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I must first thank the many of you who have 
sent in messages of thanks to the school, or 
who have taken the time, in the school car park, 
to commend my staff for the excellent work that 
they have undertaken in re-opening our school. 
It has been a wonderful week and the sense of 
excitement and relief to be back to some form 
of normal has swept through the school. Your 
children have been stunning!
The first month of any new academic year is 
always busy, but, with the fast changing agenda, 
it is especially busy at the moment so I shall be 
brief and to the point. 

In light of the government announcements 
made on Wednesday, we feel that it would be 
prudent to introduce the wearing of face masks 
for pupils, students and staff when moving 
around the school. We are therefore strongly 
recommending that all members of our school 
community wear a face mask when moving 
from one lesson to the next, and when inside 
one of our school buildings and not in a lesson. 
The dining halls will of course be exempt when 
pupils and students are having lunch. I hope 
that this measure will give greater confidence 
and protection for all. It has been pointed out 
that wearing a face mask not only offers you 
protection, but is also a public declaration that 
I am protecting others as well - very much in 
keeping with our Catholic ethos. 
We have also, sadly, made some decisions 
regarding key events which would normally take 
place during this term. We will of course review 
these decisions should circumstances and 
regulations change. 
This year’s Open Evening will be a virtual event, 
and will be released to the public on our website 
on Monday 28th September. Please let your 
friends and family know if they are considering 
our school for their child. We will publish a link 
on Twitter, and we will send details to our feeder 
primary schools.

Also,
•  The school production has been postponed  
 until next academic year 2021-22
• There will not be any trips for the    
 foreseeable future
• As mentioned above, our Open Evening  
 will be a virtual Open Evening
• This means that Thursday 24th September   
 will be a normal day, finishing at 2:30, 2:45  
 or 3:15
• Parents’ Consultation Evenings will be a   
 short written report from the class teachers,  
 highlighting the key points they would have  
 made in a Parent meeting
• Parent Support evenings will be virtual.  
 We will prepare short films that will be   
 posted on the school website, offering   
 parents the usual guidance and advice
• The Year 7 and Year 12 afternoon sessions,   
 which allows parents to meet form tutors   
 and to check that the year has started well,  
 will take place and strict guidance will be   
 issued. Since this meeting involves one   
 member of staff meeting one group of   
 parents, and the meetings will be no longer  
 than 5 minutes, we felt that we could hold   
 this important event
• The Year 7 Enrolment Services will take   
 place during the school day, and,    
 unfortunately, parents and family members  
 will not be able to attend
I am aware that this is a great deal of 
information, and at a time of significant change 
and uncertainty. I will keep you regularly 
informed via the Weekly Newsletter, but 
please do be aware that circumstances will 
change rapidly. If you do not already follow us 
on Twitter I recommend that, if possible, you 
do. It is a very effective and quick method of 
receiving updates. Several of my Headteacher 
colleagues have already sent Year Groups home 
to isolate and be taught remotely, given the size 
of our school, I have no doubt that we will be 
in a similar position at some point during the 
year. That said, we are fully prepared and I am 
confident that pupils, students and staff will 
once again rise to the challenge.

Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

Loving Father,
As we gather together at the beginning
Of another week in school,
We ask for stillness and peace of mind.
We become aware of our breathing,
The breath of life in us, our heartbeat.
We become aware of this precious moment.
There is no other moment more perfect than this one.
Help us to be aware of your loving presence
In our hearts, in our school, in our world.
We look back over our weekend with thanks –
For the family and friends we spent time with,
For what we received from them, for what we gave 
them,
For the work we did, the rest we enjoyed, the fun we 
had.
Help us to consider honestly the emotions we 
experienced in the last few days.
What is God trying to tell us in these feelings?
Am I concerned about a friend, a parent, my work in 
school?
About the things I have and don’t have?

Should I be doing something differently  
because of these feelings?
Let us ask God’s Holy Spirit to guide us
And concentrate now on one moment, one encounter
Over the weekend. Let us pray about that moment -
It could be a prayer of blessing, petition,
Intercession for somebody else, thanksgiving, praise.
It could be something we have to say sorry for, to 
learn from,
To let go of and move on.
Let us now look forward to the day and week ahead.
Help us, loving Father, to keep trying to be better 
people,
To be positive in our lessons, helpful around school
And kind to everybody we meet.
Help us not to become too anxious about anything
But to trust in you in all things.
We make this our prayer through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.
God bless,
Mr Mathew

I wish you all well for the weekend. The prayer below is the one I shared  
with staff on our first day back in school.
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This week the prayer focus of the school has 
been ‘Welcome’. The week opened in prayer 
with reflection on one of our house saints, 
Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta, whose feast 
day was on Saturday 5th September.  TE forms 
celebrated on Monday with a chocolate treat to 
mark the occasion.

I have enjoyed meeting some of our new Year 
7 pupils who volunteered to read in last week’s 
Welcome Service. Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered and a special ‘thank you’ to the 
eight who were chosen. You all read brilliantly! 
You should have received a ‘praise postcard’ 
from me, via your form tutor. If you haven’t 
found me in person yet, please come and find 

me in the office by the entrance doors to the 
main block, as I would like to express my thanks 
again by awarding you some Newman Points! 
The Year 7 team and I are now preparing for 
our Enrolment Service, which will take place in 
school next week. I look forward to telling you 
more about it soon.

Next week’s prayer theme is ‘Forgiveness’. 
Please feel free to access our weekly prayer 
resources by visiting the Catholic Life section of 
the school website. 

Mrs Alison Berwick

Assistant Headteacher – Spiritual Life


