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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

A prayer of gratitude

Dear Lord, we are extremely grateful for all of your 
blessings in our lives.  We pray that you will remind 
us of just how blessed we are and that you will never 
allow us to forget to show our gratitude in prayer and 
returned acts of kindness. 
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us..

As we come to the end of this first half term 
of the academic year, we should reflect on 
a number of successes, not least that we 
have remained fully open for the whole 
duration. My thanks to every one of you for 
your understanding and support for us in 
implementing the necessary Covid restrictions 
to keep everyone safe. The re-introduction of 
face coverings has had a significant impact on 
the number of cases in school, remaining well 
below twenty for the bulk of this time. The 
number of cases is, unfortunately, rising at the 
moment in line with the national trend, and as 
a result we have re-introduced some in-school 
testing to ensure that any new cases can be 
picked up as quickly as possible. We will watch 
with interest the advice from Government 
and review our situation as we enter the more 
difficult months of winter.

As you are aware, the planned vaccination 
programme for our students did not run as 
smoothly as we would have wished. I can 
confirm that the NHS Vaccination team have 
been in contact with us and assured us that 
they will return in November to complete the 
programme of vaccinations for our students. 
I will notify you of the date and of the 
arrangements for the day as soon as they are 
shared with us. 

We were recently awarded the Bronze Award 
for Young Carers and I will be meeting with 
my team to ensure that we are in a position to 
receive the Gold Award as soon as is possible. 
Our Wellbeing provision continues to grow, 
spurred on by our Wellbeing kitemark, and we 
have worked closely with our students over the 
last seven weeks to ensure that all are aware of, 
and have access to, our support programmes. 
It must be said that there is still a clear need 
for this provision in light of the impact of the 
pandemic and, probably even more importantly, 
the growing issues relating to social media 
and its use. This is a national problem and is 
unfortunately one that is not likely to improve in 
the coming years.

We have taken the opportunities presented to 
celebrate the return to school. This has been 
done via masses, assemblies, charity events, 
our Feast Day and the recognition of student 
successes with Newman points and reward 
postcards. I must comment on the large 
number of you who have recommended the 
Edulink One app to other families. It notifies 
you whenever your child receives a Newman 
Point and gives you access to your child’s 
data instantly. We are currently reviewing our 
methods of communicating with parents and 
guardians. We have this weekly newsletter, 
parentmail, Twitter, email, parent support 
evenings and parent consultation evenings, but 
are aware that not every family has the ability 
to take access these platforms easily. We are 
taking steps to ensure that we can identify 
and contact any parents and guardians who 
are experiencing this difficulty. We have, for 
example, identified where this has been an issue 
for our Year 11 families during the last parents’ 
evening and my Senior Leadership Team will be 
contacting those families directly to pass on the 
necessary information and support.

We look forward to the remainder of the 
Autumn Term, always one of the most 
enjoyable, with the arrival of Advent, our 
Presentation Evening, Christmas Dinner and 
Christmas Concert to name just a few of the 
upcoming events.

A reminder to all students, please continue 
to home test over the holiday period and 
especially on the Sunday before the return to 
school.

I wish you all an enjoyable and well deserved 
half term break. I thank you for your continued 
support and prayers; they are gratefully 
received and appreciated.

Have a great half term break and a good rest. 
God bless,  

Mr Mathew

STOP PRESS
I am pleased to announce that the 
Governing Board of the School have 
requested that I implement a change to the 
school uniform for girls, with the addition 
of trousers. The style and colour of the 
trousers will be discussed with student 
representatives after the half term break, 
and we anticipate that the trousers will be 
available very soon after that meeting.



YEAR 12 

Computer Science – Students have started by 
learning about the CPU. Students have learnt 
in depth about a range of registers on a CPU, 
their purpose and the effect on them during 
a fetch, decode, execute cycle. They have 
also looked at a range of input, output and 
storage devices used by a computer. As well 
as this students have studied different CPU 
architectures and instruction sets used. More 
recently we have started to look at how to 
use a range of different data structures when 
coding. These include 1D, 2D and 3D arrays, 
Tuples, Records, Stacks and Queues. Students 
have completed a series of programming tasks 
to make use of each of these. Moving forward 
students will now look at Boolean Algebra 
and the use of Karnaugh maps to simplify 
expressions and how data is represented in a 
computer, including how to represent negative 
numbers in binary. 

YEAR 13 

Computer Science – The year so far has 
been a mixture of giving time to students to 
work on their project and also learning about 
complex data structures, their characteristics 
and how to use them when developing 
algorithms. Students have been given their 
Friday lessons to work on their projects and 
get support. However after half term these 
will revert back to normal lessons. Students 
have until after the Christmas holidays to 
complete their project. There is after school 
support available for this on a Monday and 
Thursday. In other lessons we have been 
revising the Year 12 data structures of 1D, 2D 
and 3D arrays, Tuples, Records, Stacks and 
Queues and then also learning about linked 
lists, graphs, trees and hash tables. This has 
been a very challenging unit but students 
have worked very hard. It is important as we 
move forward that students are working hard 
outside of lesson time and making the most 
of the fantastic resources available at A Level, 
including the Craig N Dave you tube channel 
and Issac Computer Science website. 

COMPUTER SCIENCE

YEAR 8 

Students have started Computer Science 
lessons in school this year for the first time at 
JHN. They have spent time working on how 
to effectively use the resources available to 
them on the school computers. The purpose 
of the first unit of work is to help them across 
subjects and not just in Computer Science. We 
have looked at how to set up folder structures 
and save work in a suitable location and with a 
suitable name. We have spent time looking at 
how to send professional e mails and also how 
to present reports in a suitable way including 
adding headers/ footers, alignment of text etc. 
For homework students have been following 
a set of videos to show them how to create 
an interactive multimedia presentation. The 
purpose of this is again to help them improve 
the work they produce in other subject areas. 

Students will now move onto a unit which 
introduces them to sequence, selection and 
iteration within computer programming. They 
will make use of BBC Micro bits and will build 
code to perform a series of tasks using the 
device. This starts as simple as displaying 
their name but leads to complex tasks where 
students use Bluetooth to allow the devices 
to communicate. For homework students will 
again be developing their digital literacy skills 
by following a series of videos to show them 
how to build formulas and create graphs using 
Microsoft Excel. 

YEAR 9
Students have been back in computer rooms 
this year and this has really enabled us to get 
back to normal in Computer Science. Students 
have learnt about key computational thinking 
concepts including abstraction, decomposition, 
pattern recognition and building algorithms. 
They have particularly enjoyed using lightbot.lu 
in lessons to help with this and any spare time at 
home would be well used progressing through 
the levels. Students have then learnt about some 
key logic gates used in circuits. They learnt how 
to draw and the rules around an AND, OR and 
NOT gates. They learnt how to create truth 
tables to display the possible outcomes for each 
and how to combine the gates to create multi 
layer circuit diagrams. Finally students have 
been learning some common algorithms used in 
Computer Science. These include linear search, 
binary search and bubble sort. Students should 
be able to explain the main steps involved in each 
algorithm. After half term students revisit using 
the Micro bits but this time will use them to build 
complex algorithms, to build an electronic circuit 
to light up LED’s and to control a robot around a 
track. Therefore it should be a very engaged and 
interesting half term. 

YEAR 11 
GCSE Computer Science: Students have started 
Component 2. This will assessed in Paper 2 in the 
final exam. Students have started by learning about 
the key computational thinking concepts including 
abstraction, decomposition, pattern recognition and 
algorithmic thinking. They have learnt multiple ways 
to represent algorithms and computer programs 
including using structure diagrams, pseudocode, 
flow charts and Python. Recently students have 
been learning in depth about some key algorithms 
including linear search, binary search, merge sort, 
insertion sort and bubble sort. After half term 
students will now revisit many of the programming 
techniques they learnt in year 9 and work on 
building algorithms using these. 

Creative iMedia – In lessons students have been 
completed their first unit of work. Students will 
be moving on to R087 after half term and this will 
require them to develop an interactive multimedia 
presentation. This should be fun for students 
but will also require them learning a lot of new 
techniques such as how to add internal and external 
hyperlinks, develop a quiz using Visual Basic and 
ensuring they add suitable videos, animation and 
videos. It is essential that when students are given 
their deadlines for this unit that they are met so that 
we can complete the course on time. 

YEAR 10 

GCSE Computer Science: During this 
half term students have started the 
theory for Component 1 of the course. 
In the final GCSE there are 2 main 
papers which link to Component 1: 
Computer Systems and Component 
2: Programming techniques. Students 
have learnt about the CPU, the 
registers on it, their purpose and what 
happens during a Fetch, Decode, 
Execute cycle. They have also looked 
at different types of storage including 
examples of primary and secondary 
storage. Students have learn the key 
characteristics of each and should 
be able to select a suitable storage 
device for a given scenario. We are 
now looking at how binary is used to 
represent number, characters, images 
and sound inside computers. Students 
are given algorithm based homeworks 
each week. It is very important that 
these are completed well as these are 
aimed to build upon the programming 
work completed in Year 9 and is always 
an area that students find difficult. 



BUSINESS

UNIFROG PRESENTATION 
UPDATE
Firstly, our year 13 A Level pupils have recently 
had a presentation and Q&A session with 
Alex the Co-Founder of Unifrog. Unifrog is a 
platform that helps students find their futures; 
it brings all their available information into one 
single, impartial, user-friendly platform that 
helps students to make their best choices, and 
submits the strongest applications to help with 
their futures. This was an exciting opportunity 
for the pupils to hear Alex’s journey while 
setting up his business and the many challenges 
that were faced. This was followed by an 
interactive session where the pupils were able 
to ask questions regarding his journey.  

BUSINESS TWITTER AND 
CAREERS
Over the coming weeks the business 
department will be sharing with students career 
ideas that link to the topics we will have been 
covering in lesson.  We hope this will give our 
students some ideas of future careers linked to 
the topics we have been learning the theory for 
and allow them to think about further education 
courses they would need to reach that career 
goal!

If you would like to keep up to date with all the 
Business News please follow our Twitter page  
@businessjhn!

We warmly welcome you to the Business Department! We want to take this opportunity to share 
with you some of the exciting work we have accomplished since September.



There have been some exciting developments 
in the work of the Equality, Diversity and 
Inclusion groups across the school, not least 
in student leadership, with members of the 
Sixth Form volunteering to be part of both a 
Student Justice and Peace and a Student EDI 
group. This is part of their Service programme 
in both Years 12 and 13. Mrs Ronayne is working 
to establish a SJHN Youth Saint Vincent 
de Paul group and has met with Stevenage 
representatives for support. We hope that they 
will be able to lead in the coordination of our 
Advent appeal as well as support more widely 
across the community. Mrs Owusu has been 
coordinating the Student EDI group, working 
on raising awareness of Black History Month. 
Initiatives have included a Black History timeline 
in the main corridor accompanied by a SMHW 
quiz, and students leading two BHM assemblies 
at the end of the half term. Equality, Diversity 
and Inclusion will remain a high priority for the 
Catholic Life Team and these student groups as 
we move throughout the year.

The new Ethos and Awareness calendar is live 
on the school calendar and is underpinning 
much of the new Life Curriculum across the 
school, as well as our daily prayer and collective 
acts of worship. Along with SMHW activities, 
there has been a coordinated focus on these 
awareness days in pastoral time through daily 
prayer, drawing together the ‘why’ of what 
we do as a Catholic community. Year group 
assemblies are also following the new ethos 
calendar, with some Learning Coordinators 
focusing on the weekly Catholic Social Teaching 
themes within the daily prayer resources; others 
are choosing to highlight other significant 
days and events, such as Mrs Broom’s Year 10 
assembly on prejudice and discrimination during 
Black History Month. It is great to see students 
leading collective worship across the school.

Our staff INSET on Thursday 30th September 
had a strong EDI focus in preparation for 
the Saint John Henry Newman Feast Day 
celebrations on Monday 11th October. Firstly, 
staff gathered in year teams to review the 
existing Code of Conduct, providing insight and 
reflection on the purpose and language of the 
statements. Following this staff re-formed in 
their Saint teams to learn more about our new, 
diverse and more representative House Saints, 
in preparation for the Feast Day session with 
the students. 

The EDI Working Party itself is about to 
resume its meetings and members have been 
in communication about intended work this 
academic year. A ‘thank you’ must go to Mrs 
Gallagher, who is taking a step back from the 
group and a warm welcome is extended to Mrs 
Owusu, Mr Medina and Mrs Crump, who will 
be our new staff additions to the team. Invites 

to the meeting have also been extended to 
members of the new Year 12 and 13 Student 
EDI group. We look forward to the first meeting 
shortly after the half term break.

Much EDI work is already  underway this year. In 
addition to the above, the school was successful 
in its application to be part of the Herts For 
Learning ‘Great Representation’ programme; 
one of only 24 schools selected from across 
all Hertfordshire. The programme consists of a 
number of Anti-Racism seminars, workshops 
and speakers and working in small ‘hub groups’ 
with other schools, to develop and observe 
good practice. By the end of the programme 
we plan to have our own anti-racism case study 
published as part of the ‘Great Representation’ 
publication. 

Despite how busy the team has been within 
school, we have been reaching out to the 
community around us. Our hugely successful 
Harvest Appeal donations were delivered to 
local charity Feed Up Warm Up who work with 
the homeless and disadvantaged in this area 
of Hertfordshire. A mini-bus full of generously 
donated items was driven by Barry from the 
Premises Team to their Stevenage drop off. It 
was so rewarding to see on social media how 
much of a difference our donations will make 
to all families and individuals in the local area, 
regardless of their race, gender, faith or other 
protected characteristic. 

The EDI work will continue throughout the 
academic year and I look forward to updating 
you all on how it progresses next term. 

EDI UPDATE



WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Football

Last week we had year 10 boys football 
County cup vs JFK school.

After 15 mins JHN went 1-0 down - 
conceding due to poor defending and 
despite being on top generally. The team 
then showed their determination and grit 
to bring it back to 1-1 and then they went 
2-1 up before half time. The goals came 
from Sonny Gardner and James Kosky. 
Once the second half began, the boys 
continued to take charge of the game by 
playing some great possession football. A 
second goal from James Kosky made it 3-1, 
and, at this point the JFK team heads went 
down which allowed us to stay on top. The 
team continued to apply pressure and JHN 
were rewarded with a 4th goal from Lenny 
Georgiou who scored from outside the 
area. Players’ player goes to James Kosky 
for his two goals and 1 assist - well done to 
everyone involved.

Calling all Cross-country runners:

The secondary schools’ cross-country championships will 
be held this year on Thursday 11th November at Fairlands 
Valley Park, Stevenage. (Timings to be confirmed).

If your son/ daughter would like to be considered for this 
event then they must attend a trial on Wednesday 3rd 
November at 3:15pm - 4pm.  This will take place on the 
school field - please wear appropriate footwear for this! 
The selected pupils will be made aware the following day 
in school.

If you have any questions regarding this, please do not 
hesitate to contact Mrs Tembey

Saracens Mavericks Futures 
Netball Academy 

Congratulations to year 10 Rosa 
Temple who has secured a place 
at Saracens Mavericks Futures 
Netball Academy; this is a great 
achievement and the school is 
extremely proud of Rosa for 
being part of an elite pathway 
in netball. Good luck and enjoy 
your season! 

Golf

Edward Bye, Oliver Callaghan 
and Liam Stokes all 
represented JHN in the Herts 
Schools Team Championship 
held at Essendon Golf 
and Country club. A great 
experience for all three boys 
to be competing in such a high 
level of golf. They finished 
8th out of the 30 schools that 
competed.

Rugby

We are looking for rugby players and aspiring 
rugby players to be part of a team that will play 
on the 12th November in the North Herts district 
festival. You do not need any rugby experience. 
Please come to training if you wish to be part of 
the team.

Basketball

Year 7 and 8 basketball training will take place 
on the first Friday back after half term. More 
information will  be released then regarding when 
basketball extra-curricular sessions will be run 
along with basketball fixtures.

FIXTURES FOR AFTER HALF TERM
Wednesday 3rd November  

Year 9 rugby vs Thomas Alleyne’s Academy 
(away)

Thursday 4th November 

Year 8 football vs Marriots (away)



Why?

Men’s health is in crisis. Men are dying on average 5 years earlier than women, and for largely 
preventable reasons.

A growing number of men – around 10.8M globally – are facing life with a prostate cancer 
diagnosis. Globally, testicular cancer is the most common cancer among young men. And across 
the world, one man dies by suicide every minute of every day, with males accounting for 75% of all 
suicides.

Movember is uniquely placed to address this crisis on a global scale. They fund groundbreaking 
projects all over the world, engaging men where they are to understand what works best and 
accelerate change.

How can you get involved?

At JHN we will be running educational workshops, 
assemblies, reflections and peer mentoring sessions. We will 
be encouraging our sixth formers and staff to grow a mo and 
we will be tracking their progress!

As a family you too can get fully involved by:

Growing a mo and sending us your progress photos to share 
on the school twitter page with a #Movember.

Making a move by running or walking 60 km for the 60 men 
we lose to suicide each hour, every hour across the world. 
You don’t have to be an ultra-athlete, or own the latest kicks. 
Move is simpler than that. 1. Put one foot in front of the other, 
and you’ve already made a start.

2. CHIP AWAY YOUR WAY Hit it fast. Take it slow. Run solo. 
Join a team. Go outside. Or jump on the treadmill.

More details will follow about our 60km challenge and 
fundraising opportunities. In the meantime, click on https://
uk.movember.com/ to find out more about this amazing 
movement.

MO
FACTS

THE LEADING CHARITY 
CHANGING THE FACE  
OF MEN’S HEALTH
On a global scale, Movember 
is addressing some of the 
biggest health issues faced 
by men: prostate cancer, 
testicular cancer, mental 
health and suicide prevention. 

THE FACTS 

1 IN 8 
UK men will be diagnosed 
with prostate cancer in  
their lifetime.

YOUNG MEN 
Testicular cancer is the  
most common cancer in 
young men.

3 OUT OF 4 
suicides are men.

For 30 days in the month formerly known 
as November, Mo Bros and Mo Sisters rally 
to support the cause, get people talking 
and raise funds for men’s health projects.

THIS WEEKS DATES FOR PARENTS
Month of Remembrance begins
Month of Movember begins
Year 11 Mock Exams and GCSE resits all week in Sports Hall
Year 12 ‘Outside Inside’ all week

Monday 1st Nov ALL SAINTS DAY

Wednesday 3rd Nov
Feast Day of St Martin de Porres

JHN Association Meeting - 7pm

Thursday 4th Nov Flu Jabs for Years 7/8/9

Our school counsellor is looking for donations of small figures. 
These might include cars, planes, boats, fences, bridges, mini 
buildings, McDonalds toys, any people, superheroes, religious 
figures, fantasy figures, soldiers, wild animals, sea animals, 
domestic animals, birds, dinosaurs, dragons, fantasy animals, trees. 
She would also welcome natural items, such as polished stones, 
pebbles, shells, feathers and pine cones. Please ask your son/ 
daughter to bring them to Mrs Ince in the Walsingham room. 

ARE YOU CLEARING OUT THE  
TOY CUPBOARD AT HALF TERM?

I am running my first half marathon for KISS because 
the work they do for kids in Uganda is fantastic. JHN, 
has supported KiSS since 1994. The money raised for 
KiSS supports vulnerable children and their families 
in Uganda by allowing them to access education and 
healthcare. KiSS not only supports these children 
financially, they also create communities where 
kids can be kids, and where older members of the 
community can support each other through various 
agriculture and financial schemes.

www.justgiving.com/Matthew-Ronayne

https://uk.movember.com/
https://uk.movember.com/
www.justgiving.com/Matthew-Ronayne
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In November Hertfordshire County 
Council and partners are running a 

susurvey across secondary school 
aged pupils in the county to help 
us plan services and support for 
young people. This is the second 
year of running the survey after a 
sucessful run in 2020 with nearly 
13,000 responses.

The link The link to the survey can be found 
below. The survey will go ‘live’ at 
9am Monday 22nd November, and 
close on Friday 17th December.  A 
reminder will be sent to schools. 

20 minute anonymous online

wellbeing
lifestyle

mental health
safety

education

For more information please contact 
yphws@hertfordshire.gov.uk

www.hertshealthevidence.org/yphws

mailto:admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk

