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I hope that you are keeping well during 
lockdown, and that you are finding this new 
set of restrictions less onerous than during the 
previous lockdown. I must say that for us, as a 
school community, it is much better to have our 
pupils and students in school and interacting 
with our staff face-to-face. On that point, I must 
thank those parents who have been so proactive 
in following the Government advice regarding 
self-isolation, and keeping everyone safe. Due to 
their wise actions we have been able to keep a 
number of year groups in school this week, who, 
in other circumstances, may have been sent 
home. Thank you.
As I mentioned last week, we have moved our 
Occasional Day from Monday 30th November 
to Friday 4th December. On Monday 30th 
November we will have a different type of day 
in school, focusing on Advent and the wellbeing 
of all of our children. While there is no doubt 
that having all of our children in school is much 
better than them being at home, it is apparent 
that many of our children are still finding 
the current conditions very difficult, and an 
opportunity to lift everyone’s spirits will be very 
welcome. 
We are also making plans for our usual 
Christmas fund-raising appeal and hamper 
collections for good causes. We have decided 
this year that we will support our local parishes, 
and I am in communication with Father Norbert, 
who is the Dean of Stevenage, to see how 
this can best be done. More details will follow 
shortly; please be as generous as you can be 
during this difficult time for so many in our 
wider community. On that point, I am very 
aware that the coming months may be difficult 
for families who face uncertainty with jobs and 
income, as the current restrictions and support 
programmes from the Government change. I 
remind all families that the Free School Meals 
programme has a number of benefits other 
than meals, and it may be of help to your family 
if your circumstances have changed. I have 
copied below the letter outlining the benefits 
and process; do please apply if it will help your 
family.
The Pupil Premium and eligibility for Free 
School Meals (FSM)
The Pupil Premium Grant is a substantial top-
up amount received by schools which aims to 
provide targeted support for identified pupils. 
The target groups include: 
• Those registered for Free School Meals
• Children of Service families  
 (Army/Navy/Air Force)
• Looked After Children and children who   
 were once registered Looked After and are  
 now adopted.
The amount that any school receives will 
depend on the number of pupils that it has 
who are registered for Free School Meals. This 
funding formula makes it more important than 
ever that we have accurate information with 
respect to Free School Meals eligibility and that 
all those who are entitled to this benefit, claim it, 
even if the child prefers to take a packed lunch.  
At a time of economic stringency, we are aware 
that not every eligible family is applying for the 
support available.  

The range of benefits is extensive and does 
extend beyond a “free meal”.  Transport costs 
and tuition fees for music may be incorporated.   
The administration of Free School Meals 
through our cashless catering system means 
that pupils receiving the benefit are not at risk 
of embarrassment.  However, should your child 
wish to continue to have a packed lunch, they 
may of course do so.   Please be aware that 
the incentive to claim the benefit is now much 
greater since the pupil premium can often be 
used to partially offset the cost of curriculum 
trips and an array of resources. Your child will be 
missing out on many potential benefits if they 
have an entitlement that is not taken up.  By 
claiming this entitlement, you will be helping the 
school to help your child.  
For clarification, children whose parents are in 
receipt of the following are entitled to receive 
Free School Meals:
• Income Support
• income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• income-related Employment and  

Support Allowance
• support under Part VI of the Immigration   

and Asylum Act 1999
• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also  

entitled to Working Tax Credit and have 
an  annual gross income of no more than 
£16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks 
after you stop qualifying for Working Tax 
Credit

• Universal Credit - (with annual earned 
income of no more than £7,400 after tax and 
not including any benefits you get).

Successful applicants for Free School Meals, or 
those in receipt of the Universal Credit may also 
be eligible for further assistance with School 
Music tuition.  All information held by the school 
is strictly confidential.
In addition, those in receipt of any of the above 
benefits may also be entitled to receive a free 
Saver Card, which offers a reduction for travel 
on public buses within Hertfordshire.
To find out if you are eligible for these benefits 
visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk or Google ‘Herts 
Free School Meals’.  The process is quick and 
simple and should take no more than 5 minutes.”
I hope that information has been helpful. 

Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

Have a great weekend everyone, and keep safe.
Mr Mathew

Prayer and reflection
“We were created for a fulfilment that can only 
be found in love. We cannot be indifferent to 
suffering; we cannot allow anyone to go through 
life as an outcast.”
Fratelli Tutti
May the hard soil of my heart be turned over by 
the plough of the Gospel;
May the seed of God’s word find a home within me 
and bear fruit. Amen.

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk


Every year, private tutors help children catch up with missed work or address areas they are 
struggling with, or with extra-curricular activities like music. Lockdown has led to major growth in 
this area, especially online, and this is expected to continue with further bubble and possible school 
closures.

Anyone can set up as a tutor and there are no registration procedures. They don’t even require an 
Enhanced DBS check.

To help parents, LGfL has prepared a poster/leaflet supporting parents to select the right tutor, 
establish clear rules and help the child understand what they should know too.

You can find out more and download the guidance leaflet here:  
https://safeblog.lgfl.net/2020/10/online-tutors-keeping-children-safe/

o A tutor is not a friend – they should behave in a professional way, like a teacher
o Sessions must not be recorded without your approval

o Sessions must always be arranged via you; the tutor should not contact your child directly between sessions, send
private messages or change communication platform

o Your child should not join a session from a bedroom. If this is unavoidable, pop in frequently, ensure they are fully
dressed at all times, point the camera away from beds & personal information, and blur or change the background

o Try to be in the room for all sessions, especially for younger children, and certainly the first time

○ Get to & approach
○ if you can
○

of security
Find out which platform they will use and its safety features

body?)

Ask the basic
check; let
○

know them first - ask about qualifications, experience (freelance? umbrella
Take up references and speak to them

to see a DBS (criminal record) check. NB - private tutors can only get
(don’t a DBS give you a false sense though)

o The rules apply to them and the tutor
o A is a teacher not a friend
o Neither

tutor
nor child should share personal information, private messages or photos & videos

o They must never meet without your approval or communicate on a different platform
o Who their trusted adults are at home and school
o They can you if they are asked to keep a secret or anything happens or is said
that is strange or makes them feel uncomfortable, scared or upset

tell

tutor

https://safeblog.lgfl.net/2020/10/online-tutors-keeping-children-safe/
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CHAPLAINCY AND COMMUNITY NEWS 

On Wednesday, at 11am, the school fell 
silent in remembrance of all those who 
have fallen in conflict. Here are some 
reflections from Year 9 on our virtual 
Remembrance Day service which the 
whole school shared on Wednesday 
morning.  

Thank you to everyone who helped put our reflective and prayerful remembrance video together, 
especially Miss Hewitson, Mr Crafter and Mrs West for the filming, Mr Bossley for the sound, Miss 
Jack for coordinating our outstanding cadets and for the historical accounts of our fallen heroes, 
and Miss Springett for the editing of the final film.

“For me, Remembrance Day is a day 
to remember not only all the soldiers 
who fought in the war, but everyone 
who was affected by it too. I think the 
video showed a great understanding 
and was very informative; it really put 
everything into a new perspective. 
The stories of those who went away 
were very interesting and created a 
more personal connection. I really like 
how it still included music and a short 
service. I especially found the quote, 
‘When you go home, tell them of us 
and say, for your tomorrow we gave 
our today’ very powerful.” 
Lola Grist, Year 9

“Mr Mathew welcomed us to the service and told us about 
how unfortunate and terrible the conditions were during the 
war and how the men gave up their today for our tomorrow. 
This made me think and try to picture their faces and it was 
the trumpet which made me come out of my daze.  
I said a prayer in my head during the two minute silence, 
specifically for Randolph Leonard Hart Raban who attended 
St Michaels School and died six months before the end of 
the Second World War, aged only 19.” 

Davina Ohenebeng, Year 9

“In the service, I saw the names of people who had fallen 
for us. It made me feel sad but also grateful for what 
they did. We don’t really think of these people much, but 
looking at what they did for us, we should be thinking 
about them all the time. ‘For your tomorrow, we gave our 
today.’’”

Kaya Toussaint-Pinnock, Year 9

“The service started with a song, in 
memory of those who died in the 
war. It was nice as it gave us a good 
environment to reflect. Then we 
listened to Father Philip talk for a 
while, linking the service with faith, 
as we are a Catholic school. We also 
looked at some examples of people 
from JHN (St Michaels) who sadly 
passed away fighting in the war. This 
made me realise how fortunate we 
are for living in a time of peace, and 
thankful for their sacrifice. Near the 
end of the service, we listened to The 
Last Post and reflected on the images 
of the poppies, NHS and those who 
fought in the war. After the service 
we stood in silence for 2 minutes in 
solidarity for all those who died and 
the service ended with the famous 
words:  
‘When You Go Home, Tell Them Of 
Us And Say, For Your Tomorrow, We 
Gave Our Today.’“

Miguel Vehlo Duarte, Year 9



 

 

 

 
JHNA  

COMMUNITY QUIZ 2020 

8PM SATURDAY 28TH NOVEMBER  
JOIN US FOR THE LIVE QUIZ  

ON YOUTUBE.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An evening of fun brought to life by the staff of the Saint John 
Henry Newman School. The JHNA COMMUNITY QUIZ is here! 
Come and join us for a live online quiz, 5 rounds of entertaining 
questions. Everyone is welcome to join us, invite along your 
family and friends, play as a team or versus one another.    
 
 
The quiz is free to play along on YouTube.  Scan the QR 
code or copy the link below to the YouTube channel  
 
tinyurl.com/JHNA-Youtube 
 

If you wish to donate to the work of the JHNA this can be done via 
paypal.me/TheJHNA 

 


