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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

Prayer

O God of truth and justice, we hold before you all 
those whose memory we cherish, and those whose 
names we will never know. Help us to lift our eyes 
above the torment of this broken world, and grant us 
the grace to pray for those who wish us harm. As we 
honour the past, may we put our faith in your future; 
for you are the source of life and hope, now and for 
ever. Amen.
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

Welcome back to the second half of the 
Autumn term. I hope that you had an enjoyable 
half term break and are looking forward to 
the weeks ahead. You may have noted that 
Hertfordshire has now advised all of its schools 
to wear face coverings at all time, as the 
number of cases in the county has increased. 
As you know we have been wearing face 
coverings for some time and there is no doubt 
that it has contributed to our low number of 
positive cases and consequently low number of 
student absences. We did begin to see a small 
rise in the number of cases before half term, but 
on return the numbers appear to be low once 
more.

I have a contribution below from Mr Rose, our 
Teaching and Learning lead. He and his team 
have reviewed the HEROs dispositions and 
updated them in light of our curriculum work.

“This week sees the first Learning Reviews of 
the year. This is where we ask first teachers 
and then the students to evaluate the extent 
to which student learning behaviours are 
supporting learning and progress. In keeping 
with our whole school curriculum development 
work, we have revisited the dispositions and 
attributes we think are at the centre of a 
successful approach here. What follows is a 
brief explanation of the process for you.  Click 
on this link https://youtu.be/48663RoPZkA to  
a presentation, which explains the process  
and its purposes in more detail.  
Mr Rose.”

We have also included a copy of the new 
HEROs booklet to help you understand the 
process. One of my main objectives over the 
coming year is to clarify for all parents and 
guardians, how they can access up to date 
information about their child. The virtual 
parents’ evenings that we now have stick rigidly 
to the five-minute meeting time. It is important 
therefore that our communication with you 
is ongoing and clear. This we will work on 
with you over the coming weeks. I hope that 
this work will help all families to support their 
children during what has been, and continues to 
be, a very difficult period of time for us all. With 
Remembrance Day fast approaching, we keep 
all those involved or impacted upon by conflict 
in our prayers.

Have a great weekend and God bless,  

Mr Mathew

https://youtu.be/48663RoPZkA


These headings form the acronym HERO.  
The four areas are further delineated on the next page.

Attitudes to learning
- the HEROs approach
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At The Saint John Henry Newman Catholic School, there is a 
consistent focus on the attitudes and skills required to be a 
successful learner. These drive teaching and learning in the 

school and are the ‘golden thread’ that links together all 
elements of our curriculum. In addition, by deliberately practising 

and improving in these areas, a student becomes ever more 
confident in their ability to take on each fresh challenge that 
learning brings and in contributing to the world around them 

e ectively and on their terms. This is known as self-e�cacy and 
is a key focus of the whole school’s curriculum aspirations.

The Saint John Henry Newman Catholic School is a loving 
school at the heart of the Catholic community where all 

commit to and enjoy supporting each other in the 
successful pursuit of excellence.  We work to develop the 

discernment, integrity, knowledge and self-e�cacy 
necessary to realise our God-given mission and potential, 

and so live life to the full. 
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The following capacities are used in dialogue between students, 
parents and sta� when discussing approaches to academic work, 

home-learning and engagement with the life curriculum





SIXTH FORM

It has been a busy and exciting few weeks in the Sixth Form and the students, as always, have 
enthusiastically thrown themselves into a variety of events and activities.

On Friday 15th October 
and Monday 18th 
October, The Royal Navy 
delivered interactive 
skills sessions to all of 
Year 12 and 13. The hour-
long sessions included 
a series of challenges 
to develop the skills of 
communication, teamwork, 
leadership, organisation 
and management.  The 
challenges were linked to 
scenarios that the Royal 
Navy encounter all over the 
world, including Humanitarian 
Aid, Counter-Narcotics and 
Anti-Piracy work. The team 

commented that the students 
were by far the best group 
they had worked with in a long 
time. They were incredibly 
impressed with their attitude, 
engagement and ability to 
work as part of a team.

On 21st and 22nd October, 
our Student Leadership 
Team enjoyed a retreat to 
Wymondley Woods. They 
spent the evening and 
following day planning many 
of the exciting events they 
will be leading on this year. 
The staff are especially 
excited about the staff 
pantomime taking place in 
January! 

It has been wonderful to be able to resume the leadership 
opportunities, many of which were not possible last year 
due to the bubble system. A key part of our Sixth Form 
ethos is the importance of service and a willingness to 
support others. Our students have risen to the challenge, 
and it has been fantastic to see then supporting the 
younger students in various different roles including Peer 
Assisted Learning, Year 7 Mentoring, Creativity and Voice 
Mentors and Duke of Edinburgh Leaders.  The Equality, 
Diversity and Inclusion group did a superb job raising 
awareness during Black History month and have a number 
of ideas to ensure that this remains a priority in the 
months ahead. Thirty-five students have received training 
from the Wellbeing Team. Part of their role, as Wellbeing 
Ambassadors, will be promoting wellbeing across the whole 
school and supporting younger students at lunch and break 
times. 

Lastly, Movember is underway and we are eagerly awaiting 
the appearance and growth of moustaches, and students 
taking part in the 60km challenge. 

OI week has taken place this week. 
OI stands for ‘Outside Inside’ and 
is a concept that was developed 
by the student and staff creativity 
team to encourage students to 
look beyond the specifications 
in their subject areas. We want 
to develop creative thinking and 
independence in our students as 
well as developing a passion for 
their subjects. Throughout the 
week, subject teachers introduced 
the Year 12 to a topic 
linked to their subject, 
but outside of the 
specification, to spark 
interest and get them 
thinking outside of 
the box. On Tuesday, 
students planed 
a day of activities 
and visits outside of 
school. It was great 
to see so many of 
them immerse themselves in interesting activities, which 
required them to step out of their comfort zone.  



WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Following this week’s Cross Country Trial, 
pupils who have been selected for the 
team will receive letters with information 
regarding their race time. Please make 
sure these are retuned to Miss McAree by 
Tuesday. 

FIXTURES FOR NEXT WEEK
Wednesday 10th November

Year 7 football vs St Michaels (home)  
3pm Kick off.

Thursday 11th November

Years 7-10 cross country at Fairlands Valley.  
Meet time tbc.

Friday 12th November

Year 7 & 8 rugby tournament at Hitchin Boys 
School. Meet at 1:15pm. 

GYM AN DANCE DISPLAY 2021 
- IT’S NEARLY TIME!!!
It is vital that you now attend all rehearsals in the run up to the Gym and Dance display. A reminder 
that year 7 rehearsal is on a Thursday after school and at lunch time. Irish dance is on a Tuesday 
after school and year 8 is after school on a Wednesday.  All rehearsals will finish at 4:15pm.

Tickets for this event will go on sale shortly via ParentPay.

If you auditioned separately as a soloist or small group, you must attend a rehearsal on Thursday 
18th November in the dance studio. This to show your completed dance and to hand in your music. 
Please ensure this is cut, on a memory stick (this will be returned to you) and does not contain any 
inappropriate language.  You will also need to know what costumes you will be wearing and what 
lighting you would prefer.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me,

Mrs Tembey



SAVE THE DATE!!
The JHN Careers fair will take place on  
30th November between 6pm-9pm.

Year 10 and 11 pupils are welcome  
between 6-7.30pm

Year 12 and 13 pupils are welcome  
between 7.30-9pm

Exhibitors include the following

Airbus, Amazing Apprenticeships,  Fashion, 
Broadcast TV, Engineering, Careers in Sport, 
Psychology, Physiotherapy, Teaching,  NHS 
Nursing, Law, Schroders Investments, Pharmacy 
, Careers in construction including Architecture 
and Design, Banking, Local government roles 
including the Fire service, Ambulance service, 
Police service, Royal Navy, Engineering, Flying,  
Careers in Medical Trials, Local Universities, 
Graduates from Leeds, Birmingham and London 
Universities etc.

THIS WEEKS DATES FOR PARENTS
Month of Remembrance continues

Month of Movember continues

Inter-Faith Week

Global Entrepreneurship Week

Year 11 Mock Exams and GCSE resits all week in Sports Hall

Monday 8th Nov 
Periods 1/2/3/5

2.30pm

On The Ball talks to Year 10 Boys in the Coffee Shop

Year 12 PSHCE in the School Hall – Apprenticeships

Wednesday 10th Nov
2.30pm

7.00pm

Parliament consultation on new build in School Hall

VIRTUAL GCSE Support Meeting for PE

Thursday 11th Nov
10.30am

 
6.00pm

7.00pm

Armistice Day

Remembrance Service in the Quadrangle

Sixth Formers only in school periods 1-4

Sixth Form Open Evening

Year 10 Parents Support Evening - Virtual

Friday 12th Nov 7.00pm Year 7 Christmas Disco

DO YOU HAVE ANY 
UNWANTED MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS?
If you have any unwanted musical 
instruments or musical equipment at 
home, the Music department will happily 
take these off of your hands. As we 
are remodelling our music curriculum, 
we are keen to give as many practical 
performance opportunities as possible 
to our pupils and so we will make sure 
these are put to good use. 

Please get in touch with Mrs Evetts, 
Subject Leader of Music by emailing her: 
evettsc@jhn.herts.sch.uk

NOTICES

Our Winter Pod Games runs from 1st 
November 2021 to 28th February 2022 
and is based on the average number 
of Pods watched by students in your 
school or college. Remember, the Pod 
Games are completely inclusive as part 
of your subscription and if you join after 
the 1st of November your usage will be 
automatically back dated so you can join 
any time and still win!

https://members.gcsepod.com/login/

mailto:evettsc@jhn.herts.sch.uk
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As parents we have a duty to safeguard our 
children, and it is a duty we know you take 
seriously.  It’s not easy though; there are so 
many more challenges for young people 
nowadays than when most of the school’s 
parents were that age.  One major area to 
consider is online safety, and increasingly we 
are seeing technology playing a role in many 
safeguarding and wellbeing issues.

It is difficult, perhaps impossible, to completely 
protect your children from risks online – we 
tend to talk about ‘safer’ rather than ‘safe’ 
internet use.  Online Safety forms a part of our 
curriculum in PSHCE and IT/Computer Science, 
but it is important that you, as parents, do 
what you can do to reduce the chance of your 
children being harmed online.

With this in mind, we have an Online Safety 
section on our school website, with links to 

lots of advice for parents.  This week we would 
like to direct your attention to a section on 
Parental Controls, which is a daunting area 
for a lot of parents – not knowing where to 
start is a common problem.  This section give 
links to advice on setting up filters to prevent 
age inappropriate content being accessed 
on devices in your home.  Here are the links 
provided on our website:

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/
parents-and-carers/parental-controls-offered-
your-home-internet-provider

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-
centre/parents-and-carers/safety-tools-social-
networks-and-other-online-services

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-
controls/

mailto:admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk
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