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It is therefore very pleasing to share with 
you some good news. As you are aware 
we have been working with the 
Department for Education, for just over 
five years, to secure a rebuild of our site. 
Many of our buildings date back to the 
original 1960’s development of the site, on 
the original pictures you can see that the 
school was surrounded by fields at that 
point!
I am pleased to share with you that Kier is 
now working on the plans. We are at the 
point of planning consent and public 
consultation. I have attached a flyer that 
will give you a very exciting insight into 
how our school will look, and the new 
facilities that will be available to our 
children. The plans at the moment, subject 
to planning consent, are for two new 
buildings. A three story block at the front 
of the school and a two storey block at the 
back of the school, behind the science 
block. It is hoped the new build will start at 
the end of this academic year and be 
completed by the end of 2023, start of 
2024. I am very pleased to report that the 
phasing of the works will not impact on 
the education of the children on site 
during the project. This is because there 
will not be any need to decant our current 
teaching areas into temporary buildings. 
You will see from the plans that our site 
will have a large new green area, currently 
referred to as Chapel Green, this will be 
where the current main building stands. At 
the end of the project the only original 
part of the school that will be left is the 
English and Geography block. The school 
will be unrecognisable and worthy of 21st 
Century education for our children.

I wish you all well over the half term break - an 
opportunity to rest and restore. I thank you all for all 
that you have done for our school community over 
the last very difficult eight weeks. For your patience 
and understanding, prayers and frequent messages 
of support, they are greatly appreciated and lift the 
spirits of the staff and myself, thank you.

Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

And finally our school prayer,

Thank you, O God for another day. 

Help me to spend it wisely and to spend it well. 

Grant that everything I do today may be done as well as I can do it. 

Grant that everyone I meet may be happier for the meeting. 

Keep me all through today conscientious in my work; truthful in my speaking; loyal to my friends and 
faithful to those who love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

God bless everyone, and have a good half term break,
Mr Mathew

It is with a great deal of relief and a sense of satisfaction that we can say that we have made it to 
the end of the longest half term of this academic year. I must admit the feeling of making it this far 
is akin to the feeling one usually has on completing a whole academic year!

The reflection below from Henri Nouwen is sound advice for us all.
When I trust deeply that today God is truly with me and holds me safe in a divine embrace, guiding every one of my steps, 
I can let go of my anxious need to know how tomorrow will look, or what will happen next month or next year. I can be 
fully where I am and pay attention to the many signs of God’s love within me and around me. (Henri Nouwen)



YEAR 11

The Year 11 cohort seem to have matured over 
recent months and have returned to school with 
a determination to succeed and a resilience that 
has far-surpassed our expectations. They have 
faced the challenges of recent months  
head-on and are using their time in school to 
good effect. The experience of last year’s cohort 
is very much at the fore-front of their minds and 
they are conscious of the importance of every 
assessment this year.

During the last week of this half term, Year 11 
are turning their thoughts to the first mock 

exams of the year which take place directly after 
half-term. This week, the Study Skills Day was 
delivered to the year group virtually and focused 
on retrieval practice skills, suggesting strategies 
to support the pupils with recalling subject 
knowledge effectively – an important skill given 
the vast amount of knowledge the pupils will 
need to retain for their GCSEs. It is important 
that pupils understand how they learn to enable 
them to be more effective learners and, it is 
our hope, that the new strategies introduced to 
them this week will allow them to do this. 

The pupils have also been given their mock exam timetables and can now begin to plan 
their revision in earnest. We have included links to some useful revision sites:

https://getadapt.co.uk/ - This is a website that helps students create a revision timetable on 
their phones free of charge. 

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/ - This is a revision website which includes all subjects. It 
reviews content for each topic and also gives students quick quiz questions/ worksheets to 
complete.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3 - This is a revision website which includes 
all subjects. It reviews content for each topic and provides revision tests as well. It also has 
useful information about revision strategies and coping with exam stress.

https://quizlet.com/en-gb - This website allows students to create revision flash cards and 
use them to quiz themselves or others. Groups of students can work together to create the 
notes.

During the mock exam period, the pupils will be 
spending time revising when they are not sitting 
exams and will be expected to use their time 
effectively and work independently.

Finally, it is important to recognise the stress 
that exams can cause and to protect our mental 
and physical health. High-achieving pupils 
put huge pressures on themselves, expecting 
nothing less than perfection, and pupils who are 
less able become frustrated and disheartened 
when the results do not reflect the enormous 
efforts they have made when preparing for 
their assessments. Please encourage them to 
take time to rest and spend quality time with 
each other in between the revision preparation, 
and do let us know if you have any concerns or 

require support with anything. We recommend 
that students revise for a maximum of 30 
minutes at a time and take a break in between 
each revision session for at least 15 minutes. 

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/
tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-
exercises/ - The MIND website gives great 
advice about dealing with stress, how to relax, 
mindfulness and building resilience. This website 
also gives advice for parents and how they can 
best support their children through stressful 
times. 

Have an enjoyable half-term break.

Mrs Broom

Learning Co-ordinator for Year 11

https://getadapt.co.uk/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://quizlet.com/en-gb
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-exercises/
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CHAPLAINCY AND COMMUNITY NEWS 

As this half term comes to an end, the 
Chaplaincy Team would like to thank everyone 
who has kept the school community in their 
prayers over the past few weeks. It is always 
lovely to hear that our wider school community 
is thinking about and praying for us. If you 
are a Twitter user and haven’t yet followed us, 
please check out @JHNChaplaincy where we 
frequently post and retweet. 

Over the half term holiday we would like to 
encourage our families to collect items in 
support of local charities who support the most 
vulnerable in our community. Our appeal will go 
out in a separate Parentmail shortly, so please 
keep an eye out for that, and if you can help, 
your donations would be most welcome and 
appreciated. 

Tuesday of this week was spent filming our 
virtual Remembrance Service, which will be 
broadcast on 11th November. The pupils and 
students who participated looked very smart 
in their uniform and presented themselves 
impeccably!  

Staff will be in school on Friday sharing in a 
day of spiritual reflection and development, 
focusing on our community identity and 
experience. We will be listening to a number of 
staff contributors throughout the day, as well 
as working with a small group of students from 
the recently formed Equality, Diversity and 
Inclusivity Working Party. 

Thursday is the feast day of Saint Pope John 
Paul II and here is a prayer from Saint Pope John 
Paul II himself,

I commend to you the poor, the suffering, the 
sick and the handicapped, the aging, and the 
dying. I ask you to reconcile those in sin, to heal 
those in pain, and to uplift those who have lost 
their hope and joy. Show to those who struggle 
in doubt the light of Christ your Son. Amen. 

Wishing you all a very restful half term break.

Mrs Alison Berwick
Assistant Headteacher – Spiritual Life

The current Covid situation may have forced 
many families to stay together for more time 
than usual, and it is natural that many of you 
might feel online activity time limits for your 
children could be relaxed or extended to help 
pass the time.  Whilst this is a parental decision, 
we would advise that you still ensure a balance 
of online and real-world activity.  It is important 
to ensure consistent supervision, to ensure that 
children remain safe during their time online, 
whether gaming, searching, watching videos/
sound/images, or communicating with others.  
Naturally there will be some suitable activities 
for children of all ages but equally, there are 
many risks associated with unlimited and/or 
unresticted access.  Please monitor their online 
activity and check that all options, on each 
accessible device within the home, are age 
appropriate.  For example, Whatsapp is age 
16+, Twitter, Instagram and many other social 
media apps are age 13+ .  Gaming has a PEGI 
age rating system just like the DVD classification 

system and it is easy to find out what is and 
what is not appropriate by visiting  
https://pegi.info/page/pegi-age-ratings.

If you need further help locking a device down, 
do check out the following.

General advice: www.internetmatters.org

Apple: https://support.apple.com/en-gb/
HT201304

PC: https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/
microsoft-365/family-safety

Android: https://families.google.com/
familylink/?utm_source=google&utm_
medium=cpc&utm_campaign=families_
google&utm_term=android_parental_controls
&&gclid=CjwKCAjwlbr8BRA0EiwAnt4MTsKFxU
Ot-WoZtMLWokCbM7TmaU2guPJPcdMivdH5u5
n4zhHw10asmRoCgegQAvD_BwE

Android app: https://play.google.com/store/
apps/details?id=com.zerodesktop.appdetox.
dinnertimeplus

https://pegi.info/page/pegi-age-ratings
www.internetmatters.org
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT201304
https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/microsoft-365/family-safety
https://families.google.com/familylink/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=families_google&utm_term=android_parental_controls&&gclid=CjwKCAjwlbr8BRA0EiwAnt4MTsKFxUOt-WoZtMLWokCbM7TmaU2guPJPcdMivdH5u5n4zhHw10asmRoCgegQAvD_BwE
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.zerodesktop.appdetox.dinnertimeplus


YEAR 13 INTERVENTION SESSIONS
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WEEK 1BIOLOGY 
2:40 PM 
ROOM 57

PHYSICS 
2:30 PM 
ROOM 2

PE 
2:40 PM 
STUDIO 1

ECONOMICS
3:15 PM 
MUSIC ROOM 2

MUSIC TECH
2:30 PM 
MUSIC ROOM 1

PSYCHOLOGY
3:15 PM 
ROOM 12B/Online

GEOGRAPHY
3:15 PM 
ROOM 26

PHYSICS 
2:30 PM 
ROOM 2

SOCIOLOGY
2:30 PM 
ROOM 12B

BTEC 
COSTUME
2:30 PM 
ROOM 41

MATHS 
2:40 PM 
ROOM 42A

HISTORY
2:30 PM 
ROOM 2

BUSINESS
2:45 PM 
ROOM 25

CTEC 
BUSINESS
2:45 PM 
ROOM 25

CTEC IT
2:45 PM 
ROOM 25

ART & BTEC 
Art & Design

ART & BTEC 
Art & Design

2:45 PM 
ROOM 38   

2:45 PM    ROOM 38

CHEMISTRY
2:30 PM 
ROOM 11

PHILOSOPHY 
& ETHICS
2:30 PM 
ROOM 60

THURSDAY FRIDAYMONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

27




