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As you are aware, we are operating in very 
difficult circumstances and in rapidly changing 
times. There has been a great deal of press 
coverage relating to testing, teaching unions 
concerns as to the support being offered to 
schools, and, of course, the anxiety felt by many 
families as they send their children into school. 
We are constantly reviewing what we do to 
improve our provision for you, and to ensure 
that our children are safe in school. It was this 
process that lead to the introduction of face 
masks for all of our children and staff last week. 
Having reviewed the Covid incident last week, 
we have made some significant changes to 
the zoned areas around the school, and to the 
process of tracking children, in the event of 
another positive test.
When Year 12 and Year 13 students return to 
school, we will meet with them and advise 
of them of the new areas that they will have 
access to and to when their new times for break 
and lunch will be. Our intention to keep the 
two Sixth Form year groups apart. This will, of 
course, involve some compromises for these 
students in terms of the facilities available to 
them and the timing of their breaks. That said, 
we feel that these changes will greatly increase 
the opportunity to stay in school and participate 
in lessons, something that we are all keen to 
action.
The advice from the authorities is still vague, 
and so we have been in contact with other 
secondary schools, and, as a result, we are 
refining our methods of tracking children 
around the school. We are also tracking more 
closely who they may have come into contact 
with. Where it is possible, and where we are 
confident that we have captured all of the 
necessary information, we will send fewer pupils 
and students home to self-isolate in future. 
The guidance available is supporting a more 
proportionate approach, and, where possible, 
we will not send a whole year group home.  
I cannot, however, rule out entirely a whole year 
group having to work from home and receive 
their lessons remotely where circumstances 
demand it. I can promise you that we will do our 
very best to keep as many children as is possible 
in school.

It is very strange in school at the moment as 
we do not have the large migration of children 
from one part of the school to the next. I find 
that you have to actively go looking for children 
in their zoned areas, otherwise you would never 
see them. That said, the atmosphere around the 
school is purposeful, calm and engaging. We 
have just “enrolled” our new Year 7 pupils to 
our school community. It was, as always, a very 
special occasion, but it was diminished by the 
absence of our parents who, unfortunately, we 
are not able to welcome in large numbers on to 
the school site. We pray that this will change in 
the not too distant future. I know the pastoral 
team have made a record of the event and that 
this will be shared with the Year 7 families.
Next Thursday would have been our Open 
evening, and, as I mentioned earlier, in the term, 
we have had to cancel this event; and in its 
place we have created a “virtual” Open Evening. 
This will be released on the school website 
on Monday 28th September, as part of an 
agreement with all of the secondary schools in 
Stevenage. Please let your friends know if they 
are considering our school for their child. Do 
remember that next Thursday 24th September 
will be a normal school day, finishing at 2:30, 
2:45 or 3:15p.m. depending on the Year group. 
Friday 25th September is an Inset day and 
so the school will be closed to all pupils and 
students. 
Finally, the new arrangements for pickups and 
buses are becoming smoother, and I thank 
everyone for their patience and understanding 
in making these new arrangements work. If 
you are collecting by car from the school site, 
I do ask you to follow the instructions from 
the staff supervising the traffic, and to wait in 
your parking space until you have your child 
on board. We have had some concerns, when 
parents have moved too quickly and have tried 
to collect a moving child, not a wise choice.
I thank you all for your continued patience, 
prayers and support. It is a very difficult time, 
but working together we can successfully 
help our pupils and students to discover their 
“Mission” in life, and become that person that 
God intended them to be. 

Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

“Lord, when my heart is overwhelmed, overwhelm me with Your peace. Lead me to You, my rock. 
Guide me to Your Word which gives me strength and refuge. Help me not to run to lesser things. 
Draw me to run to You first. Help me to get into the habit of taking my “overwhelmed” and placing 
it under your will. In Jesus’, Name.
Amen.
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.
God bless and have a good weekend,
Mr Mathew

A prayer for God’s help.
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This week, our school prayer theme has focused 
on forgiveness. Each day we have reflected 
on this theme through our school prayer, the 
week’s gospel reading and through a video clip 
from the film, The Lion King. Mr Mathew also 
shared a prayer for self-forgiveness with staff on 
Monday, which set up the whole community for 
a reflective week ahead.

The highlight of this week’s Catholic Life 
calendar was the Year 7 Service of Enrolment 
which took place on Thursday afternoon. For 
the first time we welcomed Fr Nigel Woollen 
from St Joseph’s, Bedwell to join our celebration 
as our new Year 7 priest chaplain. It was lovely 
to have him join us for the occasion. Fr Nigel, 
along with Fr Philip, Mr Mathew and the Year 
7 pastoral team, successfully enrolled our Year 
7 year group and what a privilege it is to have 
them as part of our school community! Once 
again, our pupil readers were great; thank you 

for volunteering, and I will be in touch soon 
looking to award you some Newman Points! We 
hope to be able to share more of the afternoon 
with you in due course.

Next Monday we celebrate the feast day of 
Saint Matthew, apostle and evangelist, and in 
this ‘Year of the Word’ I leave you with a prayer 
to Saint Matthew.

O Glorious St. Matthew, in your Gospel you 
portray Jesus as the longed-for Messiah who 
fulfilled the Prophets of the Old Covenant and as 
the new Lawgiver who founded a Church of the New 
Covenant.
Obtain for us the grace to see Jesus living in his 
Church and to follow his teachings in our lives on 
earth so that we may live forever with him in heaven. 
Amen.

Mrs Alison Berwick
Assistant Headteacher – Spiritual Life


