
 

Year group: 10 
Subject: Film 
Studies 

Autumn 1 
Film history and film 
form/Mise-en-scene, 
cinematography, and 
editing: Skyfall  

Autumn 2 
Aesthetics and 
genre in Skyfall 

Spring 1 
Tsotsi 

Spring 2 
Slumdog Millionaire 

Summer 1 
NEA Coursework 

Summer 2 
Rebel Without A Cause 

Content 
 
What will I learn? 
What do I need to 
know? 

I will learn about: 
The development of 
film as an art form; 
how mise-en-scene is 
used to create 
meaning; how stories 
are visually presented 
 
 
Key terms: 
mise en scene 
cinematography  
props, costume, make 
up, hair, performance, 
colour. Close up, 
framing, medium shot, 
long shot, extreme long 
shot, establishing shot, 
continuity editing, cut, 
match cut, eye line 
match, editing, sound.  
 
 

I will learn about: 
What genre means; 
how it is created 
and experienced; 
how genre creates 
that experience 
 
 
 
Key terms: 
Genre, Aesthetics, 
Crime, Colour, 
British Icon. 
Slugline, Dialogue, 
Character 
Description. 

I will learn about: 
Social, historical, 
cultural and political 
context of the film 
(set in South Africa, 
e.g. impact of 
apartheid and AIDS; 
poverty); 
representation of 
social groups within 
film (e.g. young 
characters, male 
characters) 
 
Key terms: 
Apartheid, 
segregation, 
township, 
representation, 
stereotype, violence, 
AIDS. 

I will learn about: 
How filmmakers tell 
stories with specific 
focus on Slumdog 
Millionaire. You will 
explore the 
narratives – binary 
oppositions, 
enigmas, time - used 
to explore key 
themes in the film.  
 
 
 
Key terms: 
Narrative, episodic, 
enigmas, binary 
oppositions, 
character types, 
linear, non-linear.  

I will learn about: 
Now that we can 
analyse a film, it’s time 
to learn how to make 
one! This coursework 
involves planning and 
preparing to   
make a film by writing 
a screenplay. We’ll 
also explore the 
possibility of making a 
film using your 
screenplay. 
 
 
Key terms: 
Slugline, 
parentheticals, 
storyboard, 
transitions, evaluative 
analysis. 

I will learn about: 
American film is one of 
the defining cinemas in 
the world. We will study 
two American films 
from the teen genre, 
starting  with one of the 
earliest examples, 
REBEL WITHOUT A 
CAUSE, to understand 
genre and later how it 
has developed.  
 
 
 
Key terms: 
Hollywood, teenage 
culture, masculinity, 
femininity, conflict, 
genre, context. 

Skills/application
s 
 
What will I learn 
to do? 

I will learn (how) to: 
Identify film form 
choices - mise en 
scene, cinematography 
and editing. 
Comment on the 
meaning of these 
choices 

I will learn (how) 
to: 
Identify genre 
conventions  
Comment on how 
these choices 
contribute to the 
overall look and 
feeling of the film 

I will learn (how) to: 
Analyse how the film 
highlights issues 
regarding 
representation and 
context.  
Apply understanding 
of context to deepen 

I will learn (how) to:: 
Analyse how 
filmmakers structure 
films to tell stories 
and highlight 
themes.  

I will learn (how) to: 
Write your own 
screenplay 
Storyboard your own 
short film 
Create a pitch  
Create character 
through writing and 
film form 

I will learn (how) to: 
Apply knowledge to 
analyse how filmmakers 
use conventions to 
create films within a 
particular genre and 
how these conventions 
impact audiences.  
 



Analyse how film 
form creates 
meaning 

understanding of 
film makers choices. 

 
 

Key questions 
that I will have to 
consider in the 
unit. 

How did filmmaking 
begin? 
How has filmmaking 
changed? 
 How are films 
constructed to create 
meaning? 
 What is film form? 
How does mise en 
scene create meaning?  
How does 
cinematography create 
mood?  
 How does editing 
work? 
 
 
 

How do films look 
different?  
How do filmmakers 
use aesthetics to 
create meaning? 

How do films tell us 
about people?  
What do the 
characters 
represent?  
How far do the 
characters challenge 
or support 
stereotypes? 

How do films tell us 
stories?  
How are films 
structured 
differently to 
manipulate audience 
response? 
 

How do I make a film? 
How do I write a 
screenplay?  
Why is my story 
important? 
 How does my film 
adhere to genre 
conventions? 

How can I revise and 
recall previous 
knowledge? 
What are the 
conventions of teen 
genre? 
How do these 
conventions manipulate 
audience response? 
How would you 
compare American films 
in the 1960s to today? 
How have American 
films influenced 
culture? 

How will my 
learning be 
assessed? 

Regular quizzes each 
term with scores 
averaged out to create 
overall grade across 
the year 
 
An evaluation task - 
how far does  Black 
Panther reflect the 
changes in the film 
industry? 
 
 

Creating a short 
video or podcast 
that identifies mise 
en scene, 
cinematography 
and editing 
techniques and 
analyses meaning in 
the film SKYFALL 
 
An evaluation task: 
how far Skyfall is a 
Bond film with 
close focus on 
genre conventions. 

Exam question 
focusing on 
representation in 
Tsotsi - how do 
filmmakers 
represent key groups 
in the film? 

Exam question 
focused on narrative 
in Slumdog 
Millionaire - explore 
how narrative 
choices contribute to 
the meaning of the 
film. 

First draft of the 
storyboard of your 
film / screenplay 
 
First draft of your 
short film/ screenplay 

An exam question 
focused on context and 
genre in Rebel Without 
A Cause- explore how 
the film  

How does this 
help with my 

Develop an 
understanding of 

Reading skills - 
making links and 

Inference skills - how 
can imagery 

Inference and 
prediction; 

Developing an 
understanding of 

Understanding of 
stereotypes and 



understanding 
beyond the 
subject? 
literacy/ 
numeracy/ SMSC 
education 
(Spiritual, moral, 
social, cultural/ 
HEROs/ Careers 
awareness 
capabilities  

careers within the film 
industry - 
cinematographer, 
editor, director, 
costume designer, 
special effects, location 
scout etc.  
 
 

connections across 
texts. 
 
 

introduce issues of 
representation? 
 
Exploring the 
consequences of 
segregation and the 
apartheid and the 
scars this has on 
society. 

understanding of 
narrative 
construction. 
 
Developing empathy 
for others in 
different life 
situations. 

screenwriting/film 
creation through 
practical experience - 
links to careers within 
film/TV.  

representation, and 
how representation of 
and beliefs about social 
groups change across 
time. 
 
Understanding the 
conflicts linked to the 
teenage experience. 

How does this 
link to learning I 
have done before 
or am going to 
experience later? 

You will later explore 
how filmmakers use 
film form to create 
meaning and 
manipulate audience 
response.  

You have 
developed an 
understanding of 
the technical 
qualities filmmakers 
use to create an 
image on screen. 
 
This unit will 
deepen your 
understanding of 
how film form 
choices craft a 
visual style which 
highlights theme 
and message. 

You have a secure 
knowledge of all four 
aspects of film form.  
 
Using this knowledge 
as a starting point, 
you will begin to 
explore in detail how 
filmmakers 
represent key groups 
- this will be 
explored in future 
units. You will also 
explore how 
filmmakers create 
characters that are 
shaped by their 
experiences - this 
will also be explored 
in future units.   

You have explored 
how aspects of film 
contribute to the 
meaning of the film 
with specific focus 
on aesthetics and 
representation.  
 
You will further your 
understanding and 
ability to analyse 
how filmmakers 
construct the whole 
film to create 
meaning by 
considering how 
filmmakers construct 
narratives to 
manipulate audience 
response. You will 
also continue your 
work from the last 
unit on what films 
tell us about people 
and how they are 
shaped by their 
experiences.  

You will use your prior 
knowledge and 
understanding of how 
filmmakers use film 
form and narrative 
construction when 
you are making your 
own choices to create 
a screenplay or short 
film.  
 
You will develop skills 
to enable you to 
evaluate the success 
of your short film/ 
screenplay. 

You will use your prior 
knowledge of how 
directors represent key 
groups and what 
messages they are 
trying to give to their 
audience to begin to 
understand stereotypes 
present during early 
Hollywood Cinema. 
 
You will deepen your 
understanding and skills 
to analyse patterns 
across genres through 
exploring how genre 
conventions are used to 
manipulate audience 
response. 
 
During study in Year 11, 
you will further your 
understanding of how 
Hollywood film and 
genre has developed 
over time through 
comparing Rebel 



without A Cause to 
Ferris Bueller’s Day Off.  

What can I do at 
home (with my 
family) to 
develop my 
understanding 
further? 

Watch a range of films 
from different time 
periods and countries. 
Discuss the choices and 
how this impacted your 
emotional response.  

Watch a range of 
James Bond films to 
develop a broad 
sense of the genre. 
Discuss the 
similarities and 
differences 
between the films.  

Watch another 
Global Film and 
discuss the 
differences between 
British and American 
blockbuster films.  

Watch another 
Global Film and 
discuss how the film 
maker tells the story. 
What is interesting 
about the 
perspective we align 
with? How does this 
change during the 
main character’s 
journey? 

Watch as many films 
as you can under the 
genre you have 
chosen. Make notes 
on the choices film 
makers have used to 
create an emotional 
response from the 
audience. Keep a film 
log to refer back to 
when you write your 
evaluative analysis.  

Watch a range of teen 
films to develop 
understanding of the 
teen genre. Discuss how 
the genre has evolved 
over time and how the 
representation of 
teenagers themselves 
has changed.  

 


