
WHAT IS CATCH-UP FUNDING?
Children and young people across the country 
have experienced unprecedented disruption 
to their education as a result of coronavirus 
(COVID-19). Evidence shows that those from 
the most vulnerable and disadvantaged 
backgrounds will be among those hardest 
hit. We know that we have the professional 
knowledge and expertise in the education 
system to ensure that children and young 
people recover and get back on track over time. 

For most, returning to normal educational 
routines as quickly as possible will be critical 
to our national recovery.  However, the 
government has announced £1 billion of funding 
to support children and young people to catch 
up. This includes a one-off universal £650 
million catch-up premium for the 2020 to 2021 
academic year to ensure that schools have the 
support they need to employ strategies that 
help all pupils make up for lost teaching time, 
where necessary.

Allocation

School allocations will be calculated on a per 
pupil basis, providing each mainstream school 
with a total of £80 for each pupil in reception 
through to 11.

The Saint John Henry Newman Catholic School 
will receive approximately £95,000 for the 
2020/21 academic year.

Accountability and Monitoring

As with all government funding, school leaders 
must be able to account for how this money 
is being used to achieve the goal of schools 
getting back on track and teaching a normal 
curriculum as quickly as possible.

Spend

Schools should use this funding for specific 
activities to support their pupils to catch up for 
lost teaching over the previous months, in line 
with the guidance on curriculum expectations 
for the next academic year. Schools have the 
flexibility to spend their funding in the best way 
for their cohort and circumstances.

At The Saint John Henry Newman Catholic 
School we have carefully considered the areas 
that would most benefit from this additional 
funding. 

The key areas of focus are:
Creativity programme: Update and repackage 
our Creativity programme. Creativity is as 
important as literacy and numeracy. The 
development of creative thinking supports 
pupils in being innovative, able to solve 
problems and find success in all that they do. 
Creativity in our school underpins the learning 
attitudes and values of our whole school 
curriculum vision statement. We would look for 
this to programme to increase pupil’s creative 
thinking leading to hard working, empathetic 
and more resourceful pupils.

The Edge programme: Design of programme 
and purchase of resources to support life skill 
development hampered through isolation 
of lockdown.  The Edge includes a range of 
Enrichment activities, which are known to be 
particularly beneficial in developing children’s 
wider skills and complement what happens 
in the classroom. Activities such as debating, 
volunteering or team sports provide real-life 
situations where students can learn to develop 
relevant skills such as teamwork, responsibility 
and perseverance with the help of teachers. By 
enabling our pupils and students to regularly 
participate in enrichment activities, not just for 
one organised week a year, we can build on this 
opportunity for character development. 
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Well-being provision: It is 
widely known that mental 
health issues in children and 
young people are increasing 
and there is an increasing 
need to focus on well-being 
in schools. In addition to 

this, pupils are returning to school after the 
most recent Covid-19 outbreak and may be 
experiencing a variety of emotions in response 
to this, such as anxiety, stress or low mood. 
This may particularly be the case for vulnerable 
children, including those with a social worker 
and young carers. Most of these feelings are 
normal responses to an abnormal situation and 
some children may require more support than 
others in order to re-adjust to school. A few 
children, and some staff, may be showing signs 
of more severe anxiety or depression and there 
may be more school-refusal as well as parents 
anxious about sending their children into school. 
Resourcing staff time and providing extra 
staffing will enable greater access to support, 
both through education and targeted strategies.  

The increased provision will allow us to ensure 
all students and staff get the support they 
require.

Whole School Literacy Programme - Voice: 
In every aspect of life, pupils and students 
will need to communicate, be that verbally or 
through writing. They also need to be able to 
make inferences and deductions from ‘reading’ 
material and media all around them.  This filters 
down to the art of conversation and judging the 
context to be able to use appropriate language 
and register. Talking to friends would require 
a very different set of rules in comparison to 
a conversation at an interview for example.   
Teaching our students how to ‘read the room’ 
and establish a confident voice in any form of 
communication is imperative to their success. 
From exam answers, to classroom debate to 
even university applications, equipping each 
pupil with this ability will benefit them not only 
in every subject but beyond the classroom too. 
Termly testing of pupils reading age will allow 
us to analyse data to see if there has been an 
improvement in reading ages across the school. 

Year 11 Tutor Sessions: Groups of students to 
receive additional Maths and English lessons 
delivered by MyTutor.  GCSE outcomes of pupils 
enrolled will be analysed.

Year 10 Tutor Sessions: Additional Maths and 
English sessions will be delivered to those Year 
10 students identified as in greatest need using 
MyTutor and the National Tutoring Programme 
- these are 1-2-1 and small group. Outcomes of 
pupils enrolled will be analysed.

Disadvantaged pupil resources: Disadvantaged 
students have been identified as a cohort 
that have suffered more than most due to the 
lockdown. Any extra resources required by 
individuals have been supplied and additional 
needs going forward will be identified on 
a pupil-by-pupil basis.  All FSM pupils have 
received vouchers when isolating or when 
school was closed.

Assistant Learning coordinators will  
check-in with all Pupil Premium pupils in each 
year group to ensure they have all the resources 
they require.

Period 6 Lessons: Additional after school 
lessons will be run to close the knowledge gaps 
and enable students to return to expected 
levels.

Department Resources: All departments have 
been asked to submit bids for key resources to 
aid catch up – examples include Accelerated 
Reader, Carnegie Books, RE textbooks and 
Science and Art trolleys to ensure practical 
work can take place across the school.

IT resources: Purchase of Laptops for use by 
staff and students, webcams and headsets.

COVID specific resources: Cleaning materials, 
PPE, CO2 monitors, staff gilets
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