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To whom it may concern 

 

As Strategic Lead – Secondary and Special Schools I wish to comment upon the excellent 
work that has been undertaken by the Senior Leadership Team and other members of the 
John Henry Newman School in support of the Nicholas Breakspear School, St Albans. 

In September of 2013, Mr Mathew was appointed as Executive Headteacher of the Nicholas 
Breakspear School.  This was a decision taken by the Diocese of Westminster Academy 
Trust to support the Nicholas Breakspear School, as it was felt that this school was about to 
move into ‘Special Measures’.  In October of 2013 this proved to be the case, despite the 
immediate and uncompromising actions of Mr Mathew and his team in supporting the 
school. 

The resulting inspection report for Nicholas Breakspear School clearly identifies the swift 
actions taken, but highlights the need for impact to be shown over time.  Over the past year 
Herts for Learning Ltd (as the strategic partner for school improvement work in Hertfordshire 
on behalf of Hertfordshire County Council) has worked very closely with Mr Mathew and the 
Leadership Team of Nicholas Breakspear, supported by key members of The John Henry 
Newman School Leadership Team, and have watched the school move rapidly out of 
‘Special Measures’.  The Nicholas Breakspear School also attained judgements of ‘Good’ for 
‘Behaviour and Safety’ and ‘The Sixth Form’.  This has been achieved with the existing staff 
and with very little financial support; it is a remarkable achievement.  It is the view of the 
Herts for Learning school improvement professional, working most closely with the school, 
that the Nicholas Breakspear School would not be out of ‘Special Measures’ in a short time 
frame had it not been for the considerable support and actions of Mr Mathew and his 
Leadership Team from The John Henry Newman School.  

At the most recent monitoring visit, led by HMI Ian Middleton, the comment was made that 
the Nicholas Breakspear School is not only continuing its journey towards ‘Good’ but is 
gaining momentum.  The fact that Nicholas Breakspear School could be a ‘Good’ school by 
the end of 2015 was discussed as a strong possibility.  Mr Mathew has welcomed the 
intervention and support from Herts for Learning and acted upon their advice.  Recently talks 
have taken place between The John Henry Newman School and Herts for Learning, with a 
view to The John Henry Newman School applying to become a Teaching School; something 
that would add significant capacity to the Stevenage area.  

mailto:david.kilgallon@hertsforlearning.co.uk


 

 

We have also monitored the progress and achievements of pupils and students from The 
John Henry Newman School and were very pleased to witness the school’s continued drive 
forward. This was most recently recognised in the letter from Rt Hon David Laws MP, 
Minister of State for Schools. We have also noted that The John Henry Newman School 
appears in twelfth place in the comparison table of fifty-five schools nationally placing it in 
the first quartile.  

Hertfordshire is a very successful county and The John Henry Newman School is not only a 
very successful school, it also has a proven track record in very successfully supporting 
other schools. It is an asset to its local community and the county. We recognise it as having 
many of the attributes of an outstanding school. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
David Kilgallon 
Strategic Lead – Secondary and Special Schools 


