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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

I start by thanking you all for your positive and 
swift response to our changes in Covid safety 
precautions in the last week. Your support and 
cooperation are greatly appreciated as we strive 
to ensure that our school is as safe a place as 
possible in the current circumstances. I have 
no doubt that we will encounter additional 
challenges in the coming months as we move 
through Autumn and into Winter. The number  
of confirmed or suspected Covid cases in 
schools nationally exceeded 100,000 last week, 
which I think is a concern for us all. For this 
reason, it is vital that students continue to test 
twice weekly at home and that they stay at 
home if they exhibit any of the Covid symptoms. 
In the event of symptoms, students should order 
and attend a PCR test, waiting at home until 
they receive the results.

Our plans for the next week are contained 
below. You will note that we have moved the 
intended Year 11 Parents Support Evening to 
the next week, and it will now also be a virtual 
presentation to enable all families to access the 
information. I hope that you find it both helpful 
and supportive.

Our plans for Open Evening have been scaled 
down in the circumstances, but the evening is 
still in person and we do ask that you encourage 
friends and family who may interested in our 
school to attend. We have made a number 
of changes to greatly increase space and so 
reduce the possibility of Covid transmission.  

A reminder that with Open Evening taking place 
next week, school will close at 12:25 on Thursday 
and Friday 1st October  will be an Inset Day 
for staff. This means that we are closed to all 
students. I will also be in a position next week 
to update you on the timing of the additional 
bank holiday that the government has allocated 
to schools. This is to mark the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee that takes place in June 2022. Schools 
have been the freedom to use this additional 
holiday at any time in the academic year. I will 
give you the date next week.

A prayer for the start of your day

Be, Lord Jesus, a bright flame before me,
A guiding star above me,
A smooth path below me, 
A kindly shepherd behind me:
Today, tonight and forever. Amen
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.



THE CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL

In order for us to get the most useful spread of items we are getting each year group to 
try to donate particular things:

• Year 7: Toiletries (Toilet roll, toothpaste, toothbrushes, sanitary items, wet wipes, 
deodorant, shampoo, conditioner and shower gel)

• Year 8: Snacks (Crisps, chocolate bars, sweets, biscuits and cereal bars)

• Year 9: Drinks (Squash, bottled water, tea bags, instant coffee, hot chocolate, sugar)

• Year 10: Jar Items (Pasta sauces, pesto, jam, marmalade, honey, cooking oil)

• Year 11: Tinned Items (Baked beans, spaghetti, soup, tuna, tinned puddings)

•  Sixth Form: Tinned Items (Baked beans, spaghetti, soup, tuna, tinned puddings)

Harvest is a time to give thanks for the food and good things 
that God provides. We at The Saint John Henry Newman 
School would love to come together to celebrate Harvest. It 
helps us to remember that not everyone has as much as we do 
and challenges us to be generous to others. It also reminds us 
of God’s faithfulness in continuing to provide for us.

As you are all aware the last 18 months have been particularly difficult and challenging 
for all of us, particularly the poor and vulnerable in our community. Within our St John 
Henry Newman community we have always shown compassion and kindness to others. 
With this in mind we would like to ask for your continued support in donating items that 
will help the less fortunate. There will be donation boxes around the school where you 
can leave your donation. The collection dates are from Monday 27th September until 
Thursday 30th September.

Thank you for your continued support,

The Catholic Life of The School Team



WHAT IS THE EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES? 
The European Day of Languages is a celebration of the amazing number and variety of languages 
spoken across Europe. Schools and organisations mark the event every year with a European 
languages day to promote language learning and to celebrate the linguistic and cultural diversity 
of Europe.

Fun Facts about European Languages:

• There are more than 225 languages spoken in Europe, representing around 3% of the world’s 
total languages. 

• If you only count native speakers, Russian is the most spoken language in Europe. However, 
English comes out on top if you include second-language speakers. 

• Languages are sometimes related to each other if they come from similar roots. These are 
known as ‘language families’. The three main language families in Europe are Germanic, 
Romance and Slavic. 

• Most European languages use the Latin alphabet and some Slavic languages use the Cyrillic 
alphabet. Armenian, Georgian, Greek and Yiddish have their own alphabet. 

• London is the most linguistically diverse city in the world, as over 250 languages are spoken 
there. 

How many languages are spoken in Europe? 

The European Union has 24 official languages, these are; Bulgarian, Czech, Croatian, Danish, Dutch, 
English, Estonian, Finnish, French, German, Greek, Hungarian, Italian, Irish, Latvian, Lithuanian, 
Maltese, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian, Slovak, Slovene, Spanish and Swedish. However, there are 
many, many more languages spoken in Europe that aren’t official languages of the EU, such as 
Luxembourgish. It’s estimated that there are over 225 languages spoken altogether. That leaves 
you an awful lot to choose from when it comes to picking what to research on your European 
languages day of learning! 

How will we be celebrating the European Day of languages at JHN?

We will be having a reflection during form to help us better 
appreciate the diversity of cultures in Europe and celebrate our 
similarities and differences. The prayer will be delivered in  
Spanish and French.

To celebrate the diversity of languages within Europe, Dolce will 
be preparing meals from different countries. Why not use this as 
an opportunity to try something different?

Why not try out the secret agent’s language app 2021 designed  
to celebrate the European Day of Languages 2021.

https://edl.ecml.at/Activities/Languagechallengeapp/tabid/3225/
Default.aspx

https://edl.ecml.at/Activities/Languagechallengeapp/tabid/3225/Default.aspx
https://edl.ecml.at/Activities/Languagechallengeapp/tabid/3225/Default.aspx


Congratulations to Deegan Stone who 
this summer was a key part of the Bedford 
Blackhawks youth American Football team 
which won the 2021 under 16 Midlands B division. 
Deegan has been a key member of the defence 
and has been a great student of the game.  
This is a fantastic achievement and we look 
forward to what happens next!!

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

IRISH DANCE REHEARSAL 

If you are an Irish dancer and would like to 
be involved in the Gym and Dance display 
on Friday 26th November 2021 you must 
please attend a rehearsal on Tuesday 
28th September 3:15-4:15pm in the dance 
studio. This will be a heavy shoe piece.  
If you cannot attend, please see Mrs.
Tembey before this rehearsal.We have launched a new 

app, Edulink One, that 
allows you to stay up to 
date with all of your son/
daughter’s information 
and what is happening 
in school. This includes 
timetables, rewards 
and sanctions, after 
school clubs, contact 
information, attendance, 
exams information and 
communications from 
school. Please go to app 
store or google play 
to download the app – 
Edulink One. You should 
have received an email 
to allow you to set up 
an account. We hope to 
move most services to 
this app over the next few 
years so please ensure 
you have downloaded 
it. Thanks for the uptake 
already as over a third of 
parents have activated 
their accounts since 
Monday.

https://www.overnetdata.
com/parent-overview/

The SOHK program begins on Tuesday 28th September. This 
is a personal development programme that uses the vehicle of 
Rugby to instil core values and life skills. A group of 25 boys 
from Years 9 & 10 will be involved. The program runs every 
Tuesday P1&2. Emily Drackford is the link member of staff who 
will liaise with the students teachers regarding missed lessons. 
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CURRENT JOB VACANCIES:
Click here for more information
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