
 

Year 

group: 7 

Subject:  

Drama 

Autumn 1  

Drama Strategies 

Autumn 2 

Tone/TBT  

Spring 1 

Let Them Have 

It  

Spring 2 

World 

Theatre  

Summer 1 

Music In 

Drama  

Summer 2 

Anti-

Bullying  

Content  

  

What will I 

learn? 

 

 

What do I 

need to 

know?  

 

I will learn 

about: The 

Drama Strategies 

and how to 

incorporate them 

in a piece of 

Drama 

  

  

I will know 

that: the 

Strategies will 

form a bedrock 

to all future 

Drama learning 

  

  

Key terms: Still 

Images, Thought 

Track, Cross Cut, 

Split Scene, 

Narration, 

Marking The 

Moment 

  

  

  

I will learn 

about: The 

use of tone 

and control of 

physicality 

  

 I will know 

that: clarity of 

tone is 

essential and 

that 

physicality 

helps to 

communicate 

meaning   

  

  

 

Key terms:  

Total Body 

Theatre, 

Physicality, 

Tone, 

Storytelling 

I will learn 

about:  

The life and 

death of Derek 

Bentley 

  

  

I will know 

that: it is 

important to 

link Drama to 

events in the 

real world 

  

 

Key terms: 

the justice 

system, 

perspective, 

equality and 

fairness 

   

I will learn 

about:  

Different 

styles of 

theatre and 

cultures 

  

  

I will know 

that:  

Every 

country has 

its own style 

of theatre 

  

 Key terms:  

Style, music, 

intention, 

culture 

I will learn 

about: the 

impact 

music can 

have on a 

piece of 

Drama  

  

  

I will know 

that: 

Music can 

help 

establish 

tone and 

help create 

impact 

  

 Key terms:  

Music, tone, 

impact, 

audience, 

rhythm, 

volume, 

intensity, 

direction 

I will learn 

about: the 

impact that 

my actions 

will have 

on others 

and I will 

explore 

this using 

Drama 

  

  

I will 

know 

that: I will 

be able to 

read a 

script and 
understand 

the 

directions 

it is giving 

me 

  

  

Key 

terms:  

Script, Still 

image, 

Role-on-

the-wall, 

Hot 

Seating 

Skills/appli

cations  

  

What will I 

learn to do?  

I will learn 

(how) to: use the 

Strategies 

effectively in a 

piece of Drama 

I will learn 

(how) 

to: create a 

clear tone and 

to control my 

physicality 

I will learn 

(how) to: use a 

real life event 

as a stimulus 

for a piece of 

Drama 

I will learn 

(how) to: 

Adopt 

different 

styles and 

use these in 

my own 

pieces of 

Drama   

I will learn 

(how) to:  

Use a piece 

of music 

effectively 

in order to 

enhance a 

piece of 

Drama 

I will learn 

(how) 

to: use a 

script and 

follow 

written 

direction 



  

Key 

questions 

that I will 

have to 

consider in 

the unit.  

Which Strategies 

are appropriate 

to use in the 

piece? Do my 

chosen Strategies 

enhance my 

work? 

 

  

  

  

 How to I 

create a clear 

tone? How 

can I maintain 

the tone? 

How clear am 

I being 

through my 

use of 

physicality? 

 What are my 

personal 

thoughts on the 

events in 

question? 

Which element 

of the story do I 

connect to? 

 Which 

styles do I 

connect to? 

How do 

these styles 

link to what 

I recognize 

as theatre? 

 What 

impact do I 

want the 

music to 

have? What 

music 

would be 

suitable? 

How am I 

going to use 

it? 

 How do I 

create a 

clear 

message to 

the 

audience 

about 

Anti-

bullying 

using 

physical 

and vocal 

skills? 

How will 

my learning 

be 

assessed?  

 Through 

rehearsing, 

performing and 

evaluating 

  

  

  

  

 Through 

rehearsing, 

performing 

and 

evaluating 

 Through 

rehearsing, 

performing and 

evaluating 

Through 

rehearsing, 

evaluating 

and end of 

lesson 

performances 

 Through 

rehearsing, 

performing 

and 

evaluating 

Through 

rehearsing, 

performing 

and 

evaluating 

How does 

this help 

with my 

understandi

ng beyond 

the subject?  

literacy/ 

numeracy/ 

SMSC 

education 

(Spiritual, 

moral, 

social, 

cultural/ 

HEROs/ 

Careers 

awareness 

capabilities 

  

 All of the work 

done in Year 7 

will cover ‘The 6 

C’s’ – 

CONFIDENCE, 

COOPERATION, 

COMMUNICATION

, CREATIVITY, 

COLLABORATION 

& CONTROL 

 

  

 Continued 

development 

of ‘The 6 C’s’ 

but with an 

emphasis on 

negotiation 

amongst 

group 

members 

 This unit 

explores the 

moral and 

social context 

of the events. 

The religious 

context will 

also be 

explored in the 

debate over the 

sanctity of life   

 This unit 

will provide 

an insight 

into 

different 

cultures and 

theatre 

styles from 

around the 

world 

In this unit, 

you will 

have an 

opportunity 

to create 

pieces of 

work with a 

strong 

emotional/ 

relatable 

core 

 This unit 

of work 

will link in 

with 

morals and 

literacy 

with 

homework 

and 

reading in 

lesson. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



How does 

this link to 

learning I 

have done 

before or 

am going to 

experience 

later?  

The Drama 

Strategies will be 

referred to and 

used throughout 

your time in 

Drama 

The 

incorporation 

of the Drama 

Strategies will 

be expected in 

your tone/tbt 

piece in order 

to enhance 

the work 

 A clear tone 

will be 

required along 

with effective 

use of the 

Drama 

Strategies 

This builds 

on the topic 

of theatre 

and its links 

to the world 

around us 

This links to 

the varied 

uses of 

music that 

can be heard 

in world 

theatre 

This links 

in with 

prior 

learning as 

they will 

be using 

Drama 

strategies 

that they 

learnt in 

unit 1 

What can I 

do at home 

(with my 

family) to 

develop my 

understandi

ng further?  

 Practice the 

Strategies at 

home with 

family members! 

 Try and 

watch theatre, 

films, 

programmes 

that have a 

clear tone. 

Practice your 

TBT around 

the house!  

 Extended 

research on the 

topic. 

Discussions at 

home on the 

main themes 

and issues – 

what are their 

thoughts? 

 Watch 

extended 

clips and 

discuss 
commonalities 

 Listen to a 

wide variety 

of music. 

Ask those 

you live 

with what 

their 

favourite 

music is! 

 Read 

scripts 

given to 

them in 

their 

English 

curriculum 

and have a 

discussion 

at home 

about the 

impact 

bullying 

has on 

one’s 

wellbeing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 

group: 8 

Subject:  

Drama 

Autumn 1  

Character 

Creation 

Autumn 2 

American 

Civil Rights  

Spring 1 

Stylized 

Theatre 

Spring 2 

Short Play 

Summer 1 

Macbeth 

Summer 2 

Curious 

Incident 

Content  

  

What will I 

learn? 

 

 

What do I 

need to 

know?  

 

I will learn 

about: The 

importance of 

character in a 

piece of Drama 

  

  

I will know that: 

It is important to 

create clearly 

defined characters 

  

  

 

Key 

terms: Character, 

physicality, voice, 

gesture, 

mannerisms, 

posture 

  

  

  

I will learn 

about:  

certain 

individuals 

and events 

in The 

American 

Civil Rights 

Movement 

  

 I will know 

that: past 

events have 

helped 

shape our 

present and 

our future 

  

 

Key terms:  

Monologue, 

creative 

writing, 

perspective, 

equality, 

prejudice 

I will learn 

about:  

Stylized theatre 

and how it can 

be created 

  

  

I will know 

that: there are 

many different 

forms of 

theatre and 

many different 

styles 

  

 

Key terms: 

Stylized 

theatre, 

Naturalism, 

breaking the 4th 

wall, lights, 

costume, 

sound, set, 

staging, 

symbolism, 

interpretation, 

props 

   

I will learn 

about:  

The need for 

clear 

staging/ 

blocking in a 

piece of 

Drama 

  

  

I will know 

that:  

Every 

movement 

could 

potentially 
communicate 

meaning to an 

audience 

  

 Key terms:  

Blocking, 

staging, 

directions, 

up/down 

stage, stage 

left/right, 

centre stage, 

proxemics 

I will learn 

about:  
Shakespeare’s 

play, The 

tragedy of 

Macbeth 

  

 

 

 

I will know 

that: 

Macbeth is 

performed 

in theatre, 

film, in 

modern and 

original 

performance 

styles which 

speak to all 

ages of 

mankind 

  

  

 

Key terms:  

Action, plot, 

character, 

themes & 

issues, 

contemporary, 

classical. 

 

I will learn 

about: the 

book/play 

‘The Curious 

Incident Of 

The Dog In 

The Night 

Time’ and its 

themes and 

issues 

  

  

I will know 

that: all the 

skills/ 

knowledge 

learnt in Year 

8 can be 

combined for 

a piece of 

Drama 

  

  

Key terms:  

Themes, 

issues, 

Character, 

monologue, 

stylized 

theatre, 

naturalism, 

blocking 

 

Skills/appli

cations  

  

What will I 

learn to do?  

I will learn (how) 

to: create an 

original character 

that is different to 

myself  

I will learn 

(how) 

to: write 

from the 

perspective 

of someone 

else and step 

into their 

shoes. To 

I will learn 

(how) to: create 

an original 

piece of 

stylized theatre 

I will learn 

(how) to: 

Create 

original 

blocking/ 

staging for a 

published 

play 

I will learn 

(how) to:  

Create, 

rehearse 

and perform 

original or 

improvised 

 versions of 

Macbeth. 

I will learn 

(how) 

to: combine 

the skills/ 

Knowledge 

gained from 

previous 

units in order 

to create an 



link past 

events to 

present day 

original piece 

of theatre 

Key 

questions 

that I will 

have to 

consider in 

the unit.  

How much 

awareness of 

myself do I have? 

How can I change 

my voice and 

physicality? 

 

  

  

  

 How far 

have we 

come in our 

fight again 

racial 

prejudice? 

How have 

past events 

coloured our 

present? 

Can I 

consider the 

views of 

others? 

 What makes a 

piece stylized? 

What are the 

differences 

between a 

stylized piece 

and a 

naturalistic 

piece? What is 

the point of my 

piece, what are 

its intentions? 

 What are 

the 

intentions of 

the 

scene/line/ 

moment? 

What am I 

expressing 

non-verbally 

in this 

moment? 

 How can I 

perform this 

in a 

gripping 

and 

powerful 

way that 

will hold an 

audience’s 

attention? 

 What are the 

themes and 

issues of the 

text? What do 

I want my 

piece to say? 

What are the 

intentions?  

How will 

my learning 

be 

assessed?  

 Through practical 

exercises in 

character creation 

workshops and 

evaluation 

  

  

  

  

 Through 

rehearsing, 

performing 

and 

evaluating 

 Through 

rehearsing, 

performing and 

evaluating 

Through 

rehearsing, 

performing 

and 

evaluating 

 Through 

rehearsing, 

performing 

and 

evaluating. 

Through 

rehearsing, 

performing 

and 

evaluating 

How does 

this help 

with my 

understandi

ng beyond 

the subject?  

literacy/ 

numeracy/ 

SMSC 

education 

(Spiritual, 

moral, 

social, 

cultural/ 

HEROs/ 

Careers 

awareness 

capabilities 

  

 This unit will 

make you more 

aware of the 

world around me 

and of individuals 

you interact with. 

You will also be 

able to empathise 

and sympathise 

more as a result of 

this unit 

 

  

 This unit 

will enable 

you to 

consider 

how far we 

have come 

as a society 

in our battle 

against 

racial 

prejudice. Is 

it a case of 

look how far 

we have 

come or is it 

a case of 

look how 

much work 

we have left 

to do? 

 This unit 

allows you to 

explore a 

number of 

themes and 

issues but will 

also help you 

question pre-

existing and 

traditional 

view points 

 

 This unit 

will improve 

literacy skills 

through the 

exploration 

of published 

plays. We 

will also be 

exploring 

the social 

and moral 

contexts of 

the chosen 

plays 

 This unit 

will help 

students 

make links 

between 

modern and 

historical 

drama. You 

will see the 

timeless 

genius of 

Shakespeare 

seeing links   

to his time 

and ours, 

exploring 

universal 

themes and 

ideas 

relevant to 

 This unit will 

develop 

literacy skills 

through the 

exploration of 

the text. You 

will also have 

to consider 

the social, 

cultural and 

moral 

contexts and 

aspects of 

your piece – 

ultimately, 

what do you 

want to say to 

your 

audience? 



Literacy 

skills will 

also be 

developed 

through the 

creative 

writing 

tasks 

the past and 

the present. 

 

How does 

this link to 

learning I 

have done 

before or 

am going to 

experience 

later?  

 This unit will 

provide me with a 

specific skill set to 

enable me to play 

a character in all 

upcoming pieces I 

create and in 

script work  

 This unit 

will build 

upon your 

character 

creation 

skills but 

this time, 

with clearer 

connections 

to the real 

world and 

the notion of 

perspective 

This unit will 

build on 

monologue 

work in Units 1 

& 2 as well as 

returning to the 

Drama 

Strategies and 

tone work 

carried out in 

Year 7 

This unit 

will require 

you to use 

your 

character 

creation 

knowledge 

as well as 

your  
Understanding 

of stylized 

theatre 

This will 

call upon 

both 

scripted and 

improvised  

work and be 

able to make 

informed 

choices as to 

when each is 

most 

effective 

dramatically

.  

 In this unit, 

you will 

combine the 

previous 

units for your 

piece. You 

will even 

reference 

units of work 

form Year 7 

e.g. Drama 

Strategies, 

Tone, Music 

in Drama 

What can I 

do at home 

(with my 

family) to 

develop my 

understandi

ng further?  

 Talk to family 

members about 

interesting people 

they might know 

– what makes 

them interesting? 

 Ask family 

members 

about their 

views and 

experiences 

on the topic  

 Show pieces of 

work that are 

shown to you 

in class to 

family 

members. What 

are their 

thoughts/ 
interpretations? 

Discuss your 

family’s 

favourite 

plays and get 

them to play 

the 

characters 

from the 

play! It’ll 

help you 

learn your 

lines 

 Watch 

versions of 

the play 

together on 

various 

platforms. 

Notice the 

political 

news stories 

of today and 

their power 

struggles.  

 Discuss with 

family 

members the 

previous 

units and 

decide how 

you can 

include some 

of this 

teaching 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year group: 9 

Subject:  

Drama 

Autumn 1 & 2 

History of Theatre 

 

Spring 1 & 2 

The Practitioners 

 

Summer 1 & 2 

Devising 

 

Content  

  

What will I learn? 

 

 

What do I need to 

know?  

 

I will learn about: the history 

of theatre. We will explore 

specific and important 

moments from a history of 

theatre timeline 

  

  

I will know that: the history of 

theatre is so varied and that 

the whole of theatre is cyclical 

and connected. 

  

  

Key terms: Ancient Greek, 

Morality plays, Elizabethan, 

Restoration, Naturalism, 

Contemporary 

  

  

  

I will learn 

about: different 

theatre practitioners 

and their individual 

styles and 

methodologies 

  

 I will know that: 

there are a number of 

different and varied 

styles which we can 

adopt as theatre 

makers  

  

 

Key 

terms: Practitioners, 

style, Stanislavski, 

Brecht, Berkoff, 

Artaud, Frantic 

Assembly, 

Complicite,  

 

I will learn about:  

devising from a stimulus 

in order to create a piece 

of theatre  

  

  

I will know that: I can 

combine the knowledge 

gained from the history of 

theatre and practitioners 

to create a piece of theatre 

  

 

Key terms: History of 

Theatre, practitioners, 

devising, stimulus, styles, 

methodologies, building 

blocks, form, language, 

character, genre 

   

Skills/applications  

  

What will I learn to 

do?  

I will learn (how) to: research 

specific moments from the 

timeline in order to create and 

perform presentations 

I will learn (how) 

to: adopt the 

methodologies, 

techniques and 

working practices of 

selected practitioners 

I will learn (how) to: use 

a stimulus in order to 

generate ideas for a piece 

of theatre. I will also 

incorporate knowledge 

gained from the history of 

theatre and theatre 

practitioners 

Key questions that I 

will have to consider 

in the unit.  

What are the connections 

between the stages in the 

timeline? What are the 

connections between theatre of 

the past and contemporary 

theatre? How can I best present 

the research that I found? 

 

  

  

  

What do I think/feel 

about the different 

styles? Which of the 

practitioners/styles 

do I like? Which 

styles do I not like? 

How can I use these 

styles and 

incorporate the 

different 

methodologies in a 

piece of Drama 

 How can I generate ideas 

from the stimulus? What 

are the aims and 

intentions for my piece? 

Which practitioner do I 

want to use to inform the 

piece? What is the style 

and genre of my piece? 



How will my 

learning be 

assessed?  

Through rehearsing, 

performing and evaluating 

  

  

 Through rehearsal, 

participation in 

individual 

practitioner 

workshops and 

evaluation 

 Through rehearsing, 

performing and 

evaluating 

We will also refer to the 

Edexcel marking criteria 

for Component 1  

How does this help 

with my 

understanding 

beyond the subject?  

literacy/ numeracy/ 

SMSC education 

(Spiritual, moral, 

social, cultural/ 

HEROs/ Careers 

awareness 

capabilities   

 Theatre throughout time has 

been able to hold up a 

magnifying glass to the world. 

Through this exploration, we 

will not only learn about 

different theatre styles but we 

will look at the spiritual, 

moral, social and cultural 

context of each aspect of the 

timeline 

 

  

 A huge amount of 

the different theatre 

practitioners’ styles 

and methodologies 

stemmed from their 

backgrounds and 

experiences. As a 

result, we will 

explore the cultural, 

religious, historical 

and political contexts 

of the time of the 

different 

practitioners 

 This unit will provide an 

insight into the Edexcel 

GCSE course. It will also 

provide you with an 

opportunity to create a 

piece with a clear 

spiritual, moral or cultural 

message 

How does this link 

to learning I have 

done before or am 

going to experience 

later?  

 Units 1 and 2 will work as 

preparation units for Unit 3. 

These 2 units are more about 

gaining knowledge rather than 

skills. This unit will provide 

you with more of a context to 

theatre and its rich history 

 Units 1 and 2 will 

work as preparation 

units for Unit 3. 

These 2 units are 

more about gaining 

knowledge rather 

than skills. This unit 

will provide you a 

vast array of styles 

and practitioners to 

choose from when 

creating pieces of 

work 

This unit will enable you 

to use the knowledge 

gained in Units 1 & 2 

whilst providing practical 

experience of the Edexcel 

GCSE Drama course  

 

https://qualifications.pear

son.com/en/qualifications/

edexcel-gcses/drama-

2016.html  

What can I do at 

home (with my 

family) to develop 

my understanding 

further?  

 Share your research with 

family members. Tell them 

what you have discovered and 

discuss how you are going to 

present your information 

 Show family 

members the 

different styles 

covered in lessons – 

ask them what they 

think! Watch longer, 

extended clips from 

the work of the 

different 

practitioners 

Share the stimuli with 

family members. Ask 

them for their opinion and 

ideas.   
 

 

 


