
As we reach the middle of November and our 
month of remembrance, I thought it would be 
useful to reference some of the work of the 
Diocese of Westminster in remembering the dead. 
As we are on the outer limits of our diocese, non-
Catholics are quite often surprised to discover 
that we are a part of the Diocese of Westminster, 
which has its base in Victoria, London, which 
seems so far away. 

We work very closely with the Diocese, and 
its education team, to ensure that we have the 
necessary support to deal with some of the 
more complex challenges and issues that the 
Church faces. We attend regular conferences 
andtraining updates, and several of our staff are 
involved in developing resources for the diocese, 
and undertaking the inspection of other Catholic 
schools. You may not be aware that, as a faith 
school, we are subject to two forms of inspection. 
The first is the under the Ofsted framework, which 
covers many of the aspects of education that you 
would expect - teaching and learning, educational 
standards etc. 

The second inspection is referred to as a 
Section 48 Inspection, which is carried out by 
representatives our Church in the form of the 
Catholic Schools Inspectorate. This inspection 
looks specifically at the quality of Catholic Life 
and Mission, Religious Education and Collective 
Worship within Catholic education settings.   Our 
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last diocesan Section 48 inspection was 
in November 2019, and we were judged 
to be Outstanding in these  areas. The 
full inspection report can be found on the 
school’s website under Key Information - 
Section 48 Inspection. 

We must never forget the importance of our 
faith in the work that we undertake for our 
students and their families, particularly at 
this time of great economic pressures and 
hardship. As a school community we walk 
with Christ, and alongside our students, as 
we support them on their journey towards 
adult formation, and discovering their God-
given “Mission” in life. In this work, I ask for 
your continued prayers and support; we can 
only achieve these high aspirations  together. 



“REMEMBERING THE DEAD

‘Go forth, Christian soul, from this world in the 
name of God the almighty Father, who created 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of the 
living God, who suffered for you, in the name of 
the Holy Spirit, who was poured out upon you. 
Go forth, faithful Christian.’ These lines of the 
Prayer of Commendation which are found in 
the Rite of Christian Funerals assure us that our 
dead loved ones are commended into the safe 
hands of the Blessed Trinity.

Speaking about the dead, the month of 
November evokes in us an emotional longing for 
the well-being of those who have gone before 
us from this world. In our Cathedral special 
Masses are being offered in the Holy Souls 
Chapel where the names of those who have 
died are being kept for the whole month, but 
our duty of care should go beyond the scope 
of just our family and friends: it should include 
those forgotten souls who have no one to pray 
for them nor to remember them.

In the past few months political conflicts and 
warfare in many different parts of the world 
have claimed so many lives of the human 
family. Many have gone without leaving a trace 
or a sign of remembrance or a worthy grave. 
We pray for their souls and the souls of all the 
faithful departed that they will be rewarded 
through the merciful care of God.  The Church 
has consistently honoured with great respect 
the memory of the dead so that the souls of all 
the faithful departed may obtain the remission 
of their sins.”

Fr Vincent Mbu’i SVD”

Have a wonderful weekend and God bless,

Mr C Mathew

Prayer

Feast of Christ the King – 20th November 

O Lord our God, You alone are the Most Holy 
King and Ruler of all nations. We pray to You, 
Lord, in the great expectation of receiving from 
You, O Divine King, mercy, peace, justice and 
all good things. Protect, O Lord our King, our 
families and the land of our birth. 

Amen.

Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

We will be launching our Advent Appeal shortly 
and I will share the details with you. 

I have included this article from the most recent 
Diocese of Westminster weekly newsletter, and 
their prayer for the Feast of Christ the King, 
which is this weekend.



Grow a Moustache Another update on the 
challenge! As you can see from the photo below 
there are some distinct changes to the faces!  Send 
in your photos to @thejhnschool to share your 
moustache growth!  Keep up the good work all, in 
raising awareness of this very important campaign.

MOVEMBER

The 60km is still 
happening with our 
partners from ASK Physio 
and our very own Mr 
Anderson has already 
completed the distance!  
Well Done!!!  Why 
60km……..well that’s 60km 
for the 60 men we lose to 
suicide each hour, every 
hour across the world.  

Please continue to share photos of your efforts 
and help to inspire others to complete the 
distance.  On Saturday 26th November we are 
aiming to get as many of the St JHN community 
running the Stevenage Park Run at Fairlands 
Valley Park.  This is a great opportunity to come 
together and raise awareness. We are looking 
forward to seeing as many of you as possible at 
this event.

Make a Move Our Move-ment 
challenge has involved the 
whole of Year 7 and Year 12 
this week. Our Movember Fun 
Run was held on Monday. Take 
a look at the photos below to 
see how everyone got on. Many 
thanks to Ms Fernandes and 
the Yr 12 students for selling 
moustaches to the students 
and staff so we could all get 
in on the moustache-wearing 
act! If you would like to make 
a donation to our Movember 
charities then you can do so 
via parent pay.  This year our 
Movember charities are It’s On 
The Ball, a testicular cancer 
charity based in Norwich, Mind, 
Movember Schools.



Movember conversations. So far this Movember, we have recommended a series of things to watch 
and read. This week we would like to bring the following podcasts to your attention so that, if you 
prefer, you and your children can listen your way to better health. Each of the podcasts below has 
produced individual episodes exploring a wide-range of themes related to mental health, physical 
health and wellbeing. It is well worth exploring their back-catalogues in order to identify particular 
areas of interest. Each podcast can be found on the major streaming platforms Apple, Spotify and 
Amazon.  

On this show, Dan Harris (a once-anxious journalist) talks with eminent 
meditation teachers, top scientists, and even the odd celebrity guest. On some 
episodes, Dan ventures into the deep end of the pool, covering subjects such 
as enlightenment. On other episodes, it’s science-based techniques for issues 
such as anxiety, productivity, and relationships. Dan’s approach is seemingly 
modest, but secretly radical: happiness is a skill you can train, just like working 
your bicep in the gym. Your progress may be incremental at first, but like any 
good investment, it compounds over time. 

Dr Chatterjee believes that “Health has become overcomplicated” and he 
aims to simplify it. In this podcast, we hear stories from leading health experts 
and exciting personalities who offer easy health life-hacks, expert advice and 
debunk common health myths giving you the tools to revolutionise how you 
eat, sleep, move and relax. 

Our mind and body can be transformed through the simple act of walking. 
That’s why Dr Alex George has made this new, ambient podcast. It supports 
his mission to get us all out stomping, so whether you’re taking the dog out, 
hiking up a mountain or maybe you simply need some fresh air, Dr Alex and 
his guests will be here every week as your loyal stomping companions. In every 
episode, you’ll hear Dr Alex George out on a stomp with an exciting guest, in a 
location of their choice, to take a meander into their lives. You’ll wind through 
uplifting and thought-provoking conversations with a soothing backdrop of 
birdsong, crashing waves or the breeze gently rustling through leaves. Each 
episode is split into three parts, designed to be listened to on three short 
stomps, or one long one.

In this science-based podcast, the world’s top scientists explain the latest 
health, nutrition, and gut health research and translate it into practical advice 
to improve your health & lifestyle. Join ZOE Science & Nutrition, on a journey 
of scientific discovery.

We are increasingly aware that sleep is essential to health but we do not 
always know what to do about it. However, there are tried and test techniques 
that you can use in order to get a good night’s sleep. Using the best modern 
science, Michael Mosley can help set you on a better path to sleep.



We are always working to improve the students 
experience by improving their skills and the 
skills of those who teach them.  Below are some 
summaries of some of the work being done in 
the teaching and learning arena to make the 
curriculum as effectively learnable and learned 
as possible.

It is likely to be the case that for you, as 
parents, the priority last year was to help your 
sons and daughters transition as successfully 
as possible back into normal into secondary 
school following an extremely disrupted period 
of time due to the Covid-19 pandemic. As 
that disruption becomes a thing of the past, 
and our focus broadens from ‘catch-up and 
recovery’, we can and should continue to raise 
our aspirations for the children in the Saint 
John Henry Newman School. This means we 
can begin to really focus upon each child’s 
Curriculum Journey here so that they can fulfil 
their God-given potential and our combined 
aspirations for them and their futures.   

Our Curriculum is the embodiment of our 
aspiration for your children. It is the name 
given to the collection of knowledge, skills 
and concepts identified as unmissable by the 
school in both the academic pastoral spheres. 
My special area of focus for the year ahead is 
making sure that your children make the most 
of the opportunities that our rich curriculum 
provides. You can read about the curriculum 
in full detail here on the school website www.
jhn.herts.sch.uk/395/curriculum and I strongly 
encourage you to do so. You can also read 
about the individual subject curriculum journeys 
here www.jhn.herts.sch.uk/401/subject-
information-1. Doing so will empower you as 
parents to know about what should be being 
learned in school and will put you in a position 
where you can engage with your child’s learning 
at home.

All of this means that we begin to ask the 
following question of the students in the school: 
Are they accessing the curriculum fully and 
making progress at the appropriate rate? In 
order to support their journey through the 
curriculum at Key Stage 3, we are embracing 
and deploying a set of six core teaching 
and learning techniques that will mean we 
can answer that important question with a 
resounding “yes”. 

These are the “JHN core six” tools and 
techniques that we are seeking to equip your 
children with. When we talk about setting the 
standards we mean ensuring that they have 
a really clear understanding of what they are 
aiming to achieve and produce when they 
complete a piece of work. We encourage our 
colleagues to plan for reading opportunities in 
the classroom carefully and to encourage your 
children to read at home, both academically 
and for pleasure. This links neatly to our aim to 
improve their literacy via deliberate vocabulary 
development. You should begin to hear your 
children using increasingly complex, subject-
specific vocabulary when completing their 
home-learning tasks. Ask them to explain 
key words to you in order to help embed this 
learning and to help them to use these new 
words confidently and accurately. We will 
be using cold calling, show-me boards and 
quizzing in class in order assess and feedback 
on each students’ knowledge and understanding 
and, most importantly, to enhance their 
progress on their Curriculum Journey. My 
ambition is that these 6 core techniques will 
quickly become characteristic features of many 
lessons and that, as a result, your children will 
become increasingly skilled in using them. Other 
than asking them about their experiences of 
these strategies, you can support them very 
effectively by making sure that their “show-me 
boards” (mini-whiteboards) and dry-wipe pen 
are readily available pieces of equipment that 
they bring to school every day. 

We are putting a special focus on these 6 
core strategies because we have reflected on 
what we have seen from the students, post-
pandemic. We recognise that they do not 
always know what to do with the feedback 
that they receive and so we are making the 
concerted effort to embed these skills in 
their tool kit. This, in turn, has implications for 
how your children receive feedback from the 
assessment of their learning and how you can 
engage with it. The vast majority of feedback 
will be verbal and we are working very hard 

TEACHING AND LEARNING
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to establish the routines and expectation that 
they write down what they need. This will be 
evidenced by red pen in their exercise books. 

In order to support your children further, we 
recommend that you engage with them and 
their exercise books. They should have red-
pen corrections, evidence of editing and / 
or redrafting to demonstrate how well they 
are engaging with this process. This should 
demonstrate their ownership of their learning 
journey and the steps that they are taking 
towards taking ownership of their future 
successes both in school and beyond. 

Cognitive Science in the Pastoral Curriculum

At the Saint John Henry Neman Catholic School 
we have been increasingly more evidence 
informed in our approach to teaching and 
learning. My role has been to make students, 
teachers and parents aware of the science 
of learning and the most effective, research 
informed, learning strategies. 

In school, all students have begun a programme 
in pastoral sessions in which they explore 
Cognitive Science and learn how to apply the 
most effective study strategies. They will build 
on their knowledge and skills in these areas as 
they progress through the school curriculum. 

Staff also continue to have ongoing training to 
keep them up-to-date with the most effective 
learning methods meaning that these methods 
are increasingly being used both in lessons and 
in the setting of homework tasks.

Parents support evenings this year all have a 
session on Cognitive Science in which I share 
some of these strategies, at an age appropriate 
level, so that parents are well equipped to 
support their child with their work at home.

If you would like to find out more about the 
Cognitive Science and the top six most effective 
learning strategies from research please look at 
the summary article on the following link: How 
do we learn?

Reading

One of our key priorities this year is to refine 
our teaching of subject specific reading and 
vocabulary to ensure there is explicit, intentional 
and consistent practice in existence within 
each subject. As research tells us, in each 
academic year, a student needs to learn and 
use approximately 3000 new words to continue 
to make good progress across the curriculum. 
With the ever-increasing demands on students 
to read and comprehend the requirements 
of what they are being asked to do in exams, 

putting the teaching of ‘subject reading’ at the 
forefront of their learning has never been more 
important.

Our departments are busy auditing their current 
practice and evaluating the most effective 
strategies to use in supporting our students 
to feel confident dealing with both subject-
specific vocabulary and the types of text or 
written questions they need to wrestle with 
to be successful in each subject. The use of 
home learning opportunities and memory-
retrieval activities (using the whiteboards and 
pens that all students have in their bags), will 
be particularly useful in raising the profile of 
subject reading and vocabulary, and students 
will be able to make links across subjects and 
feel more confident in their subject-specific 
communication as a result of this renewed 
priority. 

Teacher Leadership of developing good 
practice

At the Saint John Henry Newman School, we 
are experts in leading change and facilitating 
Teacher Leadership. I have the pleasure of 
facilitating the Educator Led Development 
Programme (ELDP) again this year with a 
new group of enthusiastic participants, who, 
driven by their moral purpose, act with agency 
to lead a project based on their professional 
concern. This year we have 7 teachers who 
wish to lead very different projects to improve 
the educational experience for our students. 
We have already met this term where we 
considered our professional values and clarified 
an area for development.  We have 6 more 
sessions planned across the year, with our next 
in few weeks: this will focus on creating an 
action plan, analysing the culture in our school 
to understand how to lead change and planning 
for impact. We hope to host a network event 
and contribute to the national and international 
Hertscam network. 

Alongside the ELDP, we have the Teaching and 
Learning Advocacy who are highly motivated 
teachers with the responsibility to lead a project 
focusing on an area of school development. 
We have 5 teaching and learning advocates 
who I will be supporting to move their projects 
forward and ensure they align with the whole 
school development plan. These include 
embedding strategies for assessment and 
feedback, Tier two and three vocabulary and 
boys’ attainment. There is a lot of excellent work 
already under way, with many ideas starting to 
come together. 



Year 7 Computer Science: 

Students have a lesson once per fortnight. So 
far in their Computer Science lessons students 
have been learning how to use and access 
the key resources available to them in school. 
They have been logging into their school e 
mail and learning how to apply suitable e mail 
etiquette to the messages they send. They 
have been learning about cloud storage and 
how to make use of the One Drive facility they 
have available to them to move files between 
home and school. Students have also spent 
time learning how to organise their work on 
the school computers by ensuring they have 
set up suitable folder structures for all their 
subjects. They have then completed a range 
of tasks to improve the formatting of the work 
they produce on a computer. This includes a 
range of formatting techniques in Microsoft 
Word and also creating graphs in Excel and 
exporting these to other documents. Everything 
students have learnt is aimed at helping them 
communicate with students and teachers, 
transfer work between home and school and 
be able to present work in a professional way 
across all subjects.  

Students will shortly move on to learn how to 
create an interactive multimedia presentation. 
This will build on the presentation skills they 
have learnt in primary school and this will enable 
students to create presentations that include e 
mail links, hyperlinks, consistent master slides, 
animations, videos, sound and transitions. They 
will need to interview parents and guardians 
soon to find out what computers and phones 
were like when you were young so if you still 
have any old computers in the loft it would 
be great to boot them up again and show the 
students.  

Year 8 Computer Science: 

The students in year 8 have completed the 
same unit as the year 7 students above. 
This is because our Year 8 cohort did not 
have Computer Science lessons in year 7 
and therefore this is our first opportunity to 
teach them the skills required to be able to 
communicate and present work better across all 
subjects.  

Students have now moved onto their first 
programming unit of work. During this unit 
students will focus on the key programming 
concepts of sequence, selection and iteration. 
They have been completing tasks to identify the 
importance of having the steps in an algorithm 
in the correct sequence. They are now writing 
algorithms for the BBC Microbit to complete a 
series of tasks. These range from displaying a 
series of emojis, to replicating a magic 8 ball and 
some students will create games that can be 
played on the Microbit. For each task, students 
are encouraged to transfer the code onto the 
Microbit to be able to test their algorithm on a 
physical device. 

For homework, students have been asked to 
sign up to the Cyber Explorers platform. This 
platform is used to teach students about how 
to stay safe online. Homework for year 8 will 
be based on this platform throughout the year, 
therefore please ensure you support your son or 
daughter to ensure they can create an account. 

Year 9 Computer Science: 

Students have completed a unit to focus on 
some key computational skills. They have looked 
at key elements of computational thinking 
including abstraction, decomposition, pattern 
recognition and building algorithms. As part of 
this, students played a game called Lightbot and 
many of them really enjoyed it in class. There is 
an app of this game and an alternative version 
online that would be very useful for students to 
play. It will work on their ability to spot patterns, 
solve problems and build algorithms. Moving on 
from this, students looked at logic gates, truth 
tables and logic circuit diagrams. They have 
learnt how to use AND, OR and NOT gates to 
build a circuit and the rules applied to these. 
Finally, students have been learning some key 
searching and sorting algorithms including the 
bubble sort, linear search and binary search. 
Students have completed tasks to describe the 
steps involved in each. 

In the next unit of work students will now build 
electronic circuits using breadboards linked 
to BBC Microbits to replicate a set of traffic 
lights and to turn on/off different LED lights 
depending on the temperature in the room. 

COMPUTER SCIENCE



Year 9 students have also been asked to create 
an account on the Cyber Explorers platform 
and again they will use this for a series of 
homeworks throughout the year. 

Year 10 Computer Science: 

GCSE Computer Science students have been 
studying two strands of the course. With Mr 
Braithwaite, they have been learning the theory 
content that forms part of Component 1. Within 
this they have learnt about how a CPU works 
and the purpose of a range of registers on a 
CPU. They have also learnt about different 
forms of storage and how to select a suitable 
storage device for a given scenario. Students 
have then learnt about how to convert between 
binary, denary and hexadecimal numbers and 
how to add binary values. Finally, students have 
learnt about forms of data storage and how 
to calculate file sizes. Students will soon move 
onto looking at character sets and some of the 
key concepts within networking.  

With Mr Flain, students have been learning 
the programming techniques that will be used 
in Component 2. Students have completed 
a significant amount of tasks in lessons but 
there are also many more available for them to 
complete at home. All tasks are on the replit.
com platform that students access within 
lessons and also at home. It is really important 
that students practice their programming 
outside of lesson time as this is the only way 
to improve. Students have been learning how 
to input and output data, how to perform 
mathematical calculations, how to use if 
statements to take different paths through 
code, how to use while and for loops and 
are currently learning string manipulation 
techniques. This is a difficult part of the course 
and the more practice students can complete 
the better they will become. 

Year 11 Computer Science: 

The year 11 course focuses on Component 2 of 
the exam. This is Algorithms and Programming. 
With Mr Braithwaite, students have been 
studying the more theory elements of the 
course including key computational thinking 
techniques, how to create and interpret flow 
charts, how to use trace tables and how to 
create structure diagrams. Next they will move 
on to looking at how to build robust programs. 

With Mr Flain, students have been learning 
about the steps involved in a range of searching 
and sorting algorithms. These include the 
bubble, insertion and merge sort and the linear 
and binary search. Students should be able to 
describe the steps each algorithm would take to 
complete the task and also be able to recognise 
the code for each. Students are now moving 
on to programming fundamentals. Some of 
this is revision of the programming work they 
completed in year 9 and building upon this to 
ensure they cover everything required for the 
exam.  

Year 12 Computer Science: 

At the start of the A level course students have 
been studying the characteristics of processors. 
This includes learning about the purpose of a 
range of registers on a CPU and the impact 
on these registers during a fetch, decode, 
execute cycle. They have looked at different 
types of CPU architecture and the differences 
between a CISC and RISC processor. Students 
have also been working on the programming 
fundamentals which for the most part has been 
revision of the GCSE programming content. 
Students have looked at how to represent 
negative numbers in binary, how to interpret 
fixed and floating point binary numbers and 
how to normalise a floating point number. 
Students are now moving on to progressing 
their programming skills by learning the 
characteristics of and how to use a range 
of data structures includes 2D arrays, stack, 
queues and tuples. Students are given the 
opportunity, whenever possible,  to complete 

COMPUTER SCIENCE



COMPUTER SCIENCE

programming tasks in lessons to embed the 
theory content taught. All of these tasks are 
on replit.com and can be accessed from home. 
Students are encouraged to be working on their 
programming outside of lesson time as much 
as possible. This is a key skill for component 2 
and can only be learnt by a significant amount 
of effort outside of lesson time. There are lots 
of tasks on replit.com that have been set up for 
students to complete in addition to lesson and 
homework tasks. 

Year 13 Computer Science: 

Students enjoyed a trip to the EGX Computer 
games exhibition at the London Excel. Here they 
were given the opportunity to listen to industry 
professionals, make contacts with games 
agencies and play some of the latest games. 
The aim was to give students some inspiration 
for their projects. In lessons, students have 
been working through some technical content 
for their exam. They have been learning about 
the characteristics of and how to use a range 

of data structures including linked lists, graphs, 
tress and hash tables. Students have also learnt 
how to add and subtract floating point binary 
numbers and how half and full address circuits 
are used to add binary values. Students have 
learnt a series of rules that can be used to 
simplify Boolean algebra expressions and the 
characteristics of D Type Flip Flops.  

The essential component for students to be 
working on outside of lesson time is their 
project. There is a Thursday after school 
support session each week for this. Students 
are all completing different challenges in their 
projects, some creating games, some desktop 
applications and some websites/ apps. They 
should be making good progress through the 
development and building on their own research 
in their chosen area.
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WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Senior Netball Fixture 

Last week the senior netball team had their first fixture 
in the County Cup, playing Sherrardswood School. After 
a nervous start the team became settled and play some 
outstanding netball. For a team that has never played 
together they won 45-9 - a great team effort, and well 
done to Emilia Merrick for player of the match.

District cross country 

Last week the PE department took 12 pupils from 
each year group out to compete in the district 
schools cross country championships at Fairlands 
Valley. There were 12 schools competing and here 
are some of the confirmed results so far provided :

James Kosky -2nd senior boys
Cathal Fee - 3rd senior boys
Sophie Stelmach - 1st- year 9 girls
Bartosz Wolowicz- 2nd - year 10 boys

Basketball

The U13 basketball team played their first 
league match vs St Chris on Tuesday and 
it was a very tight game throughout. Both 
teams had some very talented players and 
it was an end-to-end battle which was 
great to see. JHN took the lead at half time, 
but into the third quarter St Chris levelled 
the score and made it tough for JHN to 
score. Thankfully JHN got back on top and 
thankfully came away with the win 22-17. 
Players’ player Finn Carey - well done to all 
involved.

Rugby 

A great performance from the 7’s yesterday 
against a very good KTS team. Boys showed 
great courage and determination, dealing 
with some big opposition.

3-3 final score but we had to comeback from 
being a try down 3 times!

Man of the match: Ewan Madigan and George 
Cocoran.

year 9 girls- 2nd overall
year 9 boys-3rd overall



WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Football  

Year 7 played in their second league match on 
Monday, this time against Nobel school. The 
boys started very slowly and were not able to 
look after the ball which led to Nobel scoring 
and going 1-0 up. Thankfully the boys reacted 
well and brought it back to 1-1 with a goal from 
Leo Fernandes. As the game went on the JHN 
boys got on top of the game and started to play 
some good football. JHN went 2-1 up as Ewan 
Madigan scored the second. In the second half, 
Callum Thomson scored a long-range screamer 
which flew into the top corner and left the 
keeper no chance. Now JHN were 3-1 up and 
very comfortable in possession.  In the last 15  
we managed to score a 4th from Tomi 
Sihuwade. Manager’s player goes to John Hatch 
for his goalkeeping display and continued 
positive communication. 

Last Friday, the year 7 boys football team 
played in their county cup plate match against 
Croxley Danes School winning 3-0. The game 
was very tight in the first half and both teams 
were defending well. JHN had most of the 
possession and were trying to break down their 
opposition’s defence. Eventually JHN went 1-0 
up with a goal from Callum Thomson. Going 
into half time at 1-0 was a dangerous position to 
be in, however the JHN boys came out strong. 
A second goal came from Olly Bell which 
gave JHN the confidence boost they needed. 
Towards the end of the match JHN scored a 
third from Harry Rex to confirm the win and 
this made the game much easier for the last 10 
mins. Overall, a great team performance moves 
JHN into the next round of the plate - well done 
all! Man of the match Charles-Victor Bridier-
Webber.

The year 9 boys started their county cup plate 
match very slowly which led Samuel Ryder to 
take the lead after 3 mins. Being 1-0 down there 
was only one reaction that was needed and that 
was a goal. Thankfully, this came from Michael 
Curtin who brought it back to 1-1. The game 

was fairly even for a while and both teams were 
creating chances; Samuel Ryder were awarded 
a penalty and went 2-1 up. JHN once again 
needed to show some resilience to get back on 
level terms and back into the game. The boys 
kept playing and fought back; a little bit of help 
from the opposition keeper meant that JHN 
scored two quick goals to make it 3-2. In the 
second half JHN introduced Aidan O’Connell 
to the game who plays as striker -this was his 
first appearance for the JHN A team however 
this did not faze him as he scored 3 goals to 
score his first hat-trick. JHN were then very 
comfortable in the game and by the end of the 
match it was 8-3. Man of the match was Aidan 
for his 3 goals. Well done to all involved.

On wednesday, the year 9 football team started 
extremely well and were dominating the first 10 
mins of the game. The JHN boys went 2-0 up 
early on and were in control of the tempo of the 
game. It then became a bit scrappy and JHN 



allowed KTS back in the game to make it 2-1. At half time the boys knew they needed to come out 
strong to get all 3 points. Thankfully, JHN managed to score some great goals to extend their lead, 
this then gave them the confidence to control the game. At full time JHN won 7-2, goals coming 
from Michael Curtin, Aidan O’Connell x3 Lucas Tembey x2 and William Rosowski. Man of the match 
Lucas Tembey for his central midfield performance and his two goals. Well done all involved. 

Gym and Dance

A reminder that gym and dance display tickets are 
now on sale on parentpay! Thursday 8th December 
at 7pm!

Congratulations to the U14 football team who 
are progressing to the next round of the cup 
following a 4-1 win over Ashlyn’s School. An 
outstanding performance, and a hat-trick from 
Rose Cook won her the player of the match 
award. The whole team played with discipline, 
concentration and organisation - executing 
the game plan perfectly. Additional mentions 
for Isla Hackney, Sophie Stelmach and Abigail 
Hallsall for their role in ensuring we won the 
game. We look forward to the next round.

Badminton

On Tuesday, 8 year 9 boys took part in the 
Stevenage schools badminton competition. 
JHN entered two teams. JHN team 2 came 
4th out of the 5 schools that entered and JHN 
team 1 won the competition, meaning they 
are through to take part in the county finals. 
Big congratulations to all boys who took part. 
They were: 

JHN team 1: 
Oliver Ekamem 
Jacques Bernabe  
Karol Pluta  
Thomas Watts 
JHN Team 2: 
Dominic Dabrowski  
Ronan Hislop  
Marcus King 
Ben O’Connell  

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 



NOTICES

Young People and Youth Mass

The Immaculate Conception and  
St Joseph’s Church, Hertford are holding a 
Young People and Youth Mass on Sunday 
20th November at 6pm. It is International 
Youth Day and a global celebration of 
young people. It will be a great chance to 
meet others from around the area or catch 
up with those you already know.  Mass will 
be followed by refreshments in the hall, 
and we look forward to seeing you there. 
Please contact norenehristov@hotmail.
com for further details or if you would like 
to be involved in the Mass

The JHNA came together last week for 
their annual AGM. They thanked Philip 
Cartwright, who stepped down as Chair 
after many years of dedicated  service, 
and voted in the following members:

Chair  Laura Keeling

Secretary   Trisha Brady

Treasurer   David Pond  
  (remaining in position).

The committee discussed plans for 
the year ahead which commence next 
week with the Y7 Christmas Disco. All 
present were thanked for the recent 10p 
Mile event which raised a grand total of 
£700. 

If you would like to become part of a 
forward thinking, proactive (and very 
sociable!) team, please register your 
interest at admin@jhn.herts.sch.uk   
All offers of help, however limited, are 
greatly appreciated. We look forward to 
hearing from you.

 

@YOURGOTRI  #GOTRI

BOOK NOW at gotri.org/whats-on

GO TRI - Hitchin

Winter Months:
Duathlon Format

Locat ion: Hitchin Outdoor Pool, SG5 1HA | Price: £5

Family
Fun for

ages
6+

Run
Bike
Run

Great
experience

for
everyone

mailto:norenehristov@hotmail.com
mailto:norenehristov@hotmail.com
MAILTO:admin@jhn.herts.sch.uk


SAINTS
C O M P E T I T I O N S !

1
term

autumn

2
term

autumn

1
term
SPRING

2
term
SPRING

1
term

SUMMER

2
term

SUMMER

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH

APRIL MAY JUNE JULY

NOVEMBER DECEMBER

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

GEOGRAPHY
All Years
Antarctica Flag 
competition. 
continent. 
Deadline: Week 
after October half 
term

SCIENCE 
KS3 & 4
British Science week Poster 
competition- theme ‘Connections’. 
Deadline is March 3rd

PE 
KS3
Inter house sports

SOCIAL 
SCIENCES
KS3
Have I got news 
for you style quiz 
using kahoot

PE  
KS3 
Inter house sports

RE 
KS3 
National Spirited 
Arts & Poetry 
Competition

COMPUTER SCIENCE 
KS3 & 4 
E Sports competition.

DRAMA
KS3 
Design a set for your favourite 
play or Hollywood movie.

MATHS 
Years 7 & 8  
TT rockstars

FORM TIME
Years 7 
Nativity Christmas 
Crib 

MATHS  
Years 7 & 8  
TT rockstars

MATHS 
KS3 & KS4 
Pi Task to 
celebrate 
Pi Day 
(14th March)

ART
Year 9
Portrait 
competition

Design 
Technology
KS3
Design 
Competition

MATHS
Years 7 & 8  
TT rockstars

CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
& Health and Social 
Care 
KS3 & 4 
Famous people in HSC 

MUSIC 
Years 7-10
Lunchtime event 
where each saint 
group will have a 
music act represent 
them. Points will be 
awarded.

MATHS
Years 7 & 8  
TT rockstars

MATHS
Years 7 & 8  
TT rockstars

BUSINESS 
KS3 
Enterprise 
Challenges

BUSINESS 
KS3 
Enterprise 
Challenges

BUSINESS 
KS3 
Enterprise 
Challenges



THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

In the School Hall 
(drop o� and pick up school reception)
Please remember to bring cash if you want to buy any sweets, 
drinks, churros, crepes or hotdogs!

Friday 25th November
7-9pm

per ticket
£2



BRINGING US ALL BACK TOGETHER AGAIN THROUGH DANCE

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

GYM&DANCE
DISPLAY 20

22

Snacks and Drinks available at the interval
TICKETS ON SALE VIA PARENTPAY

START

Thursday 8th December 2022 

£5
ADULT

£3
PER STUDENT 
/CONCESSION7pm



Wednesday 
14th December

Turkey or vegetarian option, 
roast potatoes, pigs in blankets, vegetables 

and gravy, Christmas pudding, 
drink and a cracker

Traditional 
Christmas Lunch

Christmas lunch must be paid
for in advance on the tills 

by Wednesday 7th December

JHN

Live 
Christmas 

music

All money raised will go to support vulnerable 
families in the community over Christmas.
Please note: No other lunch is available on the day

DONATION

£3.25
Tickets
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