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Why study this subject?
Art and Design can lead to a whole host of career options. 
Everything in the world has been designed and therefore 
the study of Art and Design is so important. Studying Art  
and Design at GCSE can support a career in any creative 
industry. The Art Department at JHN has a history of 
supporting past students in areas such as architecture, 
fashion design, fashion buying, fashion photography 
and fashion journalism, textile design, jewellery design, 
designing websites, computer games and animation, car 
design, graphic design and illustration as well as working 
as a fine artist.

If students have an interest in a creative career then  
Art and Design at GCSE level is an absolute must.   
Art and Design helps students to develop their powers of 
analysis and it encourages them to question, review and 
refine ideas.  These are all skills which can be transferred 
to many different subjects and careers.  For students 
that don’t necessarily see themselves working in Art and 
Design, studying the subject at GCSE level is still a great 
choice, particularly as enjoyment at Key Stage 3 is a good 
predictor of success at Key Stage 4.  

 
 

Course content
• This is a very practical course and ideas will be 

explored using a wide range of materials and 
techniques ranging from drawing and painting to 
collage, print, stitch, relief and 3D.  Students will 
experiment widely with materials in order to create 
work of an interesting and exciting nature.  They will 
build on the key skills that they have learnt at Key 
Stage 3: drawing and recording, use of artists and 
sources, understanding of materials techniques and 
processes as well the skills involved in order to make 
an outcome.  However, at Key Stage 4 we have the 
opportunity to do this in more depth.

• Themes will be used to generate ideas.  Examples 
of themes students have worked on in the past are: 
Fun, Order and Disorder, Apart and/or Together.  
Responses to the themes may be realistic or abstract.

• Students will look at how artists, designers and makers 
have approached similar subject matters.  They will 
work from life and photographs.

• The course will combine experimenting with control 
and skill.

• Students will be well supported by highly skilled 
teachers.  They will work on large pages as well as in 
sketchbooks.

Year 9 Art is a good preparation for art-based GCSE 
courses: it is a time to take risks and enjoy the process of 
being inspired by a starting point and working it through to 
an outcome. In Year 10 and Year 11, we introduce mock 
exams so that the students understand what it is like to 
work under time restrictions. Once marked and used as a 
practice for the real thing the work produced will become 
coursework, which contributes to 60% of the overall final 
grade.

ART, DESIGN AND CRAFT
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Components Overview Assessment
Component 1: 

Personal Portfolio.

This will be a selected body of students’ pieces of work, 
the highlights produced during the entire course and will 
contribute 60% to the overall grade.

Component 1 is completed in 
January of Yr 11. 

It is broken down into a series of 
smaller projects which are assessed 
at relevant points over the course. 

Component 2:

Externally Set Test

This component is worked on at the end of the course 
and although taught, builds on the skills Students 
have learned throughout the course.  It consists of a 
number of preparation study sheets which lead to a final 
response produced in exam conditions.

This component contributes to 40% to the overall grade.

Paper released January of Yr 11. 

Practical exam sat at the end  
of Yr 11. 

Assessment:

The course consists of 4 assessment objectives:

AO1 - The development of ideas and looking  
at the work of other artists, designers and makers.

AO2 - Exploration and refinement of ideas using  
a range of materials and techniques.

AO3 - Recording ideas.  
For example: drawing, painting, annotations.

AO4 –A final response to investigations. This is an  
outcome that has stemmed from the body of 
developmental work and be inspired by artists,  
designers and maters. 

Course progression
The course leads directly to the study of Art and Design 
in the Sixth Form and then on to a wide range of higher 
education courses or careers.  Examples include: 
fashion, graphic design, web design, surface pattern, 
textile design, car design, costume for theatre, make-
up for film and TV, illustration, shoe design, clothing 
design, jewellery, fine art, architecture, landscape and 
architecture.



3

BUSINESS STUDIES

Why study this subject?
Whether you want to run your own business or work for 
someone else, it is important to understand the essential 
features of any business: this includes how they are 
structured, financed and the life cycle of a product, from 
design to actually making and selling the product. 

The course will provide students will real world knowledge 
that will be relevant throughout their future career. The 
subject requires a mixture of mathematical and analytical 
skills to be successful.

Course content
The course is split up into two main themes. Theme 1 
concentrates on students learning about small businesses. 
This includes why the entrepreneur set up the business, 
how they spotted a gap in the market, how they develop 
and market the product and the external influences on 
the business and the market it operates in.  In Theme 2 
students will learn about how to build a business from a 
start up to a larger business. This requires students to 
learn about making marketing decisions, decisions about 
how to produce the product, how to finance the product 
and to recruit staff.

How does the course build on KS3?
Students do not study Business Studies in Key Stage 3. 
However, the GCSE makes use of a lot of the mathematical 
knowledge they build up in KS3 to ensure students can 
calculate profit/ loss and calculate for example percentage 
growth. This is an important component of the GCSE.

Components Overview Assessment
Theme 1: Investigating small 
business

Topics include enterprise and entrepreneurship, 
spotting a business opportunity, putting a 
business idea into practice, making the business 
effective and understanding external influences 
on business

1 hour 30 mins Exam. 

90 Marks.

Worth 50% of the final grade.

Theme 2: Building a business Topics include growing the business, making 
marketing decisions, making operational 
decisions, making financial decisions and 
making human resource decisions.

1 hour 30 mins Exam. 

90 Marks.

Worth 50% of the final grade.

Assessment:
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CITIZENSHIP

Why study this subject?
The Citizenship GCSE curriculum aims to give students a 
practical understanding of what it means to be a citizen 
alongside the knowledge, skills and confidence to think 
critically, respond to a range of social concerns and play 
a positive role in public life. We also strive to develop an 
understanding of the role of law and the justice system in 
our society and how laws are shaped and enforced.  We 
want to equip students with the cultural capital needed to 
be successful in our modern world. 

Course content
The course content is divided into five themes:

A: Living together in the UK

Students are introduced to the idea that the UK is a 
diverse society of many different communities and groups 
who live together. They explore the nature of identity and 
multiple identities as well as how and why communities are 
changing. They consider the democratic rights, freedoms 
and values that we share, including human rights and the 
challenge of balancing competing rights.

B: Democracy at work in the UK

Students explore the idea of representative, parliamentary 
democracy in the UK including the voting and electoral 
system, the roles and responsibilities of MPs and how 
government is organised and kept in check. They will also 
consider the role of parliament in making and shaping law 
and how power is organised across the constituent parts 
of the UK.

C: Law and justice

Students explore why we need laws and how law affects 
us in our everyday lives. They consider how the justice 
system in England and Wales works in practice including 
the roles and power of the police and the courts. They 
also learn about the features of the criminal, civil and youth 
justice systems and addressing inequality and tackling 
crime in society.

D: Power and influence

In this section students consider power in relation to 
the ways in which citizens, governments and the media 
exercise power. They compare representative democracy 
in the UK with a non-democratic political system and the 
limits this places on the rights and freedoms of citizens.

E: Taking citizenship action

Citizenship action is a planned course of action to address 
a citizenship issue and aimed at delivering a benefit or 
change for a particular community or wider society. It 
requires students to practise a range of citizenship skills 
including: research and enquiry, interpretation of evidence, 
including primary and secondary sources, planning, 
collaboration, problem solving, advocacy, campaigning and 
evaluation.

Components Overview Assessment
Section A – Living together in the UK

Section B – Democracy at work

Section C – Law and justice

Multiple choice, short answer and 
extended answer questions

1 hour 30 mins Exam. 

90 Marks.

Worth 50% of the final grade.

Section D – Power and Influence

Section E – Taking Citizenship Action 

Multiple choice, short answer and 
extended answer questions

1 hour and 45 minutes paper

80 marks

50%

Assessment:
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COMPUTER SCIENCE

Why study this subject?
Technology and the role of computers is playing an 
ever increasing role in our lives. Computer Science 
opens doors to a range of different careers including 
programming based careers such as games developer 
or app developer, a career in cybersecurity, or a career in 
networking computers. The course will provide students 
with real world skills that will be relevant throughout their 
future in Computer Science related courses and jobs. The 
subject is challenging for students at all levels and requires 
students to think outside the box.  The course provides 
a good mixture of theoretical and practical lessons as 
students learn both how a computer works and also how 
to program a computer.

Course content
The course is split up into two main components.  

• Component 1 deals with the majority of the theory 
of the course. This concentrates on students’ 
understanding how a CPU works and the purpose of 
the registers on the CPU. They also look at how to 
network computers and the devices required. They 
identify the risks to a network and how to avoid these. 
Finally, they study relevant computing-related legislation 
and the impact this has.  

• Component 2 is more practical and focuses more on
programming techniques and building robust programs. 
In this component students will be expected to learn 
how to write efficient and robust code to solve a series 
of challenges.  

How does the course build on KS3?
In Key Stage 3 students learnt the fundamental 
concepts of building algorithms using drag and drop 
programming  and have some experience in using 
Python. At GCSE students will learn how to use more 
advanced programming techniques to build solutions 
to given problems. In Key Stage 3 students are also 
introduced into the basic theory of how a computer 
works and how computers are networked.  This initial 
theory will be extended to give students a more in depth 
understanding of the main components inside a computer, 
how computers represent data, how to build computer 
networks and current issues that affect Computer Science.   

How is the course different from KS3?
When programming students will be expected to use more 
advanced features in Python such as string manipulation,  
lists, functions, procedures and how to save data/ read 
data from a text file. The level of the code completed by 
students increases and students will be expected to think 
independently to solve a range of complex problems. 
Students do not build games but learn the fundamental 
programming techniques, which underpin a range of 
programming applications. Students are expected to 
regularly complete programming tasks outside of lesson 
time. 

Components Overview Assessment
Component 1 -  
Computer systems

Topics include computing systems architecture, 
networks, system security, and the ethical, legal, 
cultural and environmental concerns around the 
use of technology

1 hour 30 mins Exam. 

80 Marks.

Worth 50% of the final grade.

Component 2 – 
Computational thinking, 
algorithms and 
programming

Students are taught how to solve problems using 
computational logic and to develop programs 
utilising a variety of programming techniques. 
Python is the standard language used.

1 hour 30 mins Exam. 

80 Marks.

Worth 50% of the final grade.

Assessment:
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

Why study this subject?
Design and technology is an inspiring, rigorous and 
practical subject. Using creativity and imagination, students 
design and make products that solve real and relevant 
problems within a variety of contexts, considering their own 
and others’ needs, wants and values. They acquire a broad 
range of subject knowledge and draw on disciplines such 
as mathematics, science, engineering, computing and art. 
Students learn how to take risks, becoming resourceful, 
innovative, enterprising and capable citizens. Through the 
evaluation of past and present design and technology, they 
develop a critical understanding of its impact on daily life 
and the wider world. High-quality design and technology 
education makes an essential contribution to the creativity, 
culture, wealth and well-being of the nation.

GCSE Design Technology encourages students to design 
and make products with creativity and originality, using 
a range of materials such as paper and card, plastics, 
textiles, ceramics, food, electronics, timber based 
materials.  The current GCSE places greater emphasis on 
interactive design processes.  Students will design and 
make prototypes that solve real and relevant problems, 
considering their own and other’s needs, wants and values.

Course content
1. Core technical principles (20 marks)

2. Specialist technical principles (30 marks)

3. Designing and making principles (50 marks)

NEA 30-35 hours

Substantial design and make task:

• identify and investigating design possibilities

• producing a design brief and specification

• generating design ideas

• developing design ideas

• realising design ideas

• analysing and evaluating

In the spirit of iterative design process, the above is 
awarded holistically and does not take place in a linear 
manner.

How does it build on KS3?
Through a variety of creative and practical activities, 
students are taught the knowledge, understanding 
and skills needed to engage in an iterative process of 
designing and making throughout KS3. They work in a 
range of domestic and local contexts: for example, the 
RSPB and industrial contexts (for example, engineering, 
manufacturing, construction, food, energy, agriculture 
including horticulture, and fashion). 

They learn how to design, use research and exploration, 
such as the study of different cultures, to identify and 
understand user needs.  They learn how to  identify and 
solve their own design problems and understand how to 
reformulate problems given to them develop specifications 
to inform the design of innovative, functional, appealing 
products that respond to needs in a variety of situations.  
They will use a variety of approaches (for example, 
biomimicry and user-centred design), to generate creative 
ideas and avoid stereotypical responses develop and 
communicate design ideas using annotated sketches, 
detailed plans, 3-D and mathematical modelling, oral and 
digital presentations and computer-based tools.
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

They will select from and use specialist tools, techniques, 
processes, equipment and machinery precisely, including 
computer-aided manufacture; they will select from and use 
a wider, more complex range of materials, components 
and ingredients, taking into account their properties. 

They will learn how evaluate and analyse the work of past 
and present professionals and others to develop and 
broaden their understanding; they will investigate new and 
emerging technologies and test, evaluate and refine their 
ideas and products against a specification, taking into 
account the views of intended users and other interested 
groups.  Students will understand developments in design 
and technology, their impact on individuals, society and 
the environment, and the responsibilities of designers, 
engineers and technologists.

How is the course different from KS3?
• Students will focus on one NEA task which is set by 

the exam board.

• It includes all the elements taught at KS3 but requires 
greater knowledge and depth.

• There will be more independence and autonomy at 
KS4, developing further skills such as planning and 
time management.

• The theoretical element of the course which is the 
knowledge and skills needed for the examination is 
taught in lessons.

• Practical and theory is taught in equal measure.
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Why study this subject? 
“Dance as a subject is unique, in that it blends artistic 
practice with physical activity”. (The arts council.org)

Course content
The GCSE Dance course provides students with a 
range of skills and a breadth of knowledge about all 
elements of dance. This links practical capability with 
choreography and theoretical knowledge. It gives 
students a huge scope to be creative and to work with 
other people. It provides a base for students who are 
considering careers within the arts industry to learn 
much more about the intricacy of this industry and to 
develop their own skills and abilities much further.

DANCE

Components Overview Assessment
Written exam Covers key terminology required for dance and work 

within the industry, questions featured on students own 
work as well as a dance appreciation section based on 
6 set works from the exam board. These are 6 varying 
dance styles with questions based on the choreographic 
intention of the piece.

40% of overall grade, 1 ½ hour paper

Choreography A 2 minute solo OR a 3 minute group piece entirely 
choreographed by the student. The stimulus is provided 
by the exam board in the year of exam.

30% of overall grade- this piece 
does not have to be danced by the 
student- they can choreograph for 
someone else.

Performance in a  
duet/ trio

A 3 minute piece demonstrating the ability of the 
student to perform with others.

15% of overall grade

Set phrases The solo performance of 2 selected set phrases created 
by the exam board. Students are marked on their ability 
to perfectly replicate the pieces.

15% of overall grade

Assessment:
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DRAMA

Why study this subject?
Students should consider this subject if they have a 
passion for acting and an interest in the world of theatre.  
Students should also have an interest in the more 
theoretical aspects of the subject.  In other words, there 
is the opportunity to question how and why certain plays 
have been written and to consider how they should be 
staged in relation to lighting, sound, costume and set.  In 
broader terms, the study of Drama not only provides our 
young people with an opportunity to explore the world 
around them, it also encourages them to challenge and 
question it.  As Bertolt Brecht said; “art is not a mirror held 
up to reality but a hammer with which to shape it.’’

Course content
The course is divided into 3 components.  

• Component 1 sees students devise and perform an
original piece of theatre.  The use of a chosen stimulus  
enables students to take risks and be creative, whilst 
documenting the whole process.  Each pupil will write 
or record a reflective portfolio, which will analyse and 
evaluate the work undertaken and justify any creative 
choices made.  

• Component 2 is all performance based and sees the   
 students perform extracts from a published play. 

• Component 3 is a written exam, which focuses on the
exploration of a published play as well as a live theatre 
evaluation. Students will have five lessons a cycle and 
most importantly, will be able to work with likeminded 
peers who have a passion for theatre, performing and 
the study of play texts.

How does the course build on KS3?  
At KS4, students will use the skills gained at KS3 as this 
will have formed a sound knowledge base, which the 
students then build from.  Students will need to draw 
on their knowledge of the drama strategies, control of 
voice and physicality, awareness of tone and the use of 
the theatrical space.  At KS4, there is an opportunity to 
build on these whilst learning new skills in order to further 
understand and appreciate the world of theatre.

How is the course different from KS3?  
The main difference between KS3 and KS4 is time.   
At KS4 there will be an opportunity to delve deeper into 
the world of theatre in a way that is simply not possible 
at KS3. Students will also explore the history of theatre 
from Ancient Greek Theatre to the theatre of today.  From 
there, students are introduced to a number of different 
theatre practitioners, each with their own distinctive style, 
which will provide each pupil with a broader knowledge 
of style and will help inform their creative choices. There 
is a greater emphasis placed on performance skills with 
the aim of providing opportunities for students to stretch 
themselves as performers and take risks.  Time is also 
given to the theoretical aspects of the subject.  Students 
will study play texts with the view of being able to analyse 
and evaluate plays and live theatre. 
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Components Overview Assessment
Component 1

Devising

- Create and develop a piece of theatre from a 
stimulus

- Performance of piece

- Creation of a portfolio which analyses and 
evaluates the devising process and performance

40% of the qualification

60 marks - 15 performance

                   45 portfolio

Internally assessed

Component 2

Performance from Text

Performance of 2 key extracts from a  
performance text

20% of the qualification

48 marks

Externally assessed

Component 3

Theatre Makers in Practice

Written exam 40% of the qualification  60 marks

Section A: Bringing Texts to Life  
(45 marks)

Section B: Live Theatre Evaluation 
(15 marks)

Externally assessed

Assessment:



11

Why study this subject?
The study of English enables students to find their own 
voice and explore their identity in light of the texts studied 
and the concepts explored. They develop a resilience 
exploring the hidden meanings when faced with both 
fiction and non-fiction material. This supports them in 
producing their own writing for different purposes and 
encourages them to develop confidence in using written 
and verbal literacy. 

Course content
• GCSE AQA English Language 2016

The English Language course includes writing for a range 
of purposes where students will need to use the right form 
of writing and specific features for the type of writing asked 
for on the exam question. They will also need to read, 
interpret and analyse both literary non-fiction and fictional 
extracts. The reading spans from the 19th century up to 
contemporary texts, and Students will need to develop 
skills in close reading and evaluation.

There is also an assessed speaking and listening task 
in which Students will present a topic to the class and 
respond to questions. A separate certificate will be 
awarded for this qualification.

• GCSE AQA English Literature 2015

Students will study a range of texts spanning from 
Shakespeare to modern day texts and poetry. There is 
also an unseen element where they will need to apply their 
learning to two new poems in the exam.  They will build 
knowledge of the texts and develop skills in writing essays 
based on key themes and characters. Students can use 
the analysis and interpretation skills developed in their 
study of language and apply these to this course too.

How does the course build on KS3?
After a KS3 curriculum that produces real writers and 
readers, the GCSE course increases the level of challenge 
in the texts studied and the sophistication of writing 
produced. Students can use their skills in developing a 
personal response to the novel, the play and short stories 
and apply this to texts spanning history to develop their 
interpretations. The non-fiction exploration now builds on 
the speeches and discursive writing from KS3 to prepare 
them for the language qualification. 

How is the course different from KS3?
Our curriculum is designed as a spiral, so many of the 
concepts explored at KS3 are now revisited in more depth. 
Students will explore new concepts that allow them to 
develop new understanding in the way they interpret 
the different texts that they encounter. Students will also 
refine their writing practice, writing to time now. This will 
encourage them to be more evaluative in approach and 
consider only what is worth writing to make their response 
the most effective it can be. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND ENGLISH LITERATURE
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Language Paper 1 - 50%
1hr 45 mins

Language Paper 2 - 50%
1 hr 45 mins

Section A: 4 questions based on a fiction extract  
40 marks

Section A: 4 questions based on two non-fiction extracts  
40 marks

Section B: descriptive and/or narrative writing  
24 marks content/ 16 marks SPaG

Section B: Discursive writing/writing to argue  
24 marks content/ 16 marks SPaG

80 marks in total 80 marks in total

Assessment:
English Language

Literature paper 1 - 40% Literature paper 2 - 60%
Section A: 1 question with supporting extract 
30 marks + 4 SPaG

Section A: Choice of two questions- choose 1

30 marks + 4 SPaG

Section B: 1 question with supporting extract 
30 marks

Section B: comparison question on cluster poetry-  
one named poem 
30 marks
Section C part 1: question on unseen poem 
24 marks

Section C part 2: comparison question with  
second unseen poem 
8 marks

64 marks in total 96 marks in total

English Literature
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FILM STUDIES

Why study this subject?
GCSE Film Studies fosters creativity, independence and 
critical analysis of representation in film. Students who 
enjoy watching film and want to learn more about film 
production and the industry will benefit from studying 
this GCSE.

Film Studies provides students with the skills necessary 
for a wide range of jobs in creative industries such as 
Media Production, Location Management, Production 
Design, Advertising, Marketing, Journalism and 
Teaching.  

In addition, Film Studies is a gateway to jobs in the 
film industry, as well as to further education. In fact, 25 
Russell Group Universities, including Cambridge, offer 
Film-related degrees at Undergrad and PhD level. 

Course content
Similarly to English Literature, Film Studies allows 
exploration of important themes linked to the human 
experience. By studying between 10-15 films across 
the course, students will develop their appreciation and 
understanding of:

• the significance of film in relation to its national,   
 global and historical contexts;

• the ‘language’ of film and the process of ‘reading’  
 a film;

• how films create meaning and produce emotional  
 responses;

• how to create a short film and screenplay;

• the history of film and developments in the  
 film industry;

• the messages, values and representations made in  
 film, through study of British and American film;

• world cinema and its cultural diversity;

• award-winning directors, producers and their films.

As part of the course, students will have the opportunity 
to visit and take part in an exclusive workshop at the 
Harry Potter Warner Bros Studio in Watford. 

There is a wide range of films that students will study. 
These include:

Black Panther (2018), Rebel Without a Cause (1955), 
Ferris Bueller’s Day Off (1986), Tsotsi (2005), Slumdog 
Millionaire, (2009), and Skyfall (2012).

Components Overview Assessment
1: Key Developments in US Film Short- and extended- answer 

questions.
1 hour 30 minutes exam 35% of 
qualification (70 marks)

2: Global Film: Narrative, 
Representation and Film Style

Short- and extended- answer 
questions

1 hour 30 minutes exam 35% of 
qualification (70 marks)

3. Production Non- Examined 
Assessment 

Students choose between creating 
a screenplay or short film, plus an 
extended evaluative analysis

Production: 20% 
Evaluative analysis: 10%  
(Total of 60 marks) 

Assessment:
Students will complete two exams based on their understanding of American, British and Global Film.  
Each exam is  worth 35% of the GCSE (70% in total).

Students will also create a screenplay or short film for coursework. This will include an evaluative commentary and will 
count for 30% of the overall GCSE grade. See more information below:

For more information speak to Ms Donachie or visit https://www.wjec.co.uk/
qualifications/film-studies/eduqas-film-studies-gcse-from-2017/

https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/film-studies-gcse/#tab_overview
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/film-studies-gcse/#tab_overview
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Why study this subject?
Students studying Geography will develop an awareness 
of the world in which they live and gain knowledge and 
understanding of different places and environments.  They 
will learn to appreciate complex interrelationships between 
people and places and will understand how we might solve 
some of the global challenges that lie ahead. 

GCSE Geography can lead directly to the study of A 
Level Geography in the Sixth Form, but many of the skills 
acquired are transferrable to other subjects. 

No matter what their career or further study choice, 
Geography enables students to broaden their 
understanding of world issues, contributing to their 
development as knowledgeable and responsible citizens.  

Course Content
The course is split into three main themes; 

Living in the UK - where students will explore the physical 
landscape of the UK e.g. coasts and rivers, how humans 
interact with these environments and how they can be 
managed. They will also look at the demographics of the 
UK, how the population is structured, what influences 
migration to the UK and the challenges that cities in the UK 
are facing. Energy in the UK will also be explored, time will 
be spent looking at the benefits of renewable energy and 
how this is being used in the UK. 

The World Around Us - this unit looks at ecosystems 
around the world with a focus on the tropical rainforest and 
coral reefs, how they are being threatened and how we 
can manage them to support these important ecosystems. 
Students then move onto a unit called ‘People of the 
Planet’ where they explore why the world has developed 
unevenly and why there is rapid urbanisation in some 
cities around the world. They will use a range of country 
examples to help with their understanding. The final unit in 
this theme looks at climate change, exploring the causes 
and impacts on people. Students will study in detail why 
our world has the climate that it does and what weather 
systems can influence this. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork – The final theme of the 
course allows students to develop their Geographical skills. 
They will use these across all of the specification but this 
theme has a focus on students interpreting a wide range 
of statistical and graphical data and also gets them to 

interpret a range of maps across different scales. They will 
also complete two fieldwork investigations, they will focus 
on both human and physical Geography. 

How does the course build on KS3?
The course builds on skills and knowledge that they have 
learnt lower down the school e.g. ecosystems and looking 
in more depth at how we are managing the damage being 
done in these environments, climate change and exploring 
the impacts of this on a wider scale and development, 
building on the work completed in the Factfulness unit and 
exploring new countries and understanding their level of 
development. 

The course also allows students to build on their analytical 
skills that they would have begun to develop at KS3 
through interpretation of a variety of data sources. 

As well as learning new skills, all the Geographical skills 
that we would have introduced during Year 7, 8 and 9 
will be developed through our GCSE course such as: 
extended writing, problem-solving, data presentation, map 
skills and place knowledge. 

How is the course different from KS3?
Geography at KS4 is different to what students have learnt 
in the lower school as they have the opportunity to go on a 
residential fieldtrip which allows them to develop their skills 
as Geographers and take their learning from the classroom 
outside. 

Students will also get the opportunity to study a variety 
of countries and landscapes that they have never studied 
before e.g. coral reefs, the impact they have on our 
ecosystem and how we can protect them. 

Throughout the GCSE, there is a focus on the global 
environment and the impact humans are having.  As well 
as human impact, we look at natural causes for our ever 
changing climate such as El Nino and La Nina. 

GEOGRAPHY
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Assessment:

Components Overview Assessment
Paper 1 
Living in the UK Today

• Landscapes of the UK

• People of the UK

• UK Environmental Challenges

Written paper, combination of short and 
extended answers. 

1 hour

60 marks

30%

Paper 2 
The World Around Us

• Ecosystems of the Planet

• People of the Planet

• Environmental threats to our Planet

Written paper, combination of short and 
extended answers.

1 hour

60 marks

30%

Paper 3 
Geographical Skills

• Geographical skills and fieldwork 
write up

Written paper, combination of short and 
extended answers. 

Data interpretation of maps, graphs and tables  
of data.

1 hour 30 minutes

80 marks

40%

GEOGRAPHY
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Why study this subject?
Graphic designers present a whole host of information in 
interesting ways.  They create the “look” and are vital to a 
wide variety of businesses and organisations.   
It is essentially about how lettering and image can come 
together to communicate a message.  Graphic Design is 
everywhere and students will be taught how to notice and 
be open to ideas they see on a daily basis.  For example:  
food packaging, magazines, websites, typefaces and 
computer games.  If a pupil has an interest in letterforms 
and design then the study of GCSE Graphics is an 
absolute must.

Course content
Students will have studied Graphic Communication for 
one term during Key Stage 3. In this project, students will 
have touched upon key skills, such as learning to draw 
letterforms, composition  and understanding the purpose 
of graphic communication. The GCSE provides a broader 
and more in-depth experience and understanding. 

• Graphic Communication is a very practical course   
 and ideas will be explored using a wide range of    
 materials and techniques including drawing, collage,   
 print, stitch and mixed media.

• There can be opportunities to create digital works as   
 well as handmade studies

• Graphic communication also includes looking at    
 typography, illustration, advertising.

• Themes will be used to generate ideas. Examples   
 that students have worked on in the past include:   
 Awareness, Order Disorder, Life at Kew.

• Students will look at how artists and designers use   
 and manipulate typography in order to communicate   
 a message.  

• The course will combine experimenting with control   
 and skill.

• Students will be well supported by highly skilled    
 teachers. They will work on large pages as well as in   
 sketchbooks.

Year 9 Art is a good preparation for art based GCSE 
courses. It is a time to take risks and enjoy the process of 
being inspired by a starting point and working it through to 
an outcome. In Year 10 and Year 11, we introduce mock 
exams so that the students understand what it is like to 
work under time restrictions. Once marked and used as a 
practice for the real thing the work produced will become 
coursework, which contributes to 60% of the overall final 
grade.

GRAPHIC DESIGN 
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Assessment:

Components Overview Assessment
Component 1: Personal Portfolio This will be a selected body of your 

best pieces of work, your highlights 
produced during the entire course 
and will contribute 60% to the overall 
grade.

Component 1 is completed in January 
of Yr 11. 

It is broken down into a series of smaller 
projects which are assessed at relevant 
points over the course. 

Component 2:

Externally Set Test

This component is worked on at 
the end of the course and although 
taught, builds on the skills students 
have learned throughout the 
course.  It consists of a number of 
preparation study sheets which lead 
to a final response produced in exam 
conditions.

This components contribute to 40% 
to the overall grade.

Paper released January of Yr 11. 

Practical exam sat at the end of Yr 11. 

• The course consists of 4 assessment objectives:

• AO1 - The development of ideas and looking at the work  
 of other artists, designers and makers.

• AO2 - Exploration and refinement of ideas using a range  
 of materials and techniques.

• AO3 - Recording ideas.  For example: drawing, painting,  
 annotations.

• AO4 –A final response to investigations. This is an   
 outcome that has stemmed from the body of    
 developmental work and be inspired by artists,  
 designers and maters. 

Course Progression
The course leads directly to the study of art and design 
in the Sixth Form and then on to a wide range of higher 
education courses or careers. Examples include: advertising, 
illustration, branding, web design, computer games  
and animation. 
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HISTORY

Why study this subject?
There are many reasons why students should study history. 
These include:

• developing a range of skills, which are highly valued   
 by employers and universities. These include    
 debating, investigating, analysis, evaluation and    
 writing;

• learning how to make judgments, form and express   
 opinions, develop skills of enquiry and learning to   
 communicate arguments clearly and concisely;

• developing their critical thinking.

There has never been a more important time to study 
history. Today’s students want to understand the 
challenges of the modern world, e.g. Brexit’, social mobility; 
discrimination and the rise of nationalism; history can help 
to make sense of this and place it in context.

Course content
The GCSE course covers a broad range of historical eras:

Medicine through time, c.1250-present – A thematic look at 
how medicine has changed, or remained the same, across 
a long sweep of history. Students study a wide range of 
topics, e.g. from the Black Death to Covid-19, from blood-
letting to MRI scanning and from the Four Humours through 
to the NHS.

The course includes a special study focusing on the 
development of medicine in World War One. To support this 
element of the course, we hope to be able to offer GCSE 
History students the meaningful opportunity to visit the 
battlefields of Belgium and northern France as a residential 
school trip.

Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-91 – The rise 
of the superpower nations: America and the Soviet Union in 
the twentieth century. Students study key events in the Cold 
War, including the Berlin Airlift, the Cuban Missile Crisis, the 
war in Afghanistan and the fall of the Berlin Wall.

Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939 - The course looks 
at the problems faced by the Weimar Republic, 1919-1933 
and how well the country dealt with those challenges. This 
aspect of the course particularly looks at cultural changes, 
e.g. art and the role of women. The rise of Hitler and the 
Nazis, 1919-1933, is studied and the role of the Depression 
in Germany is considered.  Students study how the Nazis 
controlled Germany, 1933-39 and the opposition they 

faced. The course is completed with a study on the varied 
experiences for life in Nazi Germany for different groups 
in society, e.g. young people, workers, women and racial 
minorities, including the Jews.  We would like to be able to 
offer a cross-curricular virtual trip to Auschwitz as part of the 
course.

Elizabethan England – Problems facing Elizabeth, including 
the problems of succession, the issue of marriage, the 
challenges posed by Mary, Queen of Scots and the 
challenges posed by religion. Students study Elizabethan 
society, looking at the lives of rich and poor as well as 
education and entertainment in Elizabethan times, e.g. 
Shakespeare. The course also looks at international affairs 
in the late 16th century, e.g. the Spanish Armada and the 
exploration of the New World.

How does this course build on KS3?
In terms of content, the GCSE course develops many of the 
themes which are studied at KS3:

• People and Protest is explored further in all four units, 
e.g. the revolt of the Northern Earls under Elizabeth I; 
opposition to the Nazis; the Hungarian Uprising in 1956 
and public health protests in the 19th century

• The Impact of Individuals - Throughout all four topics, 
we look at the roles played by significant men and 
women who have shaped the past: from Stresemann 
to Goebbels; from Drake to Mary, Queen of Scots; 
from Khrushchev to Kennedy and from Hippocrates to 
Nightingale

• The Development of Religion is studied across different 
time periods within the medicine unit. In the Elizabethan 
unit, students look at the impact of religious division.  
As part of the Weimar and Nazi Germany unit, students 
look at how changes to the Protestant and Catholic 
churches in Germany as well as attitudes towards other 
religions, most notably Judaism

• Societies and Social Change in Britain and across the 
world are studied in all four units of the GCSE history 
course. The impact of communist and capitalist rules 
in the Cold War era; life in Elizabethan England, e.g. 
theatres, sports and exploration; life in Weimar and 
Nazi Germany for different groups in society and the 
development of medical knowledge and understanding 
from the medieval through to the modern world. 
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• Britain in the wider world is a specific focus for the 
Cold War and Germany units. However, we also 
consider Britain’s part in the global community in the 
Early Elizabethan England course when we look at 
relations with Spain, Scotland and France and the 
voyages of exploration pioneered by Sir Walter Raleigh.

In terms of skills, the GCSE course builds on the four key 
skills assessed at KS3: knowledge and understanding, 
judgments, evidence and interpretations. In addition, 
although communication is not a specific assessed skill in 
GCSE History, it continues to underpin the whole course. 
Students will be taught how to structure extended pieces 
of writing.

How is this course different from KS3?
At GCSE students are able to explore key topics in history 
in much greater depth. This enables them to gain a much 
richer understanding. 

In terms of assessment, students will need to learn time 
management skills to achieve well in the written exams.

Subject teachers place a much greater emphasis on class 
discussion at GCSE. Participation should be active but 
doesn’t have to be in the form of oral contributions.

Assessment:

Components Overview Assessment
Paper 1: Thematic study and 
historic environment – Medicine 
Through Time, c1250-present

Section A: historic environment - Students answer a question 
that assesses knowledge plus a two-part question based on two 
provided sources.

Section B: thematic study - Students answer three questions that 
assess their knowledge and understanding. The first two questions 
are compulsory. For the third question, students answer one from a 
choice of two.

1 hour and 15 minutes 

30% of the qualification

52 marks (16 for the historic 
environment, 36 for the 
thematic study) 

Paper 2: Period study - 
Superpower Relations and the 
Cold War, 1941-91

Students answer three questions that assess their knowledge and 
understanding. The first two questions are compulsory. For the third 
question, students select two out of three parts.

55 minutes 

20% of the qualification

32 marks 

Paper 2: British depth study 
– Early Elizabethan England, 
1558-1588

Students answer a single three-part question that assesses their 
knowledge and understanding. The first two parts are compulsory. 
For the third part, students select one from a choice of two.

55 minutes 

20% of the qualification

32 marks 

Paper 3: Modern depth study 
– Weimar and Nazi Germany, 
1918-39

Section A - Students answer a question based on a provided source 
and a question that assesses their knowledge and understanding.

Section B - Students answer a single four-part question, based on 
two provided sources and two provided interpretations.

1 hour and 20 minutes 

30% of the qualification

52 marks

Possible careers and future education
History is a very well respected subject and is particularly 
sought out by prestigious careers, most notably law and 
journalism, through to medicine. It can be used to move 
onto A Levels in many subject fields; from science to 
humanities and social sciences to the creative arts. It can 
also be a facilitating subject for BTecs and apprenticeships.

Further Information
Students are advised to speak to their subject teacher,  
or any member of the History Department.

In addition, students are advised to visit the Edexcel exam 
board website for history. https://qualifications.pearson.
com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
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Why study this subject?
Mathematics is a compulsory part of the Key Stage 4 
curriculum. 

Studying mathematics helps students to:

• develop essential skills needed in all aspects of life;

• improve their understanding of techniques used in other 
subjects such as geography, engineering and the sciences;

• demonstrate the ability to use logic to solve problems.

Course content
Students will study:

Number

Algebra

Ratio and proportion

Geometry and measures

Probability

Statistics

Functional skills

Further information can be obtained at  
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html

How does the course build on KS3?
Students will develop the skills they learnt at KS3 as well 
as meeting new content not previously covered. Students 
will develop their ability to apply their knowledge to real-life 
situations and unfamiliar contexts.

How is the course different from KS3?
In KS4 students will combine the skills they learnt in KS3 to 
investigate and solve more complex problems.  Students 
will develop strategies to work independently, applying their 
knowledge in new situations. 

Two tiers are available: Foundation and Higher.

Students will take internal assessments in either the 
Foundation tier or the Higher tier throughout the course, 
based on their current achievement. Final decisions on the 
tier of entry for the GCSE exams will be made by February 
in Year 11 and will be the one that gives them the greatest 
opportunity for success.  

MATHEMATICS

Assessment:

Components Overview Assessment
Paper 1 Written exam with a range of question types.

No calculator is allowed.

1 hour 30 minutes exam

80 marks available

Paper 2 Written exam with a range of question types.

Students are allowed a calculator.

1 hour 30 minutes exam

80 marks available

Paper 3 Written exam with a range of question types.

Students are allowed a calculator.

1 hour 30 minutes exam

80 marks available

All papers have equal weighing.

Possible careers and future education
A Levels in both Mathematics and Further Mathematic are available for students who enjoy all aspects of the course.   
The level 3 qualification Mathematical Studies is available for students who are more interested in how mathematics is 
used in everyday life.
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MODERN LANGUAGES (FRENCH AND SPANISH)

Why study this subject?
GCSE languages enable students to develop their ability to 
write, speak and understand a foreign language.  Students 
of all abilities benefit from learning a language and learning 
about the world around them; helping them on their 
journey to other studies and the world of work. 

During your GCSE Modern Language studies, you 
will continue to develop your language skills to their 
full potential, equipping you with the knowledge to 
communicate in a variety of contexts with confidence.  
You will also develop an awareness of how language is 
constructed which will not only facilitate the analysis of 
your native language but also provide you with the tools to 
learn further languages of your choice in the future.   
The study of Spanish or French will broaden your horizons 
and encourage you to step beyond familiar cultural 
boundaries and develop new ways of seeing the world.

Course content 
At Key Stage 4 students follow the AQA specification for 
French and Spanish. 

 
The course is divided into three themes:

• Identity and culture

• Local, national, international and global     
 areas of interest

• Current and future study and employment

These themes apply to all four skills: Listening, Speaking, 
Reading and Writing and each skill will be examined 
individually at the end of the course at either the 
Foundation Tier (Grades 1-5) or the Higher Tier (Grades 
4-9).  Students are expected to understand and provide 
information and opinions about these themes relating to 
their own experiences and those of other people, including 
people in countries/communities where Spanish or French 
is spoken. 

How does the course build on KS3?
Students studies at KS3 will already have introduced 
them to many of the GCSE topics and embedded key 
grammatical concepts, a range of topic-based  
vocabulary and an awareness of phonics. These essential 
language skills will be further developed at KS4 through 
a range of engaging resources, enabling them to grow in 
confidence to express themselves accurately in speaking 
and writing tasks and decode more sophisticated 
listening and reading passages. The study of a wider 
range of grammatical structures will give them the 
ability to manipulate the language more effectively and 
independently as well as produce accurate translations into 
both English and the language studied. They will broaden 
their range of  
role-play scenarios, enabling them to communicate 
effectively in a variety of real-life contexts. Their awareness 
and appreciation of French and Spanish culture will be 
stimulated through the study of a range of different topics.
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MUSIC

Course Content
The GCSE Music course covers performing, composing 
and listening.  Students will be expected to play at 
least one instrument or sing for the course.  There is no 
expectation that they can play two instruments but it is 
beneficial if they can.  If students have enjoyed the practical 
element of music in Year 9 then GCSE Music follows on 
logically from this.  Students will gain an understanding of 
the development of the history of music from 1600 right 
up until the present day. They will study the history of 
classical music, world music, film and video game music 
and popular music. If students are already having tuition 
on an instrument/voice, this makes the GCSE even more 
accessible. 

How does the course build on KS3?
The fundamentals of KS3 are performing, composing 
and listening. All of these skills are built on through the 
GCSE course. Students attend weekly listening lessons to 
develop their aural perception skills. Students will also have 
weekly practical lessons that build a skill set associated 
with performing and composing.

How is the course different from KS3?
There is a broad range of musical styles that students gain 
a deeper understanding of through the GCSE course. 
There is a particular focus on world music and students will 
learn about a diverse range of world music styles. Students 
will work with industry-level equipment to compose pieces 
of music individually rather than their paired compositions 
at Key Stage 3. We encourage all students to take up 
individual instrumental/singing lessons to support the 
performing requirement of GCSE Music.

Assessment:

Components Percentage Details
Performing 30% Students will record two performances in Year 11. One is a solo 

performance and the second is an ensemble/group performance. 
These must add up to a minimum combined duration of 4 minutes. 
We advise that students prepare these performances in their 
instrumental/vocal lessons. 

Composing 30% Students will compose 2 pieces of music. These can be for any 
combination of voices/instruments. We recommend the use of 
garageband to multitrack record these compositions. These are 
completed within class time. One composition is completed in Year 
10 and the second is completed in Year 11. 

Listening exam 40% At the end of Year 11 there is a 90 minute music listening exam. In 
this exam students listen to the various styles of music that have 
been studied in listening lessons and answer questions about these. 
Some questions are multiple choice, others are smaller answers and 
there are also some extended writing questions.
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PE

Why study this subject?
GCSE PE allows all students the opportunity to study this 
subject with a holistic approach to it. It teams together 
the practical content required to excel in various sports 
and activities, as well as the theoretical elements of this 
subject. Students who study GCSE PE discover how vast 
and widespread this subject is and study many different 
elements to understand the huge role sport, physical 
activity and health play in the wider world.

Course content
The GCSE PE course provides students with a range of 
skills and a breadth of knowledge about all elements of PE.  
This links practical capability with  theoretical knowledge. 
It provides a base for pupils who are considering careers 
in a sports context to learn much more about the intricacy 
of this industry and to develop their own skills and abilities 
much further.

Components Overview Assessment
Written exam Paper 1 is split between anatomy and physiology 

and teaches you about the human body and 
movement. Topics include the body systems and 
biomechanics of movement. Paper 2 is based 
on the socio-cultural influences and well-being in 
physical activity and sport. Topics include diet and 
nutrition and sports psychology.

60% of overall grade,   
2 x 1hour and 15 minute 
papers

Practical activity (NEA) Assessment in 3 different sports/ activities, one 
of which must be a team activity, one must be an 
individual activity and one other. These activities 
come from a prescribed list from the exam board. 
Students are assessed on their level of skill in 
isolation as well as the full context of their activity. 
Each sport is worth 10% of your overall grade.

30% of overall grade

Coursework (NEA) Students create a written piece of work that 
analyses their own strengths and weaknesses in 
performance and creates a training pan to improve 
the weaknesses selected.

10% of overall grade
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Why study this subject?
Religious Education should be the “core of the core 
curriculum” (Pope St John Paul II), fulfilling its mission to 
educate the whole person in discerning the meaning of 
their existence as well as inviting students to respond to 
the message of Christ.  It is fundamentally important that 
all students approach the study of Religious Education 
with the same demand and rigour as all other subjects. 
However, Religious Education is not only concerned with 
intellectual knowledge but with emotional and effective 
learning. Without Religious Education, students would be 
deprived of an essential element of their formation and 
development which helps them attain a vital harmony 
between faith and culture, as well as fostering personal and 
social responsibility contributing to the Common Good.

Course content
After a foundation unit on Morality and Conscience all 
students started their GCSE Course in Religious Education 
in the 2nd half of the Autumn Term of Year 9.  Students 
currently follow GCSE Religious Studies for Edexcel, 
Specification A. Half of the GCSE comprises of a Catholic 
Christianity paper, exploring Beliefs and Teachings, 
Practices, Sources of Wisdom and Authority and Forms 
and Expression and Ways of Life. Students are required 
to study a second world religion at Key Stage 4 and will 

explore Beliefs, Teachings and Practices within Judaism 
which is approved by the Diocesan Bishop. The final 
component of the course covers the Philosophy and Ethics 
paper taught from a Catholic Christian perspective.

How does the course build on KS3?
Students continue to develop their understanding of 
the four key areas of study: Revelation, The Church, 
Celebration and Life in Christ. The course builds open a 
foundation of key theological concepts of both Catholic 
and Jewish beliefs and practices. The course is not 
different to what students will have experienced in their 
KS3 studies; however, it does allow students to explore 
many concepts with more depth.  

Possible careers and future education
Students will develop a range of skills during the course 
such as critical analysis and evaluation as well as learning 
to write arguments logically and coherently. These skills 
are highly valued by universities and many employers.  
Therefore Religious Education is valuable qualification for a 
huge range of careers including but limited to: Chaplaincy, 
counselling, international aid and or development work 
journalism, the emergency services and youth work. Past 
students have commented that Religious Education has 
been of great benefit when studying courses such as 
Medical Ethics and Law at University.

Components Overview Assessment
1. Catholic Christianity  

Comprising of four units:
• Catholic Beliefs and Teachings 
• Catholic Beliefs and Practices
• Sources of Wisdom and Authority
• Forms of Expression and Ways of Life

Comprising of 4 sets of 4 different style 
questions: Simple sentences, short explanations 
and extended evaluative questions.

I hour and 45 
minutes

50%

2. The Study of Judaism 

Comprising of two units:
• Judaism Beliefs and Teachings
• Judaism Beliefs and Practices 

Comprising of 2 sets of 4 different style 
questions: Simple sentences, short explanations 
and extended evaluative questions.

50 minutes

25%

3. Philosophy and Ethics

• Arguments for the Existence of God
• Religious Teachings on Relationships & Families

Comprising of 2 sets of 4 different style 
questions: Simple sentences, short explanations 
and extended evaluative questions.

50 minutes

25%

Assessment:
Throughout the GCSE course students are formally assessed twice during each unit of study, in the form of a mid and 
end of unit assessment.  Final examination takes place at the end of Year 11, comprising of 3 exams.
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SCIENCE

Why study this subject? 
The Science Department aims to ensure that every student 
at JHN is able to reach their full potential in this dynamic 
subject. Science plays a part in all aspects of life and our 
aim is that every student is able to apply the science they 
have learnt in the classroom to today’s changing world.  
Students are encouraged to question and investigate 
and to develop knowledge and understanding in science 
through practical experiments and a variety of other 
activities.  They will develop an understanding of the 
technological and environmental applications of Science 
and see the ethical, economic and social implications of 

these. Discussions surrounding ethical and moral issues 
in Science provide them with the tools they need to make 
their own judgements about scientific issues.

Science is a core subject and all students will take a 
Science course for GCSE.

Students follow the AQA Science courses. At KS4 most 
students take the Trilogy Combined Science course which 
incorporates topics from all three Science disciplines. 
Some students will follow the Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics GCSE courses offered by AQA.  Examinations for 
all courses will be at the end of Year 11. 

Course structure
Biology Chemistry Physics

KS4 topics Cell Biology

Cell Organisation

Infection and response   
Bioenergetics

Homeostasis and response

Inheritance, variation and 
evolution

Ecology

Atomic structure and the periodic table

Bonding, structure, and the properties of 
matter

Chemistry of the atmosphere

The rate and extent of chemical change

Using resources

Chemical analysis

Energy changes

Quantitative chemistry

Chemical changes

Organic chemistry

Forces 

Energy

Waves

Electricity 

Magnetism and Electro 
magnetism

Particle Model

Atomic Structure

Space Physics  
(GCSE Physics ONLY)
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Assessment:

Components Assessment 
Combined Science 

Assessment 
Triple science

Paper 1 - Biology topics: Cell Biology; Organisation; 
Infection and response; and Bioenergetics.

Overview 
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and 
open response.

Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
Foundation and Higher Tier
70 marks, 16.7% of GCSE

Written exam: 1 hour 45 
minutes
Foundation and Higher 
Tier
100 marks, 50 % of GCSE

Paper 2 - Biology topics Homeostasis and response; 
Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology

Overview 
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and 
open response.

Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
Foundation and Higher Tier
 70 marks, 16.7% of GCSE

Written exam: 1 hour 45 
minutes
Foundation and Higher 
Tier
100 marks, 50 % of GCSE

Paper 3 - Chemistry topics Atomic structure and the 
periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of 
matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; and 
Energy changes.

Overview 
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and 
open response.

Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
Foundation and Higher Tier
70 marks, 16.7% of GCSE

Written exam: 1 hour 45 
minutes
Foundation and Higher 
Tier
100 marks, 50 % of GCSE

Paper 4 - Chemistry topics The rate and extent of 
chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; 
Chemistry of the atmosphere; and Using resources.

Overview 
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and 
open response.

Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
Foundation and Higher Tier
70 marks
16.7% of GCSE

Written exam:
1 hour 45 minutes
Foundation and Higher 
Tier
100 marks
 50 % of GCSE

Paper 5 - Physics topics: Energy; Electricity; Particle 
model of matter; and Atomic structure

Overview 
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and 
open response.

Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
Foundation and Higher Tier
70 marks, 16.7% of GCSE

Written exam:1 hour 45 
minutes
Foundation and Higher 
Tier
100 marks, 50 % of GCSE

Paper 6 - Physics topics: Forces; Waves;  
and Magnetism and electromagnetism

Overview 
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer,  
and open response.

Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
Foundation and Higher Tier
70 marks
16.7% of GCSE

Written exam:
1 hour 45 minutes
Foundation and Higher 
Tier
100 marks
50 % of GCSE

How does the course build on KS3? 
The GCSE Science courses build on the topics that are 
taught at KS3 and take the knowledge and concepts 
further to give a wider understanding of scientific concepts 
and how science is used to explain phenomena and to 
develop new ideas. 

How is the course different from KS3?
At GCSE students will be taught topics from Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics as at KS3 and there will be written 
assessments for each topic.  The GCSE course involves 
several core practical activities which can be examined in 
the final written exams.  There is no practical assessment 
for the course.  The course is examined through 6 written 
exams and there is no coursework component.



Key Stage 4 • Subject Information 
 

27

STATISTICS

Why study this subject
The GCSE Statistics qualification develops skills that 
students will use in other subjects such as science, 
geography and business studies.  It reinforces techniques 
needed for GCSE Maths at all levels, as well as supporting 
progression to A Level Maths and related subjects. The 
emphasis on real-life scenarios will capture their interest 
and give them an insight into the importance of statistics 
in the modern world.  Students are introduced to the 
skills of statistical enquiry, and practise the key statistical 
calculations that will enable them to interpret real world 
data and authentic contexts.  It is a qualification which will 
enable your child to acquire transferable skills to support 
them in progressing beyond GCSE in a range of subjects.

Course content
1. The collection of data

2. Processing, representing and analysing data

3. Probability

4. Probability distributions

5. Index numbers

How does the course build on KS3?
Students will further their knowledge gained in 
mathematics of probability, data collection and data 
analysis.  Students will be applying their knowledge to 
questions that utilise real-life situations, technology and 
problem solving techniques.

How is this course different from KS3?
Students will be encouraged to apply previously gained 
knowledge in different ways throughout the course. These 
will include research, presentations and independent study.

Students will be assessed at either Higher or Foundation 
level.

Assessment:

Components Overview Assessment
Paper 1 Students will be assessed on their knowledge of a 

variety of statistical techniques, identifying trends in 
data, understanding how technology has enabled 
data collection and analysis, and their ability to apply 
appropriate mathematical and statistical formulae in 
different situations.

1 hour 30 minutes exam

Calculator allowed

80 marks available

50% of grade

Paper 2 1 hour 30 minutes exam

Calculator allowed

80 marks available

50% of grade
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Why study this subject?
GCSE Textiles Design is a broad discipline that involves 
the creation, selection, manipulation and application of a 
range of materials such as fibres, yarns and fabrics, and 
processes such as weaving, knitting, stitching and printing 
to create designs and products.  If a student has an 
interest in stitch textiles and fabric manipulation this is the 
choice for them.  Just like all GCSE art disciplines they will 
be encouraged to draw and record in a variety of ways.

Students will have sampled working with textiles at Key 
Stage 3 however we have only given them a taster at 
this stage. This should not deter students as this is very 
practical course where students will be guided through 
using a wide range of materials, techniques and processes 
such a printmaking, applique, batik and constructed 
surfaces.  Students will experiment widely with materials in 
order to create work of an interesting and exciting nature.

• Students will need to draw and experiment with    
 drawing to generate ideas.

• Themes will be used to generate ideas: for example,   
 projects have included ‘Surfaces’ and looking at map   
 as an inspiration for furnishings and accessories. 

• Students will look at how artists, designers and makers  
 have approached similar subject matters.  They will   
 work from life and photographs.

• The course will combine experimenting with control  
 and skill.

• Students will be well supported by highly skilled    
 teachers. They will work on large pages as well as in   
 sketchbooks.

We see Year 9 as an opportunity to experience what it is 
like working at GCSE level. It is a time to take risks and 
enjoy the process of being inspired by a starting point and 
working it through to an outcome. In Year 10 and Year 11, 
we introduce mock exams so that the students understand 
what it is like to work under time restrictions. Once marked 
and used as a practice for the real thing the work produced 
will become coursework, which contributes to 60% of the 
overall final grade.

Course Progression
The course leads directly to the study of art and design 
in the Sixth Form and then on to a wide range of higher 
education courses or careers.  Examples include: fashion 
design, garment making, printmaking, constructed textiles, 
interior design, etc. 

TEXTILE DESIGN

Assessment:

Components Overview Assessment
Component 1: 
Personal Portfolio

This will be a selected body of Students’ best pieces of work, 
the highlights produced during the entire course and will 
contribute 60% to the overall grade.

Component 1 is completed in 
January of Yr 11. 

It is broken down into a series 
of smaller projects which are 
assessed at relevant points over 
the course. 

Component 2:

Externally Set Test

This component is worked on at the end of the course and 
although taught, builds on the skills Students have learned 
throughout the course.  It consists of a number of preparation 
study sheets which lead to a final response produced in exam 
conditions.

This component contribute to 40% to the overall grade.

Paper released January of Yr 11. 

Practical exam sat at the  
end of Yr 11. 

The course consists of 4 assessment objectives:
AO1 - The development of ideas and looking at the work of other artists, designers and makers.
AO2 - Exploration and refinement of ideas using a range of materials and techniques.
AO3 - Recording ideas.  For example: drawing, painting, annotations.
AO4 –A final response to investigations. This is an outcome that has stemmed from the body of developmental work and 
be inspired by artists, designers and maters. 
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CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL CERTIFICATE IN  
CHILD DEVELOPMENT LEVEL 1 & 2 

Why study this subject?
This qualification is for students aged 14-16 who wish 
to develop applied knowledge and practical skills in 
Child Development. It is designed with both practical 
and theoretical elements, which will prepare students for 
further qualifications in Child Care, Health and Social Care, 
Psychology, Sociology and Biology.

Course content
All students will study three mandatory units as follows:

RO57 Health and well-being for child development

The first unit of study underpins all of the other learning 
in this qualification. Students will develop the essential 
knowledge and understanding in child development, 
covering pre-conception health, reproduction, parental 
responsibility, antenatal care, birth, postnatal checks, 
postnatal provision, conditions for development, childhood 
illnesses and child safety. 

RO58 Create a safe environment and understand the 
nutritional needs of children from birth to five years

In the second unit of study, students will learn how to 
create a safe environment for children from birth to five 
years in childcare settings. Students will investigate and 
choose equipment that is both suitable and safe for use 
in a nursey setting and they will learn about children’s 
nutrition and dietary needs.

RO59 Understand the development of a child from one 
to five years

In the third unit of study, students will learn the expected 
developmental norms for children from one to five years. 
Students will use observation and research techniques and 
skills to investigate these development norms and explore 
their findings. Students will also learn the importance of 
creating plans and providing different play activities to 
support children in their development.

Assessment:

Units Overview Assessment
R018: Health and well-being 
for child development

Consists of two sections with a range of question types.  Written paper

OCR-set and marked

1 hour and 15 minutes – 
70 marks

R058: Create a safe 
environment and understand 
the nutritional needs of 
children from birth to five 
years

There are 4 tasks from an OCR set scenario for 
students to complete and one of the tasks is a practical 
assessment. 

Coursework 
Centre assessed tasks 
OCR moderated 
60 marks

R059: Understand the 
development of a child from 
one to five years

There are 2 tasks from an OCR set scenario for students 
to complete and one of the tasks students have to carry 
out an observation of a child aged between 1-2 years.

Coursework 
Centre assessed tasks 
OCR moderated 
60 marks 
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Why study this subject?
According to the British Hospitality Association, hospitality 
and catering is Britain’s fourth largest industry and 
accounts for around 10% of the total workforce. Since 
2010, over 25% of all new jobs have been within the 
hospitality and catering sector with the majority of new 
roles falling within the 18-24 age group.

The WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Hospitality and 
Catering has been designed to support students in schools 
and colleges who want to learn about this vocational 
sector and the potential it can offer them for their careers 
or further study.

It is most suitable as a foundation for further study. This 
further study would provide students with the opportunity 
to develop a range of specialist and general skills 
that would support their progression to employment. 
Employment in hospitality and catering can range from 
waiting staff, receptionists and catering assistants to chefs, 
hotel and bar managers and food technologists in food 
manufacturing. All of these roles require further education 
and training either through apprenticeships or further and 
higher education.

How does the course build on KS3?
Although Catering is not followed at key stage 3, 
key elements of that curriculum will play a part in the 
specification of this course, e.g. practical skills, nutrition 
and health and safety.

Course Content
Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry

Students apply their learning by considering all aspects 
of the vocational sector. They should acquire knowledge 
of all aspects of the industry and be able to propose new 
hospitality and catering provision for specific locations. 
Students will be able to use their learning of different 
types of establishment and job roles to determine the best 
option. They will then apply their learning in relation to front 
of house and kitchen operations to determine how the 
proposed hospitality and catering provision will operate 
efficiently legally and be financially viable, whilst meeting 
the needs of their potential market. This unit provides a 
broad introduction to the vocational sector in a way that is 
purposeful and develops a range of transferable skills.

Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action

Students apply their learning to safely prepare, cook and 
present nutritional dishes.

They will draw on their learning of different types of 
provision and kitchen and front of house operations in 
Unit 1, as well as personal safety in their preparations. 
The content is relevant not only to employees within food 
production, but also those with a responsibility for food 
safety in the industry, nutritionists and managers and 
owners.

This extends the student’s appreciation of the whole 
vocational area beyond the kitchen environment.

https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-
award-in-hospitality-and-catering/#tab_overview

HOSPITALITY AND CATERING LEVEL 1 & 2 AWARD (WJEC)

Assessment:

Component Overview Assessment
Unit 1 The Hospitality and 
Catering Industry

Short answer and extended answer questions. External 
1 hour 30 mins. 
90 marks - 40%

Unit 2 Hospitality and 
Catering in Action

Controlled assessment task. 

Brief given relating to a hospitality environment

Internal 
9 hours - 60%

The WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering is made up of two mandatory units.

Students must complete both units.

https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-hospitality-and-catering/#tab_overview
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-hospitality-and-catering/#tab_overview
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CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL SPORT SCIENCE

Why study this subject?
Competitive sport has fully embraced sport science and 
considers every minute detail of an athlete’s training 
programme, rest time, environment and psychology in the 
pursuit of excellence. This Sport Science course offers 
students the opportunity to study key areas of sport 
science including anatomy and physiology linked to fitness, 
health, injury and performance; the science of training and 
application of training principles, and psychology in sport 
and sports performance.

Course content
There are two mandatory units and a choice of optional 
units.  The externally assessed unit contributes 25% of the 
marks for this qualification. Each optional unit is assessed 
through a practical task-based assessment with OCR-set 
tasks to support the students in producing assessment 
evidence.

Students have to complete four units to complete the 
course.

Core Units

• Reducing the risk of sports injuries

Written paper 1 hour – 60 marks

• Applying principles of training

Centre assessed task, OCR moderated

The optional units include: the body’s response to physical 
activity, sport psychology, sports nutrition and technology 
in sport.

Assessment:

Component Overview Assessment
Reducing the risk of sports 
industries

The sports injuries unit will be externally assessed through 
an OCR set and marked 1 hour exam, usually sat at the 
end of year 10.

Written paper 1 hour

60 marks

Appling the principles of 
training

This unit will be assessed through set assignments, which 
will bring together knowledge and skills in each particular 
area. 

Centre assessed task, 
OCR moderated

Two further units The remaining units will also be assessed through set 
assignments, which will bring together knowledge and 
skills in each particular area.

Centre assessed task, 
OCR moderated

The work for the three non-exam assignments will be submitted electronically for assessment. 

Course progression
This course would be ideal for a pupil wishing to pursue their sports education further in the Sixth Form, and would 
ready the students for both A Level PE and Level 3 BTEC Sport.
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Notes
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