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“The St John Henry Newman Catholic School is a loving school at the heart of the 

Catholic community where all commit to and enjoy supporting each other in the 

successful pursuit of excellence.  We work to develop the discernment, integrity, 

knowledge and self-efficacy necessary to realise our God-given mission and 

potential, and so live life to the full.”  

 

(above is the introductory paragraph of the school’s ‘Whole school Curriculum 

Vision’) 

 

We recognise that the successful attainment of our aspirational Whole School 

Curriculum Vision for all is only possible through the design and delivery of a 

curriculum experience which is broad and balanced, opening rather than closing 

doors for all our students, no matter their starting points, backgrounds and 

individual needs. 

Our curriculum gives students experience in the linguistic, mathematical, scientific, 

technological, human and social, physical, and aesthetic and creative, so that it 

promotes spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.  Our planning is driven 

by the aim to provide all students with sequenced opportunities in all these areas for 

as long as possible, and to resource each aspect sufficiently well.  All students can 

then make progress towards mastery in each, enabling them to flourish in their lives 

beyond school. 

We deliver or augment the National (prescribed by statute, consisting of the core and 

foundation subjects)  and basic curriculum (which describes the statutory 

requirements for curricular provision beyond the national curriculum, comprising 

the requirements in current legislation for the teaching of RE, relationships and sex 

education, careers education, and opportunities for work-related learning) with 

approaches and experiences tailored to the needs and ambitions of our students, 

families and the local area.  To maximise effectiveness in this regard we consider the 

experience of our students in every minute of every day of school life.  We recognise, 

and utilise the fact that students learn not solely in structured lessons but also in the 

space between lessons, the wider school environment, and in the behaviours and 

values of all the adults working in the school. 



Within the whole-school curriculum there are individual subject disciplines which 

we believe to be distinctive in terms of knowledge, skills, concepts, and approaches.  

In each of these subjects we ensure: 

• That students and parents are aware of what learners are expected to know 

and do by key points in their learning journey – the end of a key stage or 

years after having left school; 

• That subject curriculums are highly effective plans to reach those destination 

points of foundational and substantive knowledge and/or subject threshold 

concepts; 

• That these plans are punctuated by clearly-communicated way-points 

signalling specific knowledge and skills upon which students’ progress to the 

next level of study in any subject is contingent, and that assessment is used 

expertly and fairly to affect this course;  

• That each subject’s curriculum is planned and sequenced so that new 

knowledge and skills build on what has been taught before, and towards 

those defined way-points and end-points. 

• Students are given impartial advice and guidance on the most appropriate 

curriculum choices at key moments of transfer such as the move to Key Stage 

4 and 5.  As parents are the prime educators and guides of their children the 

curriculum facilitates their involvement in the learning process, aiming to 

ensure at all times effective communication and reporting about the progress 

of their children. 

 

There is a co-ordinated approach to the teaching of literacy, numeracy and ICT 

across the school.  In addition, there is a co-curricular approach to understanding the 

influences on learning both in terms of how the brain works, and which attitudes, 

values and dispositions are more conducive to learning and progress. 

 

In response to the impact of Covid, we have adapted our curriculum appropriately, 

both in terms of subjects and also by developing additional depth and breadth in our 

curriculum experience through newly incorporating ‘The Edge’ for all our students.  

Through it, students have been provided with carefully designed curriculum 

opportunities to think, encounter a wide range of cultural input, express themselves, 

create, and contribute to those around them through in our newly designed Voice, 

Creativity, Enrichment and Spiritual Life of the School programmes.  

 

Differentiated Home Learning is a key part of our curriculum across the subject-

based curriculum and is used to extend or consolidate learning that has been 

encountered during the school day. A number of curriculum areas provide students 

with extended home learning tasks, which are structured to complement the learning 

of a particular topic and lead to a project, which is then assessed. 

 

 

 



Curriculum Delivery 

 

Subject Leaders plan learning programmes with reference to the National 

Curriculum. As an academy we are not obliged to follow the National Curriculum in 

full, and where National Curriculum prescriptions are not followed in detail we aim 

to deliver a broad, balanced and challenging curriculum to prepare our pupils for 

transfer to their next key stage.  

 

The curriculum is organised and delivered in such a way as to provide value for 

money, ensuring sensible and economic use of the financial resources of the school. 

 

The Curriculum responds to the needs and high aspirations of the students: 

 

• it promotes adaptation of teaching and learning in the learning programmes and 

classroom, and through setting of students according to ability (where 

appropriate), supporting and challenging all; 

• it facilitates the development of the talents and interests of the students within 

the constraints imposed by staffing resources and the timetable structure.  To this 

end, it will seek to provide as broad a choice of options as is possible at KS4 and 

KS5, ensuring progression to career opportunities and further and higher 

education. 

 

Training 

The school prioritises the development of teachers’ subject and pedagogical 

knowledge and skills as this is key to the effective implementation of our curriculum 

aims.  It recognises that a conceptually driven disciplinary approach to curriculum 

design enables pupils to engage in the great debates of each subject through 

knowing, understanding and being able to do more.  

 

Monitoring and evaluation 

Whilst we recognise that, in many ways, curriculum impact is about student 

achievement as assessed by external test and/or exam results, it is also assessed using 

progression and destinations data, as we understand that good outcomes are not just 

measured in qualifications but in how successfully students are developed as well-

rounded citizens. 

We monitor and evaluate, on whole school and subject levels, what knowledge and 

skills students gain at each stage and over time, and how this compares to 

expectations. 

Most particularly, we monitor the student experience in the classroom and the school 

in general as we understand that the curriculum is, in fact, the sum total of the 

students’ lived experience rather than aspirations and plans on paper. 
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