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I hope your half term break is progressing well. I have an update for you on the provision for remote 
learning for the half term ahead. The latest figures contained in the BBC article below show how 
difficult it has been for all schools over the past half term. I have no doubt that the next half term will 
be as difficult, if not more so. 

BBC Report:
“Pupils sent home in half of England’s secondary schools
Almost half of secondary schools in England sent home one or more pupils because of Covid 
incidents last week, the latest attendance figures show.
It meant pupils isolating in 46% of secondary and 16% of primary schools.
The updated figures show 5% - or about 400,000 pupils - are out of school because of Covid 
outbreaks.
Disruption from Covid has been increasing in schools - but the way of counting has changed which 
prevents comparisons with previous weeks.
Since the start of term, the Department for Education (DfE) has published a figure showing how 
many schools were only partially open because of having to send home groups of pupils - which 
had risen to 21%.
‘Unfairness and unevenness’
But the latest weekly figures use a different way of showing how attendance has been affected 
during the pandemic - based on one or more pupils having to self-isolate.
This shows 21% of all schools, primary and secondary, sending home a pupil - with up to 13% sending 
home 30 or more pupils.
Below this overall average, secondary schools continue to face much more significant problems - 
three times more likely to send home pupils than in primary.
Overall attendance has worsened from 90% to 89% - but very few schools, about 0.3%, have been 
completely closed.”
We have prepared a guide for parents and staff on “remote learning,” for the remainder of the 
academic year. It gives details of what to expect if your child is having to work from home, and an 
explanation of how it will be delivered. This will be with you in the next week.
I do have to make it clear to everyone that though we are working as hard as we can to ensure all 
pupils continue to engage and make progress, we cannot recreate a classroom experience in the 
homes of our pupils. In addition, we cannot deliver five ‘live’ lessons per day, and, in reality, we are 
not expected to. I have copied below a TES conversation with the DfE, which we have found to be 
very helpful in formulating our plans to support our pupils and students over the coming months.

Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE



Hitchin Road, Stevenage, Hertfordshire SG1 4AE Tel: 01438 314643 email: admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk www.jhn.herts.sch.uk

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Cor Ad Cor Loquitur • Heart Speaks unto Heart

Times Educational Supplement (TES) Report:
Coronavirus: DfE guidelines for remote learning
As Tes reported, the move (of the Government to legislate on school provision of remote learning) 
was not well received. But aside from concerns about the way in which the guidance is being imposed, 
there remain a number questions about what it actually means. How soon is “immediate”? Does the 
remote learning need to involve real-time teaching? What if a pupil hasn’t got access to the internet?
We have taken these queries to the Department for Education, and a spokesperson has responded.
What does ‘immediate’ actually mean?
“We expect schools to provide immediate provision of remote education, as set out in the guidance, 
so that pupils do not fall behind. This provision should start from the first full school day a child has to 
remain at home.”
What format is acceptable? Does it include printed booklets /worksheets or is it only online?
“We understand that immediate remote education provision may be challenging for some schools. 
Schools may consider different forms of remote education such as printed resources or textbooks, 
supplemented with other forms of communication to keep pupils on track or answer questions about 
work.”
For online remote learning, does there need to be a live, real-time teaching element or would pre-
recorded videos be acceptable? 
“Neither the direction nor the expectations set out in guidance require the live-streaming of lessons. 
Live-streaming is one approach that is proving effective for many schools and pupils.”
What if the right technology is not available to the student? For example, would the school need to 
provide a computer if the student doesn’t have one?
“If some pupils do not have access to devices, schools can distribute school-owned laptops 
accompanied by a user agreement or contract. They can also remind pupils that access is also 
possible through large-screen smartphones. 
“Affected pupils can be supported to come into school to use school resources within any rules in 
force at the time. Additionally, textbooks can be used at home to provide a structure to learning, 
supplemented with other forms of communication to keep pupils on track or answer questions about 
work.”
How many hours of learning are schools expected to deliver to the child? And how is this to be 
monitored? 
“When teaching pupils remotely, we expect schools to plan a programme that is of equivalent length 
to the core teaching pupils would receive in school, ideally including daily contact with teachers.”
NB: The spokesperson did not respond to the question about how this would be monitored.
Are there any acceptable exceptions to the immediate provision of remote learning? For example,  
if a child has a special educational need or disability that makes remote learning difficult? 
“For pupils with SEND, their teachers are best-placed to know how the pupil’s needs can be most 
effectively met to ensure they continue to make progress even if they are not able to be in school due 
to self-isolating. 
“The requirement for schools to use their best endeavours to secure the special educational 
provision called for by the pupil’s special educational needs remains in place. Schools should work 
collaboratively with families, putting in place reasonable adjustments as necessary, so that pupils with 
SEND can successfully access remote education alongside their peers.”
What are the actual repercussions if immediate access to remote learning does not happen?
“We will take supportive action to help schools with their remote education plans and provision. 
“In the first instance, schools will be signposted to the remote education support package and 
encouraged to access these resources. Regional schools commissioners (RSCs) can also take 
supportive measures to help schools in their region with remote education.””
We will ensure that all our pupils and students, required to work from home, do receive a full 
“blended” remote learning programme, allowing them to have access to the resources they require, 
and the help that they will need to make the expected academic progress. 
We have also reviewed our provision over the first half term, and we will be introducing a programme 
of support for those pupils who are finding working from home difficult when they are in isolation. We 
accept that some pupils find working in school difficult, and these pupils may well find working from 
home particularly difficult. For these children we will organise after school catch-up sessions, on their 
return to school. We are also producing a road map of the year for our examination classes, both Year 
13 and Year 11. This will ensure that parents, pupils and students can be confident in knowing what is 
happening and when, and where additional support may be found. This is particularly important for 
these examination groups, as the guidance from government about exams and accreditation is still 
unclear and being updated daily.
While it is true to say the last eight weeks have been difficult, we must remember that there are 
positives to be taken from this period of time. Our pupils and students have developed their IT skills, 
their resilience and grit, their ability to work independently, and some pupils have even commented 
that they feel they have worked better and more productively in the current circumstances. 
The school is a very calm and productive environment; sanctions and detentions are significantly 
down on previous years, and most reassuring of all, it is clear that the vast majority of our pupils and 
students worked well during the lockdown period. Our staff have commented on how well prepared 
our children have returned to school in September. It is thanks to you, our wonderful parents; well 
done. It is testimony to the commitment that you have made to your children during this difficult time. 
I have always said that our parents and our children’s homes are this community’s greatest asset.

And finally our school prayer,
Thank you, O God for another day. 

Help me to spend it wisely and to spend it well. 
Grant that everything I do today may be done as well as I can do it. 

Grant that everyone I meet may be happier for the meeting. 
Keep me all through today conscientious in my work; truthful in my speaking; loyal to my friends and faithful 

to those who love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

God bless everyone, and I hope the half term break has gone well,
Mr Mathew


