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I hope that many of you were able to view 
our virtual Open Evening. It is never quite the 
same as the real thing, but I hope it conveyed 
some sense of our ethos and purpose. Indeed, 
we have had to cover a number of our usual 
messages with virtual meetings and  I do  hope 
the Year 11 Parents Support Evening was also 
helpful to those with pupils in Year 11. We are 
intending to send a link to Year 11 parents to 
evaluate the value of this kind of virtual event; 
please do let us know what you think.
The cold weather that we have experienced of 
late has made conditions in school more difficult 
for everyone. We are keeping windows and 
doors open to ensure good ventilation, so do 
please make sure that your children have warm 
clothing - vests and school jumpers are very 
helpful. We are constantly reviewing conditions 
around the school, but our priority is to ensure 
the safety of all, especially as the infection rate 
continues to climb.
My thanks to those of you have contacted the 
school and made us aware of resources that you 
wish to donate to the school. This is very helpful 
and the items are being placed in classrooms 
as soon as is practical. Do please sign up to the 
school fund if you are able to and have not done 
so already.
Next Friday is our feast day, and we shall be 
marking the day with a service and some 
activities specific to our patron, Saint John 
Henry Newman. Please keep us in your prayers 
on the day. 
Finally I am very pleased to update you on two 
successes. The first is that our Equality, Diversity 
and Inclusion group, chaired by members of the 

Governing Body, and containing members from 
every group in the school, has met for the first 
time this year. and has set up work streams so 
that we can begin to take more practical steps 
to enhance our ability to combat all forms of 
racism and to ensure that equality, diversity and 
inclusion, in all their forms, are at the centre 
of culture and curriculum. It will no doubt be 
an ongoing project, but I am so pleased to 
see that it is already taking shape and making 
change happen.  Look out for further updates 
soon, both in the newsletter and on the school’s 
website.
The second point of congratulations is to three 
of our Year 11 pupils who have been selected for 
national squads. Cian Satterthwaite has been 
selected for the under 18’s England rugby squad 
and Joshua Bradley Russell and Tom Spreckley 
have been selected for the national hockey 
squad. We wish them all every success.

Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

Almighty God, may our school be welcoming.
May our school be encouraging.
Let friendship flourish here.
Let learning fill our day.
Give us the strength to do our best.
Give us the hope to carry on.
Be our guide in all that we do.
Lord make this school your home too.

Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us

God bless and have a good weekend everyone,
Mr Mathew

A prayer for God’s help
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CHAPLAINCY AND COMMUNITY NEWS 

Prayers this week have been focusing on those 
in need as we marked the feast day of Saint 
Vincent de Paul (27th September) on Monday 
and St Francis of Assisi (4th October) on 
Friday. Saint Francis tutor groups will receive a 
celebratory treat at the start of next week,  
and I would like to wish everyone connected to 
Saint Francis of Assisi a very happy feast day 
this Sunday! 

Plans are building for what, we hope, will 
be a very reflective day marking our school 
patron’s feast day next Friday, 9th October. 
Although we still remain distanced and unable 
to come together in full celebration, we hope 
that our whole school community will have an 
opportunity throughout the day to reflect on 
the life, work and example of Saint John Henry 

Newman and to make that “bond of connection” 
with him and one another. We look forward to 
sharing more about those celebrations next 
week. 

We are also making plans to start to meet 
with our pupil and student Chaplaincy Team 
(C-Team) representatives. We are always 
looking to welcome new members, so if you 
are interested in contributing to the prayer 
and liturgical life of the school or want to find 
out more about social action and justice, then 
please let myself, Miss Springett or Mr Barry 
know. Alternatively, why not volunteer to be the 
C-Team representative for your tutor group? We 
cannot wait to start working with you all again! 
Mrs Alison Berwick
Assistant Headteacher – Spiritual Life

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

We are extremely proud of Year 8 Student 
Summer Goodman who has signed a contract to 
play for Spurs this season. We know Summer’s 
talent will be an asset to the team and we wish 
her and the squad every success.


