
 Introduction 
to Ethics 

Situation Ethics Utilitarianism Natural Law Themes: 
Environmental 
Ethics 

War and Peace Sexual Ethics  Equality  

Key terms Moral 
absolutism 
Cultural 
Relativism 
Subjectivism 
Morality 
Ethics 
Deontological 
Liberal 
morality 
Secular 

Agape 
Presupposition 
Legalism 
Antinomianism 
‘The Middle Way’ 
Consequentialist 

Utilitarianism 
Act Utilitarianism 
Rule 
Utilitarianism 
Principle of 
Utility 
Hedonic Calculus 
Higher and Lower 
pleasures 
Harm Principle 
Preference 
Utilitarianism 
Hedonism 
Negative 
Utilitarianism 
Ideal  

Precept 
Telos 
Eudamonia 
Teleological 
Revelation 
Natural Theology 
Secondary 
Precepts 
Exterior and 
interior acts 
Cardinal Virtues 
Doctrine of 
Double Effect 
Casuistry 
 

Shallow ecology 
Dominion 
Stewardship 
Conservation 
Anthropocentric 
Eschatological 
Gaia Hypothesis  
Eco-holism 
Animal welfare 
 
 

Jus ad bellum, jus 
in bello and jus 
post bellum 
Just War Theory 
Pacifism 
Absolute 
pacifism 
Nuclear Pacifism 
Selective 
Pacifism 
 

Fertility 
Homosexuality 
Extra-marital sex 
Liberal 
Protestantism 
Protestantism 
IVF 
Adultery 
Pre-marital 
Evangelical 
Protestants  
Cohabitation 
Contraception 

Race 
Racism 
Race Relations 
Act 
Discrimination 
Injustice  
Non-violent 
protest 
Runnymede 
Trust  

What will 
I learn 
about? 

You will learn 
about:  
 
Different 
approaches to 
ethical 
decision 
making: moral 
absolutism, 
moral 
relativism, 
cultural 
relativism, 
subjectivism.   
The strengths 
and 
weaknesses of 
these different 
approaches 

Key thinkers: 
J.A.T. Robinson 
Joseph Fletcher 
William Barclay 
 
You will learn 
about:  
The ‘new 
morality’ of the 
mid-20th 
century: social, 
political 
and cultural 
influences on the 
development of 
Situation 
Ethics, concepts 
of agape and 

Key thinkers: 
Jeremy Bentham, 
J.S. Mill, G.E. 
Moore and Karl 
Popper 
 
You will learn 
about the  
concepts of 
utility, pleasure, 
hedonism and 
happiness, 
influences on the 
emergence of the 
theory, including 
social, 
political and 
cultural 
influences and  

Key thinker: St. 
Thomas Aquinas 
Bernard Hoose 
 
You will learn 
about the:  
Concepts of 
absolutism and 
legalism in ethics, 
early 
development of 
natural moral 
law, biblical and 
classical 
foundations of 
the approach, 
concepts of 
purpose, telos, 

Key thinkers: 
Peter Singer, 
Arne Naess, 
James Lovelock, 
the Cornwall 
Alliance 
 
You will learn 
about significant 
concepts 
associated with 
the environment 
such as: 
Concepts of 
stewardship and 
conservation 
from the point of 
view of at least 
one religion – 

Key thinkers: St. 
Augustine and St. 
Thomas Aquinas 
  
You will learn 
about: The 
contribution of at 
least one 
religion- 
Christianity - to 
issues of war and 
peace, including 
the teaching of 
sacred text(s), 
the Just War 
Theory, including 
principles jus ad 
bellum, jus in 
bello and jus 

Key thinkers: 
Peter Vardy and 
Jack Dominion 
 
You will learn 
about: The 
contribution of at 
least one world 
religion on issues 
in sexual 
ethics, including 
the teaching of 
sacred text(s) 
and 
understanding of 
the diversity of 
religious 
approaches, 
sexual 

Key thinkers: 
Dr. Martin Luther 
King 
 
You will learn 
about: Ethical 
and religious 
concepts of 
equality, 
including the 
issues 
of gender or race 
or disability and 
the work of one 
significant 
figure in 
campaigns for 
equality in the 



Is there such a 
thing as a 
universal 
moral code? 
Should there 
be? 
The different 
influences on 
making moral 
decisions 

situationalism in 
ethics, the 
application of the 
theory to specific 
case studies, 
biblical 
examples of 
situationist 
thinking, such as 
illustrated in the 
ministry of Jesus. 
You will then 
examine the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of 
the theory and 
its 
developments, 
appropriateness 
of its continuing 
application 
and use, 
assessment of 
relevant 
examples, 
change in the law 
and social 
attitudes vis a vis 
the theory, 
compatibility or 
otherwise with 
religious 
approaches 

the significant 
contribution of 
Bentham and 
Mill to a 
recognised 
theory. You will 
learn about the 
different forms 
of Utilitarianism:  
Act and Rule 
Utilitarianism, 
the development 
of the theory, 
including 
Preference, 
Negative and 
Ideal 
Utilitarianism, 
the application 
of the theory in 
historical and 
contemporary 
ethical situations, 
including political 
and social 
reform, the 
concept of 
relativism 
in ethics. 
b) Strengths and 
weaknesses of 
the theory and 
its 
developments, 
appropriateness 
of its continuing 
application 

primary and 
secondary 
precepts, 
contemporary 
applications 
and adaptations, 
including 
proportionalism. 
You will then 
examine the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of 
the theory and 
its 
Developments 
and the 
appropriateness 
of its continuing 
application 
and use, 
assessment of 
relevant 
examples, 
change in the law 
and social 
attitudes vis a vis 
the theory, 
compatibility or 
otherwise with 
religious 
approaches. 
 

Christianity-  and 
at least one 
secular ethical 
perspective; 
animal welfare 
and protection, 
sustainability, 
waste 
management and 
climate change. 
You will also 
examine the 
Strengths and 
weaknesses of 
significant areas 
of 
disagreement 
and debate, 
assessment of 
relevant 
examples, 
legal changes and 
social attitudes, 
appropriateness 
and value 
of employing 
religious 
perspectives in 
these debates 

post bellum, 
reasons for and 
influences on the 
development of 
the theory, 
examples of 
wars, including 
contemporary 
conflicts 
that may be 
evaluated against 
the theory, 
special issues 
arising 
from nuclear 
war.  
You will learn 
about concepts 
of pacifism, 
including 
absolute, 
relative/selective 
and 
nuclear pacifism, 
the role of 
pacifist 
movements and 
pressure 
groups. The 
success of the 
Just War Theory 
as a theory and 
in 
practice, the 
practicality of 
pacifism in its 
different forms, 

relationships in 
and outside of 
marriage, 
including pre-
marital 
sex, adultery, 
promiscuity, 
same-sex 
relationships, 
including 
marriage and civil 
partnership, 
contraception 
and 
childlessness, 
secular ethical 
approaches to 
these issues and 
social and 
cultural 
influences on 
them. You will 
also consider the 
continuing 
relevance and 
application of 
religious 
teachings 
and beliefs on 
sexual ethics, 
strengths and 
weaknesses of 
changing social 
attitudes, the 
success or 
otherwise of 
contributions 
from ethical 

chosen area, 
significant 
events in the 
progress of 
equality in these 
areas, 
perspectives 
on equality from 
at least one 
religion and one 
secular ethical 
perspective. You 
will also consider 
the strengths and 
weaknesses of 
significant areas 
of 
disagreement 
and debate, 
assessment of 
relevant 
examples to do 
with equality,  
legal changes and 
social attitudes, 
and the 
appropriateness 
and value 
of employing 
religious 
perspectives into 
these debates 
about equality 



and use, 
assessment of 
relevant 
examples, 
change in the law 
and social 
attitudes vis a vis 
the theory, 
compatibility or 
otherwise with 
religious 
approaches.  
 

perceived 
advantages of 
war such as 
technological 
development, 
relevance of 
religious 
contributions, 
success of named 
wars in 
achieving their 
goal. 

theory in making 
decisions in 
matters 
of sexual ethics  

Key 
questions 

Why should I 
be moral? 
Is morality 
universal? 
On what 
should 
morality be 
based? 
How much 
weight should 
be given to 
consequences 
when making 
a moral 
decision 
Is it ever ok to 
do a wrong 
thing? 

To what extent is 
Situation Ethics a 
Christian ethic? 
How useful is this 
theory when 
dealing with 
issues to do with 
war and peace 
and sexual 
ethics? 
Do the strengths 
of the theory 
outweigh its 
weaknesses? 
 

How useful is 
Utilitarianism in 
resolving ethical 
dilemmas? 
To what extent 
do modern 
developments 
address the 
weaknesses of 
classical 
Utilitarianism  
How would 
Utilitarianism 
approach issues 
to do with sexual 
ethics and issues 
to do with peace 
and conflict? 

What is the 
purpose of 
human life? How 
relevant is the 
Natural Moral 
Law approach to 
ethical decision 
making for issues 
surrounding sex 
and peace and 
conflict? Do we 
all have an in-
built sense of 
right and wrong? 
How relevant is 
this theory for 
atheists? How 
universal is this 
theory?  

How useful are 
religious 
approaches to 
the 
environment? 
What are the key 
environmental 
issues today? 
What are the 
secular 
responses to 
dealing with 
environmental 
issues? How 
should animals 
be treated? Why 
is waste 
management a 
moral issue? 
What are the 
differing 
Christian 
responses to 
caring for the 
environment? 

How should wars 
be fought? Is 
there a right 
way? 
How useful is a 
pacifist approach 
to resolving 
conflict? 
Is war sometimes 
inevitable? 
Is killing always 
wrong? 
How do 
Christians view 
war? How 
successful is the 
Just War Theory? 
Contemporary 
conflicts; how far 
do they meet the 
criterion for a 
just war? 
What are the 
special issues 

How useful are 
religious views in 
resolving issues 
that arise in 
sexual ethics? 
Should religion 
concern itself 
with sexual 
choices? 
How far should 
religion have to 
adapt to new 
approaches to 
sexuality? 
How would 
Situation Ethics, 
Natural Law or 
Utilitarianism 
respond to the 
issues arising to 
war and peace? 
 

How useful are 
religious views in 
resolving issues 
that arise in 
equality? How 
did Dr. Martin 
Luther King 
campaigns for 
equality and how 
successful was 
he? 
What are the 
ethical and 
religious 
understandings 
of equality? 
What is race? 
What are the 
significant legal 
and social 
developments in 
issues to do with 
racial equality? 
How has the 
secular world 



How have 
Christian 
attitudes towards 
the environment 
been shaped by 
the Bible and 
beliefs about the 
afterlife? 

arising from 
nuclear war? 
How would 
Situation Ethics, 
Natural Law or 
Utilitarianism 
respond to the 
issues arising to 
war and peace? 
 

responded to 
racism? 
What are 
Christian 
attitudes to 
equality and 
race?  
Is the Bible 
racist?  

How will I 
be 
assessed? 

Mid-unit and 
end of unit 
assessment 
based on exam 
questions  
Note checks 

Mid-unit and end 
of unit 
assessment 
based on exam 
questions  
Note checks 

Mid-unit and end 
of unit 
assessment 
based on exam 
questions  
Note checks 

Mid-unit and end 
of unit 
assessment 
based on exam 
questions  
Note checks 

Mid-unit and end 
of unit 
assessment 
based on exam 
questions  
Note checks 

Mid-unit and end 
of unit 
assessment 
based on exam 
questions  
Note checks 

Mid-unit and end 
of unit 
assessment 
based on exam 
questions  
Note checks 

Mid-unit and end 
of unit 
assessment 
based on exam 
questions  
Note checks 

Suggested 
reading / 
watching 

Challenge 
reading 
booklet 
including 
reading by key 
scholars 
 
Peter Vardy 
The Puzzle of 
Ethics 

Challenge 
reading booklet 
including reading 
by key scholars 
 
Scholar reading  
 
Joseph Fletcher 
Situation Ethic: 
The New 
Morality   

Challenge 
reading booklet 
including reading 
by key scholars 
 
Scholar reading  

Challenge 
reading booklet 
including reading 
by key scholars 
 
Scholar reading  

Challenge 
reading booklet- 
including reading 
by key scholars 
 
Environmental 
Ethics – Joe 
Walker 
 
Watch: An 
Inconvenient 
Truth  
A Plastic Ocean 
 
Watch this 
webinar from 
Chester 
University 
https://vimeo.co
m/showcase/715
5624/video/4203
52907   

Challenge 
reading booklet 
including reading 
by key scholars 
 
https://media.un
.org/en/webtv 
The channel for 
the United 
Nations where 
you can watch 
debates and 
meetings live 
 

Challenge 
reading booklet 
including reading 
by key scholars 
 
Peter Vardy: The 
Puzzle of Sex  
Jack Dominian 
God, Sex and 
Love 
 
Catherine 
MacKinnon 
Feminism 
Unmodified: 
Discourses on Life 
and Law  

Challenge 
reading booklet 
including reading 
by key scholars 
 
Find out more 
about the work 
of the 
Runnymede 
Trust   
https://www.run
nymedetrust.org
/  

https://vimeo.com/showcase/7155624/video/420352907
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7155624/video/420352907
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7155624/video/420352907
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7155624/video/420352907
https://media.un.org/en/webtv
https://media.un.org/en/webtv
https://www.runnymedetrust.org/
https://www.runnymedetrust.org/
https://www.runnymedetrust.org/


 

 

What will I learn to do? Key skills? 

You will learn to:  

You will study issues and practical problems such as equality, war and peace, environmental ethics and sexual ethics. You will learn how to apply your knowledge and 

understanding of three ethical theories to contemporary moral issues. You will learn to explore, assess, analyse and evaluate the key issues raised by the various ethical 

theories and practical problems and how to evaluate the useful of a religious viewpoint in responding to issues concerned with equality, war and peace, sexual ethics and 

environmental ethics  Your knowledge and understanding will be further sharpened by engagement with the views and stances of significant ethical thinkers who have 

contributed to the debates. You will also engage with and analyse academic works, exploring and assessing their contribution to a particular topic. 

 

Extra curricula: Visit the Royal Courts of Justice www.theroyalcourtsofjustice.com/tours/ 

Slavery Museum in Liverpool www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/international-slavery-museum  

Science Museum London – look out for exhibitions relevant to Environmental Ethics www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/home 

Stephen Lawrence Charitable Foundation www.stephenlawrenceday.org/ 

Kew Gardens in Richmond – how is it protecting the planet from climate change? www.kewhgardens.org  

 

Where can I study Theology, Religious Studies and/or Philosophy? 

See Unifrog for careers and universities where you can study Theology, Religious Studies or Philosophy  

Which careers would an A-level in Religious Studies be useful for? 

Click here to find out more here by watching these videos of people in various professions talk about the relevance of their degree to their current role: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbMnuGeZDyL25MP7Epxwpsnc1ots54K4W 

Careers working with the United Nation promoting peace and conflict resolution 

https://careers.un.org/lbw/home.aspx?viewtype=VP&PID=332&lang=en-US  

Police Community Liaison officer – working within communities to promote community cohesion - https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/police-community-

support-officer 

Race Equality Officer – most universities have these roles  or Diversity and Inclusion Roles within many large institutions  

http://www.theroyalcourtsofjustice.com/tours/
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/international-slavery-museum
http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/home
http://www.stephenlawrenceday.org/
http://www.kewhgardens.org/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbMnuGeZDyL25MP7Epxwpsnc1ots54K4W
https://careers.un.org/lbw/home.aspx?viewtype=VP&PID=332&lang=en-US
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/police-community-support-officer
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/police-community-support-officer


Careers in counselling explore here: 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/counsellor  

Careers with the Environment Agency 

https://environmentagencycareers.co.uk/  

Careers with Greenpeace 

https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/work-for-greenpeace/  

Journalism  

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/newspaper-journalist 

Careers in the charity sector explore here: 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/charity-fundraiser 

Education 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/secondary-school-teacher  

Law 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/solicitor  

 

 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/counsellor
https://environmentagencycareers.co.uk/
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/work-for-greenpeace/
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/newspaper-journalist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/charity-fundraiser
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/secondary-school-teacher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/solicitor

