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As we are about to enter the last week of this 
half term, I must thank you all for your patience, 
understanding and resilience, through what 
has been a very testing time. We have received 
some clarifications from the Government as 
to what is expected to happen in the summer, 
which states that public examinations will 
take place and at a slightly later date. We are, 
however, awaiting further guidance as to how 
the test papers will be presented, what content 
will be tested, and if there is a plan B should 
public examinations be cancelled. 
We are also witnessing an incremental increase 
in the restrictions being applied to the areas 
around our county, with London and Essex 
now moving to the next tier in terms of what 
can and cannot be done. To reassure you, we 
do review the protocols in school daily and we 
are in regular contact with the local authority 
and our Trust. We will undertake a full review of 
our daily arrangements next week, with a view 
to introducing any improvements after the half 
term. We are also producing a guide on “Remote 
Learning,” to give clarity on how remote learning 
should be presented and what parents can 
expect to take place. This too will be published 
after the half term.
I have had the wonderful opportunity to have 
virtual meetings with our prospective parents 
from Year 6 over the past couple of weeks, and 

it has been a very uplifting experience. As it is so 
difficult to meet with parents under the current 
restrictions, I am considering holding some 
virtual meetings for our current parents after 
half term. Please let me know your thoughts 
and any questions that you would like to have 
answered.
Please remember that next Friday 23rd October 
is an Inset Day, and that the week after is half 
term. 
Yesterday, 15th October was the feast of  
St Teresa of Avila. The following prayer is from 
her and is very reassuring and appropriate for 
the times in which we find ourselves.

Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

Let nothing disturb you,

Let nothing frighten you,

All things are passing away:

God never changes.

Patience obtains all things.

Whoever has God lacks for nothing;

God alone suffices.

Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

God bless and have a good weekend everyone,
Mr Mathew
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CHAPLAINCY AND COMMUNITY NEWS 

In this penultimate week of the half term, where 
the weather has turned colder and our school 
community becomes weary, the Chaplaincy 
Team collaborated with the Wellbeing Team to 
lead the school in a range of wellbeing activities, 
prayers and reflections in morning tutor time. 
The whole school has been asked to reflect on 
the importance of their wellbeing and mental 
health, and this week’s staff prayer provided 
the opportunity for staff to reflect upon the 
challenges of tiredness. 

There is, however, still much exciting work 
happening in Chaplaincy, from planning the 
Spiritual Life staff INSET on Friday 23rd October, 
to continuing the work of the Equality, Diversity 
and Inclusivity working party and the filming for 
our Virtual Remembrance Day service, which will 

be broadcast across the school on Wednesday 
11th November. As well as this, our C-Team 
members will be organising an appeal, after half 
term, to support the vulnerable and those in 
need in our local communities. Please look out 
for a Parentmail at the end of this half term for 
more information.

It is with those on the margins in mind that I end 
with a prayer, in celebration of the feast day of 
St Luke on Sunday 18th October:

Saint Luke, in your gospel, you show us the beauty of 
holiness. Help us to reflect the image of Christ in the 
way we live our lives. Saint Luke, pray for us.

Mrs Alison Berwick
Assistant Headteacher – Spiritual Life

The Duke of Edinburgh Award is now being 
offered to Year 10 students. Each form group 
will be visited by Mr Flain, Miss Drackford or Miss 
Routledge and students will get an introduction 
to the award. On ShowMyHomework, all 
students have been assigned a task to link to a 
video which explains more about the award.

This video is designed to replace the information 
evening that would usually run. Therefore,  
we would encourage students and parents to 

watch the video together. If a student decides 
that they would like to take part in the award 
then a link to sign up has also been added to  
the ShowMyHomework task and this can be 
used to register for the award.

This information and the links have also been 
sent out via parent mail.  If there are any 
questions please contact Mr Flain,  
Miss Drackford or Miss Routledge via email.


