
 Ethical Language – Meta 
Ethics  

The Relationship between 
morality and religion 

Deontological Ethics – 
Immanuel Kant 

Deontological Ethics – 
Aristotle Virtue Ethics  

Medical Ethics: beginning 
and end of life issues 

Key terms Normative ethics 
Ethical Naturalism 
Empiricism  
Realist 
Anti-Realist 
Closed question 
Open question 
Cognitive 
Non-Cognitive Logical 
positivism 
Verification Principle 
Emotivism 
Prescriptivism 
Naturalist Fallacy 
Intuitionism 
Boo-hurrah theory 

Divine Command Theory 
Theonomous Ethics 
Autonomous Ethics 
Heteronomous Ethics 
Euthyphro Dilemma 
Anti-Theism 
The Good Will 
The Moral Argument 
Arbitrary  
Summum bonum 
 

Agent -relative 
Agent centred 
Deontology 
Prima Facie 
Categorical Imperative  
The Good Will 
Hypothetical imperative 
Contradiction in will 
Contradiction in 
conception 
First formulation 
Second formulation 
Objective  
Intrinsic worth 

Virtue 
Telos 
Ergon 
Arete 
Eudaimonia 
Doctrine of the mean 
Golden mean 
Phronesis 
Moral relativism 
Fallacy of composition 
 

Foetus 
Personhood 
Euthanasia 
Sanctity of Life 
Quality of life 
Embryo 
Doctrine of double effect  
Ordinary and extraordinary 
means 
Palliative care 
Non-voluntary euthanasia  
Proportionate and 
disproportionate means 
Autonomy  
Pro-choice  
Pro-life 
 
 

What will I learn 
about? 

Key thinkers: 
G.E. Moore 
A J Ayer 
In this unit you will study:  
What do we mean when 
we say ‘murder is 
wrong’? We will look at 
the meaning of such 
ethical statements. 
You will learn about: 
Cognitive and non-
cognitive uses of 
language, realism and 
anti-realism, language as 
factual or symbolic, the 
nature of 

Key thinkers: 
Richard Dawkins 
R.A. Sharp 
 
In this unit you will study:  
the relationship between 
religion and morality 
through a study of the 
concepts of:  
Dependence, independence, 
autonomy, theonomy, 
heteronomy, 
divine command ethics, 
challenges from atheist and 
anti-theist 
perspectives, moral 
arguments for the existence 
and nonexistence of God. 

Key thinkers:  
T. Nagel 
WD Ross 
Immanuel Kant 
 
In this unit you will study: 
Kantian deontology – and 
learn about the social, 
political and cultural 
influences on 
Kant’s ethical theory, how 
it is duty-based ethics, 
what is meant by the 
categorical 
imperative in its different 
formulations, what are 
prima facie duties, and 

Key thinker:  
Aristotle 
Philippa Foot 
Alasdair MacIntrye 
 
In this unit you will 
continue to study duty-
based ethics; You will learn 
about:  
Aristotelian virtue ethics – 
the historical and cultural 
influences on 
Virtue Ethics from its 
beginnings to modern 
developments of the 
theory, concepts of 
eudaemonia and living 
well, the golden 

Key thinkers: 
Peter Singer 
Jonathon Glover 
 
In this unit you will study: 
the issues in medical ethics 
with a focus on beginning 
and end of life debates. 
You will consider the 
arguments about the status 
of the embryo, concepts of 
sanctity and value of life 
from religious and secular 
perspectives, embryo 
research, 
pre-implantation genetic 
diagnosis (PGD), stem cells 
and cord 



ethical assertions as 
absolutist or relative, 
ethical naturalism, the 
naturalistic fallacy, the is–
ought gap, the problem 
of the open 
question, ethical non-
naturalism, intuitionism, 
prescriptivism. 
b) Emotivism, the 
influence of the logical 
positivism on emotivist 
theories of ethics, ethical 
language as functional 
and persuasive. 
Developments of the 
emotivist approach and 
criticism of it 

You will learn about  
contemporary focuses, 
including the Westboro 
Baptist Church, 
religion and terror, 
conservative movements, 
including 
Quiverfull and  biblical 
parenting. 

contemporary 
applications of rule and 
duty-based ethics. 
  
 

mean, development of 
virtuous character, virtuous 
role models, 
vices, contemporary 
applications of virtue 
theories 
You will then compare this 
theory to Kant’s Ethical 
theory and examine and 
evaluate the strengths and 
weaknesses of the theories 
and their 
developments, 
appropriateness of their 
continuing application 
and use, assessment of 
relevant examples, changes 
in the law 
and social attitudes vis a vis 
the theories and their 
compatibility or 
otherwise with Christianity. 
 
 

blood, fertilisation in vitro 
and destruction of 
embryos, abortion. 
For end of life debates, you 
will learn about the 
debates surrounding 
assisted dying, euthanasia, 
palliative care. Religious 
and secular 
contributions to all these 
issues, legal position, 
concepts of rights 
and responsibilities, 
personhood and human 
nature, options and 
choices. 
You will examine the 
strengths and weaknesses 
of significant areas of 
disagreement 
and debate, assessment of 
relevant examples, legal 
changes and 
social attitudes, 
appropriateness and value 
of employing religious 
perspectives into these 
debates, assessment and 
comparison of 
contrasting positions. 
 
  

Key questions What is the difference 
between a fact and a 
value? 
How can we discover 
moral truths? Is it 

Is God the source of 
morality? 
Should religion and morality 
be kept separate? What are 
the strengths and 
weaknesses of this? How do 

 How compatible is Kant’s 
approach with religious 
approaches to ethics? 
What role does reason 
play in moral decision-
making for Kant? 

How compatible is Virtue 
Theory with religious 
approaches to ethics?  
What is the purpose of 
human life? How do we 
fulfil our function? 

What is most important? 
Sanctity of life versus 
quality of life? 
What is the status of the 
embryo and how does this 



through our experience 
of the world? 
When we say something 
is wrong, are we simply 
expressing our opinion? Is 
something that creates 
pleasure, good? Is ethical 
language merely 
symbolic? Are moral 
statements, such as 
murder is wrong, a 
factual statement? What 
gives moral statements 
meaning? 

atheists and anti-theists 
respond to this? How 
convincing are their 
arguments? Why should we 
act in a certain way? Are you 
being moral if you follow a 
religious rule for its own 
sake? Where does our sense 
of morality come from?  
 

How important is motive 
in moral decision-
making? 
Do we have a duty to act 
in a particular way? 
What is the good will? 
What role does this play 
in moral decision-
making? 
How does the categorical 
imperative work in 
practice? 
Are there universal laws 
we should all follow? 

How does Virtue Theory 
differ from other ethical 
theories? 
What virtues should we try 
to have? 
How does Virtue theory 
approach ethical decision-
making? 
Virtue ethics judges the 
person committing the act, 
rather than the act itself, 
what are the strengths / 
weaknesses of this 
approach? 
 
 
 
 

affect attitudes to 
abortion? 
Is it moral acceptable to 
create embryos for 
embryonic stem cell 
research? 
What ethical issues are 
raised by pre-implantation 
genetic diagnosis? 
How does Natural Law 
respond to the issues 
raised by abortion and 
embryonic research? 
How does the Catholic 
Church and other Christian 
Churches respond to the 
issues raised by abortion? 
What are the key issues 
raised by abortion? 
Do we have a right to die? 
What are the issues 
surrounding the 
legalisation of euthanasia? 
How much should the law 
intervene in our lives?  
What makes a life worth 
living?  
How much control should 
we have over own bodies? 
How would the medical 
profession and wider 
society be affected by the 
legalisation of euthanasia? 
 

How will I be 
assessed?  

Mid-unit assessment 
End of unit assessment 
Note checks 

Mid-unit assessment 
End of unit assessment 
Note checks 

Mid-unit assessment 
End of unit assessment 
Note checks Note checks 

Mid-unit assessment 
End of unit assessment 
Note checks Note checks 

Mid-unit assessment 
End of unit assessment 
Note checks Note checks 



Suggested reading / 
watching 

Peter Vardy The Puzzle of 
Ethics 
 
Scholar reading  
G.E. Moore A.J. Ayer 
 
Watch this webinar from 
Chester university an 
introduction to Meta-
Ethics 
https://vimeo.com/54848
5583  
 
Watch here for a general 
video on Meta-Ethics 
https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=7G3cww1x-
20  

Challenge reading booklet 
 
Scholar reading  
 
Read here to find out about 
the museums and morality 
https://www.nytimes.com/2
016/03/17/arts/design/maki
ng-museums-moral-
again.html  

Challenge reading booklet 
 
Scholar reading  
https://thegreatthinkers.
org/kant/introduction/ 
introduction to Immanuel 
Kant 
 
Podcasts to listen to 
https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=sdr088f3EcE 
 
Revision video on Kant to 
watch 
https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=8bIys6JoEDw 
 
Watch this evaluation of 
Kant’s ethical theory 
https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=-
pFaxdT5jAg&t=5s   

Challenge reading booklet 
 
Scholar reading 
 
See for a revision video on 
Virtue Ethics Evaluation of 
it here:  
https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=hcEtXfVR8yc  
 
Explanation of Virtue Ethics 
watch here: 
https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=87rI39vvxn4  
 

Challenge reading booklet 
 
Scholar reading 
 
Watch 
Newsnight 
‘The Right to Die’ 
https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=T2O8SBlSYvc  
 
See here for the British 
Medical Association and 
the section on medical 
ethics  
https://www.bma.org.uk/a
dvice-and-support/ethics 
 
 
A Short Stay in Switzerland 
film 
 
https://care.org.uk/cause/
assisted-
suicide#s:resources This 
website is against the 
legalisation of euthanasia- 
lots of resources including 
podcasts to read 
https://www.dignityindyin
g.org.uk/ This website is 
opposed to the legalisation 
of euthanasia – again lots 
of resources to read 
 
A World without Downs 
Syndrome documentary 
BBC iPlayer 
 

https://vimeo.com/548485583
https://vimeo.com/548485583
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7G3cww1x-20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7G3cww1x-20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7G3cww1x-20
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/17/arts/design/making-museums-moral-again.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/17/arts/design/making-museums-moral-again.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/17/arts/design/making-museums-moral-again.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/17/arts/design/making-museums-moral-again.html
https://thegreatthinkers.org/kant/introduction/
https://thegreatthinkers.org/kant/introduction/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sdr088f3EcE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sdr088f3EcE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8bIys6JoEDw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8bIys6JoEDw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-pFaxdT5jAg&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-pFaxdT5jAg&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-pFaxdT5jAg&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hcEtXfVR8yc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hcEtXfVR8yc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87rI39vvxn4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87rI39vvxn4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T2O8SBlSYvc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T2O8SBlSYvc
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/ethics
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/ethics
https://care.org.uk/cause/assisted-suicide#s:resources
https://care.org.uk/cause/assisted-suicide#s:resources
https://care.org.uk/cause/assisted-suicide#s:resources
https://www.dignityindying.org.uk/
https://www.dignityindying.org.uk/


A Fight for Women’s Bodies 
– BBC  
 
WARNING: discussion 
about abortion and images 
of abortion (fleeting 
images by a camera at a 
pro-life rally)  

 

 

What will I learn to do? Key skills? 

You will extend the breadth and depth of  what you have learnt in year 12  by engaging in debates about how underlying factors, such as language, are relevant in 

discussing moral issues, and whether there is common ground between religion and morality. This element is considered in the wider context of influences that have 

helped to shape modern ethical theory.  At this level, you will consider, and respond to, the contrasting views of key scholars to broaden your awareness of the underlying 

issues. These studies will give you the opportunity to explore links between this paper and other areas of study, such as issues about concepts in relation to philosophy or 

about beliefs and values in relation to the topics in the New Testament.  A strong focus on understanding ethical theory is applied at this level to issues in medical ethics, 

considered in the context of debates about the beginning and ending of life. 

Extra curricula:  

Visit the Royal Courts of Justice www.theroyalcourtsofjustice.com/tours/ 

Slavery Museum in Liverpool www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/international-slavery-museum  

Science Museum London – look out for exhibitions relevant to Environmental Ethics www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/home 

Stephen Lawrence Charitable Foundation www.stephenlawrenceday.org/ 

Kew Gardens in Richmond – how is it protecting the planet from climate change www.kewhgardens.org  

 

Where can I study Theology, Religious Studies and/or Philosophy? 

See Unifrog for careers and universities where you can study Theology, Religious Studies or Philosophy  

Which careers would an A-level in Religious Studies be useful for? 

Click here to find out more here by watching these videos of people in various professions talk about the relevance of their degree to their current role: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbMnuGeZDyL25MP7Epxwpsnc1ots54K4W 

http://www.theroyalcourtsofjustice.com/tours/
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/international-slavery-museum
http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/home
http://www.stephenlawrenceday.org/
http://www.kewhgardens.org/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbMnuGeZDyL25MP7Epxwpsnc1ots54K4W


Careers working with the United Nation promoting peace and conflict resolution 

https://careers.un.org/lbw/home.aspx?viewtype=VP&PID=332&lang=en-US  

Police Community Liaison officer – working within communities to promote community cohesion - https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/police-community-

support-officer 

Race Equality Officer – most universities have these roles  or Diversity and Inclusion Roles within many large institutions  

Careers in counselling explore here: 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/counsellor  

Careers with the Environment Agency 

https://environmentagencycareers.co.uk/  

Careers with Greenpeace 

https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/work-for-greenpeace/  

Journalism  

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/newspaper-journalist 

Charity Sector 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/charity-fundraiser 

Education 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/secondary-school-teacher  

Law 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/solicitor  
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