
Creativity: Year 7 and 8: KS3 

Year group 7 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 NOTICING MAKING 
CONNECTIONS 

SEEING THINGS 
FROM OTHER 
PEOPLE’S 
PERSPECTIVES 

INNOVATION PROBLEM-FINDING AND PROBLEM 
SOLVING 
 
RISK-TAKING 
 
Details to be confirmed. 

Content 
 
What will I learn? 
 
What do I need to 
know? 

I will learn about:  
 
The definition of 
creativity, apply it 
to decisions I make, 
to be able to 
understand the 
skills that make up 
creativity and 
understand that it 
is a disposition that 
can be taught and 
that is important 
for me and my 
future. 
 
I will know that: 
 
Having a creative 
mindset is a skill 
and I can learn, 
through a carefully 
selected choice of 
strategies, to 

I will learn about: 
 
Big ideas and 
concepts that I 
might experience in 
my everyday life 
that can help me 
make sense of the 
world. 
 
I will know that: 
 
As an individual, I 
can contribute to 
discussions on 
these topics.  
I can change my 
opinions based on 
consideration of 
other people’s 
perspectives. 
 
Key terms: 

I will learn about: 
 
Big ideas/ concepts 
Question types 
Taking part in 
discussions 
 
I will know that: 
There is a skill at 
being able to take 
part in conceptual 
discussions and 
they can help me 
understand the 
world around me. 
My answers reflect 
my world and  
I can change my 
ideas and views by 
listening to and 
engaging in 
discussions with my 
peers. 
 
Key terms: 

I will learn about: 
 
My school motto 
and how it applies 
to my attitudes and 
behaviours in school 
The stages of a 
creative design 
project to fit a 
design brief 
 
I will know that: 
Creativity is a 
process and I can 
reflect on the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of my 
contribution to 
projects. 
 
I can interpret and 
follow the steps of a 
design brief to 

I will learn about: 
 
 
I will know that: 
 
Key terms: 
 
 
 

I will learn about: 
 
 
I will know that: 
 
Key terms: 
 
 
 



become creative in 
my thinking. 
Creative thinking 
allows me to take 
ownership of my 
learning inside and 
outside the 
classroom. 
 
Key terms: 
Mindset 
Blue skills 
Creativity 
creative 
Collaboration 
Problem-finding 
and problem-
solving 
Perspective  
innovation 
Noticing 
Questioning- open 
and closed 
questions 
Imagination 
Perseverance 
Student-centred 
 

Caring 

Collaborative 

Concept 

Philosophical 

concept 

Questioning 

Collaboration 

Reflection 

Evaluation 

 
 

Comprehension 
question 
Ask the expert 
question 
Speculation 
question 
Philosophical 
question 
Opinion 
Fact   
Values/ ethics-  
Facilitator- 
Question quadrant 
 
 
 

create something 
innovative. 
 
 
 
Key terms: 
Innovation 
Feasibility- is the 
idea feasible- do I 
have the time to 
complete it? 
Desirability- is the 
idea desirable- do 
others think it's a 
good idea? 
Viability- is the idea 
viable- do I have the 
resources to 
complete? 
Collaboration 
Design brief 
Reflection 
Evaluation 
Leadership 
Compromise 
Negotiation 
 

Skills 
 
What will I learn to 
do? 
 

I will learn to: 
 
Understand what 
creativity as a 
discipline is. 

I will learn to: 
 
Understand that 
thinking can be a 

I will learn to: 
 
Distinguish 
between the four 

I will learn to: 
 
Assess the progress 
of my project and 
make changes in 

I will learn to: I will learn to: 



 Recognise that I 
can learn to be 
creative. 
Identify the skills 
that allow me to 
enjoy a creative 
mind set. 
Articulate the value 
of creativity. 
Reflect on how my 
skills develop in the 
discipline over a 
unit of work. 
Understand that in 
this discipline, the 
journey (process) is 
as important as 
the final outcome. 
 

challenging and 
rigorous process. 
Understand that 
my actions and 
body language in a 
classroom setting 
has an impact on 
how others learn 
and how they 
contribute. 
Identify what a big 
idea or a 
philosophical 
concept is.  
Write my own big 
ideas based on a 
stimulus that has 
been given to me 
or that I have 
chosen myself. 
Make connections 
between the big 
ideas seen in a 
stimulus and my 
own life 
experiences. 
Understand that 
my peers can be a 
source of 
knowledge and not 
just the 
adults (teachers) in 
the room. 

different question 
types.  
Identify the 
components of a 
philosophical 
question compared 
to other questions. 
Demonstrate 
behaviour that is 
compatible with 
the 4Cs framework.  
Understand that 
the teacher's role 
changes in a 
student-centred 
classroom.  
Understand that 
my contributions in 
a debate reflect my 
world-view, values 
and ethics.  
My world-view is 
not set in stone and 
can be influenced 
by listening to and 
taking part in 
discussions.  
Reflect on the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of my 
work over a fixed 
period. 
 

light of problems or 
issues. 
Demonstrate 
leadership skills 
when leading my 
class in the activity.  
Produce a personal 
response to a group 
task and then work 
collaboratively with 
a group on a project.  
Understand my 
school’s motto and 
evaluate its meaning 
against my own 
behaviour and 
values.  
 Generate new ideas 
to a design brief and 
assess their worth. 
 



I can articulate how 
a focus on big ideas 
might be of use to 
be in other 
classroom subjects. 
 

Key questions that 
will have to 
consider in the unit 

What is creativity?  
 
What is a creative 
mindset?  
 
How can I achieve a 
creative mindset? 
 
Why is it important 
that I adopt a 
creative mindset? 
 
How aware am I of 
my behaviour in my 
classroom 
environment? 
 
 

What does it mean 
to ‘think creatively’ 
and ‘think 
critically’? 
 
What is a concept 
or a big idea?  
 
Can I make 
connections 
between big ideas 
seen in a stimulus 
e.g. happiness and 
my own life 
experiences: ‘what 
do I need for 
happiness’?  
 
Can I understand 
that my peers can 
be a fount of 
knowledge and not 
just my teachers? 
 
What are the 
specific phrases 
and expressions I 

What are the four 
different question 
types that we can 
ask based on any 
given stimulus?  
 
What are the 
components of a 
philosophical 
question compared 
to the other 
questions?  
 
Can I write a 
philosophical 
question?  
 
How does the 
teacher’s role 
develop in a 
student-centred 
classroom?  
 
How do my 
answers reflect my 
world-view, my 
values and ethics? 

What is my school 
motto and why was 
it chosen? 
 
What do the big 
ideas as seen in the 
motto mean to me? 
 
How can I translate 
my thoughts about a 
big idea into a 
concrete project? 
 
How can I create 
something new both 
on my own and with 
a group? 
 
Can I reflect on my 
work and how I 
respond to a design 
brief? 
 
How can I contribute 
positively to the life 
of my school? 

 

  



must employ to 
make sure that my 
classroom 
contributions are 
appropriate? 
 
Why does being 
curious about the 
world matter? 
 

  
Is my world-view 
set in stone or can 
be changed by 
listening to those 
around me? 
 
 

How will my 
learning be 
assessed? 

Self-evaluation: 
how far have I met 
task requirements 
 
Teacher evaluation- 
how has the 
student met my 
expectations 
regarding the 
HEROs? 

Self-evaluation: 
Students will bring 
in a photo/ image/ 
short story/ 
stimulus that 
allows them to 
present what they 
think related big 
ideas/ concepts 
are. They will lead 
their class in a 
reflection, too (pair 
work, group work, 
whole-class work) 
 
Self-assessment 
table- how far has 
creative thinking 
developed since 
the beginning of 
the unit. 
 

Students will be 
given a stimulus 
and asked to think 
of their own 
philosophical 
question. The class 
will vote for their 
favourite and the 
teacher will lead a 
discussion on it. 
Self-assessment of 
students’ work. 
Teachers’ 
assessment of 
students’ 
participation and 
work. 
 

Students will 
present their work 
for display around 
the school and/ or 
online and will 
produce a spoken/ 
visual or written 
reflection on their 
work. They will have 
a self-assessment 
grid based on their 
thinking and 
behavioural skills. 
 

  



How will my 
literacy/ 
numeracy/ SMS 
education/ HEROs 
capabilities be 
developed? 

Oracy/ voice- 
speaking, 
expressing an 
opinion. 
 
Literacy- 
developing the 
capacity for 
reflection by 
writing simple 
sentence 
reflections. 

Oracy/ voice- 
speaking, 
expressing an 
opinion. 
 
Literacy- 
developing the 
capacity for 
reflection by 
embedding new 
vocabulary into 
sessions. 
 

Oracy/ voice- 
speaking, 
expression an 
opinion, developing 
of language, 
expressing 
opposing views.  
 
Literacy- 
developing the 
capacity for 
reflection by 
embedding new 
vocabulary into 
sessions; using 
vocabulary studied 
in previous 
sessions.  
 

Oracy/ voice- 
classroom 
appropriate 
communication, 
pitches to present to 
the class 
 
Numeracy- 
allocating tasks, 
time management. 
 
SMS- collaboration, 
open-mindedness, 
honest participation 
in activities. 

  

What can I do at 
home (with my 
family) to develop 
my understanding 
further? 

Discussions of 
skills. How far have 
parents developed 
similar creative 
skills? 
 
Discussing what 
you notice around 
you- why is it like 
that? What could 
be changed to 
make it more 
practical? 

Discussions of ideas 
shared in class. 
 
Philosophy for 
children exercises/ 
games/ books. 

Big ideas discussed 
in class to be 
discussed at home. 
 
Ask children big 
questions that 
relate to everyday 
events/ 
experiences/ news 
events: ‘What 
responsibility do 
we have towards 
others? ‘Should we 
share sadness?’ 

Big ideas discussed 
in class to be 
discussed at home. 
 
A range of creative 
tasks could be 
encouraged at 
home. 

  



What is link to 
prior and future 
learning? 

It links to next 
unit’s work on 
‘thinking creatively’ 
as students 
understand what 
‘creativity’ means 
and how it can 
enhance all areas 
of life. 
 
As it involves taking 
time to know the 
classroom and the 
school 
surroundings, it is 
introductory unit to 
the school and a 
way for year 7 
students to feel 
more settled in 
their first half term. 
 

Previous learning: 
 
Identifying better 
questions to get 
better answers. 
 
Future learning: 
Writing your own 
questions. 

Previous learning: 
 
Big ideas, concepts, 
answering 
questions using 
evidence and 
examples. 
 
Future learning: 
Using spoken 
language skills and 
confidence to lead 
peers in revision 
activities. 

Previous learning: 
 
Big ideas, concepts, 
answering questions 
using evidence and 
examples, justifying 
opinions. 
 
Future learning: 
Working 
collaboratively in 
groups, 
transforming an 
abstract idea into a 
concrete project, 
the stages of project 
work. 
 

  

 


