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Welcome to this edition of 
The Chronicle

Every year when I receive the first draft of The 
Chronicle, I am amazed to think how quickly 
time has passed and how much has been 
achieved.  

The Chronicle is a wonderful record of our 
school year and gives a real sense of the 
spiritual, academic, sporting and the hectic 
place that our school is.  From the Year 7 
Enrolment Services, which have been moved 
to the Sports Hall for a number of years due to 
the large number of parents and families who 
wish to attend, to the Year 11 and Year 13 Proms 
which mark a significant point in the journey 
our pupils and students journey have through 
the school.

There were a number of significant changes 
during 2015-2016 for our school.  The 
Remembrance Services, that take place on the 
11th November each year, have become much 
bigger events.  These are supported by the 
Cadets attending our school and a number 
of their Officers. This year we also had some 
parents who are serving in the forces attend this 
very special and moving occasion.  It has also 
given us an opportunity to consolidate links 
with our past, and members of the St Michael’s 
Old Boys, were represented at the service, as 
were St. Angela’s Old Girls.

2015-2016 also marked an usually good year 
for visitors to our school, both expected and 
unexpected!  The air ambulance service, which 
has used our school for many years, created 
worldwide interest in our school when Prince 
William arrived as a pilot for the service.  The 
story is well known now, but who could have 
expected that a pilot having lunch with our 
children would make news around the world.  
Within an hour of the Prince leaving we had 
received calls from former pupils and students 
from as far away as Australia!

GCSE Results Day, 2016

A Level Results Day. 2016

A Level Results Day. 2016
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Our local MP, Stephen McPartland visited 
the school to meet the Design Technology 
department and the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Stevenage have also visited the school.  One 
of our former students, Ashley Young, the 
England and Manchester United player, was 
our guest of honour at the newly revamped 
JHNA Summer BBQ, which was a great success.  
Ashley gave a great deal of his time, signing 
autographs and having his photo taken with 
the children.  It made for a very special day for 
many of our football supporting children.

Two other notable events covered in this year’s 
Chronicle are the Good Samaritan Mass at 
Westminster and the opening of the Pavilion.  
Cardinal Vincent Nichols contacted the school 
and asked if our musicians and choir would be 
able to provide the music for the Westminster 
event.  In the previous year our musicians and 
choir had provided the music for the Diocesan 
Pilgrimage to Walsingham and received 
excellent reviews.  The Cardinal was very 
impressed by our children and thanked them 
for their contribution to the Mass.

The major event of 2015-2016 was undoubtedly 
the opening of the Pavilion.  This was the 
biggest project for our school in the last twenty 
years.  The building project, costed at four 
million pounds, was partly funded by the DfE.  
They provided 2.95 million pounds towards 
the cost of the building which has made a 
significant difference to the experience for our 
pupils and students.  The project was just over 
two years in the planning and building and it 
was only when one of the feeder primary school 
heads commented, “You could fit my whole 
school in this building” that the true scale of the 
project was put into context.

As a result of these wonderful new facilities for 
Music, Drama and Physical Education, we have 
been able to develop a new Sixth Form Centre 
for our students.  This new centre has given 
them much better and larger study facilities 
and our students have commented upon how 

wonderful this is.  Our school continues to 
improve and move forward, always with our 
children as the focus of our efforts.
For all of the points I have covered here, there 
is still so much more to see inside this edition 
of The Chronicle, including Kiss events, The 
Christmas Concert, Jesus Christ Superstar, 
Enrichment Week’s ‘Strength in Numbers’and 
‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ to name just a 
few.

Thank you for the continued support, prayers 
and faith that you have and continue to place in 
your school.  Our parents and our families are 
the bedrock upon which this community is built 
and I thank God for you all every day.
God Bless

God Bless

Mr C Mathew
Headteacher
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Year 7 Enrolment Services
In September we welcomed our new Year 7 pupils.  Their Enrolment Evenings remain 
one of the highlights of the school calendar.  

SEPTEMBER 2015
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Biology A2 Field Trip 
Dale Fort in Milford 
Haven
The trip is undertaken by those A2 
students who take the full A level in 
Biology. On the trip the students have a 
wonderful opportunity to supplement their 
A2 learning with actual field experience. 
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OCTOBER 2015

Year 7 Friendship Days
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John Henry Newman  
Feast Day 2015
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Modern  
Languages

Trip to 
Paris



Modern languages trip to 
Paris, Years 9 and 10 
In October we took 23 Year 9 and 10 pupils to 
Paris and it was a great success. 

We travelled by Eurotunnel and arrived 
earlier than planned on the Tuesday so we 
were able to take the pupils to the famous 
and beautiful Père Lachaise cemetery where 
many famous French cultural icons are 
buried, including Edith Piaf and Molière. We 
searched high and low for Oscar Wilde but to 
no avail (unfortunately there were no maps 
available). Nevertheless the pupils enjoyed 
walking around and looking at the dates 
and human stories behind the tombstones.  
On Wednesday we took in the Eiffel Tower, 
climbing to the second floor, a river cruise 
along the Seine and a walk down the famous 
Champs Elysées. The pupils enjoyed some 
free time and shopping while Mrs Dion-
Fehily used her impressive haggling skills 
to get us a deal for dinner; 10€ including a 
drink! Travelling back to our hotel around 
8pm, we were able to soak up the magic of 
Paris by night, admiring Notre Dame and 
the famous Pont Neuf  (Paris’ oldest bridge). 
The Wednesday saw us take on the Louvre; 
no mean feat with 23 teenagers! Mr Losty 
had been doing his research and informed us 

that if you wanted to see everything in the 
museum and stopped at each exhibit for 30 
seconds, it would take you 100 years. Needless 
to say we didn’t attempt this but the pupils 
were keen to take selfies by the Mona Lisa 
despite some being underwhelmed by its size. 
After a baguette lunch we went to Montmartre 
and the Sacré Coeur one of my favourite 
areas of Paris. The pupils had taken haggling 
lessons from Mrs Dion-Fehily and got the 
price of the caricatures down to a sensible 
10/15€.  

Our budget limited our choice of French food 
in the evenings (yes we did visit McDonald’s 
on the first night), but the hotel breakfast 
and our baguette lunches ensured their diet 
was more French than British! It was a very 
successful trip and the pupils did us proud; 
they behaved impeccably with good humour 
and were interested in the city and its many 
beautiful sights. When the coach broke down 
on our journey home, this only added to the 
adventure for them and they arrived back at 
school at 10 30 pm full of smiles. The success 
of the trip wouldn’t have been possible 
without the help of Mrs Irving, Mrs Dion-
Fehily and Mr Losty; a huge “merci” from me.

Miss Downing

PAR I S 2015



Year 8 Zoolab Visit
In October 2015 Zoolab visited JHN 
with a selection of rainforest creatures to 
support the study of ecosystems in Year 8 
Geography. 

Every pupil joined a one hour workshop 
in which expert Rangers discussed the 
adaptations of snakes, spiders, frogs and 
cockroaches while they showed them 
to the class.  As part of this fantastic 
experience pupils had the chance to hold, 
touch or just have a really good look 
at these animals that they would never 
normally come into such close contact 
with. 
 
 



Year 9 Trip to Lee Valley 
Park and Farm
In early October Year 9 visited Holyfield 
Hall Farm, part of the Lee Valley Park in 
Essex. 

During a busy day they spent time 
orienteering in the beautiful parkland and 
enjoying a guided tour of a working dairy 
farm.  This important experience supports 
the study of Agriculture and enables 
pupils to brush up on their map skills. 

Year 7 Fun Run 
In October, Year 7 pupils and Sixth Form students took part in a Fun Run and raised 
£2,659.46 for the KISS charity in Uganda. 
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Remembrance Service 2015
In November, the school held a special memorial service for Remembrance day.

NOVEMBER 2015
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Year 9 Buckden Towers
In November, pupils from Year 9 visited 
Buckden Towers. 

Year 9 spent the day at Buckden Towers 
reflecting on choices, specifically in relation 
to relationships.  The pupils recognised and 
understood that each and every one of them 
has been made in the image and likeness of 
God, and as such should value their own 
worth, and the worth of others, as a special 
gift to be treasured and cherished.

The varied workshop sessions provided the 
opportunity for pupils to consider the way 
in which they make decisions, the influences 
they may be under and where they can 
access guidance and support.

They reflected upon a PSHCE session when 
drama group Ten Ten visited the school 
and engaged in activities developed by Ten 
Ten, building on the performances they had 
watched.

The pupils enjoyed the day discussing social 
issues with their friends but also having 

conversations with people they may not 
necessarily talk to in school. Watching media 
clips too made it a relaxing but informative 
day. 

Many commented that the day had made 
them think about the impact their decisions 
can make in the future and as you get older 
decisions become harder.

Some of the comments that were made by 
our Year 9 Pupils:

“Talking about decisions openly was helpful and 
I now have an understanding that the choices we 
make are important.”

“I understood how the issues we discussed 
linked directly to my beliefs which influenced my 
decision making.”

“I have recognised that God’s love is unmatched 
by any other love.”

“I could see how you can use your faith to make 
good decisions, using Scripture and God as your 
guide.”
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Year 13 Geography World Cities Field Trip 
In November Year 13 Geography students visited London to support their studies.  

The day started with a fascinating guided talk about the regeneration scheme around Kings 
Cross, a multi-million pound project to rejuvenate a once run down area.  The group then 
spent time at the London Transport Museum and Canary Wharf.  The main focus of the visit 
was to explore and appreciate the ever changing environment of an influential World City.

Trip to Berlin
Just before Christmas, Year 9 and 10 pupils visited the city of Berlin.  

The trip to Berlin was an amazing opportunity to speak the language, experience the culture and 
spend time with friends. Every day was action packed with lots of exciting things to do.  We started 
our visit to Berlin with a walking tour around famous sites like the Brandenburg Gate, the Reichstag 
and the memorial to the Jews. We ate traditional German food and visited incredible places like the 
Olympic Stadium and Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp.  In the evening we visited the Christmas 
markets, had an audio tour at the Reichstag and even went to see the hit musical ”Hinter dem 
Horizont” which helped us to understand what life must have been like living in a divided Berlin.  
We managed to pack an awful lot into our three day trip and there was something new to discover 
around every corner.  We really expanded our knowledge of the German language and  culture on this 
trip. If you love German and are considering taking it for GCSE, this trip is a must! 

Eleanor Manning, Year 9 
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Spanish Exchange 
Our annual Spanish Exchange trip for Year 9 and 10 
pupils.  The pupils benefited from using their Spanish in 
real life situations and thoroughly enjoyed their time in 
Spain! 
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Generation NeXt, Roche 
Welwyn Garden City 
A group of Year 12 Biology students spent 
the day at Roche Pharmaceuticals in 
Welwyn Garden City taking part in their 
GeneratioNext Science Fair.
The event was opened by Lord Professor 
Robert Winston who talked about his career 
in Science and how important it was for 
young people to be educated about Science 
and to undertake careers in scientific fields.  
This was followed by workshops about 
various areas that Roche works in such as 
DNA technology and cancer diagnosis.  A 
workshop and discussion about advances in 
genetics and DNA technology was hosted 
by the Science broadcaster Vivienne Parry. 
Students were asked to think about the 
ethical issues surrounding the use of DNA 
for diagnosis and whether there should be  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

strict limitations about the use of genetic 
information in the future. 

The day ended with a talk about advances in 
cancer treatment by Professor Peter Schmidt 
from Barts Cancer Institute, and was 
rounded off with a team quiz.  

The students all thoroughly enjoyed the day 
and left feeling much more knowledgeable 
about the work done by the world’s largest 
biotechnology company.   

Robotics Competition 
The JHN Robotics Team consisting of 
students from year 7, 8, 10, 11 and Sixth 
Form spent three months preparing for 
the competition. 
The team met every week for an hour to 
design, build and programme their robot 
to perform on the competition mat. They 
also prepared a research project which 
they presented at the competition.

DECEMBER 2015
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Christmas Concert 

     2015
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Gym & Dance 2015
This year’s Gym and Dance display was 
well attended and presented the best 
choreography and dance talent at JHN.



Christmas Shoebox Hamper Appeal 2015



Advent Services 
The Advent services 
before Christmas helped 
pupils, students and 
staff reflect upon and to 
introduce the Holy Year of 
Mercy. 
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Head Girl, Head Boy 
Trip to Uganda
Over Christmas 2015 the Head 
Boy, Head Girl team travelled to 
Uganda, accompanied by Miss 
Hewitson and Mr Barry, to visit the 
KISS communities in Hoima and 
Kasambya. 
 



Computer Engineering 
Workshop
In December, Dr. Phil Clarke from dSpace 
Engineering came to give an exciting 
workshop to the JHN Robotics Club. 
The workshop showed students how a robot 
could be created from old printer parts. 
dSpace Engineering Cambridge are one 
of the sponsors of the Robotics Club and 
donated a lego Robot to the club. 
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Rugby Trip 
Pupils from Years 7 and 8 were invited to 
watch the England Rugby Team train at 
Twickenham as a reward for their dedication 
to rugby and good conduct around the 
school. 
Students watched the Senior England Squad 
train on the Twickenham pitch gaining an 
insight into the world of elite sport. Students 
were then able to visit the stadium shop 
and explore the World of Rugby Museum, 
a highlight being the interactive parts of the 
exhibition.  

Staff Pantomime 
Each year members of staff take part in the JHN Staff Panto, this time it was Aladdin. All 
monies raised go towards the year’s fundraising total for KISS. 

JANUARY 2016
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A visit from HRH Prince 
William
In January everyone was surprised and 
delighted when HRH Prince WIlliam 
dropped into the school and had lunch 
with pupils and students while working 
for the air ambulance service. 

Following the visit, pupils and Mr Mathew 
were interviewed for the BBC News. 

Ski Trip 
In the February half term 82 pupils and staff went on the Ski trip to St. Johann in Austria.

FEBRUARY 2016





KISS WEEK 2016 
In February, KISS WEEK returned, 

the creative collaborative efforts 
of the Head Girl, Head Boy Team, 

pupils, students, teachers and 
parents this year helped to raise a 

staggering £38,000



Design Technology trip to 
Cranfield University
A group of pupils from Year 7 visited 
Cranfield University. They worked with 
the Design Engineers to design and make a 
watch. 

Pupils learnt that a watch has over 70 
components. Using a CNC lathe they turned 
a chamfer onto the casing. A diamond tool 
cutter left a perfect finish. The lathe span 
at 2000 rpm, twice as fast as a washing 
machine. The pupils finalised designs using 
the computer and selected an aluminium 
casing which was anodised to create different 
colours. Marina, who was studying Biofuel 
Engineering, showed the pupils how to print 
the watch face using a UV printer. The faces 
were 3D printed.
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Spanish Exchange Visit to  
the UK 

 
 

In February Spanish Exchange students 
reunited with our exchange pupils when they 
visited the school.

Mars Visit to JHN Robotics 
Club
Over the past two years, a team of Year 12 
students worked with AirBus to programme a 
Mars Rover Robot. James Ryan came to speak 
to the Robotics Club about the Mars Rover 
and to explain more about the programme 
with AirBus. 
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Geography Field Trip to 
Snowdonia
In March 2016 AS Geographers travelled 
to Snowdonia in North Wales to undertake 
fieldwork required for their exams. 

After settling into the centre at Betws-y-Coed 
they started work on a series of hydrological 
experiments that helped to lay a foundation 
for the week ahead.  During the rest of the 
highly educational visit, the group completed 
work to support their studies of flooding, 
glaciation and energy.  In addition they spent 
a day measuring how the characteristics of a 
river change downstream.

MARCH 2016





JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR



JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR



Year 10 Geography Trip  
to Norfolk
Year 10 Geography pupils went on either 
an overnight trip, or day trip, to the North 
Norfolk coast.  

Whilst there they collected data that will 
be used in their controlled assessment 
write up which will contribute 25% to their 
overall GCSE grade.  The group worked 
mainly at Sheringham and took a variety 
of measurements including the angle of the 
beach and analysis of sediment size and 
shape.

MAY 2016

Year 8, 10 and 12 Rotary Technology Tournament
Students and pupils from JHN took part in the Rotary Technology Tournament 
2016 competing with other schools to design and make a working drawbridge. Our 
advanced Key Stage 5 Team received an award for their work.
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MP visits Design 
Technology
On Friday 13th May Stevenage MP 
Stephen McPartland visited the Design 
Technology department as pupils and 
students prepared for exams.  

Stephen had a tour of the department 
where he looked at practical work 
across all key stages. He spent time 
talking with pupils and students about 
their coursework. Design Technology is 
currently facing challenges as it struggles 
to stand out as a modern 21st century 
subject which is relevant to employees 
today. With most industries using 
computers to design and manufacture 
it is important that Design Technology 
prepares pupils with the necessary skills 
needed to succeed. With manufacturing 
making up 29% of the British economy 
and the furniture industry making up 
50%, it is important we are producing the 
next generation of designers. 

Stephen was impressed by the quality 
of the work and could see how 
innovation and design was used to create 
innovative and quality made products. 
He concluded his visit with a slice of 
courgette cake and a cup of tea with the 
staff in the department. 
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Year 13 Leavers’ Dinner and Dance





Duke of Edinburgh Award

Funke Abimbola’s talk to 
Sixth Form
On 11th May Funke Abimbola FRSA gave 
an inspiring presentation to the Sixth Form. 

Funke is General Counsel & Company 
Secretary for Roche. She is a solicitor leading 
the legal team for Roche’s pharmaceutical 
operations in the UK, Ireland, Gibraltar and 
Malta. She is also Data Privacy Officer for the 
UK and UK Corporate Compliance Officer. 
She is also a public speaker and diversity 
campaigner, and has won several awards 
including the Positive Role Model (Gender) 
award at the National Diversity Awards in  
2015. 
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Year 5 Primary School Visits
We welcomed groups of Year 5 pupils from 
our main feeder schools to experience life at 
The John Henry Newman Catholic School.  
Their enthusiasm shone through and we look 
forward to welcoming many of them into Year 7 
in September 2017.

JUNE 2016

Year 8 Church Visits
As part of our Year 8 Religious Education 
Curriculum we arranged for all pupils to visit 
our local Christian churches in Stevenage Old 
Town.

On Monday pupils visited the Bunyan Baptist 
Church and the Holy Trinity Church. The 
pupils were presented with information about 
the features and main beliefs of each Church. 
Andrew Ginn, the Baptist Senior Minister who 
has been in youth work roles within other 
Baptist Churches, led the talk and allowed the 

pupils to enter the baptismal pool. Pupils 
were able to  identify differences between the 
Baptist Church and the Catholic Church. 

Reverend Vincent Oram and members of the 
Holy Trinity congregation led group talks 
identifying main beliefs and features of the 
Holy Trinity Church i.e. pulpit, baptismal 
font, altar. Pupils could use their experiences 
to compare the differences between these 
Christian denominations.

On Wednesday, groups visited Transfiguration 
Of Our Lord Catholic Church and High Street 
Methodist Church. The sessions were as 
interactive as possible; pupils were invited to 
try on vestments used by priests at different 
times in the Catholic liturgical calendar and 
learn about the significance of the colours and 
styles.  During time spent at the Methodist 
Church, a couple of pianists were given an 
opportunity to try out the organ.  These visits 
provided excellent first-hand experience of 
Christian traditions in the UK. We hope it will 
encourage pupils to reflect on what unites 
Christians despite their many differences.

The John Henry Newman School Chronicle The John Henry Newman School Chronicle 45



 
 
On Monday 27th June 2016, 95 Year 7 German 
pupils travelled to Cologne in Germany, 
accompanied by nine staff. 

We left school at 6am and travelled by coach 
via the Ferry to Cologne, arriving at 7pm local 
time at the Youth Hostel, which was located 
right next to the river Rhine. Once we found 
our rooms, we went to the canteen to eat our 
first buffet dinner and then spent the rest of 
the evening battling with duvets. There was 
just enough time for warm showers before 
everyone was ready to fall into bed after a very 
long day.

On Tuesday, we were grateful for the dry 
weather as one half of the group  made their 
way along the beautiful River Rhine from the 
Youth Hostel to Cologne Cathedral  whilst the 
other half of the group went on a Rhine cruise. 
In Cologne we completed a quiz inside the 
Cathedral and climbed the tower to see the 
views over Cologne. We then ate our packed 
lunches in front of the Cathedral. After lunch, 
we had some shopping time in Cologne, 
before taking a ride on the Mini-Train from 
the Cathedral through the old town to the 
Chocolate Museum and the Sport and Olympic 
Museum. Later we took a short coach ride to 
the swimming pool, where we all had great 
fun going down the water slide. After another 
long and active day, no one had any problems 
falling sound asleep. 
 

The trip to Boppard departed early for a ride 
up the side of the valley on a chair lift. It was 
lovely and peaceful as we went up the side of 
the valley and took in the magnificent views 

over the River Rhine. Afterwards, the coach 
dropped us off in the town centre, just a short 
walk to the river. We had a quick lunch on 
the river side before we went on a River Boat 
Cruise along the Rhine to St Goarshausen. 
The coach met us and took us to Marksburg 
Castle where we had a guided tour. We learnt 
how people used to live and we even saw a 
torture chamber! When we returned to the 
Youth Hostel the staff cooked us all a fantastic 
barbecue, while the rest of us did the team 
quiz. All round teamwork from both staff and 
pupils meant that a lovely evening was had 
by all. It was the perfect ending to yet another 
long and eventful day.

Thursday was the day everyone had been 
waiting for! A whole day in Phantasialand! We 
had planned to have a sports day but just as 
we were donning our sports gear, the heavens 
opened. Thankfully, Mr Wright came to the 
rescue as he just happened to have his guitar 
and full set of speakers with him and he was 
able to lead us in the singing in preparation 
for the Community Mass.  The pupils sang 
with gusto and made Mr Wright a very happy 
man!  The evening concluded with an awards 
ceremony with prizes and certificates for those 
memorable events and pupils throughout the 
week.  

Friday was sadly our last day in Germany. 
We left the Youth Hostel at 9.45am and 
headed towards Aachen, where we visited the 
Cathedral and had lunch. After visiting the 
Cathedral, we had some time to go shopping 
and spend our leftover Euros on souvenirs. 
After delays on the Eurotunnel, we finally 
arrived at school at 12.30 after another long 
journey, tired but full of great memories. 

All that is left to say, is a massive thank you 
to all of the staff and pupils for making this 

Year 7 Trip to Germany



Year 7 Trip to France

trip such a great success. A thank you to 
the staff for their amazing hard work and 
commitment, and a thank you to the pupils 
for their attitude and good spirit throughout 
the week. It made the trip extremely 
rewarding and memorable for all.



Once again it was wonderful to see so many 
of you at the show this year. GCSE, AS, A 
Level and BTEC students filled the hall with 
many friends and members of their families to 
celebrate their hard work. It is always so nice 
to welcome back and catch up with so many 
former students who make it back for the 
Private View. 

Exhibition 2016





Westminster Good 
Samaritan Mass

On 21st June pupils from The John 
Henry Newman School attended the 
Good Samaritan Mass at Westminster 
Cathedral.  The mass was presided over by 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of 
Westminster, to celebrate the Year of Mercy. 
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JHNA 10p Challenge

In June, forms took part in the JHNA 10p 
challenge, Pupils brought in 10ps and the 
sports hall became a competiton venue, as 
pupils raced to put the 10ps down in a line 
from one side of the hall to the other.  All 
the 10ps contributed to the JHNA fund 
raising for the school. 

JHNA  
Summer BBQ

The first JHNA Summer BBQ 
event was a big hit, with sports, 
water games, the chance to see 
the pavilion and meet celebrity 

footballer Ashley Young. The BBQ 
and Tea Room were also very 

successful . We can’t wait 
for the next one!
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Enrichment Week 2016
This year Enrichment Week, focused on the 
theme of Strength in Numbers. 

The feast of St. Peter and St. Paul took place 
in the middle of the week and the theme 
of Strength in numbers came from the 
contemplation of how these two important 
figures are represented within the church. The 
idea of working together to spread good news, 
and the fact that we are all different but that 
when we work together we can make such a 
difference, are important messages to convey, 
as it is by doing these things that we make the 
world a better place. It seemed like an excellent 
idea to work on these ideas thoughtfully, 
collaboratively and creatively throughout the 
week.

Exciting activities included real life ‘Hungry 
Hippos’ and pupils and students were able to 
see a Wildcat helicopter close up. 



    
 ENRICHMENT WEEK 2016



Engineering Education 
Scheme - Big Bang Fair
A team of Year 12 students took part in the 
Engineering Education Scheme to work with 
Airbus, their work was showcased in June at 
the Big Bang Fair. 
The Engineering Education Scheme is an 
EDT Programme which links teams of four 
Year 12 students and their teacher with 
local companies to work on real, scientific, 
engineering and technological problems. This 
year’s team worked with engineers from 
Airbus Defense and Space to improve the 
design of a model Mars Rover and test it on 
Martian-like terrain. The students showcased 
their work at the Big Bang Fair Eastern held 
at Newmarket Racecourse one Thursday 30th 
June. They represented the school fantastically 
well and won both the Senior Engineering 
Award and the Student Award. 

Robot Rumble

On 24th June, the JHN Year 8 Engineering Team 
sponsored by MBDA, participated in a robotics 
competition at MBDA against 15 other schools 
and reached 2nd place.  This was one of three 
competitions with the final competition taking 
place in December 2016 at the University of 
Hertfordshire.
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History Battlefields Trip
During Enrichment Week, many Year 9 
pupils went on a trip to learn more about 
the important historical Battlefields from 
the world wars.

Farnborough International Airshow 2016
JULY 2016
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A level trip to the New 
Designers Exhibition
In July A Level students visited the New 
Designers Exhibition in London.

Students were able to see the work produced 
by top universities across the country. This 
was an aspirational trip which defines 
a pathway to the world of design and 
innovation. We were lucky to meet and talk 
with one of our former students who had his 
work in the exhibition.
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Design Technology Trip to the 
Victoria and Albert Museum
Design Technology GCSE Year 10 students visited the V&A 
Museum in South Kensington London. 

Temperatures reached highs of 34 degrees and the sun was 
shining. Pupils visited 20th Century Design and looked at 
furniture and products to inspire their own designs.

The John Henry Newman School Chronicle The John Henry Newman School Chronicle 57



Community Mass and Pavilion Opening 
On 8th July 2016, the new Performing Arts and Sport block was officially opened at JHN. 

Bishop Paul McAleenan officiated at the opening. On the same day our annual Community 
Mass took place with pupils and teachers from our primary feeder schools attending. 

Official Opening of  THE PAVILION

On: Friday 8th July
Arrival: 4pm for 4.30pm service by Bishop McAleenan
Refreshments to follow

RSVP by Friday 17th June to HeadsPA@jhn.herts.sch.uk
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Sports Day 2016
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A Midsummer Night’s Dream
       JHN drama club production

5th - 8th July 2016 in the Pavilion Studios



Sporting Achievements
It has been one of the most successful years 
for the school’s sports teams and individual 
athletes. These are some of the successes we 
have enjoyed:

District Cup finalists for boys football in Years 
7, 8, 9, 10, 11  and senior team. The Year 11 
boys won their District Cup final.

The year 9 boys football team were in the last 
8 out of 600 teams in the School’s National 
Cup.

The senior basketball team finally won the 
District League Cup after finishing runners 
up four times. Our thanks to their coach, Mr 
Coleman. 

District League winners and District 
Tournament winners for girls netball in Year 8 
and Year 7.

Senior girls were runners up in the District 
Netball tournament.

Our Senior Swimming Girls Team continued 
to beat all other schools in the district. 

Our Year 10 badminton boy’s team came 
third in the finals after becoming district and 
county winners. 

Laura Copping was elected to represent Great 
Britain in swimming at the Catholic Schools 
Games in July.

Jeremiah Donoghue and Kit Kerr will 
represent Team GB in athletics at the Catholic 
Schools Games also.

At the county athletics competition, Anna 
– Marie Uzokwe won gold in the 300m and 
silver in the 200m, she has now been selected 
to represent Herts in the English Schools 
competition in July. Christa Hetherington won 
gold in the hurdles and the 100m, she has also 
been selected. Daniel Streeter came second in 
the 800m, he is waiting to hear if he has been 
selected and Kit Kerr came third in the county 
for both hurdles and long jump; he is a year 
10 pupil competing against year 11 pupils.

In the County Combined Athletics event 
Daniel Streeter, Kit Kerr and Jeremiah 
Donoghue won as a team. Kit has been 
selected to represent Herts at the English 
schools championships in this event.  Christa 
has also been selected for this event.  School 
records that have been held for years have 
been broken this year by these athletes, 
including Daniel Streeter - 800m (1.58 mins) 
and 1500m (4min 19 secs) and Kit Kerr long 
jump (6.03m.)



KiCA Trip  
KiCA (KISS Community 
Adventure) is an initiative 
from the KISS Trustees 
aimed at providing the 
opportunity for more 
young people to visit the 
KISS communities.

KICA 



Exam Results 2016
GCSE RESULTS

74% of pupils have achieved 5 or more high grade GCSE passes (A*-C grades) including English 
and Maths.  29% of all grades achieved were at A* or A grades and the proportion of pupils 
achieving 8 or more high grade passes was 63%. English A*-C was 90%, Maths A*-C was 78%.  
The percentage achieving Ebacc was 43%.   

The following pupils were awarded A* or A grades for at least 8 of their GCSE courses:

Matthew Arnull 9 Keira Hicks 10 Emily Saunders 8
Alexander Atkin 10 Eleanor Hopcraft 10 Jade Sharma 9
Laura Bird 9 Joseph Kasperowicz 11 Thomas Sharp 9
Cameron Boon 9 Madeleine Letowska 10 Bethan Simpson 8
Rebecca Bossley 8 Ciaran Leung 10 Julia Spencer 10
Meghan Capper 9 Theodore Long 10 Olatunde Talabi 10
Eve Clarke 11 James Martin 8 Lili Timms 9
Toby Davies 9 Patrick Michaels 8 Anna-Marie Uzokwe 10
Clare De'Ath 10 Emily Noon 9 Beth Ward 8
Achu Dhangar 9 Daniel O'Mahony 10 Liam Weaver 10
Lucy Dilworth 9 Joseph Reynolds 8

Catherine Dorey 9 Thomas Ronayne 8
Isabel Gallagher 10 Allen Saju 8
Miret Habib 8 Rebecca Sandiford 8

GCSE 2014 2015 2016 Average for 
last 3 years

Number of pupils who gained 5 
or more subjects grade A*-C
Percentage of Year Group

194 
 

86%

193

87%

170 
 

78%

186

84%

Percentage of grades awarded at 
A*-A 30% 36% 29% 32%

Percentage of pupils who gained 
an A*- C in Maths 88% 86% 78% 84%

Percentage of pupils who gained 
an A* - C in English 84% 90% 90% 88%
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A Level and BTEC Diploma/Subsidiary Diploma
Our Year 13 students achieved the highest level of success the school has enjoyed to date, with a 98% 
pass rate. 52% of grades awarded at A Level were at the highest level (A* to B) and 63% of those on a 
BTEC course achieved a Distinction * or Distinction.

The following students achieved passes with grades of A,A,B or higher (or BTEC equivalent). 

Antonio Aitoro AAA Ellen Green BB D* D* Anne-Marie Simpson AAB

Shona Allen A*A*B Lucy Hamilton A*AA Christian Spencer AAA

Cyrill Apelo B D* Dis Evie Hamilton-Mason D* Dis Dis Dis Tom Sprent Dis Dis Merit

Joe Beaumont A*AB Eamon Henderson A*AA Conor Stevens BB D* D*

Josh Betts D*  D* Dis Emily Henderson AAB Jameson Thomas AAB

Thomas Bianchi AAB Clare Jobson AB Dis Dis Georgina Thompson A*AB

Alfie Byron-Grange AAB Sheffin Joseph AAB Katie Thompson B D* D*

Tobi Cahill B D* Dis Michael Latchford A*AB David Trenkel-Lopez AAB

Sophia Chastell A*A*A* Aoife Lawrence AAA Billie Tuck D* Dis Dis

Milena Cofano A*A*A Niamh Lawrence AAB Rhoel Tupaz A*AAB

Joseph Coulson A*A*A* Ross McDonald Dis Dis Dis Merit Robert Younger D* Dis Merit

Leah Dillinger AB D* Adele Murphy D* Dis Dis

Chloe Du Fou A*AA George Packham AAB

Calvin Fadairo B Dis Dis Dan Panopio B Dis Dis

Lacey Farrow D*  D* Dis Matthew Parry D* Dis Dis

Alex Faulkner AAB Angeli Ragasa D* Dis Dis

Alice Forde 
Ciaran Glazebrook

AABB 
Dis Dis Merit

Harry Sherwood  
Partridge

D* Dis Dis

GCE A-Level 2014 2015 2016 Average for 
last 3 years

Number of students on roll in 
Year 13 207 242 210 220

A-level pass rate 100% 99% 98% 99%

Percentage of grades awarded at 
A*-A 33% 22% 20% 25%

Number of students to 
university 141 180 153 158

BTEC only 2014 2015 2016 Average for 
last 3 years

% Distinction* - Distinction 60% 67% 63% 63%

% Distinction* - Merit 87% 87% 89% 88%

(D* = Distinction*,  Dis = Distinction)
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Many of the photographs within this publication  
were taken by our talented pupils and students


