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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

Prayer
Dear Lord,
We give You thanks for all of the good things in 
our lives. We ask for Your help with the things 
that are difficult and that are distressing to many. 
We pray for our community in the midst of this 
pandemic, that everyone will be safe and healthy. 
Be with our leaders, be that political, religious or 
educational, and help them to make good decisions. 
Amen
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

As you will have noted from my many 
communications in the past few days it has been 
a very busy week, primarily due to the impact of 
the increasing number of Covid cases in the area. 
We anticipate that the measures we have taken will 
allow for a good educational experience, while at 
the same time ensuring that everyone is kept safe.

In line with our efforts to ensure that we can 
suitably support our students over the coming 
months, we deliberately left a number of our Inset 
days unallocated. I can now share with you that 
the dates for Inset after Christmas will be, Tuesday 
4th January and Wednesday 5th January 2022. 
This means that students will return to school on 
Thursday 6th January. We have one Inset day 
remaining, which has provisionally been booked for 
Tuesday 19th April 2022, the day after the Easter 
Monday Bank holiday. I will confirm this date for 
you later in the year and I will advise you if it is to 
be changed. 

It must be said that, as school community, we are 
under enormous pressure at this moment in time 
and I thank you all for your continued support and 
prayers.

Have a great weekend everyone.

God bless,  

Mr Mathew

Admission Arrangements for 2023/24

We are consulting on the proposed 
admissions arrangements for the school 
year 2023/24.

The proposed changes are:

• Amend the definition and explanation for 
home address, where two applications are 
received for the same child

The consultation period runs from  
1 November – 12 December.  Please send 
your comments regarding the proposals to 
the school direct.

Our proposed admission arrangements 
for 2023/2024 can be found on the Local 
Authority website using this link www.
hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions


In Citizenship GCSE, we cover four main 
themes: Living together in the UK, Democracy 
at work in the UK, Law and justice, and Power 
and Influence. Following completion of all 
four themes, students partake in a Citizenship 
in action project. This is a planned course of 
informed action to address a citizenship issue 
and aimed at delivering a benefit or change for 
a particular community or wider society. Taking 
citizenship action, in a real out-of-classroom 
context, allows students to apply citizenship 
knowledge, understanding and skills, and to 
appreciate different perspectives on how we 
live together and make decisions in society. 

Theme A: Living together in the UK

Key questions explored:

• How have communities developed in the 
UK?

• What is identity?

• What are democratic values and where do 
they come from?

• How does local democracy work? 

Theme B: Democracy at work in the UK

Key questions explored:

• Who runs the country?

• How does Parliament work?

• How is power shared between Westminster 
and the devolved administrations?

• How does government manage public 
money?

Theme C: Law and justice

Key questions explored:

• What is the law for and how does it affect 
us?

• How does the justice system work?

• Is crime increasing in society?

Theme D: Power and Influence

Key questions explored:

• What power and influence can citizens have?

• What role and influence should the media 
have?

• Does the UK have power and influence in the 
wider world?

Year 9 

All of Year 9 are taking taster lessons in 
Citizenship as part of the carousel programme 
to give them an insight into the GCSE 
specification and the topics covered in Years 10 
and 11. 

Some of the topics we have debated include:

Should the government raise taxes so that 
people who don’t work are better looked after?

Should people be allowed to join a protest 
march if they don’t like what the government is 
doing?

Should a 10 year old who commits murder stay 
in prison for life?

Should the press be allowed to print whatever 
story they like?

Should young people have better access to the 
NHS than retired people?

Should you have the right to play loud music 
in your home at 2am which the neighbours can 
hear?

Should people who write abusive messages on 
social media be put in prison?

Should you be able to vote at 16?

CITIZENSHIP



Rugby

Last week saw SOHK Rugby team having a great 
trip to Harrow School for a tournament. The team 
performed amazingly and went undefeated all day. 
It was a great experience for them playing different 
teams and putting into action all they have learnt 
through SOHK. 

On Friday 12th November, 12 year 7 boys took part 
in a rugby festival at Hitchin Boys’ School. This 
gave a great opportunity for the boys to show off 
their skills against many other schools. The boys 
played 5 games, drawing 2 and losing 3. It was the 
first time these year 7s have played rugby together 
and, for some, it was the first time they had ever 
played. A massively impressive effort from them all. 
Some standout performances came from Gabriel 
Armstrong, scoring a couple of tries, and from Austin 
Whitty who showed tremendous bravery.

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Football

On Monday our year 7 boys’ football team 
took on Nobel School in JHN’s third league. 
A win would see JHN put themselves in a 
good league position nearer the top of the 
table. The first half began quite frantically 
with no team able to get a hold of the game. 
This was until a fantastic goal that came 
from absolutely nothing was scored by Rylan 
Kitchener. Unfortunately, moments before 
half time, Nobel equalised from a well struck, 
long range effort. JHN, who dominated a large 
proportion of the half, still had a lot to do in 
the last 25 minutes. The fans had to wait until 
the last 10 minutes of the game to see Ruben 
Craze finish low in the corner to give JHN a 
2-1 win. The second half performance proved 
that JHN were the better side and ensured 
they came away with the 3 points. Special 
mentions to Tyler Murray-Bruce, who did 
not stop running, and Divine Onyechere who 
broke up play in midfield.

The year 10 boys football team played in 
their next round of the County Cup against 
a strong Aldenham team. The boys played 
very well in the first half and It was a tight 
end to end match, with chances coming from 
both sides. The boys showed some great 
shape and kept the ball well against their 
opposition. Unfortunately, Aldenham scored 
a soft goal which came from an error right 
before half time. The strong Aldenham side 
took advantage of their lead and scored two 
quick goals in the second half which made it 
very tough for the JHN side to get back into 
the game. JHN were awarded a penalty at 
the end of the match which could have been 
a consolation goal for their hard work, but it 
was not their day.

The U14 girls team had their first game of 
the season last week, at home to Dame Alice 
Owens. The girls worked exceptionally hard 
in training to gain an in-depth understanding 
of the formation and tactical approach to 
the game. The score line reflected this with 
ten goals scored. Particular shout outs go 
to captain Ellie Rivers for her disciplined 
performance at centre back and striker Regan 
Robinson on scoring a hattrick in her first 
game for JHN. Well done to all the girls, 

Swimming

Huge congratulations to year 13 PE student Sara 
Kalawska who has gained a scholarship for the 
University of East Carolina for August 2023 for 
swimming. This is such an amazing achievement 
and we can’t wait to see where this opportunity 
takes her! Well done, Sara!!



We find that a lot of our students go to parties, 
and these are beginning to be more common 
again.  For young people, parties can happen at 
any time of year, but at this time of year, with 
Christmas approaching, there may be more 
parties taking place in the homes of their friends 
and acquaintances.  Many of these parties will be 
well-run and perfectly safe, but others may lead 
to problems, ranging from just a sore head up to 
serious issues such as sexual exploitation, drug or 
alcohol abuse, or other risky behaviours.

West Yorkshire Police has information for 
young people about the potential dangers of 
house parties on its website, and how to keep 
themselves safer. 

For information go to:  
https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/party

It is important to have a dialogue with your 
children about keeping themselves safe, so we 
encourage you to share and discuss this with 
your child.  If your child has been invited to a 
house party, we strongly advise you to check 
that parents are going to be present throughout, 
and what the situation is going to be regarding 
alcohol.  Don’t be swayed by phrases such as 
‘Everyone else is allowed’; you need to stick with 
your standards, especially in order to keep your 
child as safe as possible.

SAFEGUARDING

IF YOU DON’T KNOW, DON’T GO (WEST YORKSHIRE POLICE)

https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/party


THIS WEEKS DATES FOR PARENTS

Month of Remembrance continues
Month of Movember continues

Tuesday 23rd Nov 2pm Year 7 Fun Run

Wednesday 24th Nov Red Wednesday

Thursday 25th Nov 7pm JHN Association Meeting in the Library

Friday 26th Nov SCHOOL CLOSED

DO YOU HAVE ANY UNWANTED 
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS?
If you have any unwanted musical instruments 
or musical equipment at home, the Music 
department will happily take these off of 
your hands. As we are remodelling our music 
curriculum, we are keen to give as many practical 
performance opportunities as possible to our 
pupils and so we will make sure these are put to 
good use. 

Please get in touch with Mrs Evetts, Subject 
Leader of Music by emailing her: evettsc@jhn.
herts.sch.uk

NOTICES

MOVEMBER UPDATES
60KM Challenge

Staff Leaderboard

Miss Heasman- 71km  
(heading for a 100km target!!) 

Mr Anderson-56km

Mr Hewitson- 44km

Mr Mansfield- 39km

Mrs Howard- 35km

Mr Flain -21km

Mr Rose- 20km

With only 12 days left will the whole  
of Team JHN reach the 60km target?
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