
Year 7  

 

Year group: 7 Who am I?  

Identity 

Self-Expression  

Freedom  

Shared Reader 

Society and the Individual  

Subversion Through Storytelling  

Crossing Boundaries  

Content 

 

What will I learn? 

What do I need 

to know? 

I will learn about: 

 

● How we establish our sense 

of identity through the 

texts that we read.  

● How writers convey their 

different identities 

through a range of 

extracts including Malala 

Yousafzai, Suzanne Collins 

and John Agard.  

● How to use our skills of 

inference.  

 

Key terms: 

Identity 

Charactonym 

Etymology  

Activist 

Refugee 

 

I will learn about: 

 

● How individuals overcome 

adversity and make their 

voices heard 

● Why self-expression is 

important.  

● The personal experiences of 

Edith Eger, Martin Luther 

King Jr. and Maya Angelou. 

● How to write persuasively to 

express our opinions. 

 

 

Key terms: 

Oppression  

Discrimination  

Rhetoric  

Through a study of a shared reader 

I will learn: 

 

● How writers present 

characters in the novel as 

being influenced by the world 

around them.  

● To explore how key themes run 

throughout a novel. 

● How writers use the structure 

of a novel to shape meaning.  

 

 

 

Key terms: 

Genre  

Protagonist 

Conflict  

I will learn about: 

 

● How gender and other 

stereotypes have been 

portrayed and subverted / 

reversed in  

writing throughout history.  

● Why stereotypes can be 

damaging and how writers 

address this.  

● How writers present the 

stereotypes/ rebellions 

from their culture.  

 

 

 

Key terms: 

Subversion 

Culture 

Archetype 

Storytelling 

Myths 

Legends 

 

Skills/applications 

 

What will I learn 

to do? 

The skills I will develop are: 

 

● How using the right terms 

for these ‘choices’ helps us 

to understand writers’ 

intentions and the effects 

created.   

 

● Applying ‘What? How? 

Why?’ questions to a text 

enables us to explore 

writers’ choices 

The skills I will develop are: 

 

● How to use language to 

affect the reader. 

 

● Examining how writers craft 

a text. 

 

● How to use the conventions 

of different writing forms.  

 

The skills I will develop are: 

 

● How to analyse structure and 

form.  

 

● Applying ‘What? How? Why?’ 

questions to a text enables us 

to explore writers’ choices 

 

● The ability to recognise a 

variety of language devices.  

The skills I will develop are: 

 

● How to use the conventions 

of scriptwriting  

 

● The ability to use and 

perform my own writing 

 

● How to write from a 

perspective I am unfamiliar 

with. 



Key questions that 

I will have to 

consider in the 

unit. 

-What has influenced my identity?  

-How would I define myself and the 

things that are important to me? 

-What books have shaped my 

identity, and how? 

-What role does education play in 

the formation of identity? 

-How do writers /speakers present 

their own identities?  

-How do writers present a 

character’s identity? 

 

-What factors influence an 

individual’s desire to express 

themselves? 

-What might restrict an individual 

from expressing themself? 

-How is self-expression linked to 

freedom? 

-How can different types of writing 

be used for different purposes? 

-How can I powerfully express 

myself? 

 

-What do we mean by ‘society’ in the 

novel and what is important to that 

society? 

-What relationship does the main 

character have to society?  

-How influenced is the main character 

by the world around them?  

-How does the writer shape the 

identity of the individual characters? 

-What key themes and ideas impact the 

individuals? 

-What does it mean to be masculine 

and feminine both historically and in 

contemporary society? 

-Is subverting the 

norms/expectations always a good 

thing? 

-Does context affect meaning, 

specifically, cultural context and 

gender context? 

-Does storytelling have a function 

for us nowadays?  

How will my 

learning be 

assessed? 

Baseline Writing assessment: ‘The 

books that shaped my identity’  

 

End of unit assessment: ‘How does 

the writer present the identity of 

Faith?’ (Extract from ‘The Lie 

Tree’)  

 

Focus piece: Write a paragraph of a 

persuasive speech. 

 

End of unit assessment: Write a full 

speech on a topic about which you 

feel passionate. 

Focus piece: Analytical paragraph: ‘How 

does the writer present …’ 

 

End of unit: Reading assessments with a 

range of questions designed to assess 

knowledge.  

For example, ‘Define this term...’ ‘List 

three events...” ‘Identify this method...’ 

‘How does the writer presents...? 

 

End of Unit: Writing and performing   

a script which features a ‘reversal’ of 

expectations. 

How does this help 

with my 

understanding 

beyond the 

subject? 

literacy/ 

numeracy/ SMSC 

education 

(Spiritual, moral, 

social, cultural/ 

HEROs/ Careers 

awareness 

capabilities 

  

- Exposure to prolific 

writers in our society.  

- An awareness of historical 

events that have shaped 

the 20th/21st century.  

- Developing empathy HERO 

skills.  

- An awareness of key events 

of the 20th century e.g. the 

Holoaust/Civil Rights 

movement.  

- Exposure to writers in the 

canon. 

- Literacy skills- writing to 

persuade  

- -Pursuing careers in activism 

or journalism.  

 

 

 

 

 

- An understanding of how 

influential life experiences can 

be on writing.  

- To experience the 

perspectives of a variety of 

people.  

- Pursuing careers in publishing 

(creation of a novel) 

- Exposure to different 

cultures.  

- Understanding of what 

stereotypes are and how 

they have changed.  

- Public speaking skills  

- Developing empathy HERO 

skills.  

- Pursuing careers in play/film 

writing or performance.  

How does this link 

to learning I have 

done before or am 

going to 

experience later? 

Previous Learning: 

This builds on prior learning in Year 

6 including reading skills of 

decoding and comprehension. We 

will use our existing knowledge of 

Previous Learning: 

The unit will build on our 

understanding of identity and how 

this can impact an individual. We  

have explored writers’ choices and 

Previous Learning: 

We have previously explored the notion 

of ‘context’ in the Self-Expression unit, 

considering how a text must be read 

with knowledge of its context. We have 

Previous Learning: 

We have previously explored the 

notion of ‘context’ in the Self-

Expression unit, considering how a 

text must be read with knowledge of 



inference to help us explore new 

texts. We may know PEE. 

 

Future Learning: 

We will explore poetry in more 

depth and will apply our 

understanding of Malala’s speech to 

the writing of our own speech in the 

next unit of Year 7 and again later 

in Year 9 in a much more challenging 

format. We will go on to develop 

WHW paragraphs into a fuller 

essay response during the year 7 

Class Reader unit and when studying 

‘A Christmas Carol in year 8. 

 

why writers construct texts in a 

certain way. We have used textual 

evidence to support ideas and as a 

way to explore the effects of 

writers’ choices. 

 

Future Learning: 

This unit will introduce ideas of 

power and oppression that will link 

into the Dystopian unit at the 

beginning of year 8. The speech-

writing links to the Outsiders & 

Insiders unit in Year 9, and the 

speech that we go on to write and 

perform for GCSE Speaking and 

Listening.  

explored fiction extracts in the 

Identity and Self-Expression units so 

have been introduced to the idea of 

writers crafting for a purpose. We 

have learned the WHW structure for 

the Identity final assessment, as well 

as a range of subject terminology 

through the Identity and Self-

Expression units. 

 

Future Learning: 

We will start Year 8 by studying 

Dystopian fiction texts. We will go on 

to study a whole text with A Christmas 

Carol and later, in Year 9, an American 

reader.  

its context. We have explored fiction 

extracts in the Identity and Self-

Expression units so have been 

introduced to the idea of writers 

crafting literary texts for a purpose. 

 

Future Learning: 

We will continue exploring creative 

writing and how to create a voice 

throughout the Year 8 units as well 

as in the ‘Conflict Poetry’ and ‘Romeo 

and Juliet’ units in Year 9. We will 

also get a chance to explore 

performance in the ‘Shakespeare’s 

Heroes and Villains’ unit and this will 

prepare us for completing the GCSE 

Speaking and Listening assessment at 

the end of Year 9.  

What can I do at 

home (with my 

family) to develop 

my understanding 

further? 

- Talk to family/friends 

about what we think is 

important to our identity.   

 

- Research authors/writers 

that we read in class to 

find out more about their 

lives.  

https://malala.org/malalas-story 

https://www.suzannecollinsbooks.co

m/  

https://literature.britishcouncil.org

/writer/john-agard  

- Read the books of the 

extracts we look at in 

class. 

The Hunger Games  

The Lie Tree  

I am Malala  

Malala’s Magic Pencil   

- Watch interviews with the 

writers we look at.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k

f3tEz7HMOU&ab_channel=TheBro.H

enryandYouShow  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m

iKmv7Y22DI&ab_channel=Goalcast  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o

nd6r5pafjw&ab_channel=HISTORY  

 

- Discuss with your family 

examples of those who 

weren’t allowed to express 

themselves.  

 

- Read the works of the 

writers we explore/focus on 

outsiders.  

Anne Frank’s Diary  

Still I Rise  

The boy in the back of the class.  

 

- Read other texts by the 

author of the shared reader. 

War Horse  

The Dark Materials Series  

Cuckoo Song  

Wolf Brother  

  

- Research the society in which 

your book was written in e.g. 

Victorian Society/Life during 

WW1/WW2/The Holocaust 

 

- Discuss with family/friends 

other books/films/music that 

express similar themes to your 

shared reader.  

- Discuss with family/friends 

about the changes that have 

occurred with stereotypes 

over history.  

 

- Read other texts that are 

inspired by different myths 

and legends.  

The Girl of Ink and Stars  

The Cursed Child  

Jessie Burton’s Medusa  

The Dark Materials series  

The Percy Jackson series  

The Tales of King Arthur  

Loki 

 

- Research how different 

cultures view gender roles.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guid

es/zxwd3k7/revision/1  

 

 

https://malala.org/malalas-story
https://www.suzannecollinsbooks.com/
https://www.suzannecollinsbooks.com/
https://literature.britishcouncil.org/writer/john-agard
https://literature.britishcouncil.org/writer/john-agard
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kf3tEz7HMOU&ab_channel=TheBro.HenryandYouShow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kf3tEz7HMOU&ab_channel=TheBro.HenryandYouShow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kf3tEz7HMOU&ab_channel=TheBro.HenryandYouShow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=miKmv7Y22DI&ab_channel=Goalcast
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=miKmv7Y22DI&ab_channel=Goalcast
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ond6r5pafjw&ab_channel=HISTORY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ond6r5pafjw&ab_channel=HISTORY
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxwd3k7/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxwd3k7/revision/1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8  

 

Year group: 8 Dystopian Worlds 

Crossing Boundaries 

A Christmas Carol 

Identity 

Crime, Punishment and Justice  

Freedom 

Shakespeare’s Heroes and Villains 

Society and the Individual  

Content 

 

What will I learn? 

What do I need to 

know? 

I will learn about: 

 

● What conventions are 

needed to make a story 

dystopian.  

● How an author is 

influenced by events in 

politics and history when 

crafting their intended 

message.  

● How to create a dystopian 

world through descriptive 

writing.  

I will learn about: 

 

● How Dickens creates a strong 

sense of identity within his 

characters.  

● Why Dickens was influenced 

by the issues in Victorian 

society to shape key 

messages of the novella.  

● Why Dickens creates a 

character arc in his novella. 

 

 

I will learn about: 

 

● How freedom and justice can 

be interpreted.  

● How to create an individual 

‘voice’ in our creative writing.  

● How writers use the 

conventions of a crime story in 

their writing such as Arthur 

Conan Doyle and Agatha 

Christie. 

 

 

I will learn about: 

 

● Why writers present 

characters as heroes and 

villains.  

● How Shakespeare blurs the 

lines of heroes and villains in 

his plays including Macbeth 

and The Tempest.  

● How to portray a convincing 

Shakespearean character.  

 

 



Key terms: 

Utopia 

Tyrant  

Propaganda  

Democracy   

Totalitarianism  

Conformity 

 

Key terms: 

Poverty 

Injustice/social injustice 

Redemption 

Transformation 

Key terms: 

Narrative voice 

Conviction 

Confession 

Perpetrator 

Red Herrings 

 

 

Key terms: 

Hubris   

Hamartia 

Soliloquy 

Monologue 

Skills/applications 

 

What will I learn 

to do? 

I will learn (how) to: 

 

● Craft writing with a 

descriptive focus 

● Use language to provoke 

different emotions in the 

reader.  

● Edit my descriptive 

writing.  

● Identify the genre of 

dystopia by understanding 

its conventions  

I will learn (how) to: 

 

● Analyse the messages 

Dickens is conveying in his 

writing.  

● Identify key themes within a 

text 

● Compare a character from 

the beginning of the story to 

the end.  

● Compare a modern audience 

and a contemporary 

audience’s understanding of a 

text.  

I will learn (how) to: 

 

● Identify the genre of a crime 

novel by understanding its 

conventions.  

● Create a unique and individual 

voice in my writing through 

tone and point of view.  

● Identify the choices a writer 

makes to create an individual 

character.  

I will learn (how) to: 

 

● Identify the choices 

Shakespeare makes with 

form and structure.  

● Examine a character and 

define them as a hero or 

villain.  

● Craft a monologue based on 

a Shakespearean character 

and perform this.  

Key questions that 

I will have to 

consider in the 

unit. 

-What are the conventions of 

dystopian literature?  

-What has influenced dystopian 

writers throughout time?  

-Why is the dystopian genre 

relevant in today’s society? 

-Can dystopian worlds be a 

reality?  

-As a society, should we aim for a 

utopian world?  

-How does Dickens create strong 

identity in his characters? 

-Do we have a societal responsibility 

towards others, especially those who 

are less fortunate than us? 

-How far are we ‘free’ to determine 

our own identities? 

-Can fictional characters help us 

become ‘better’ people? 

-What can modern readers learn from 

Scrooge’s transformation? 

 

-What do freedom and justice mean to 

you? 

-Are people born evil or made evil?  

-Are criminals beyond redemption? 

-What are the current issues in the 

criminal justice system? 

-What does it mean to write with 

‘voice’? 

-What is a confession in everyday life 

and in crime literature? 

-Who are influential key crime writers? 

-How and why do writers present 

characters as heroes or villains? 

-How can a character be both a hero 

and a villain simultaneously? 

-What can we learn about humankind 

through literary characters? 

-Are we born a ‘hero’ or a ‘villain’? -

What makes people do good or evil? 

-What is the difference between 

connotations and denotations? 

How will my 

learning be 

assessed? 

Focus piece: Descriptive 

paragraph based on stimulus 

(image / film) 

 

End of unit: Extended descriptive 

piece based on own setting. 

 

Focus piece: Analytical paragraph 

based on a character.  

 

End of unit: Reading assessments with 

a range of questions designed to 

assess knowledge. For example, 

‘Define this term...’ ‘List three 

Focus piece: Write a paragraph of a 

confession in which you create a voice 

for a character - based on stimulus 

(extract) 

 

End of unit: Extended written 

confession with sustained voice  

EOY Exam: Reading assessments with 

a range of questions designed to 

assess knowledge. For example, 

‘Define this term...’ ‘List three 

events...” ‘Identify this method...’ 

‘Compare how the writer presents...? 

 



 events...” ‘Identify this method...’ 

‘Compare how the writer presents...? 

Assessment: Write and perform a 

monologue from your favourite 

character. 

 

How does this help 

with my 

understanding 

beyond the 

subject? 

literacy/ numeracy/ 

SMSC education 

(Spiritual, moral, 

social, cultural/ 

HEROs/ Careers 

awareness 

capabilities  

 

- Awareness of the real 

world events that 

inspired dystopia.  

- Awareness of political 

movements e.g. 

communism/facisim.  

- Pursuing careers in 

publishing, creative 

writing or journalism.  

- Popularising Christmas.  

- Christian society during the 

Vicotrian period. 

- What Victorian society was 

like.   

 

- Exposure to popular authors 

(Conan Doyle/Christie). 

- Current issues of the justice 

systems in the U.K/USA.  

- Pursuing careers in crime 

fiction writing or journalism or 

law.  

- Understand the influence 

Shakespeare has had on 

society.  

- Understand gender roles and 

how they have changed over 

time.  

- Understanding the 

complexity of being a ‘hero’. 

- Pursuing careers in 

playwriting or performing.   

How does this link 

to learning I have 

done before or am 

going to experience 

later? 

Previous Learning: 

In year 7, we study ‘The 

Undiscovered World’ which allows 

us to explore myths, legends and 

fairy tales. This unit allows us to 

continue exploring alternative 

worlds and realities and the 

landscape in which they were 

created.  

 

Future Learning: 

We will develop the broad 

vocabulary needed for future 

creative writing tasks and develop 

an understanding of the 

importance of historical, social 

and biographical context, key to 

the ‘Crime, Punishment and 

Justice’ and ‘Shakespeare’s 

Heroes and Villains’ units in Year 

8. We will begin to explore how 

different audiences respond to 

texts in different ways, for 

example,  thinking about how 

individual identity might influence 

Previous Learning: 

We studied ‘Who am I?’ in Year 7 in 

which we explored our identity and 

how people express their own. We 

have studied a novel during the Year 7 

Shared Reader unit; this unit allows 

us to continue exploring identity 

through the author's choices of 

characterisation and what potential 

messages lie beneath. In the Year 8 

‘Dystopian Worlds’ unit, we studied 

how writers draw on the context of 

their time to communicate messages. 

 

Future Learning: 

In studying how writers make choices, 

we will next make our own choices in 

our writing in our Year 8 ‘Crime, 

Punishment and Justice’ unit, 

becoming skilled writers of fictional 

texts. We will use our comparative 

skills to make connections between 

different moments of Shakespeare 

plays at the end of Year 8  and in the 

beginning of our work on Power and 

Previous Learning: 

This unit allows us to explore character 

voices in a variety of different 

extracts. This links to the Year 7  

‘Self-Expression’ and ‘Shared Reader’ 

units and also the Year 8 ‘A Christmas 

Carol’ unit. We continue expanding our 

writing skills that were developed 

throughout Year 7 in the ’Self-

Expression’ unit and also at the start of 

Year 8 in the ‘Dystopian Worlds’ unit. 

We continue to expand our knowledge 

of literature genres and their 

conventions. 

 

Future Learning: 

We will craft speeches that will require 

a unique voice and a broad vocabulary, 

in the Year 9 units, ‘Outsiders and 

Insiders’ and ‘GCSE Speaking and 

Listening.’ We will identify how writers 

use language and structure for purpose 

in the Year 9 ‘Conflict Poetry’ unit. We 

will reflect on how different texts 

influence different readers based on 

Previous Learning: 

We have been studying the 

presentation of different character 

types in literature. We have explored 

character voices in a variety of 

different extracts. This links to the 

‘Self-Expression’ unit, the ‘Shared 

Reader’ unit and the unit on ‘A 

Christmas Carol’ . We have been 

developing our writing skills  

throughout Year 7 in the ‘Self-

Expression’ unit and also at the start 

of Year 8 in the ‘Dystopian Worlds’ 

and ‘Crime, Punishment and Justice’ 

units. 

 

Future Learning: 

We will explore speeches and 

outsiders in the ‘Outsiders and 

Insiders’ unit in Year 9. We will also 

explore writing creatively again when 

exploring Conflict poetry. We will 

also study a whole Shakespeare play 

‘Romeo and Juliet’ in Year 9.   

 



textual response (gender, class, 

race, nationality). 

Conflict poetry in Year 9.  

 

the readers’ individual identity and 

experiences in ‘American Reader’ and 

‘Conflict Poetry’ in Year 9. 

 

GCSE Links: 

GCSE Speaking and Listening  

GCSE Language Paper 1 +2  Writing 

Skills  

 

GCSE Links: 

GCSE Speaking and Listening  

GCSE Language Paper 1 +2  Writing 

Skills  

GCSE Literature Paper 1 & 2 

What can I do at 

home (with my 

family) to develop 

my understanding 

further? 

- Research the real world 

events that inspired the 

dystopian stories we look 

at.  

https://www.historyextra.com/pe

riod/historical-inspiration-george-

orwell-nineteen-eighty-four/  

https://www.penguin.co.uk/article

s/2020/mar/malorie-blackman-

why-she-wrote-noughts-

crosses.html  

 

- Talk to family/friends 

about key terms e.g. 

communism/fascism.  

 

- Read the books that we 

explore through extracts. 

The Hunger Games series  

The Divergent Series  

The Noughts and Crosses Series  

Animal Farm  

1984  

The Maze Runner  

The Knife of Never Letting Go  

 

-Watch adaptations of ‘A Christmas 

Carol’. 

A Christmas Carol (2009)  

A Christmas Carol (TV Series 2019)  

The Muppets Christmas Carol  

 

- Read another of Dickens’ works.  

Oliver Twist  

David Copperfield  

 

- Research how Dickens helped create 

the Christmas traditions we know 

today.  

https://www.historyextra.com/period

/victorian/charles-dickens-

dickensian-christmas-carol-scrooge/  

- Watch adaptations of popular 

crime stories e.g. Sherlock 

Holmes/Agatha Christie.  

Sherlock Holmes (2009)  

Enola Holmes (2020)  

Murder on the Orient Express (2017) 

"Poirot" Death on the Nile 

 

- Read the books we explore 

through extracts/inspired by 

what we have read. 

The Sherlock Holmes Series  

Looking for JJ  

Girl, Missing  

Theodore Boone  

One of Us is Lying  

Death on the Nile  

Murder on the Orient Express  

A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder  

 

- Talk to family/friends about 

the justice/criminal systems in 

the world today.  

- See a Shakespeare play.  

https://www.rsc.org.uk/ 

https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/ 

https://cambridgeshakespeare.com/  

 

- Watch film adaptations of 

the plays  

Gnomeo and Juliet  

Macbeth (2010)  

Shakespeare’s Animated Tales 

 

- Read/watch modern 

interpretations of different 

plays.  

The Shakespeare Stories by Andrew 

Matthews  

Macbeth by Conrad Mason 

West Side Story  

Chasing the Stars (Othello retelling) 

by Malorie Blackman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.historyextra.com/period/historical-inspiration-george-orwell-nineteen-eighty-four/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/historical-inspiration-george-orwell-nineteen-eighty-four/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/historical-inspiration-george-orwell-nineteen-eighty-four/
https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/2020/mar/malorie-blackman-why-she-wrote-noughts-crosses.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/2020/mar/malorie-blackman-why-she-wrote-noughts-crosses.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/2020/mar/malorie-blackman-why-she-wrote-noughts-crosses.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/2020/mar/malorie-blackman-why-she-wrote-noughts-crosses.html
https://www.historyextra.com/period/victorian/charles-dickens-dickensian-christmas-carol-scrooge/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/victorian/charles-dickens-dickensian-christmas-carol-scrooge/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/victorian/charles-dickens-dickensian-christmas-carol-scrooge/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/
https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/
https://cambridgeshakespeare.com/


 

 

 

 

 

Year 9   

 

Year group: 9 American Shared Reader 

Society and Individual  

Conflict Poetry  

Freedom  

Romeo and Juliet  

Crossing Boundaries  

Outsiders and Insiders  

Identity  

GCSE Speaking and Listening 

Identity  

Content 

 

What will I learn? 

What do I need to 

know? 

I will learn about: 

 

● Life in 1930s USA 

and how this 

influenced the 

writer.  

● How the writer 

communicates their 

observations about 

society and how we 

treat each other.  

● How the writer 

explores character 

relationships and 

key themes.  

 

Key terms: 

Prejudice  

Inequality  

Racism 

Stereotypes   

I will learn about: 

 

● How the theme of 

conflict is 

explored by 

different range of 

poets.  

● How poetic devices 

are used to create 

meaning.  

● How contextual 

factors influence a 

poet’s response to 

conflict. 

 

 

Key terms: 

Antagonism   

Enjambment  

Free/Blank Verse  

Dramatic Monologue  

Anaphora  

 

I will learn about: 

 

● How Shakespeare uses 

language to create 

vivid characters and 

portray strong 

emotion.  

● How Shakespeare’s 

work is still relevant in 

a modern society.  

● Life in Elizabethan 

England and how this 

is portrayed in the 

play. 

 

Key terms: 

Revenge  

Rivalry  

Loyalty 

Forbidden love  

Personification  

Semantic Field  

Extended Metaphor  

 

I will learn about: 

 

● What it means to be 

an ‘outsider’ in 

society and explore 

examples of this. 

● Literary concepts 

such as Marxisim and 

Feminism and how 

this is potrayed in 

writing.  

● How to express a 

distinctive voice.  

 

 

Key terms: 

Marxism 

Liberation 

Marginalisation 

Periphery 

I will learn about: 

 

● How to research, in 

depth, a topic I am 

interested in.  

● What makes a 

successful verbal 

presentation.  

● How to structure a 

successful verbal 

presentation.  

 

 

 

 

Key terms: 

Oracy 

Persuade 

Argue 

Verbal cues 

Audience 

Skills/applications 

 

What will I learn 

to do? 

I will learn (how) to: 

 

● Apply contextual 

knowledge to 

enhance my analysis 

of a text.  

I will learn (how) to: 

 

● Identify a variety 

of poetic devices.  

● Apply ‘What? How? 

Why?’ questions to 

a text enabling 

I will learn (how) to: 

 

● Identify advanced 

language and 

structural techniques 

in Shakespeare’s play.  

I will learn (how) to: 

 

● Examine how 

‘outsiders’ have 

successfully conveyed 

their message about 

difficult subjects.  

I will learn (how) to: 

 

● Develop independent 

research skills 

including how to 

condense relevant 

information.  



● Consider how a text 

can be interpreted 

in multiple ways and 

why this occurs.  

● Examine how 

writers can use 

their work to 

critique/comment 

on societal issues.  

readers to explore 

how meaning is 

created. 

● Craft writing with 

a descriptive focus 

based on the 

themes and topics 

of the poems 

covered.  

● Apply advanced 

language and 

structural devices to 

my own descriptive 

writing.  

● Apply knowledge of 

Elizabethan England 

when analysing the 

play.  

● Explore the choices 

Shakespeare 

consciously makes in 

his writing.  

 

● Structure my writing 

to engage an 

audience.  

● Identify the 

conventions/features 

of different text 

types e.g. speech, 

letter, poem. 

● Apply rhetoric 

devices to my own 

writing in order to 

influence my 

audience.  

● Successfully present 

my writing to my 

peers and convey my 

opinion about an issue 

I am passionate 

about.  

Key questions that 

I will have to 

consider in the 

unit. 

-How far do you agree that 

issues prevalent in today’s 

society affect your own 

beliefs?  

-As a microcosm for 

American society, what 

issues are highlighted 

regarding society and 

individuals? 

-How does the novel explore 

prejudices  evident in 

society? 

-How does the writer 

support or criticise these 

prejudices? 

-How can society lead 

individuals to conform or 

rebel? 

 

-What ideas do the poets 

present about power and 

conflict? 

-How do they create these 

ideas (similarly and 

differently)? 

-How can poets use and 

manipulate poetic form to 

create effects? 

-How can poets create a 

distinctive voice for a 

persona? 

-How do ideas about 

memory and loss relate to 

the poems? 

 

-How does Shakespeare create 

vivid characters and scenery?  

-How does Shakespeare 

portray the characters’ 

emotions?  

-What makes Shakespeare’s 

work still relevant today?  

-Does Shakespeare present 

Romeo and Juliet as rule-

breakers or trend-setters? 

-Would Romeo and Juliet’s 

behaviour be acceptable in 

today’s society? 

 

-What does it mean to be an 

‘outsider’ from society? 

-How can marginalisation be 

liberating and empowering? 

What insights can be gained 

from being on the periphery 

of society? 

-How can a lack of need to 

conform offer freedom? 

-How have writers over time 

used their texts to challenge 

established ‘norms’ and 

expectations? 

 

 

-What makes a good verbal 

presentation? 

-How can I use independent 

study to deepen my 

understanding of the topic? 

-How can I structure my 

presentation to influence my 

audience? 

-How can I use verbal cues to 

enhance my presentation? 

-How can I use language 

techniques effectively to 

strengthen my argument?  

 



How will my 

learning be 

assessed? 

Focus piece: Analytical 

paragraph: How does the 

writer...?  

 

End of unit assessment:  

‘How does the writer...?’ 

Essay question which is 

extract-based - must refer 

to this and whole text. 

 

 

Focus piece: A paragraph 

practising descriptive 

techniques based on the 

themes/ideas of the poems 

studied.  

  

End of Unit: ‘You are the…’ 

a creative piece of writing 

inspired by one of the 

poems studied.  

 

 

Focus piece: A short analytical 

piece based on a key 

character. 

 

End of unit: Analytical 

response to an unseen extract 

- must refer to this and whole 

text. 

 

Focus piece: Paragraphs of 

speech in the style of … 

(Obama / Watson / Thunberg) 

 

End of unit assessment: 

Writing task: Give a voice to 

the ‘voiceless’: Write a speech 

or opinion piece for a 

character/figure who is 

marginalised. Adopt a persona 

or write as yourself. 

 

Speaking and Listening 

assessment (Use of GCSE 

criteria) 

How does this help 

with my 

understanding 

beyond the 

subject? 

literacy/ 

numeracy/ SMSC 

education 

(Spiritual, moral, 

social, cultural/ 

HEROs/ Careers 

awareness 

capabilities  

- Awareness of the 

history of racism. 

- Awareness of 

sexism in 

literature.  

- Understanding of 

the 20th USA.  

- Empathetic to the 

issues of racism 

and gender in our 

society.  

 

- Poets who have 

shaped culture.  

- How people have 

chosen to express 

their opinions on 

what they believe 

to be right or 

wrong.  

- -Pursuing careers 

in poetry writing or 

editing.  

- The impact the play 

has had on film and 

literature.  

- Literacy: Technical 

Accuracy.  

- Pursuing careers in 

creative writing or 

historical research of 

the Elizabethan era.  

 

- Current affairs 

awareness.  

- How to deal with 

controversial topics.  

- How to express an 

opinion convincingly.  

- Pursuing careers in 

journalism or activism 

or politics/current 

affairs.  

- Presentation skills.  

- Research skills.  

- How to express a 

balanced argument. 

- Pursuing careers 

which involve public 

speaking.  

- Speaking and 

listening skills 

required for 

interviews.   

How does this link 

to learning I have 

done before or am 

going to 

experience later? 

Previous Learning: 

We have already explored 

characterisation and how 

the writer shapes a 

character’s identity through 

language and structure. We  

have also explored how 

society impacts the identity 

and lives of people, such as 

the poor in ‘A Christmas 

Carol.’  The unit also links 

with Year 7 ‘Self-

Expression’ where we 

studied real-life 

experiences of oppression. 

Throughout Year 7 and 8, 

we have developed an 

Previous Learning: 

We began to make 

comparisons in 

characterisation when 

studying ‘A Christmas Carol’ 

in Year 8’, as well as 

analysing the text's 

structure. In Year 8, we 

created imaginative texts 

using deliberate language 

choices. We also had an 

appreciation of how writers 

are influenced by their 

context(s) in units in both 

Years 8 and 9. Finally, we’ve 

learnt to give a response to 

a text and to express our 

Previous Learning:  

The unit allows us to build upon 

our descriptive writing skills. 

This links to previous units 

including the Year 8 unit 

‘Dystopian Worlds.’ We will 

also be developing our skills of 

exploring how writers craft 

their work which links to 

previous units such as ‘Self-

Expression’, ‘Shared Reader’ 

(year 7) and ‘Crime, Punishment 

and Justice’ (Year 8). Our 

knowledge of Shakespeare will 

continue to be developed from 

the Year 8 ‘Shakespeare’s 

Heroes and Villains’ unit. We 

Previous Learning: 

We have previously explored 

how writers construct texts 

to create voice through the 

Year 7 unit ‘Self-Expression,’ 

with specific focus on  key 

historical figures who have 

challenged the norm. The Year 

8 unit ‘Crime, Punishment and 

Justice’ allowed us to 

understand the mechanisms of 

society, such as law & order, 

which restrict outsiders, and 

how ‘rule-breakers’ are dealt 

with. In addition, in Year 9 we 

have started to investigate 

how writers influence readers 

Previous Learning: 

We have previously developed 

persuasive and argumentative 

skills in the Year 7 unit ‘Self 

Expression’ and recently in 

the last unit, ‘Outsiders and 

Insiders.’ We have also 

developed skills to present 

verbally to an audience 

through the Year 8 unit 

‘Shakespeare’s Heroes and 

Villains.’ We have written in  

different forms including 

speech-writing and monologue- 

writing, as well as creatively.  

 

Future Learning: 



understanding of how 

language and structure are 

used by writers to influence 

readers which have 

informed personal response 

to texts. In addition, we 

have developed an 

appreciation of why writers 

draw on the context of 

their time to communicate 

messages. 

 

Future Learning: 

We will continue to evaluate 

the effects of writers’ 

choices and an awareness of 

the importance of social and 

cultural context through 

comparing and contrasting 

poems in the year 9 Power 

and Conflict Unit.  

personal appreciation of it. 

 

Future Learning: 

We will continue to work on 

the GCSE Poetry Anthology 

throughout Years 10-11. We 

will continue to think about 

context, language, 

structure, audience and 

alternative interpretations 

when working on ‘Romeo and 

Juliet’ in the next unit. Our 

analysis of writers' 

language and structural 

choices will influence our 

own creative writing that 

we will work on at the end 

of Year 9.  

 

 

will continue to practise our 

analytical writing skills which 

have been taught in units such 

as ‘Who Aim I?’, ‘Shared 

Reader’, (Year 7), ‘A Christmas 

Carol’ (Year 8),  ‘The American 

Shared Reader’ and ‘Conflict 

Poetry’ (Year 9).  

 

Future Learning:  

We  will use our understanding 

of language and structural 

features in the speeches we 

will write in ‘Outsiders and 

Insiders’ and ‘GCSE Speaking 

and Listening’. We will also 

continue to work on 

understanding and using 

structure in our Language 

Paper 1 work in Year 10. An 

understanding of plot, 

characters and themes is 

essential as we will study our 

next Shakespearean tragedy in 

Year 11, where our skills of 

analysing context, 

understanding reader response 

and evaluating language and 

structure need to be secure. 

 

using language and structure, 

considering ambiguity in 

meaning to develop personal 

responses to texts.  

 

Future Learning: 

In the next unit, we will apply 

these skills as we create a 

persuasive verbal speech 

based on a topic of interest.  

We will continue to apply 

critical lenses to deepen our 

understanding of texts across 

Years 10 and 11.  

We will be given the 

opportunity to present our 

viewpoints on a range of 

topics across Years 10 and 11, 

strengthening our speaking 

and listening skills.  

 

What can I do at 

home (with my 

family) to develop 

my understanding 

further? 

- Discuss with 

family/friends the 

issues of racism in 

the USA/UK today. 

 

- Watch adaptations 

of the books to 

support 

understanding of 

the plot.  

 

- Read poems 

written by poets 

studied or that 

deal with the 

theme of conflict.  

Dulce et Decorum est 

Casualty 

Flag  

In Memoriam A.H.H.   

https://literature.britishco

uncil.org/project/the-

poetry-of-conflict  

- See a play adaptation 

of ‘Romeo and Juliet. ‘ 

https://www.rsc.org.uk/ 

https://www.shakespearesglob

e.com/ 

https://cambridgeshakespeare

.com/  

- Watch/read modern 

interpretations of the 

text.  

West Side Story 

Noughts and Crosses 

- Read/watch around 

the concepts of 

Marxism and 

Feminism.  

https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=fSQgCy_iIcc&ab_chann

el=TheSchoolofLife  

https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=91ZWRf3GA6k&ab_chan

nel=BBCIdeas  

 

- Ask family/friends 

for questions about 

your chosen topic.  

 

- Present your speech 

to a variety of 

different people to 

get their feedback. 

  

- Record yourself 

delivering the speech 

to see where there 

https://literature.britishcouncil.org/project/the-poetry-of-conflict
https://literature.britishcouncil.org/project/the-poetry-of-conflict
https://literature.britishcouncil.org/project/the-poetry-of-conflict
https://www.rsc.org.uk/
https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/
https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/
https://cambridgeshakespeare.com/
https://cambridgeshakespeare.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSQgCy_iIcc&ab_channel=TheSchoolofLife
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSQgCy_iIcc&ab_channel=TheSchoolofLife
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSQgCy_iIcc&ab_channel=TheSchoolofLife
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91ZWRf3GA6k&ab_channel=BBCIdeas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91ZWRf3GA6k&ab_channel=BBCIdeas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91ZWRf3GA6k&ab_channel=BBCIdeas


- -Research the lives 

of Lee/Steinbeck 

and whether their 

other books took a 

similar stance.  

https://www.smithsonianma

g.com/arts-culture/harper-

lees-novel-achievement-

141052/  

Go Set a Watchman  

https://www.nobelprize.org/

prizes/literature/1962/stei

nbeck/biographical/  

 

 

- Create revision 

games with key 

poetic terms.  

 

Gnomeo and Juliet  

 

- Discuss with 

family/friends 

whether Romeo and 

Juliet did the right 

thing and why.  

- Discuss with 

family/friends the 

issues outsiders have 

brought to our 

attention.  

 

- Practise how to be 

persuasive in your 

writing and your 

speech.  

could be 

improvements.  

 

 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/harper-lees-novel-achievement-141052/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/harper-lees-novel-achievement-141052/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/harper-lees-novel-achievement-141052/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/harper-lees-novel-achievement-141052/
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/literature/1962/steinbeck/biographical/
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/literature/1962/steinbeck/biographical/
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/literature/1962/steinbeck/biographical/

