is the 

best? 

Which form of 

ownership is better for 

financial security? What 

happens if a business 

gets into debt? Why 

choose a franchise?  are 

business plans really 

important? 

How can a pressure 

group influence what a 

business does? What are 

my rights as a 

consumer? What 

protects me in the 

workplace? What is the 

future of ecommerce? 

How does inflation affect 

the items I buy? What 

information do I need to 

calculate an exchange rate? 

How will my 

learning be 

assessed? 

Multiple Choice 

Questions (MCQs), 

end of topic test 

MCQs, end of topic test 

 

MCQs, end of topic test 

 

MCQs, end of topic test  MCQs, end of topic test, 

Year 10 mocks 

 

MCQs, end of topic test, 

end of year test  

 

How does this 

help with my 

understanding 

beyond the 

subject? 

literacy/ 

numeracy/ 

SMSC 

education 

(Spiritual, 

moral, social, 

cultural/ 

HEROs/ 

Careers 

Potential careers - 

business owner, risk 

management 

specialist, branding 

manager 

SMSC - 18th 

September  Equal 

Pay Day 1st October 

– Black History 

Month   

 

Potential careers - 

customer service 

manager, statistical 

assistant, market 

research manager, 

digital research 

specialist 

SMSC - 8th – 14th 

November – Global 

Entrepreneurship Week  

10th December – 

Human Rights Day 

 

Potential careers - 

finance officer, credit 

controller, business 

advisor, business 

analysist, financial 

consultant, procurement 

manager 

SMSC - 8th February – 

Safer Internet Day   

 

Potential careers - 

marketing manager, 

retail buyer, digital 

marketing officer, 

business advisor, 

business owner, 

franchisee 

SMSC - 20th February – 

World Day of Social 

Justice  1st March – 

Zero Discrimination 

Day 

Potential careers - 

public relations officer, 

social media manager, 

human resource 

manager, customer 

service manager 

SMSC - 23rd April – 

World Book Night 18th 

May International 

Museum day 

Potential careers – 

business analyst, team 

leader, resource manager, 

work experience also takes 

place this half term 

SMSC – 1st June – 

Volunteers Week 23rd June 

– International Women in  



awareness 

capabilities  

How does this 

link to learning 

I have done 

before or am 

going to 

experience 

later? 

 During the introduction 

to the course you would 

have looked at market 

mapping and 

competition 

During the introduction 

to the course you would 

have made some simple 

calculations 

When you started the 

course during the 

induction to our core 

topics you would have 

completed a simple 

marketing mix for a 

product idea 

When we looked at the 

marketing mix in 1.4 we 

discussed the impact of 

ecommerce. 

We build on the themes we 

discussed last term 

What can I do 

at home (with 

my family) to 

develop my 

understanding 

further? 

Talk at home and 

family members 

about their 

experience in the 

world of work, if you 

know anyone who 

owns their own 

business discuss 

about the reasons for 

starting their 

business and the 

rewards and 

challenges they have 

face. 

Look at products you 

have in your house and 

create some market 

maps.  Have discussions 

at home about 

experiences when 

completing market 

research for example 

surveys of taste testing. 

Look at businesses you 

use regularly and make 

a list of their potential 

fixed and variable costs.  

Look at the FTSE 100 

and track the share 

prices of popular and 

less known businesses. 

Next time you are 

McDonalds think about 

the similarities between 

restaurants and why 

someone would choose 

to run one.   Watch 

Dragons Den and think 

about the motives for 

starting their business 

and what the marketing 

mix for their product is. 

Discuss your family’s 

online shopping habits.  

Visit Martin Lewis 

website and Watch dog 

Look at the products you 

purchase the most and 

explore the possible 

exchange rate for them if 

purchasing in other 

countries 

 

 

 

 



 

Knowledge underpinning your development as young business thinkers… 

 


