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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
STUDENTS

SHINE

As I explained in last week’s newsletter, we 
are facing a number of strike days over the 
coming weeks. This action is being taken by the 
National Education Union (NEU), and it should 
be made clear that it is not action that is being 
taken against our students, for whom all our 
staff work so diligently and professionally, but 
is as a result of their dissatisfaction with the 
state of the educational provision provided 
nationally. The first of the NEU strike days is 
next Wednesday 1st February 2023. 

I commented last week that approximately half 
of our teaching staff are members of the NEU 
and so it is clear that the impact on our school 
is likely to be significant. Having reviewed 
the situation, it is impossible for me to open 
the school to students, with the likelihood of 
so many staff being absent from the site on 
strike action days as I cannot guarantee the 
health and safety of the students Fortunately, 
we do have a very efficient remote learning 
provision, which we will utilise during this 
period of disruption. Therefore, on Wednesday 
1st February, remote lessons will be delivered to 
students from staff who are not striking.  
As I am not aware of who will be striking on 
the day, it is impossible for me to predict how 
many lessons your son/daughter will receive 
during the course of the day. I anticipate that it 
may be 2/3 lessons during the day,   

but could vary from 0-5 lessons, depending on 
which teachers your son/daughter has on the 
day and to which union those teachers belong.

We did investigate the possibility of asking 
Year 11 students to come into school, but on 
investigation the probable number of lessons 
that would take placewas 2/3 spread across the 
day, which would create considerable problems 
in terms of student supervision during the 
day. I believe that these students would also 
have a much better experience being at home, 
receiving remote lessons from the teachers 
available, and using the additional time to revise 
for the fast-approaching mock examinations. 

We will make direct contact with a 
small number of families in very specific 
circumstances, who will be given the option of 
sending their son/daughter into school. 

We will no doubt learn a great deal as this 
process develops, and how we can refine our 
provision after the 1st February. For future 
reference and planning the other days that will 
affect our school are:

• Wednesday 1st March

• Wednesday 15th March

• Thursday 16th March

Top Comprehensive and 
partially selective schools

th th

Top State Secondary
including private schools



On a less complicated and happier note, this 
Friday and Saturday marks the start of our 
KiSS fund raising activities with our two Jazz 
Nights. The event has been moved from 
the school hall to the sports hall, and the 
set looks amazing! I am sure that it will be a 
wonderful evening.

My thanks for your continued support during 
these difficult times; I ask that you keep our 
school in your thoughts and prayers.

God bless and have a wonderful weekend,

Mr C Mathew

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

Spirit of wisdom and understanding, enlighten our 
minds to perceive the mysteries of the universe in 
relation to eternity. Spirit of right judgment and 
courage, guide us and make us firm in our baptismal 
decision to follow Jesus’ way of love. Spirit of 
knowledge and reverence, help us to see the lasting 
value of justice and mercy in our everyday dealings 
with one another. May we respect life as we work to 
solve problems of family and nation, economy and 
ecology. Spirit of God, spark our faith, hope and love 
into new action each day. Fill our lives with wonder 
and awe in your presence which penetrates all 
creation. Amen.
St John Henry Newman, pray for us.

Amen.

Rehearsals for Jazz night



HEALTH & WELLBEING 

(with thanks, once again, to Andrew Hall of Safeguarding for Schools)

Most of our children own devices which allow both unfettered access to the internet and expose 
them to voice chat, text chat and photo sharing with complete strangers. This year presents 
an acceleration of vulnerability window as Virtual Realilty headsets, connected to Facebook’s 
Metaverse, have been released onto the marketplace.  The Metaverse seeks to link users to the 
internet as a Virtual Entity through the use of Virtual Reality Headsets.  This amplifies the danger 
children are exposed to online, and as parents it is important to understand what it is your 
children are using and how to reduce the risks.  To help you understand this new, fast changing 
issue the NSPCC has published a guide to both the Metaverse and VR headsets. To find out more 
please follow the link: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2022/christmas-vr-safety-advice-for-parents-
metaverse/

SAFEGUARDING - CHILD SAFETY AND THE METAVERSE 

Workshops for Parents at all Stevenage MHST Educational Settings

EBSA (Emotion Based School 
Avoidance)

Understanding and Improving 
Your Child's Sleep

Understanding my 
Teenager's Brain

Tuesday 31st January

17:30 – 18:30

Wednesday 8th March

13:30-14:30

Monday 20th March

10:00-11:00
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/emotion-

based-school-avoidance-ebsa-parentscarers-
tickets-503584022367

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/underst
anding-and-improving-your-childs-

sleep-parentscarers-tickets-
503601414387

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/understan
ding-my-teenagers-brain-parentscarers-

tickets-503606960977

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2022/christmas-vr-safety-advice-for-parents-metaverse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2022/christmas-vr-safety-advice-for-parents-metaverse/




Netball 

On Wednesday evening the year 8 netball team played 
some superb netball in the rain and cold. Their first 
game was against KJAR and they narrowly lost out 
by 1 goal, losing 11-12. The team then played St Francis 
and beat them 12-3, well done to Amelie Howard, Freya 
Thornhill and Jess Smith for their amazing shooting and 
working together in attack. 

Basketball

On Wednesday the 
under-15 basketball team played against Highfield. A win would 
secure a good position in the league and push them closer to the 
district final. It was Highfield that started strongly, finishing well 
underneath the basket. They led 9-2 after the first quarter. JHN 
showed great fighting spirit in the second quarter to return the 
score to 15-15. A fine second quarter performance by Russell Villas, 
who showed great composure with his drives to the hoop. The 
third quarter, Highfield regained an early advantage, however, JHN 
clawed it back right at the end to leave the scores 25-25 going into 
the final quarter. With all to play for, it was JHN who secured the 
win with a quick-fire start. A clutch 3 point shot by Dyhan Battung 
in the first few minutes really eased the nerves for JHN. Jarred 
Torres helped slow the game down at the end to halt any further 
pressure from Highfield. A strong overall defensive performance 
from Dylan Corporal made sure Highfield finished a low scoring 
quarter for them. 

The game finished 32-27 to JHN. A great performance. 

Hockey

Hockey club is on for boys and girls from year 7-10 on Wednesday 
after school from 3:15 to 4:15. Please bring shin pads and gum shield 
along with your PE kit. If you want to bring your stick in please do. 
If you do not have one, the school can provide you with one. 

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS  

Swimming 

Congratulations to all of 
our wonderful swimmers 
who participated in last 
night’s gala. Full results 
will be in next week’s 
newsletter.

Girls Football Upcoming 
Fixtures: 

U16 County Cup rescheduled 
due to frozen pitch to 
Thursday 2nd Feb

U12, U14 & U16 District Futsal 
Monday 6th February 

U14 County Cup rescheduled 
due to frozen pitch to 
Tuesday 7th Feb

Y10 League 7-a-side vs 
King James Academy 22nd 
February 

Football

Congratulations to the Year 9 Girls 
football team who, in horrendous 
conditions, won’t 3-1 and 6-0 
this week. A solid disciplined 
performance from all involved 
with some exceptional team 
goals scored. We look forward to 
transferring this into our fixtures in 
the coming weeks. Well done girls. 
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Cor Ad Cor Loquitur • Heart Speaks unto Heart

NOTICES

IS YOUR CHILD MISSING 
THEIR COAT?
We still have a large number of coats that 
have not been claimed since last year. If 
your child’s coat is missing, please ask 
them to have a look on the coat rail which 
is situated next to the lost property on the 
back corridor by the nurses office.

Anything unclaimed by the beginning of half 
term will be given to this worthwhile charity.

YEAR 11

SAVE THE DATE! 
Friday 30th June 2023 

from 7pm-10.30pm

in the sports hall @ school

mailto:admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk


INTERVENTION SESSIONS
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3:10PMENGLISH

ENGLISH AS 
TUTOR

3:10PM

3:10PM

3:10PM

ROOM 31

ART & 
GRAPHICS KELLY BLOCK

3:10PMCHILD 
DEVELOPMENT ROOM 25

THURSDAYMONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

MATHS  3:10PM

KELLY BLOCK

GEOGRAPHY 3:10PM

ROOM 44 

ROOM 65

COMPUTER 
SCIENCE 

COMPUTER 
SCIENCE 

SCIENCE 

SPANISH
ROOM 67FRENCH

3:10PM

ROOM 64
SPANISH

3:10PM

ROOM 25

ROOM 25

3:10PM

ROOM  26
3:10PM

RE
ROOM 60

3:10PM

DT LUNCH 3
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DT LUNCH 3
ROOM 50

DT LUNCH 3

ROOM 50

DRAMA
DRAMA STUDIO

Drop in and Intervention

DT LUNCH 3
ROOM 50

WEEK A

BIOLOGY 3:10PM

ROOM 57

SOCIOLOGY 2:30-3:30PM

ROOM 12B

ART
3:10PMOpen studios - Y12&13

KELLY BLOCKART

3:10PMOpen studios - Y12&13

KELLY BLOCKART

3:10PMOpen studios - Y12&13

KELLY BLOCKART

3:10PM

3:10PM

Open studios - Y12&13

KELLY BLOCK

YEAR 13

GCSE

HISTORY
ROOM 6

3:10PM


