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Welcome to this edition of 
The Chronicle
At the Opening Ceremony of the London 2012 
Paralympics, in August, Stephen Hawking 
said: “We are all different, there is no such 
thing as a standard or run-of-the-mill human 
being, but we share the same human spirit. 
What is important is that we have the
ability to create. This creativity can take 
many forms, from physical achievement to 
theoretical physics.  However difficult life may 
seem, there is always something you can do 
and succeed at”. 

John Henry Newman is a school that embraces 
individuality and the pages of this edition of 
The Chronicle illustrate this.

In September we welcomed our new Year 7 
pupils.  Their Enrolment Evening remains 
one of the highlights of the school calendar.  
We were also fortunate to have a significant 
number of students join us in Year 12.   Both 
groups have made a remarkable contribution to 
our community in their short time with us, and 
we are a better school as a result of them joining 
us.

Our Silver Jubilee was an opportunity for the 
school to come together, with staff, pupils and 
students past and present, to celebrate the 
school and its 25 year history. The celebrations 
were woven into the academic year, beginning 
in October with the feast day of our Patron, the 
Blessed John Henry Newman, being celebrated 
with Archbishop Vincent Nichols and ending 
with the Community Jubilee Mass, our 1980s 
day and the hugely successful party in the park.  

We continue to be a dynamic, living Christian 
experience, with our pupils and students living 
out their faith in so much that they do.  We 
are clearly a school where spiritual and moral 
values underpin every activity. I have been 
particularly impressed with the work of our 

Chaplaincy Teams across the year groups and 
the impact which they are having on our faith 
life across the school. Our Masses are deeply 
spiritual occasions, and our end of Year 13 and 
all the other end of year Masses continue to 
bring tears to many eyes.

The school year ended with the most fantastic 
exam results the school has ever enjoyed. We 
were delighted for our pupils and students, 
that the hard work and effort they put into their 
studies paid off and that they are now reaping 
the rewards and enjoying the next steps in their 
lives.

During the school year we managed to fit in so 
many other activities and achievements; there 
were over 100 major school trips, including 
our fourth visit to the Palestinian community 
in the West Bank, a very moving Head Boy, 
Head Girl trip to Uganda, theatre trips, Duke 
of Edinburgh expeditions, language visits to 
Germany, France, Spain and Italy, the first 
ever KICA trip to Uganda.  Music and the 
performing arts continue to go from strength to 
strength, there was a stunning school musical 
production and the outdoor concert was a 
fantastic way to end the year.   In addition there 
were so many sporting events that they are 
impossible to count and we enjoyed our most 
successful KISS week ever with a huge £50,000 
being raised.  The list of activities goes on and 
on. This is such a vibrant community with 
so many talented and committed pupils and 
students. 

Have a wonderful year
God Bless

 
Mr Mathew
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Year 9 Geography Farm 
Trip
In late September 2012, the whole of Year 9 
had the opportunity to visit Holyfield Hall 
Farm, part of the Lee Valley Park. 

The group spent half of the day brushing up 
on their map skills (learnt throughout Key 
Stage 3) by taking part in a GPS orienteering 
competition, and were then given a guided tour 
of the farm.  During the visit they went into the 
milking parlour and learnt about the journey of 
a pint of milk from the farm to the supermarket.  
The tour was very interesting, but for many 
the highlight of the day was the chance to meet 
and stroke the farm’s newest arrivals in the calf 
nursery.

The Design & Technology 
Department links with 
the local community in 
Stevenage 
Key Stage 5 – Year 12 A Level Product Design

The A Level group attended a presentation 
given by Domenico Cirillo, Regeneration 
Officer at Stevenage Borough Council. The talk 
was about public realm space and the various 
objectives and considerations needed when 
redeveloping areas of the town for a local 
community.  Public realm space includes all the 
space between buildings, such as parks, street 
furniture, cycle stands, bollards, bins, signage 
and lighting. It can also include public art and 
sculpture. 

Mr Cirillo gave a holistic view of the design 
process involved and the new Charrette 

system used in Industry.  The various agencies 
involved, the main areas for designing and 
the history of the area is thought about 
in great detail.  A recent project that the 
Stevenage Council have just completed is the 
redevelopment of ‘The Hyde’ in Shephall.  This 
has given the students an insight on how the 
design process works within a real situation.  
This linked into one of the A Level projects, the 
redevelopment on an area in a chosen town 
centre.  

SEPTEMBER 2012
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Royal visit
JHN pupils take part in entrepreneurial 
challenge

His Royal Highness, The Duke of Edinburgh, 
officially opened the My Incubator business 
start-up facility at the Business & Technology 
Centre (BTC) in Stevenage on Wednesday 10th 
October 2012, and met with students from The 
John Henry Newman Catholic School and other 
local schools. 

The Duke of Edinburgh enjoyed a tour of the 
BTC, Hertfordshire’s primary enterprise and 
innovation centre, which provides facilities and 
business support to regional businesses. 

Five Year Eleven Business Studies pupils: Alex 
Arnull, Callum Chamberlain, Frances Ebro, 
Catherine Michaels and Vincent Moulton, were 
chosen to attend the event and thoroughly 
enjoyed spending a few minutes chatting with 
the Duke during their Business Challenge.  

Their task was to use their entrepreneurial 
skills to create new ways of making money 
during a timed exercise.  They demonstrated 
how the Beacon Events Programme is helping 
them to develop their project and enterprise 
management skills.

The John Henry Newman group’s final concept 
of generating contemporary artwork was 
interesting, but was still beaten by another 
school’s more unusual idea of ‘throwing wet 
sponges at teachers’.  Maybe that was too 
obvious for our pupils, who do much more 
daring things during KISS week!

Feedback from our pupils has been positive and 
they enjoyed meeting the Prince. 

OCTOBER 2012

HRH The Duke of Edinburgh officially opens My Incubator 
Stevenage. Photography by www.bjphotography.co.uk

A level language opens 
doors
On Saturday, 20th October, Mrs Martinelli and 
a number of sixth form linguists visited the 
Language Show at Olympia. 

This is an annual event in London which 
encourages Sixth Form students to explore 
possibilities regarding future careers in their 
chosen language. 

The students enjoyed visiting the European 
Union stand where many ‘freebies’ were 

distributed and an understanding of the 
organisation explored.  They also discussed 
careers in translation and interpreting, business 
and commerce and opportunities for work 
experience abroad were investigated.

It is hoped that this trip will become an 
annual event at JHN and the MFL department 
encourages all Sixth Form linguists to take part 
next year. At the end of the trip, the students 
agreed that having a language at A level opens 
the doors to many exciting careers.

Year 8 Geography   
Zoolab visit to JHN

During the autumn term of Year 8, Geography 
pupils learn about some of the major global 
ecosystems.  To support this work, and to 
help them prepare for an assessment, Zoolab 
visited JHN with a variety of rainforest and 
desert animals.  Every pupil took part in a one 
hour workshop in which they had the chance 
to handle a number of species including Giant 
African Land Snails and Cockroaches.  
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Visit to the Roebuck 
Nursing Home

Pupils were given a guided tour of the home 
and were able to experience first hand the 
daily routines involved in caring for elderly 
residents.  

They witnessed different forms of 
communication between residents and carers 
and had the opportunity to interview the 
activities coordinator about  facilities and 
service users’ experiences  in the home.  They 
were able to see how the rights of the service 
users were maintained and see how the values 
of care were applied in this setting.  The pupils 
thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to see the 
theory studied in a practical setting.

English Speaking Union 
MACE
Excited after our success in October’s 
Debating Matters competition, we entered a 
new set of students for the highly acclaimed 
USE Debating Competition.  This time, the 
venue was a school in north London.  

After a short minibus ride, our students arrived, 
ready to debate the Motion; “This House 
would tie development aid to the enforcement 
of population control mechanisms,” a concept 
even more complicated than it sounds.

Our team comprised of Octavia McGill and 
Alex Hunt, both of whom had prepared 
superbly and were able to confidently and 
spontaneously articulate the key ideas of the 
debate.  The team competed against our host 
school and in front of a panel of three judges, 
including Lynne Featherstone MP.

Cambridge Schools Debate
Pupils took part in another highly competitive 
competition set in the prestigious and 
historical Cambridge Union building.   
 
Our team, Alex Pond and Tom Bradley had 
thoroughly prepared the topic of the veto 
powers of the UN Security Council, ready for 
a parliamentary style debate although, just to 
complicate matters further, this competition’s 
organisers do not reveal the running order, or 
which side you are debating, until the start of 
the event.

The Debating Club has had some impressive 
success in this its first year and Tom and Alex 
both did themselves proud.  They introduced 
the debate clearly and concisely and argued 
their well-researched points effectively.  
Witnessed by some supportive spectators, they 
were then given an unseen motion which they 

had 15 minutes to consider.  They were again 
able to articulate an insightful range of ideas 
under these intense conditions.

Competing against some veteran schools, our 
students were announced as worthy runners-up 
in our group.  The judge was impressed by our 
students and acknowledged the closeness of the 
decision. 

NOVEMBER 2012

The Year 10 Health and Social Group visited 
the Roebuck Nursing Home.

The John Henry Newman Feast Day 

9 October 2012
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Inspired by Design
In November AS and A2 Product Design 
students went to London to listen to a number 
of inspirational leading designers. 

The exciting programme highlighted critical 
design issues relevant to A-level studies. 
Students heard from five successful designers, 
gaining insight into the design process and 
understanding markets. They also had the 
opporunity to meet Sir Paul Smith. 

Students saw presentations from  Alice Taylor, 
who has set up her own innovative company, 
Makie Lab. Her company uses 3D printing 
to create consumer ready unique dolls. She 
sources materials and manufactures locally 
launched her business in 2011. 

James Tuthill, from the company Omlet, told 

the story of re-design focusing on Eglu, a 
revolutionary chicken coop made from medium 
density polyethylene. 

Jason Iftakhar talked about why it is a good 
time to be a designer and showed off his new 
Urban Swifty Scooter.

Sir Paul Smith, CBE, encouraged students to 
find inspiration in everything and described 
how he has been inspired throughout his career.

All students participated in an exercise 
organised by Product Designer Pascal Anson 
to create a stool from paper cups and bubble 
gum. Pascal Anson won a commission to work 
on an olympic project with British Airways and 
designed the Dove aircraft.

The students left the talks inspired and ready to 
get creative!

Year 13 Geography Field 
Trip
Students enjoyed a full day of field work in 
London as part of their A2 studies on World 
Cities. 

During the day they visited the regeneration 
area around St Pancras and Kings Cross, The 
London Transport Museum, St Katherine 
Docks, and Canary Wharf.  It was a great 
opportunity to take advantage of a truly world 
class city on our doorstep.

DECEMBER 2012

Design Technology Rotary 
Challenge Tournament, 
County Champions.
The Weight Powered Vehicle.

We entered four teams in Year 7, 10 and 13 into 
the tournament against other secondary schools 
in Stevenage. The tournament was hosted at the 
new Da Vinci Studio School based at Stevenage 
college. 

The challenge was to help reduce pollution by 
designing, building and testing a prototype 
vehicle, powered by a 250gram weight. The 
vehicle needed to climb a track rising and 

increasing in length, the quantity varied for the 
age group.

All pupils and students read the notes carefully 
and set to designing. They all produced a 
design portfolio and prototype.

They had to meet a specific criteria and the 
vehicle could not be more than 400 mm in 
height. The pupils worked with pulley and gear 
mechanisms to produce winning designs.

We took home trophies as winners in both the 
advanced and intermediate groups. The Year 7, 
youngest in their age group, came home with 
the runners up trophy. Overall John Henry 
Newman became the County champions with 
three trophies. Well Done.
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Gym and Dance DisplayDECEMBER 2012
Photography credit: Kieran Johnson Year 9



Trip to the V&A

On the 14th December 2012 a group of BTEC 
Costume students visited the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, London.  

Whilst in the V&A they had the opportunity 
to get close to over one hundred costumes that 
had been used in Hollywood.  The costumes 
that were on display came from some of the 
world’s most famous movies and iconic film 
stars/celebrities.  There were costumes from 
the Wizard of Oz, Batman, and The Iron Lady, 
Shakespeare in Love and many more.  They 
even had the iconic Darth Vader suit and 
Marilyn Monroe’s white dress. 

After visiting the Theatre and Performance 
rooms, where the students and teachers got to 
try on some rather eccentric outfits,they also 
got to see puppets, stage sets and costumes 
from the Lion King.  Before leaving students 
had the chance to view a collection of beautiful 
ballgowns from the red carpet and the catwalk.  
The ballgowns dated from 1950s to the present 
day.  

This was a fantastic day that all movie and 
celebrity fans would thoroughly enjoy. Being 
able to see such famous, and in some instances 
infamous, costumes was a great experience.

The Literature of Love: 
Love Through The Ages
Twenty eight students travelled by train to 
London University’s Institute of Education, 
with Mr Latham and Mrs Hawksley in 
preparation to spend the day learning 
about the literature of love through the 
ages, for their A level examination. 

The day consisted of input by four speakers.  
Students learned about what makes a 
cracking essay and looked at a variety of 
sonnets; they considered ‘Love, Sex and 
the Taboo: Literary Representations’; were 
given new ways of thinking about love in 
Shakespeare’s plays and lastly heard an 
inspiring and impassioned talk from Jeanette 
Winterson, the eminent novelist.  Students 
were left with this gem of wisdom, originally 
spoken by Winterson’s mother: “The trouble 
with a book is you never know what’s in it 
until it’s too late!” Enough said. 
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Public Speaking 
Competition - District 
Semi-Finals 
With a school motto like ‘Cor ad cor loquitur’, 
we should certainly appreciate the value of 
public speaking. However, whether the venue 
is a church in Luton or a theatre in Hitchin, 
standing and speaking in front of a crowd is 
never an easy task.

At both Intermediate and Senior levels, we 
were thrilled to have won our local round of 
this Rotary Public Speaking Competition and 
to be representing Stevenage at this highly 
competitive event.

At Intermediate level, Isobel Jones gave an 
impressive performance as our main speaker, 
exploring the intricacies of the Leveson Inquiry.  
Only the previous evening, she had extolled 
the merits of the democratic system at another 
competition in Elstree and again she conveyed 
herself superbly, delivering her six-minute 
speech with aplomb and insight.  She was 
ably supported by both Sebastian Venter as 
Chairman and Abigaelle Bartholome as the Vote 
of Thanks, both of whom were able to capture 
the seriousness of the topic but also lighten the 
atmosphere with some well-timed humour.  

Overall, the team narrowly missed out on 
progressing to the next round, losing out to 
the more physical and comedic performances 
of other competing schools.  Nonetheless, 
they were superb ambassadors for the school 
and contributed to an exceptionally enjoyable 
evening, I am sure they will have many more 
successes ahead of them.

The Senior team, comprising of Lizzie 
Lacy, Terri Hyde and Hannah Renforth, 
found themselves in a fiercely competitive 
round which included the formal National 
Champions. Having swapped roles from the 
qualifying round, Lizzie led the presentation 
on the ownership of archaeological relics, 
a speech as interesting as it was relevant to 
recent world news and a topic which the judges 
were very complimentary about.  Again, she 
was supported by two of her peers, who fully 
appreciated the importance of their roles. Terri 
introduced Lizzie effectively and Hannah 
adapted well to her new job as Vote of Thanks.  
Again, the overall verdict was a very close one 
and we lost out mainly to the greater experience 
of our rival schools.

Overall, we are very proud of our results in our 
first year of competition.  All of our students 
qualify for the Senior round next year although 
that does mean we will have to find some new 
Intermediate students to continue our success. 
Wherever they are, I hope they choose to speak 
up.

JANUARY 2013

Christmas 
Concert 
2012
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Key Stage 3 - Year 9 
Resistant Materials Project

We have been working hard this year to create 
exciting and engaging projects for our pupils. 
We have embarked on several projects with 
the local community, giving our pupils “real” 
design briefs. These projects have given 
pupils the opportunity to gain an invaluable 
insight into the design industry and gain 
meaningful feedback for the work they do.

Mrs Sherman’s Year 9 groups were given a 
task by Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School 
to design and make signage for their nature 

trail.  This would encourage the children to 
learn about the 100 different types of trees.  The 
pupils discussed many ideas about the potential 
project and the environment.  

The Year 9 pupils decided to design and make 
bird boxes for the children at the local primary 
school in Stevenage.  The bird boxes were 
designed and built with no finish to enable the 
primary children to decorate them with the 
names of the trees.  

The bird boxes help to encourage the 
sustainable wildlife at the nature trail. This 
nature trail is used by members of the public on 
a regular basis.

Manchester United Soccer 
School Course

We attended the training course in Swindon. 
My team mates and I had a great time and we 
learnt lots of new skills and techniques over 
the weekend.

The coaches shared their experience and 
knowledge with us all and the fun and 
entertaining activities helped us all to progress 
in our game.

When we were first put into groups, some of 
my school friends and I were split into the older 
age group.  This gave us the opportunity to 
interact and play with many different players as 
a team. We also learnt to adapt the way we play 
and the techniques and skills we use according 
to the style of different players. 

At first, I was quite nervous about playing 
with boys who were from different schools and 
older than me.  However, after training for a 
short time, I remembered the coach’s words at 
the start of the session. They told us to always 

believe in ourselves and to always try our 
hardest. This gave me the confidence to rise 
to the challenge. Having a positive attitude, 
helped me to try new things and made my 
playing more successful. If something didn’t 
work out, I was able to learn from my mistakes 
and try another method to get past players as 
we were shown in the 1v1 session. 

I also learnt to over-emphasise my body 
movements and change direction quickly, so 
that the opposing player was unable to process 
fast enough the direction that I was going in, 
before I was already past them and heading for 
goal.

In the mornings we did activities at the centre. 
We took part in crate challenges, obstacle 
courses, ladders and zip wire. These were great 
fun, even though it was freezing cold. 
However, the most fun was in the football 
sessions – hopefully we are better players for 
the experience. 

Adam Perry
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Trip to the Holy Land 
2013

Sea of Galilee

Dead sea
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PALEST INE River Jordan

Jericho

Trip to the Holy Land 2013
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Year 13 Dinner and Dance
At the end of May emotions are frequently 
running high among students. The stress 
of the up-coming exams and the looming 
coursework deadlines are all too prevalent 
among the Sixth Form. However, on Friday 
24th May, all of us in Year 13 pushed aside our 
worries and gathered together for a wonderful 
evening to celebrate what has been an 
incredible time at a brilliant school.

As we arrived for our Leaving Dinner and 
Dance, we were greeted by our wonderful 
Director and Deputy Directors of Sixth Form, 
Mr Anderson, Mrs Naylor and Dr Lancaster.
 
After having our photos taken (for the first of 
many times that evening), we went upstairs 
to the main dining area. It looked absolutely 
stunning! The Prom Committee did an amazing 
job organising all the decorations, prom awards 
and gifts for form tutors, all keeping within 
our Moulin Rouge theme. We were greeted by 
more photographers, headed by the legendary 
Nathaniel ‘Flannol’ Rosa, who produced a 
wonderful collection of photos now seen on 
every students’ Facebook page. Let’s face it, if 
you haven’t got a photo with your favourite 
teacher as your profile picture, you may as well 
never have gone to Sixth Form!
 

After our three-course meal the award 
ceremony took place. Jack Philips and Beth 
Byron-Grange did an amazing job presenting 
the awards. These ranged from the wonderful 
(Best Dressed, Nicest Person etc...) to the wacky 
(Most Likely to Appear on Jeremy Kyle) and of 
course Mr Anderson kept with tradition and 
scooped the Best Bum award!
 
Following on from the awards ceremony, 
Mr Anderson gave his emotional speech to 
the year. Well it was emotional if you were 
one of the chosen ones to feature. He talked 
about everything from “Big Head Football” to 
relationship advice.
 
The onslaught that was the disco was a 
combination of teachers pulling out dance 
moves that you didn’t know existed, a bit of 
casual crowd surfing and of course Gangnam 
Style. All in all it was clear that, whether you 
have been a student for two years or for seven 
years at The John Henry Newman Catholic 
School, the one thing which we all walked away 
with was the memory of the unforgettable times 
we have shared. Many good times, some sad 
times but always a very special community

Sophie Milligan 13CF

MAY 2013
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Year 11 Dinner and Dance
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Year 10 Trip to Norfolk
Year 10 Geography pupils travelled to 
Sheringham in Norfolk to collect primary data 
for their controlled assessment task.

During their time on the coast they made a 
variety of measurements that will be used 
to help them explain why different coastal 
management techniques are needed to protect 
communities.  This work is completed back at 
school during the autumn term of 2013 and will 
contribute 25% to pupils’ final GCSE grades.  
The trip was enjoyed by all and demonstrated 
the importance of getting out of the classroom 
to help consolidate understanding of complex 
processes.  It was also a great opportunity to 
sample some excellent Norfolk ice-cream.

Year 5 Primary School Visits
Once again we welcomed groups of Year 
5 pupils from our main feeder schools to 
experience life at The John Henry Newman 
Catholic School.  Their enthusiasm shone 
through and we look forward to welcoming 
some of them into Year 7 next September.

JUNE 2013
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Year 7 Study Trip to St. 
Malo, France
Once again, the historic town of St. Malo in 
Brittany was the destination for a group of 50 
Year 7 pupils.
The venue, the Centre Patrick Varangot is a 
very well appointed and expertly run hostel 
with many facilities. Pupils were able to stay in 
clean, bright rooms with their own shower and 
toilet, and three-course meals were provided 
every night in the hostel restaurant. Breakfast 
was in a cafeteria-style, where everybody 
could choose what they would like to eat and 
drink. In the evening, pupils were able to play 
football, volley ball and table tennis in the 
hostel grounds. An excellent way to get rid of 
some energy!

Monday was spent travelling, by coach and 
Shuttle, and we arrived at the hostel in time to 
allocate rooms to everyone and make beds (a 
very interesting exercise in using sheets and 
blankets as in the days of yore!), before going to 
dinner at 19.30. Following some games outside, 
everyone had a good night’s sleep.

Tuesday saw us at the Grand Aquarium of St. 
Malo in the morning, where we had a guided 
visit and learnt about various sea creatures in 
different types of seas. The visit concluded with 
a little trip in the Nautibus (the name is always 
a source of amusement for the children), from 
which we saw more fish and sealife.

In the afternoon, we made our way to the Parc 
zoologique de la Bourbansais, where, after a 
picnic on the grass, the children were able to 
wander around, draw some of the animals 
they saw and write some details about them 
(in French of course!). For those who were 
interested, there was also falconry and hunting 
dogs’ displays.

Back in St. Malo, and before going back to 
the hostel, we spent an hour in a Carrefour 
hypermarket, to give the children and the staff 
an opportunity to do some shopping. We were 
impressed with the children’s behaviour and 
punctuality.

On Wednesday, we went to the historic part of 
St. Malo, the beautiful walled city and visited 

a privateer’s house. Our guide explained how 
ship owners’ vessels were used by privateers 
in times of war and for the spice and precious 
metals trade in times of peace.  Pupils should 
now know the difference between privateers 
and pirates! One exciting part of the visit was 
going up a very narrow staircase built inside 
a wall, to arrive in a secret room where trade 
deals were made. Wednesday afternoon was 
spent at Mont Saint-Michel, where we all 
went to the top of the Abbey and surveyed the 
amazing views of the area. Once back down 
again, the children had some free time and were 
able to buy souvenirs. After dinner, those who 
wished to were able to go and spend some time 
on the nearby beach, accompanied of course by 
members of staff. It was a lovely way to end a 
very enjoyable day.

The trip ended with a fun-filled day at 
CobacParc, a multi-activity park with an Aqua 
Fun area which could be used by those wishing 
to get wet! The children were able to try their 
hand at various activities, including pedalos, 
mini-golf, human table football and much more.

The sun was out every day, always with a little 
breeze to keep things cool, and the rain only 
appeared on the day we were leaving. Thank 
you to all the children for helping to make this 
trip so enjoyable and to all the staff for their 
help.  A very good time was had by all!
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Year 7 Trip to the Rhineland
On Monday 24th June 2013, 49 Year 7 German 
pupils travelled to Cologne in Germany, 
accompanied by two Sixth Form students, 
Ciara Lawrence and Lillian Anyadi and 
five members of staff. Pupils and staff were 
divided into 5 teams; Dortmund (blue), 
Munich (yellow), Berlin (red), Stuttgart 
(purple) and Frankfurt (green).

We left school at 6am and travelled by coach 
via the Eurotunnel to Cologne, arriving at 
5pm local time at the youth hostel, which was 
located right next to the river Rhine. Once we 
found our rooms, we went to the canteen to 
eat our first buffet dinner. After sitting on the 
coach all day long, we had lots of energy to 
burn off, so after dinner we had a team sports 
session on the open grass next to the hostel. It 
was the first chance for the teams to earn some 
real points, so the team leaders were eager to 
get their members warmed up and ready for 
competition, despite the dark clouds hovering 
above! Events included sack races and running 

races but unfortunately the rain got the better of 
us and we had to go in. 

On Tuesday, we had our first breakfast buffet, 
and made our packed lunches for the day. 
We were grateful for the dry weather as we 
made our way along the beautiful River Rhine 
from the youth hostel to Cologne Cathedral – 
the perfect way to start our day. Fortunately 
we got there just in time before the heavens 
opened! We managed to find cover while the 
groups took turns to complete a quiz inside 
the cathedral and to climb up the tower to see 
the views over Cologne. After lunch, we had 
some shopping time in Cologne, before we 
took a ride on the mini-train from the cathedral 
through the old town to the Chocolate Museum 
and the Sport and Olympic Museum. After the 
museums, the coach came to pick us up and 
drove us back to the youth hostel, where we 
had dinner. We then took a short coach ride to 
the swimming pool, where we all had great fun 
going down the water slide. After another long 
and active day, no one had any problems falling 
sound asleep.

On Wednesday we had an early breakfast for 
an early departure to Boppard, where we all 
went on the chair lift. It was lovely and peaceful 
as we went up the side of the valley and took 
in the magnificent views over the River Rhine. 
Afterwards, we had a quick lunch on the river 
side before we went on a river boat cruise along 
the Rhine to St Goarshausen. The coach took us 
to Marksburg Castle where we had a guided tour 
in English. We learnt how people used to live and 
even saw a torture chamber! When we returned 
to the youth hostel, despite the very long day, Ian 
the coach driver, Mr Riccio (a former RE teacher 
now based in Cologne), Mr Tiebosch and Mr 
Barley cooked us all a fantastic barbecue, while 
the rest of us did the team quiz. 

Thursday was the day everyone had been 
waiting for, a whole day in Phantasialand! The 
day ended with the annual “JHN’s Got Talent” 
show, presented by Ciara and Lillian. There were 
lots of great performances, including singing, 
drama, dancing etc. The evening included an 
awards ceremony with prizes and certificates, as 
well as the announcement of the overall winning 
team – Frankfurt!

Friday was sadly our last day in Germany. We 
left the youth hostel at 9.45am and headed 
towards Aachen, where we visited the cathedral 
and had lunch. After visiting the cathedral, we 
had some time to go shopping and spend our 
leftover Euros on souvenirs. We made such good 
time on the journey that we even had time to 
stop off at the chocolate factory in Belgium on the 
way to the Eurotunnel. We even managed to get 
an earlier train so we were all delighted to return 
to school earlier than expected after a very long, 
but excellent journey.

All that is left to say, is a massive thank you to all 
of the staff, students and pupils for making this 
trip such a great success. A thank you to the staff 
and students for their amazing hard work and 
commitment, and a thank you to the pupils for 
their excellent behaviour, attitude and good spirit 
throughout the week. It made the trip extremely 
rewarding and memorable for all!
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The next day, we went to the nearby historic 
city of Verona. We spent the morning visiting 
the famous Roman amphitheatre and Juliet’s 
supposed balcony from Shakespeare’s play. 
Pupils enjoyed a spot of shopping and lunch 
before moving on to the Parco Natura Viva, a 
safari and zoological park near to the hotel. We 
enjoyed observing the different animals and 
the pupils learnt some new animal names in 
Italian as well as some surprising facts about 
various species. 

The following day was spent visiting the 
nearby, stunning old town of Sirmione with 
the famous Rocca Scaligera castle on a long 
peninsula which stretches out into the southern 
side of the lake. Pupils were able to apply their 
knowledge of history to their tour of the castle, 
identifying various features and explaining 
their existence. After a little more shopping 
and more ice cream in many cases, the group 
went on a boat trip across the lake to the town 
of Garda before heading back to the hotel for 
swimming in the pool and dinner.

Wednesday was our last full day in Italy and 
this was many of the pupils’ favourite day. 
We went to the biggest and most famous 
theme park in Italy, Gardaland, and much 

fun was had by all. One of our pupils even 
managed to win an enormous cuddly fish on 
one of the park games! Wednesday evening 
was particularly special as pupils had the 
opportunity to leave the hotel and go to a 
beautiful, lakeside restaurant in the town of 
Peschiera del Garda. Pupils had a three-course 
meal al fresco with a typical Italian antipasto 
of cold meats, bread and olives followed by a 
choice of five authentic, home-made pizzas and 
panna cotta for dessert. The meal was delicious 
and greatly appreciated by staff and pupils 
alike.

Throughout the trip, pupils took part in group 
competitions. Pupils were awarded points 
for their group based on their behaviour, 
helpfulness, Italian language effort and skills 
as well as a big cross-curricular quiz. Miss 
McAlonan’s group, Firenze, won the overall 
competition. She was delighted and promised 
that they had no special help! Many pupils 
were awarded individual prizes for various 
things that happened on the trip. Indeed, all 
the pupils should be commended for their 
fantastic enthusiasm and very impressive 
attitude.

Lake Garda Trip 2013
Year 7 Italian trip to Lake Garda in June 2013. 

We set off from school around midday on 
Saturday 22nd June and began the long journey 
to the north of Italy via coach and ferry. The 
journey took around 24 hours, but the pupils were 
great and managed to get some sleep at least! We 
arrived at midday on a scorching, hot Sunday to 
a hotel complete with pool, disco and basketball 
courts. After a hot and very abundant lunch, we 
made our way into the lakeside town of Bardolino 
where the pupils had their first taste of delicious 
Italian ice cream and went for a paddle in the 
lake. After dinner and a game of football, the 
pupils (and staff) were all very glad to get to their 
beds.
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Duke of Edinburgh
Once again The Duke of Edinburgh Award 
drew a lot of attention, with over 50 Year 10s 
achieving Bronze and 15 achieving Silver this 
year. Pupils have four areas of the award to 
complete, volunteering, skills, physical and 
finally a walking expedition. All of the pupils 
and students completing the award worked 
extremely hard  and found it very rewarding. 

Jonathan Brilus in Year 12 completed his Silver 
expedition along with 14 other Year 11 and 
12 students. On two weekends in June and 
July the students walked over 120 kilometres 
in Thetford Forest and the New Forest in 
challenging heat and with numerous blisters. 

Jonathan said ‘Once again the weather was at its 
best giving us a new set of challenges. There were a 
few stand out memories, particularly the 1.5k long 
bog; many of the participants ended up knee deep in 
it.  Overall everyone who undertook the challenge 
enjoyed the experience.’

After four days recovering at school, the group 
travelled to the New Forest to complete their 
assessment. There was blood, sweat and tears 
but by Sunday afternoon they were extremely 
happy at the finish line. The group were a real 
credit to themselves and the school, receiving 
lovely comments from campers and other 
walkers. 

JULY 2013
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National Spelling Bee 
Success 

John Henry Newman pupil comes Second 
in The National Final of the Spelling Bee 
Competition.
Ruairi Phelan from The John Henry Newman 
Catholic School won the Regional Final in 
March and went to Anglia Ruskin University in 
Cambridge to compete in the National Final of 
the Spelling Bee on Friday 5th July. 

The level of competition was extremely high 
and we were very pleased when Ruairi was 
awarded second place in the National Final 
for the Spanish Spelling Bee. This was a great 
achievement and a deserving reward for his 

hard work and determination to succeed. The 
John Henry Newman Community is very proud 
of his achievement.  

It was an event buzzing with excitement . The 
audience was packed with teachers, parents and 
pupils who came to offer support. The prizes 
were presented by the  Mayor of Cambridge, 
Councillor Paul Saunders, Angeliki Petrits of 
the European Commission  and the actor Larry 
Lamb. 

The competition helps to raise language 
standards and gives pupils a great foundation 
of vocabulary knowledge while they are in Year 
7. Studies have shown that being able to speak 
a foreign language has many other benefits, 
including improving memory, multitasking and 
decision making skills. 

Travel and Tourism 
Whipsnade Trip
As part of their two year Travel and Tourism 
BTEC course, pupils undertake a unit entitled 
‘Preparing for employment in the Travel and 
Tourism sector’. 

During a busy day at Whipsnade they took part 
in an education session that gave an insight into 
some of the more unusual job opportunities at 
zoos.  This included examining x-rays of injured 
birds in order to explain a mystery illness.  The 
group also had a good chance to look around, 
the highlight of which was seeing the majestic 
Asian elephants going for their afternoon walk 
around the zoo.

‘Before I came to The John Henry Newman 
Catholic School, I had never spoken Spanish 
but found that I picked it up quite quickly...
When we had a class competition, I found 
that I had a natural aptitude for spelling in 
Spanish. On one Friday in March, three of us 
were taken by Senora Callington to compete 
in the regional stage. Eventually I won and 
everyone congratulated me. 

When the day of the National Final arrived, 

I almost wanted to go out at the first stage to 
relieve myself of the pressure. However, when 
I made it to the final round, I really tried to 
do my best. I tied for first place and had to do 
it again rather than go into sudden-death. I 
eventually lost by one word and was awarded 
with second place. To next year’s competitors, 
I recommend for them to just block out all 
other noises and focus on the words.’ 

Ruairí Phelan, Year 7
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25th Anniversary 
Community Jubilee Mass

Sixth Form Induction

After all the GCSE exams had finished we 
welcomed over 300 Year 11 students into the 
school to give them a taste of what its like to 
be a sixth former at The John Henry Newman 
Catholic School.

All students had an opportunity to experience 
taster lessons in the subjects offered at A level 
and BTEC. This allows them to make their 
choice of subjects thoroughly informed.

On Tuesday everybody joined in team building 
activities. Students had to work together 

to move across the hall, solve puzzles and 
construct models. It was a great way for all the 
prospective sixth formers from John Henry 
Newman and from a wide range of other 
schools to get to know each other. 

The main part of the induction course 
culminated in a barbeque ‘expertly’ cooked by 
the Head Boy/Girl team.

On Thursday, over 150 students trained to be 
Year 7 mentors, a number growing every year. 
The training involves giving the students all the 
skills required to be a mentor to the younger 
pupils.
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Sports Day 2013
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KiCA Trip to Uganda
2013 saw the first ever KiCA trip to Uganda! 
KiCA (KISS Community Adventure) is an 
initiative from the KISS Trustees aimed at 
providing the opportunity for more young 
people to visit the KISS communities. 
By doing this, it is hoped that the young people 
will gain invaluable life experience and return 
to the UK to take the story of KISS with them 
into their universities and places of work. 
 
The three week trip comprised of three main 
phases: a community phase, in which the 
young people helped to build three houses for 

vulnerable KISS families as well as attending a 
large youth camp; a conservation phase, which 
took in Murchison Falls National Park, a Rhino 
Sanctuary and Chimpanzee Tracking; and a 
relaxation phase which saw the group white 
water rafting down the River Nile! 

The twenty Year 13s  returned home in August 
inspired by the things they had seen and the 
people they had met – and determined to 
continue to make a difference as they head off 
for the next stage of their own adventures.
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Exam Results 2013
GCSE RESULTS

93% of pupils achieved 5 high grade (A* to C) GCSE passes (71% including English and Maths).

31% of all grades were achieved at A* or A grades and the proportion of pupils achieving 8 or 
more high grade passes was 76%.

The following pupils were awarded A* or A grades for at least 10 of their GCSE courses:

Alexander Arnull 12 Joseph Kennedy 11 William Rayment 10
Gabriel Beecroft 10 Meriam Kirollos 10 Lucy Reynolds 12
Michael Blanchfield 11 Janie Latchford 11 William Roberts 11
Charlie Carthy 11 Cameron Macinnes 10 Callum Ryan 13
Tandra Clayden 12 Benjamin Magnus 11 Jessica Scott 13
Andrew Davies 11 Elena Mai 10 Hollie Thornton 12
Frances Ebro 12 Tara Mcelduff 12 Tiffany Venter 12
Caitlin Fletcher 12 Cathryn Michaels 12 Janina Wait 13
Alice Forde 11 Eliza Morris 10 Dominic Winch 11
Anna Hurley 10 Vincent Moulton 10
Rosie Jones 10 Imogen Noble 10
Eleanor Jordan 12 Joseph Phelan 10

GCSE 2011 2012 2013 Average for 
last 3 years

Number of pupils who gained 5 
or more subjects grade A*-C
Percentage of Year Group

191 
 

91%

185 
 

87%

204

93%

193

90%
Percentage of grades awarded at 
A*-A 42% 40% 31% 38%

Percentage of Year Group with 
5 GCSEs grades A*-C, including 
Maths and English

77% 62% 71% 70%

Number of pupils who gained 8 
or more subjects grades A*-C 
Percentage of Year Group

152 
 

 73%

150 
 

71%

169 
 

76%

157 
 

73%

A Level and BTEC Higher National Awards
220 students entered for A Levels. 98.8% pass rate, with over 57% of grades being awarded at the 
highest levels (A* - B). The following students achieved at least 3 grade A*,  A or B passes at A2 level:

Farzana Ali A*AB Abbie Graham AAB Gabriella Orlandi A*A*B
Zoe Ambrozewska AAB Rachael Hanson AABB Liana Osborne A*A*A*A*

Kate Anderson A*AAA Juliet Hawksley AAAB Ailish Paterson A*A*A*
Dominic Ascroft A*AB Katherine Heath A*A*B Jack Phillips ABB
Fahd Aslam BBB Charlie Hopkins A*A*A* Ellie Powell A*A*AB
Daniel Barcroft A*A*B Rufaro Hurune A*A*A Aislinn Reid A*AB
James Barr A*AA Desmond Huthwaite A*A*A Romaine Roach BBB
Robert Berezowy A*A*A Elizabeth Jack AAB James Roberts ABB

Lauren-Emma Blake A*AA Pippa Jancey AAB Steven Robinson A*A*A*

Natasha Bondu ABB Kathleen Jarvis A*AA Willeke Roden ABB
Harry Buhagiar A*AB Eliza Jenkins AAB Robert Sample AAA
Jasmine Buttle A*A*AA Shrawan Joseph BBB Paula Santos ABB

Bethany Byron-Grange A*A*AB Kamila Korzekwa A*AB Pooja Sharma A*AAA
Bethany Carey AAB Chloe Lee AAAB William Sheppard A*AB
Claire Carrick A*AA Virginia Maniscalco AAA Danny Simpson A*A*A*A*
Bea Dandan BBB Olivia Manning AAB Jessica Sims AAB
Peter De’ath AAA Louis Marcantonio AAA Halina Timms A*A*A
Alexander Dunbar BBB Ruth Matthews A*AA Miguel Trenkel-Lopez A*AA
Emily Elmore AAB Octavia Mcgill A*A*A Melissa Tucker ABB
Joseph Forde AAA Sophie Milligan ABB Jiayi Wang AAB
Cameron Fox AAA Zoe Mohan BBB Joseph Weaver AAB
Nicole Frost ABB Nicholas Munford A*AA Mohamed Ziyavudeen A*BB
Charlotte Gladwyn BBB Samantha Ndhlovu BBB

Nicole Golton ABB Evie Newby AAA

GCE A-Level 2011 2012 2013 Average for 
last 3 years

Number of students entering 
A-levels 165 192 220 192

A-level pass rate
99.2% 99.6% 98.8% 99.2%

Percentage of grades awarded at 
A*-A 36% 38% 35% 36%

Number of students to 
university 134 139 142 138
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