
Year 10  

 

Year group:  10 Identity 1 Modern Text  19th Century and Language Paper 2 

Skills 

Identity 2 and Poetry 

Content 

 

What will I learn? 

What do I need 

to know? 

I will learn about: 

 

This is a thematic unit based around 

the idea of ‘identity’. You will 

develop your knowledge of how 

writers construct meaning through 

language and structure, and 

literature as a reflection of human 

experience and identity, using a 

range of fiction extracts and the 

Power and Conflict poetry cluster. 

Key terms: 

● Evaluate 

● Structure  

● Sonnet 

● Dialect 

● Accent 

● Dramatic Monologue  

● Voice 

● Compare 

 

I will learn about: 

 

Through studying one modern text 

(Lord of the Flies, An Inspector 

Calls, The History Boys or Anita and 

Me), you will begin to deepen your 

understanding of how writers are 

shaped by their experiences and how 

writers write with a specific 

intention. The unit will help you 

understand how to critically analyse a 

whole text.  

 

Key terms: 

Context - social, historical and 

cultural  

Play/ novel 

Theme 

Characterisation 

Catalyst 

Change 

Symbolism 

Form 

Through a study of a shared reader 

I will learn: 

 

You will explore how the writer has 

constructed one whole text to present 

ideas which are key to human 

experience. You will study one 19th 

century novel (Great Expectations, 

Frankenstein, The Strange Case of 

Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde, A 

Christmas Carol) drawing parallels 

between the past and the present to 

help deepen your understanding. The 

text will also act as inspiration for your 

own creative writing with close focus on 

how language and structure affect 

readers and convey themes. 

 

 

Key terms: 

Context - social, historical and cultural  

Novel 

Theme 

Characterisation 

Catalyst 

Change 

Symbolism 

Form 

Describe  

Narrate 

I will learn about: 

 

Revisiting the theme of identity, you 

will explore how writers use language, 

structure and form to shape their 

voices for purpose. You will then use 

this knowledge to create your own 

persuasive, argumentative and 

informative writing.  

 

 

Key terms: 

Inform 

Explain 

Persuade  

Argue  

Perspective 

Viewpoint 

Summarise 

Compare 



Skills/applications 

 

What will I learn 

to do? 

The skills I will develop are: 

 

By the end of this unit, you will 

develop necessary skills for both 

the Literature and Language exam 

papers,with focus on: 

● How to approach and 

analyse fiction extracts  

● How to analyse and 

compare poems from the 

Power and Conflict cluster 

 

 

The skills I will develop are: 

 

By the end of this unit, you will have 

developed your inference skills, 

ability to decode language, and 

critically analyse with close attention 

to social, historical and cultural 

context. 

The skills I will develop are: 

 

By the end of this unit, you will be able 

to confidently analyse extracts, using 

your understanding of the whole text 

to develop your personal response. 

 

You will also use the writer’s craft as 

inspiration to develop your own creative 

writing skills, with specific focus on 

how to use language, structure and 

form to affect your reader.  

 

The skills I will develop are: 

 

At the end of the unit, you will know 

the features of and how to approach 

non-fiction texts.  

 

You will strengthen your craft of 

non-fiction to persuade, argue and 

explain your viewpoint.  

 

You will also feel confident in your 

skills to compare seen poetry. 

Key questions that 

I will have to 

consider in the 

unit. 

To what extent is power related to 

u humans’ sense of their identity? 

 

How do writers present the idea of 

powerlessness/loss of identity? 

 

How does history impact how an 

individual’s identity is shaped? 

 

What different features can shape 

our own sense of personal identity? 

 

How does an individual’s experience 

of culture shape who they are? 

 

How can we lose sight of who we 

are? 

 

How can community shape our 

identity? 

  

 How are the characters presented 

throughout the play/ novel? 

 

How does the writer explore themes 

throughout the play/ novel? 

 

How does the writer use language, 

structure and form to create 

meaning? 

 

Explore the messages in the 

play/novel. What is the purpose of 

the text? 

 

How does the play/novel help us 

understand human experience? 

 

How does the context play an 

important role in our understanding 

of the play/novel? 

 

How are the characters presented 

throughout the novel? 

 

How does the writer explore themes 

throughout the novel? 

 

How does the writer use language, 

structure and form to create meaning? 

  

What is the purpose of the text? 

How does the novel help us understand 

human experience? 

 

How does the context play an important 

role in our understanding of the novel? 

 

Compare the presentation of society in 

the novel. Can we draw parallels 

between the issues of the past and our 

society today? 

 

How can you use language, structure 

and form to introduce important 

themes and messages in your own 

writing? 

 

 

 How are language and structure used 

to communicate writers’ 

perspectives?. 

 

Summarise the differences between 

two texts. 

 

How can form influence meaning? 

 

How can I use methods to affect my 

audience - persuade, explain, argue, 

inform? 

 

How can I compare texts to deepen 

my understanding of key messages 

and themes? 

 



How will my 

learning be 

assessed? 

Focus piece: Language Paper 1 – 

Questions 1-4 (A01, A02, AO4) 

 

End of unit assessment: Compare 

how the writers explore the theme 

of identity…. (A01, A02, A03, A04) 

 

Focus piece: How the writer present 

(AO1,AO2, AO3) 
 

End of unit assessment: How does 

the writer use the theme of… to 

explore (AO1, AO2, AO3, A04) 

Focus piece: Write a description of…. 

OR write the opening of a story titled 

‘______’ (AO5 and A06) 

 

End of unit assessment: 

How does the writer explore…. 

(AO1,AO2,AO3, A04) 

Focus piece: compare how the 

writers explore _______ in POEM 1 

____ and one other poem of your 

choice. (A01, A02, A03, A04) 

 

End of unit assessment:  Write a 

letter/ article/ speech to persuade / 

explain your own viewpoint.  

(A05 and A06) 

How does this help 

with my 

understanding 

beyond the 

subject? 

literacy/ 

numeracy/ SMSC 

education 

(Spiritual, moral, 

social, cultural/ 

HEROs/ Careers 

awareness 

capabilities 

  

- Developing  an 

understanding of the 

factors that make up 

identity.  

- Learning that identity can 

mean different things for 

different people, and we 

are all shaped by 

our.different identities and 

experiences. 

- Understanding the impact 

of identity and experience 

on fiction writing. 

 

● Exposure to writers in the 

literary canon. 

● Understanding how context, 

time, and history all 

influence our response to 

and relationship with texts, 

characters, authors, and 

ideas.  

● Awareness of historical 

events that shape 20th/21st 

century and how the writers 

have responded to these 

events in their writing.  

● HERO skills: developing 

empathy 

 

- Understanding how writers 

have used their life 

experiences 

- Understanding how your 

experience can shape your own 

writing. 

- Understanding the difference 

in society and values in the 

19th century compared to 

today, and how they have 

changed and evolved over time. 

- Exposure to varying viewpoints 

and perspectives. 

- Pursuing careers in creative 

writing. 

-  Understanding how writers 

create and shape their 

‘voice’ 

- Understanding how to create 

and shape your own voice 

- Adapting writing style for 

different situations in 

education and the workplace 

- Persuading a group/audience 

of your own ideas  

- Understanding the impact of 

identity and experience on 

non-fiction writing 

- Understanding how writers 

develop different responses 

to the same ideas 

- Pursuing careers in 

journalism/law 

- HERO skills: developing 

resilience (redrafting) 

How does this link 

to learning I have 

done before or am 

going to 

experience later? 

Previous Learning: 

You have previously explored how 

writers are ’crafters’ through whole 

texts and extract based tasks with 

specific focus on human experience 

and identity in Who am I (Year 7), 

A Christmas Carol (Year 8), Conflict 

Poetry and Speaking and Listening 

(Year 9). You have also explored the 

deliberate choices made by a writer 

to shape readers ideas with 

evidence; explore these choices 

with close focus on context- 

Previous Learning: 

Learners have previously explored 

how writers are ’crafters’ through 

whole texts and extract based tasks 

with specific focus on human 

experience and identity in Who am I 

(Year 7), A Christmas Carol (Year 8), 

Conflict Poetry and Speaking and 

Listening (Year 9), Identity (Year 

10). 

 

Future Learning: 

Later this year and next year, you 

Previous Learning: You have previously 

explored how writers are ’crafters’ 

through whole texts and extract based 

tasks in Who am I (Year 7), A 

Christmas Carol (Year 8), Conflict 

Poetry and Speaking and Listening 

(Year 9), Identity (Year 10), Modern 

Text (Year 10). 

 

Future Learning: You will continue to 

develop your analytical writing skills by 

studying whole texts - 19th Century 

(Year 10) and Shakespeare (Year 11). 

Previous Learning: 

At the beginning of the year, you 

explored how writers use language, 

and structure to craft their ‘voice’ 

and ‘identity’. You have previously 

explored how writers are ’crafters’ 

through whole texts and extract 

based tasks across KS3 and KS4. You 

have also developed an understanding 

of how to craft their own writing.  

 

Future Learning: In Year 11, you will 

deepen your understanding of how 



developing knowledge of how 

writers are shaped by experiences. 

 

Future Learning: At the end of the 

year, you will continue to explore 

how writers use language and 

structure to create ‘voice’ and how 

an individual’s voice is powerful - 

with specific focus on how you can 

use language and structure to 

create meaning and manipulate your 

reader/audience. 

 

will study a 19th Century and 

Skakespeare text. This will further 

your understanding of how writers 

are influenced by context by 

exploring an earlier period of English 

culture and canon. 

You will also deepen your understanding 

of the complexity of human beings 

through studying Shakespeare (Year 11) 

as well as important texts within the 

canon. 

these themes link to the human 

condition - the struggles, conflicts 

and changes that are part of life -  

with close focus on language, 

structure, and form and drawing links 

between poems. These will be 

revisited during the Shakespeare 

unit (Year 11). You will use this 

understanding to craft their 

analytical writing to support 

perceptive and well structured 

arguments in response to a theme or 

idea. 

 

 

What can I do at 

home (with my 

family) to develop 

my understanding 

further? 

-Read novels, short stories which 

have strong narrative voices and 

consider how the writers create a 

strong sense of identity.  

-Talk to friends and family about 

what you think is important to 

identity and consider why your 

views may differ.  

-Watch revision videos on Language 

Paper 1, Section A to help 

consolidate the skills learnt.  

-Practise answering the questions 

based on the skills of 

comprehension, language, structural 

analysis and evaluation.  

-Read other poems by the poets you 

study and consider if the poet has a 

known style or topic they like to 

explore in their work.  

-Start a comparison table to help 

with revision of the Power and 

Conflict poetry and knowing which 

poems can be compared.  

 

-Watch a production of your drama 

play. 

-Watch a film version of your play 

text and consider how production 

changes.  

-Learn more about the time period in 

which your play/novel is set. Your 

copies of the text have extended 

introductions and are a great place to 

start developing extended knowledge.  

-Discuss with your family about the 

politics of the time periods and what 

life was like in the U.K. at that 

moment and consider if it is still 

relevant today.  

-Read other works either by the 

author or in the same genre to 

consider whether the author or 

genre explore similar ideas and how 

the text fits into their category of 

work or the genre as a whole.  

-Look at past paper questions and 

consider key themes that have 

already come up and consider what 

questions could come up,  

-Watch a film version of your  text and 

consider how production changes.  

-Learn more about the time period in 

which your novel is set. Research 

attitudes to key contexts such as 

women, science, class, religion etc.  

-Read the introduction to your texts 

which contains lots of information 

about the author, how the text was 

received and consideration for the big 

ideas in the novel.  

-Discuss with your family about the 

politics of the time periods and what 

life was like in the U.K. at that moment 

and consider if it is still relevant today.  

-Read other works either by the author 

or in the same genre to consider 

whether the author or genre explore 

similar ideas and how the text fits into 

their category of work or the genre as 

a whole.  

-Look at past paper questions and 

consider key themes that have already 

come up and consider what questions 

could come up,  

-Read the news including newspapers, 

magazine articles and online articles 

to understand how writers persuade 

and inform their audiences.  

-Consider what makes an article, 

speech or letter successful.  

-Consider something that is 

important to you or feel passionate 

about. Write a letter or speech 

about the topic to practice your 

persuasive writing skills.  

-Watch revision videos on the poems 

studied in September to recap 

knowledge.  

-Complete retrieval practice tasks on 

poems previously studied. 

-Update comparison table to help 

understand what poems are good to 

compare.  

-Look at past paper questions and 

consider which poems have already 

been named in exams and consider 

what poems/questions could come up.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 

 



Year group:  11 Conflict through Shakespeare Language Paper 2 and Unseen Poetry 

Content 

 

What will I learn? 

What do I need to know? 

I will learn about: 

You will develop your knowledge of how Shakespeare uses 

language, structure and form to explore the human 

condition and the conflict which arises through the plays 

of Macbeth or Romeo and Juliet or Julius Caesar. You will 

continue to understand how poets and playwrights are 

affected and influenced by the events of their time 

period and how their work is a reflection on their views 

or messages they wish their audience to understand.  You 

will focus on expanding a range of necessary skills that 

will ensure you can  analyse whole plays and poems with 

confidence. You will draw connections between the play 

and the poems from the Power and Conflict cluster to 

strengthen your comprehension, analysis and evaluative 

skills.  
Key terms: 

● Iambic pentameter 

● Hamartia  

● Tragedy  

● Soliloquy 

● Motif 

● Symbol 

● Form 

● Compare 

 

I will learn about: 

Through close exploration of non-fiction texts from the 

19th/20th/21st century, you will explore a range of 

perspectives and viewpoints on key themes and issues in 

society. You will learn how to approach Language Paper 2 

and explore how to create pieces of writing in a variety of 

different forms including letters, articles and speeches. 

You will continue exploring poetry and practice your ability 

to examine key ideas within unseen poems.  
 

Key terms: 

● Form 

● Compare 

● Summarise 

● Perspective 

● Viewpoint 

● Argue 

● Persuade 

● Explain 

● Inform 

Skills/applications 

 

What will I learn to do? 

The skills I will develop are: 

 

By the end of the unit you will be confident in comprehending 

and analysing Shakespearean language. You will be able to form 

your own opinions about the writer/poet’s intentions and explain 

why they made key decisions in their work.  You will be able to 

evaluate how an audience would react to key moments in the 

play and link this to the relevant context of the time period.  

The skills I will develop are: 

 

By the end of the unit, you will develop skills to critically evaluate 

texts through: reading in different ways for different purposes, 

summarising and synthesising ideas and information, and 

comparing how writers make deliberate choices to affect their 

audience. You will also strengthen your analysis skills through 

exploring unseen poetry as they interpret themes, ideas and 

information and compare writers’ craft. 

  



Key questions that I will have to 

consider in the unit. 

What is the human condition? 

How do writers present the idea of conflict within the ‘self’? 

To what extent do human beings have power? 

How do writers explore how our experiences shape our identity 

and our actions can impact the world around us? 

How do writers shape (use structure and form) a text to create 

meaning? 

How do writers explore the transient and fragility of human 

life? 

How can comparing and contrasting poems deepen our 

understanding of themes? 

How does the purpose of the text affect the meaning? 

How do writers use deliberate choices to manipulate their 

audience? 

How do writers convince readers of their perspective/viewpoint? 

Compare and contrast the choices made by two writers. 

Compare and contrast the effect of the choices made by two 

writers. 

How will my learning be assessed? Focus piece: Compare how the writers convey the theme of 

_____________ in POEM A and one other poem of your 

choice. 

 

End of unit assessment: 

November Mock- An exam style question with an extract 

‘How does the writer….’  

Focus piece: Unseen Poetry - 27.1 and 27.2 how does the writer… 

AND compare how two poems use methods to... 

 

End of unit assessment: Language Paper 2 Section B ‘Write an 

article/ speech/ essay to explain/ persuade your point of view…’ 

How does this help with my 

understanding beyond the 

subject? 

literacy/ numeracy/ SMSC 

education (Spiritual, moral, 

social, cultural/ HEROs/ Careers 

awareness capabilities 

  

-  Exposes you to plays which have been the foundation 

for a great deal of art (books, films, TV shows, operas 

etc.) since they were written.  

- An awareness of historical and political issues during a 

variety of time periods.  

- Understanding how current affairs shapes literature 

and writing.  

- Pursuing careers in playwriting,acting, poetry writing, 

editing and directing.  

- Exposure to varying viewpoints and perspectives from the 

19th/20th/21st century.  

- Pursuing careers in journalism.  

- Aiding in careers which involve speech writing and letter 

writing e.g. Councillors and MPs.  

How does this link to learning I 

have done before or am going to 

experience later? 

Previous Learning:  
You have previously explored how writers are ’crafters’ through 

whole texts and extract based tasks with specific focus on human 

experience, conflict and identity in Who am I (Year 7), A Christmas 

Carol (Year 8), Conflict Poetry and Speaking and Listening (Year 9), 

Identity (Year 10), Modern and 19th Century text (Year 10). By the 

end of Year 10, you will be able to: present your personal response 

to a text with close analysis on how deliberate choices create 

various meanings, shape and manipulate readers ideas with 

evidence; explore how writers’ choices are a reaction to context, 

showing your understanding of literature is a reflection of human 

experiences. 

Future Learning: 

Previous Learning: 
You have previously explored how writers craft their voice through 

non-fiction texts in Self expression and the lack of it (Year 7), Who 

am I (Year 7), Outsiders and Insiders (Year 9), Identity (Year 10). 

Learners have also developed analysis skills through unseen poetry in 

Self expression and the lack of it (Year 7) and Crossing Boundaries 

(Year 7). By the end of Year 11, you will be able to: present your 

personal response to a text with close analysis on how deliberate 

choices create various meanings, shape and manipulate readers ideas 

with evidence; explore how writers’ choices are a reaction to context, 

showing your understanding of literature is a reflection of human 

experiences. 

Future Learning: 



Language Paper 2 and Unseen poetry (Spring 1) - You will continue 

to compare  how writers use language and structure to manipulate 

their readers through close reading of non-fiction texts. 

 

You will draw comparisons between these skills and other sections of 

the exam during revision. 

What can I do at home (with my 

family) to develop my 

understanding further? 

- Watch a  production of the Shakespearean play you are 

studying to compare how key parts have been 

performed.  

- Watch films and T.V shows based on your plays to see 

the variety of interpretations.  

- -Read around your plays: your copy of the play has an 

introduction and lots of historical information which is 

a great place to find additional information.  

- Royal Shakespeare Company Learning Zone 

https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone is a 

great resource for discovering about the production of 

your Shakespearean text  

- Discuss with your family the key ideas that are still 

relevant today.  

- Read other poems by the poets you study and consider 

if the poet has a known style or topic they like to 

explore in their work.  

- Read a variety of non-fiction sources including newspaper 

articles, magazine articles, autobiographies etc.  

- Be more informed about current affairs and issues and 

discuss them with your friends and family.  

- Make use of past paper questions to practice your 

responses to questions.  

- Read a selection of different poems and practice your 

comprehension of them.  

- Watch revision videos on the poems studied in September 

to recap knowledge.  

- Complete retrieval practice tasks on poems previously 

studied. 

- Update comparison table to help understand what poems 

are good to compare.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 and 11 classes are taught in ability groups.  All pupils in our year 11 cohort will take AQA GCSE English Language (8700) and the 

majority of students will also take AQA GCSE English Literature (8702).  We offer a variety of intervention strategies to support and challenge all 

of our students. To bolster English Language skills a number of our students complete the Functional English qualification. All year 10 pupils are 

currently studying for the GCSE listed above. Our approach to GCSE teaching allows teachers to tailor the course to suit the individual needs of 

each class.  

 

 

Pupils in Year 7 are taught in form groups throughout the year.  In Year 8 and 9 students are taught in mixed ability classes which are formed 

https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone


based on a range of data and information. We ensure that all students are placed with the most appropriate teacher so that they can be both 

supported and challenged as necessary. We offer a varied and stimulating curriculum which aims to allow students to develop into creative and 

critical thinkers at the same time as covering the National Curriculum.  We have a focus on engendering excellence in terms of reading for 

meaning, writing for effect and speaking and listening actively and appropriately.  Additional support is provided within the department for those 

students whose language skills are significantly behind their chronological age. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


