
Year group: 9 

Subject:  

Drama 

Autumn 1 & 2 

History of Theatre 

 

Spring 1 & 2 

The Practitioners 

 

Summer 1 & 2 

Devising 

 

Content  

  

What will I learn? 

 

 

What do I need to 

know?  

 

I will learn about: the history 

of theatre. We will explore 

specific and important 

moments from a history of 

theatre timeline 

  

  

I will know that: the history of 

theatre is so varied and that 

the whole of theatre is cyclical 

and connected. 

  

  

Key terms: Ancient Greek, 

Morality plays, Elizabethan, 

Restoration, Naturalism, 

Contemporary 

  

  

  

I will learn 

about: different 

theatre practitioners 

and their individual 

styles and 

methodologies 

  

 I will know that: 

there are a number of 

different and varied 

styles which we can 

adopt as theatre 

makers  

  

 

Key 

terms: Practitioners, 

style, Stanislavski, 

Brecht, Berkoff, 

Artaud, Frantic 

Assembly, 

Complicite,  

 

I will learn about:  

devising from a stimulus 

in order to create a piece 

of theatre  

  

  

I will know that: I can 

combine the knowledge 

gained from the history of 

theatre and practitioners 

to create a piece of theatre 

  

 

Key terms: History of 

Theatre, practitioners, 

devising, stimulus, styles, 

methodologies, building 

blocks, form, language, 

character, genre 

   

Skills/applications  

  

What will I learn to 

do?  

I will learn (how) to: research 

specific moments from the 

timeline in order to create and 

perform presentations 

I will learn (how) 

to: adopt the 

methodologies, 

techniques and 

working practices of 

selected practitioners 

I will learn (how) to: use 

a stimulus in order to 

generate ideas for a piece 

of theatre. I will also 

incorporate knowledge 

gained from the history of 

theatre and theatre 

practitioners 

Key questions that I 

will have to consider 

in the unit.  

What are the connections 

between the stages in the 

timeline? What are the 

connections between theatre of 

the past and contemporary 

theatre? How can I best present 

the research that I found? 

 

  

  

  

What do I think/feel 

about the different 

styles? Which of the 

practitioners/styles 

do I like? Which 

styles do I not like? 

How can I use these 

styles and 

incorporate the 

different 

methodologies in a 

piece of Drama 

 How can I generate ideas 

from the stimulus? What 

are the aims and 

intentions for my piece? 

Which practitioner do I 

want to use to inform the 

piece? What is the style 

and genre of my piece? 



How will my 

learning be 

assessed?  

Through rehearsing, 

performing and evaluating 

  

  

 Through rehearsal, 

participation in 

individual 

practitioner 

workshops and 

evaluation 

 Through rehearsing, 

performing and 

evaluating 

We will also refer to the 

Edexcel marking criteria 

for Component 1  

How does this help 

with my 

understanding 

beyond the subject?  

literacy/ numeracy/ 

SMSC education 

(Spiritual, moral, 

social, cultural/ 

HEROs/ Careers 

awareness 

capabilities   

 Theatre throughout time has 

been able to hold up a 

magnifying glass to the world. 

Through this exploration, we 

will not only learn about 

different theatre styles but we 

will look at the spiritual, 

moral, social and cultural 

context of each aspect of the 

timeline 

 

  

 A huge amount of 

the different theatre 

practitioners’ styles 

and methodologies 

stemmed from their 

backgrounds and 

experiences. As a 

result, we will 

explore the cultural, 

religious, historical 

and political contexts 

of the time of the 

different 

practitioners 

 This unit will provide an 

insight into the Edexcel 

GCSE course. It will also 

provide you with an 

opportunity to create a 

piece with a clear 

spiritual, moral or cultural 

message 

How does this link 

to learning I have 

done before or am 

going to experience 

later?  

 Units 1 and 2 will work as 

preparation units for Unit 3. 

These 2 units are more about 

gaining knowledge rather than 

skills. This unit will provide 

you with more of a context to 

theatre and its rich history 

 Units 1 and 2 will 

work as preparation 

units for Unit 3. 

These 2 units are 

more about gaining 

knowledge rather 

than skills. This unit 

will provide you a 

vast array of styles 

and practitioners to 

choose from when 

creating pieces of 

work 

This unit will enable you 

to use the knowledge 

gained in Units 1 & 2 

whilst providing practical 

experience of the Edexcel 

GCSE Drama course  

 

https://qualifications.pear

son.com/en/qualifications/

edexcel-gcses/drama-

2016.html  

What can I do at 

home (with my 

family) to develop 

my understanding 

further?  

 Share your research with 

family members. Tell them 

what you have discovered and 

discuss how you are going to 

present your information 

 Show family 

members the 

different styles 

covered in lessons – 

ask them what they 

think! Watch longer, 

extended clips from 

the work of the 

different 

practitioners 

Share the stimuli with 

family members. Ask 

them for their opinion and 

ideas.   
 

 

 


