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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

As I mentioned last week, our Open Evening 
was a great success and this week we have 
had the pleasure of meeting families during 
our follow up Open Mornings. I have also 
received a great many messages from those 
who visited last Thursday, to comment on how 
wonderful our students were on the day. Many 
commented that they were impressed by the 
maturity, confidence and obvious pride for their 
school that the students exhibited. We are very 
proud of all our students; my thanks to our 
parents for allowing them to attend the evening 
and act as tour guides and helpers on the night. 
Several hundred students were present, and as 
I have commented to them, the parents visiting 
the school come to see them and not to listen 
to me. 

In our whole school assemblies on Monday of 
next week, the day on which we are celebrating 
our feast day as it falls on the Sunday, I will 
comment to the students on how pleasing it 
is to have enjoyed such a normal start to the 
academic year. We have had parents into the 
school for numerous meetings, trips and field 
trips for students have taken place and guest 
speakers have also returned to the school. It is 
only when these opportunities are reintroduced 
that you realise how much we have missed 
them over the past couple of years. My thanks 
to all of the staff who have organised and run 
these activities. 

I hope that many have had an opportunity to 
look at the school website and the wealth of 
information that is available to you and our 
students, it really is a ‘go to’ place when you are 
contemplating academic decisions or pastoral 
support. Next week is our Year 11 parent evening 
and I look forward to seeing our Year 11 parents 
in person. As is usually the case at this point in 
the term, tired students can mean tired uniforms 
and being poorly equipped for lessons.   

We will have a focus on uniform and equipment 
next week. If you have any difficulties with 
either of these areas please let us know. We are 
happy to support families and students with 
meeting these requirements as it means that 
the learning environment is better for all, and 
the students can focus on their efforts on the 
learning being presented to them.

As I look forward, and realise that there are only 
two weeks until half term, I wonder how the 
time has passed so quickly!
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SHINE

God bless,

Mr C Mathew

Reflection.
Between the exhilaration of Beginning and the satisfaction of 
Concluding is the middle Time
of enduring, changing, trying, despairing, continuing, 
becoming.
Jesus Christ was the Man of God’s Middle Time between 
Creation and Accomplishment.
Through Him God said of Creation, “Without mistake”.
And of Accomplishment, “Without doubt”.
And we in our Middle Times of wondering, waiting, 
hurrying, hesitating, regretting, revising; we who have begun 
many things- and seen but few completed;
We who are becoming more- and less; through the evidence 
of God’s Middle Time have a stabilizing hint that we are not 
mistakes, that we are irreplaceable, that our Being is
of interest, and our doing is of purpose, that our Being and 
our Doing are surrounded by AMEN.
Jesus Christ is the Completer of unfinished people with 
unfinished work in unfinished times. May He keep us from 
sinking, ceasing, wasting, solidifying-
That we may be for Him experimenters, enablers, encouragers 
and associates in Accomplishment.
Lona Fowler
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.



WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 
Football 

The year 9 football team played Dame Alice Owens 
in the first round of the county cup. The game 
fluctuated at the outset,  with both teams creating 
chances. The hosts went 1-0 up which led to JHN 
responding very quickly and scoring an equaliser 
from Divine Okwara. It finished 2-2 at half time 
with Marvin Fordjour getting on the scoresheet.  
Unfortunately,  JHN conceded early in the second 
half which lost the momentum, and which then led to 
the game finishing 5-2 to DAO. Marvin Fordjour wins 
player of the match due to his exceptional work rate.

Rugby 

Rugby club on a Thursday is open to 
boys and girls. Sixth form student, Molly 
Mellett, will be joining rugby next week 
to aim to encourage more girls along and 
hopefully to create a team to play some 
fixtures. if you are interested, please 
come along!

Year 10 netball 

Another great game for the year 10 netball team in 
the district league. After a wet and rainy day the 
girls played well under the conditions and came out 
winning 17-7 against TAA. Congratulations to Kudazi 
Wachi for opposition player of the match, and to 
Ellen Bray for player of the match.

Sign up for this exciting and extremely fun 
day which has been carefully designed to 
explore a range of dance styles and creative 
games.

Friday 28th October - 9:30am-3:30pm  
at St Marys Church Hall, Hitchin, SG4 1HP

Ideal for boys and girls aged 5-10 year

The incredible world-renowned Motionhouse 
are coming. Pushing movement to its Limits... 
highly physical style which integrates elements 
of circus, acrobatics with breath-taking dance...

at The Saint John Henry Newman School

Ideal for all abilities aged 12+ find out more 
about by clicking here

https://www.hothousedance.co.uk


Friday  
28 October 2022

10am or 12.30pm
All children MUST be accompanied by an adult 
(18 years+). Children must be supervised at all 
times. Maximum of five children per one adult 
(this includes under 3yrs)

Children tickets will include three Fa-boo-lous 
Halloween activities each of which will give 
your little monsters something to take home 
with them.

PRIZES TO BE WON
Most Creative Costume, Scariest Costume, Best Duo 
Costume, Funniest Costume, Best Staff Members Costume

SPOOKTACULAR 

STEM DAY
SPOOKTACULAR 

STEM DAYSPOOKTACULAR 

STEM DAY

Guaranteed to 

make every guy 

and ghoul cackle! 

BOOK NOWTickets are £12 per child (3+),  
Adults and under 3yrs £3  (includes 1 hot drink)discoverycentre.co.ukstemdc@nhc.ac.uk01462 443050

BOOK NOWTickets are £12 per child (3+),  
Adults and under 3yrs £3  (includes 1 hot drink)discoverycentre.co.ukstemdc@nhc.ac.uk01462 443050



NEW COMMUNITY SPACE ON SITE OF FORMER BUS STATION  
TO BE NAMED ‘EVENT ISLAND STEVENAGE’

A student at The Saint John Henry Newman Catholic School has won the competition to 
name the site of the former bus station on Danestrete. Construction works are transforming 
the area into a community space with a pop-up park, performance area and multi-purpose 
event space.

The winning name - Event Island Stevenage - is the work of 14 year old Katie, a Year 9 pupil. 
Katie came up with the name when she realised that the space looked like the shape of an 
island, and was inspired by the list of potential events and activities that could happen at the 
space. 

Mr Clive Mathew, Headmaster at The Saint John Henry Newman Catholic School 
commented: We are incredibly proud of Katie and the excellent name that she has 
suggested for the “old” bus Station. The new name - Event Island Stevenage - gives a clear 
sense of excitement and anticipation, making it the place to be. Well done to all involved.”

The name was chosen from over 260 entries received from Stevenage schools by a panel of 
judges including councillors and local businesses. Earlier this year school pupils were invited 
to enter the competition to come up with a creative and exciting name for the new space.   

Cllr Sharon Taylor, Leader of the Council and Portfolio Holder for Regeneration, commented: 
“We would like to thank all of the pupils who entered this competition for their amazing 
ideas. This is an important space within our town, being transformed into a vibrant 
destination with the flexibility to adapt to different kinds of uses. Our local communities are 
central to everything that we do and we were delighted to see the level of involvement from 
local schools. Congratulations to Katie and we hope that she enjoys Event Island Stevenage 
with her friends when it opens!”

Cllr Richard Henry, Deputy Leader of the Council and Portfolio Holder for Children, Young 
People, Leisure & Culture, added: “Event Island Stevenage is a great name for this new 
space as that is exactly its purpose – to host a wide range of events for everyone.  We 
really enjoyed seeing the fantastic creativity from all of the pupils, making this a difficult 
competition to judge due to the wide and inspiring range of suggestions presented.  Thank 
you to everyone for entering and we cannot wait to try the activities on Event Island 
Stevenage!”

There were four runners up and their entries can be viewed in the Regeneration Visitor 
Centre, located next to Primark on the town square, along with Katie’s entry. 

It is expected that Event Island Stevenage will open later in the autumn, with further 
details to be shared shortly. The future space has been designed with the local community, 
following feedback from engagement held earlier in the year. Proposals reflect what 
residents would like to see in this space, and include an emphasis on greening the area, 
with a ‘pop-up park’ featuring informal play features. Natural seating areas will surround the 
events space, enabling people to enjoy performances and pop-up events. 



NOTICES

YEAR 11 CAKE SALE

We are very pleased to be able to announce that the recent 
Year 11 cake sales raised an incredible £821 for Great Ormond 
Street Hospital. Emilka, who is waiting for a kidney transplant 
and is a patient at the hospital, handed over the cheque to staff 
working on the Eagle Ward last week. Emilka’s mum said the 
moment was ‘very emotional’ and passed on a huge thank you 
from GOSH to everyone involved. We would also like to say 
thank you to everyone - the students who gave up their lunches 
and break times to help and parents, and students who donated 
so many cakes and sweets for the year group to sell. 

Mrs Broom and Miss Carney
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  Black History Month continues
   Year 12 Interim Tests all week
Monday 10 October  World Mental Health Day
  2.45pm Kelly Block opening ceremony
Tuesday 11 October  GCSE Geography trip to Norfolk  
  today & tomorrow
 7.00pm Year 8:Developing the Vision &  
  Essential Habits – Parents Mtg
Thursday 13 October 4.30pm Year 11 Parents Consultation Evening 

DATE TIME EVENT

On Thursday 29th September, Felicity Wilson (Year 9) and 
Mateo Jesalva (Year 13) represented the school at the inaugural 
DOWAT Young Musician of the Year competition. This 
competition featured musicians from five secondary schools 
from across the DOWAT trust and was judged by professional 
musicians. We are delighted that Mateo Jesalva stunned the 
judges with his flute performance of Ballade by Reinecke and 
he won the senior category of the competition. Felicity Wilson 
provided a beautiful performance of ‘Fear No More The Heat ‘O 
The Fun’ by Higginson and was highly commended for her pure 
and clear tone, her accurate intonation and the general high 
level of musicianship demonstrated in her performance. 

The Music department staff  
are very proud of both  
students for the maturity  
and musicality they  
demonstrated on the day.

The Music Department are 
requesting any unwanted 
musical instruments.

If you have any at home 
that you no longer use 
then please drop them into 
us, thanks

DONATIONS 
NEEDED!

CURRENT VACANCIES 
Office Manager
Click here
Administration Assistant
Click here
School Diary Coordinator
Click here

mailto:admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,office-manager_77513.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,administration-assistant_77515.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,school-diary-coordinator_77517.htm

