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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

As we come to the end of a very busy half 
term, I have some good news to share with 
you. We received news this week that the 
appeal we had made on behalf of all of the 
Year 11 students who had been entered for 
GCSE Art and Graphics last academic year has 
been successful. The grades for the students 
concerned have been returned to a level that 
properly reflects their skill, something that was 
missed by a faulty exam board moderation 
process. This means that 40 students have had 
their final grade increased by one grade and 
18 students have had their grade increased 
by 2 grades. My thanks to the Art department 
who never doubted that they had completed 
the process accurately and professionally. We 
will be making a complaint to the examination 
board concerned, and asking for an apology 
to be made to those students who have 
suffered months of stress waiting for this to be 
corrected.

After the half term break we have a number of 
events taking place to which you are cordially 
invited. The first is on Friday 4th November, a 
“Musical Theatre Evening” starting at 7:00pm, 
where tickets must be purchased in advance. 
Our Presentation Evening for our award winners 
is on Friday 18th November. Our guest speaker 
is Chris Ryan, former student and Paralympics 
Gold Medal winner, as well as an MBE recipient; 
you will have received an invitation if you 

are a prize winner. Finally, as we move into 
December and the season of Advent, there will 
be a number of events to mark the approach of 
Christmas and the birth of our Lord.

This half term has been a great success and I 
thank you all for your support and prayers over 
the past seven weeks. For me the greatest joy 
has been meeting parents back in school once 
more and having a Covid free period of study 
for our students. Long may it continue!
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I wish you all a restful and peaceful half term break, 
God bless.

Mr C Mathew

Prayer
Slow me down, Lord!                                                      
Ease the pounding of my heart by the quieting of my mind.
Steady my harried pace with a vision of the eternal reach of 
time.
Help me to know the magical power of sleep, teach me the 
art of taking minute vacations, of slowing down to look at a 
flower; to chat with an old friend or make a new one; to smile 
at a child, or to read a few lines from a good book.
Slow me down, Lord, and inspire me to send my roots deep 
into the soil of life’s enduring values so that I may grow 
closer to you. Amen
Taken from Orin L. Crain
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.



 

 

 

Join us to raise awareness for men’s health. From Tuesday 1st November, male staff are taking part in the mo growing challenge 
- are you willing to join them to raise awareness? Take a clean shaven photo on 1st November and tweet @thejhnschool. Then 
grow your mo and send in regular updates - can you beat the ‘Mercury’ Anderson, ‘Salvador’ Walton Adams or a ‘Hulk Hogan’ 
Mathews? The choice is all yours………. 

Our movement challenge begins in school on Tuesday 1st November, and it also starts for you, our families too. Are you willing 
to step up and step out in the name of men’s health? Join us in a movement challenge, tweet your activities and tag in 
@thejhnschool.   

This year we are super excited to host our mo-moment in the form of a ‘burger and bits’ evening for lads and dads (significant 
male role models) in Years 10 & 11. We would like to support men’s physical and mental health by inviting you to an evening of 
talks on men’s health topics whilst enjoying a gourmet burger. It is an opportunity to chat, share important information, and 
build bonds. Look out for further details and please try to attend; you never know the positive impact it might have. 

14th November



EQUITY, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION UPDATE

It has been a busy half term for the newly appointed 
EDI Ambassadors in the Sixth Form.  

In September, members from the Filipino community 
in Year 12 created three short videos that focused 
on culture, language and identity.  This was a lovely 
opportunity to shine a spotlight on their heritage. The 
videos were shown across the school each morning 
and were well received. The final video coincided 
with the Feast Day of St. Lorenzo Ruiz of Manila, one 
of our school saints.

Preparations to celebrate Black History Month 
and renew the school’s efforts to spotlight Black 
History throughout the year are underway. EDI 
Ambassadors delivered assemblies focusing on the 
national theme for Black History Month in the UK: 
“A time for change: actions not words” to Years 
7, 9 and 12.  A PSHCE session for all year groups 
focused on the importance of representation and 
racial inequality in healthcare.  Year 13 students had 
the opportunity to give valuable feedback to inform 
future planning for Black History Month.

A group of Sixth Form students attended the 
Herts Voices launch event in early October. 
The aim of this programme is to enable 
students to hear inspirational speakers 
from Black, Asian and underrepresented 
ethnic backgrounds who have Hertfordshire 
connections. Students listened to 
Timothy Armoo, a former CEO and one 
of Forbes’ 2021 “30 under 30”, speak 
about his achievements in Business and 
Entrepreneurship. 

Next half term will see the EDI Parliament 
committee meet to discuss areas of focus 
for this academic year. We look forward to 
seeing their efforts to bring about meaningful 
change!



WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Netball

This week saw the Year 9 netball team have their 
first fixture of the season against KTS. The team 
started strong from the first whistle and continued 
working hard throughout the whole game beating 
them 22-0. Well done to Sophie for oppositions 
player of the match for her amazing shooting, and 
to both Ellen and Katy for their superb volume of 
turnovers in defence. A great start to the netball 
season well done all. 

Football 

Last Thursday, the year 10 boys football team had their second 
league game of the season vs Highfield. The year 10s were looking 
for their first points of the season. The boys started well and led 
the game 2-1 at half time. The second half was a closer affair with 
both teams having just the same amount of ball. However, it was 
JHN who led 4-2 with two well-taken goals. Highfield found a third 
late on and with the last kick of the game they hit the cross bar 
from long range butt e boys came out victorious in the end by a 
narrow margin. The first 3 points in the league and so the boys 
were ecstatic.  

The Year 9 boys football team played against Nobel in their first 
league match. The game started very scrappily and openly which 

led to both teams having chances. It took a while for JHN to settle but eventually they took the 
lead with a great finish from Marvin Fordjour. JHN then began to build some confidence and 
tried to play some exciting football. Unfortunately, due to a lack of concentration, JHN conceded 
a sloppy goal to make it 1-1. As the game continued both teams looked like scoring. JHN had a 
chance when Lucas Tembey struck the ball well but it was stopped by the Nobel keeper. JHN had 
about 4 corners in a row, applying the pressure to the Nobel defence, but they could not turn it in. 
Finally, with 8 mins to go JHN found the winner: it came from Henry Robinson who snuck round to 
the back post to tab in a loose ball from a corner. The game ended 2-1 to JHN and MOM went to 
Henry Robinson for his defensive performance and match winning goal. 

Gymnastics 

Paula was representing Marriots 
Gymnastics Club at East Region Classic 
Challenge yesterday (16/10/22) and in 
age group 14+ Silver Level she came 
2nd overall with 1st place on beam and 
1st place on bar. She now has been 
selected to represent the East Region 
in the National Classic Challenge 
Championships 2022 in December. 

Badminton 

More success for Jeff 
Ani Joseph in badminton 
this week, so much so he 
appears in the Comet. The 
link can be found here: 
Stevenage’s Jeff Ani Joseph 
enjoys year of badminton 
success | The Comet 

https://www.thecomet.net/sport/23054696.stevenages-jeff-ani-joseph-enjoys-good-year-badminton-success/
https://www.thecomet.net/sport/23054696.stevenages-jeff-ani-joseph-enjoys-good-year-badminton-success/
https://www.thecomet.net/sport/23054696.stevenages-jeff-ani-joseph-enjoys-good-year-badminton-success/


Football

A double header this week for our year 7 girls who played both 
Hitchin Girls School and Knights Templar School in the football 
league. A convincing and disciplined performance in the first 
game, and a brilliant goal from Rosie Hennessy ended in a 1-0 
JHN victory. The second game saw outstanding performances 
from Peynton Houghton, Isabella Perkins and Anya Channer, 
a 3-0 JHN win and a top bins rocket free kick from Charlotte 
Batty. Player of the match goes to Sadie Anderson for an 
outstanding strong, hardworking performance contributing to 
both attack and defence in both games. We look forward to 
seeing what the girls can do in their next game.

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Table tennis 

Last week, the under 13s and under 16s boys 
table tennis Stevenage schools tournament 
took place. JHN entered two teams for 
the under 13s and finished 3rd and 4th. 
The under 16s entered just one team and 
came runners up, narrowly losing on points 
to Barclay. Some great competitive table 
tennis was on display throughout the 
afternoon. The boys should be very proud 
of their accomplishments. 

Rugby 

On Thursday 13th October, the Year 9 Boys 
rugby team took part in a match against Thomas 
Alleyne Academy. Year 9 had an excellent 
turnout with a full twenty-three players selected 
to represent the school. The game was contested 
in great spirits with both teams exchanging 
strong tackles and dynamic runs. Patrick 
Rosowsky led a firm defence with some excellent 
tackling technique to bring down some fast 
Thomas Alleyne wingers. After some personnel 
changes The Saint John Henry Newman School 
(JHN) found themselves trailing by seventeen 
points. The team dug deep and some strong 
leadership from Bobby French saw speedsters 
Karol Pluta, Aidan O’Connell and Trystan 
Acebuque run in a flurry of tries to eventually win 
the game for JHN 39-28. A big well done to all 
the boys involved who showed great resilience 
and sportsmanship, and also a massive thank you 
to Thomas Alleyne Academy for hosting a great 
game of Rugby





NOTICES

  ‘Outside Inside’ Week for Year 12  
  – till Wednesday
Tue 1st November  Movember and Remembrance  
  Month begins
  All Saints Day
Wed 2nd November  Year 11 Mocks and GCSE  
  Resit exams begin
  Year 8 Rising Futures trip
Thurs 3rd November  Feast Day of St Martin de Porres
  4.00pm Sixth Form theatre trip
  7.00pm JHN Association Meeting in PE Classroom
Friday 4th November 7.00pm Musical Theatre Evening

DATE TIME EVENT YEAR 12

YEAR 7

The Navy came into school 
on Thursday to run some 
workshops on leadership and 
skills. During their free periods. 
Year 12 took part in various 
activiites and talks. 

Year 7 took part in the Battle of Hastings  
re-enactment. Thank you to the Sixth form who helped 
out and painted lots of battle scars on their faces!



Refreshments will be available 
to purchase on the evening

To book your tickets, please pay by ParentPay.  
Seats will be occupied on a first come first 
served basis on the evening. If a member of 
your party has any mobility issues, please email 
SpringettC@jhn.herts.sch.uk 

all proceeds 
going to

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN  
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

a night of 
Musical Theatre!

£5 a ticket
Friday 4th November 2022 @ 7pm
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