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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

First, I have several updates for you today concerning Covid vaccination, testing and track and 
trace. My thanks to Miss Moles, our Covid supervisor, for this very helpful information.

Prayer

Dear Father, we pray for those who are unwell in body, mind or spirit,
Please bring them your peace in their pain,
Your strength in their weakness,
And your comfort in their sadness.
Through Christ our Lord, Amen.
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

We have been asked by members 
of our community for our prayers 
and support during their illnesses. 
You may know that our priest 
chaplin Father Philip is unwell, 
as well as members of our staff, 
families and children. Please keep 
our community in your prayers and 
thoughts.

Have a restful and enjoyable 
weekend. 

God bless, Mr Mathew

Monday 20 September Year 11 Geography Trip to Norfolk

Thursday 23 September Year 7 N Side Enrolment Evening at 7pm

WHEN AN INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPS COVID-19 SYMPTOMS  
OR HAS A POSITIVE TEST
Pupils should not come into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test result or 
other reasons requiring them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19 (for 
example, they are required to quarantine).

If anyone in school develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, they will be sent home and 
asked to follow public health advice.

Lateral Flow Devices – Home Testing

Please continue to test twice a week. This is recommended on a Wednesday and a Sunday 
evening. If the test result is positive please inform the school molesj@jhn.herts.sch.uk and book 
a PCR test.

Confirmatory PCR tests

If the LFD test result is positive you should self-isolate in line with the stay at home guidance for 
households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection and get a free PCR test 
to check if they have COVID-19.

Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should continue to self-isolate.

If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the positive lateral flow test, and is negative, it overrides 
the self-test LFD test and the pupil can return to school, as long as the individual doesn’t have 
COVID-19 symptoms.

Tracing close contacts and isolation

As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will work with the positive case 
and/or their parent to identify close contacts. Contacts from a school setting will only be traced 
by NHS Test and Trace where the positive case and/or their parent specifically identifies the 
individual as being a close contact. This is likely to be a small number of individuals who would 
be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the close contact. You may be 
contacted in exceptional cases to help with identifying close contacts, as currently happens in 
managing other infectious diseases.

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with 
COVID-19, or are a close contact of someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply:

• they are fully vaccinated

• they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months

• they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial

• they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close 
contact with a positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals 
to take a PCR test if advised to do so. Please inform the school and isolate while awaiting the 
PCR result.

Young people aged 12 to 15 to be offered a COVID-19 vaccine

The Health and Social Care Secretary has announced that young people aged 12 to 15 in 
England will be offered one dose of the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine, following advice 
from the four UK Chief Medical Officers (CMOs).

The main purpose of the COVID-19 childhood vaccination programme is to provide protection 
to the children who receive the vaccine and help to reduce transmission of COVID-19 in the 
wider population.

Healthy school-aged children aged 12 to 15 will primarily receive their COVID-19 vaccination in 
their school (with alternative provision for those who are home schooled), in secure services or 
specialist mental health settings.

Like all school-based vaccination programmes, the vaccine will be administered by healthcare 
staff with appropriate qualifications who are trained in the vaccination of children and young 
people. 

More information on the COVID-19 vaccine, the vaccination programme and how it will work, as 
well as answers to some frequently asked questions, will be included in the guidance for schools 
from Public Health England to be published shortly.

Vaccinations will take place in school on Tuesday 12th October 2021. More information and a 
consent form will be sent out via Parentmail.

I am pleased to be able to report that we have held the first 
of our Enrolment Services this week and it was wonderful to 
celebrate our new year seven students becoming members 
of our community, and in person too. The event was very 
well attended and enjoyed by all. My thanks to Father Nigel 
for celebrating the event with us. The daily routines of school 
continue to be more embedded and the school does feel very 
much as it was before the pandemic. No doubt this will change, 
but it is very reassuring to witness that our children are very 
robust, confident and happy in school.
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On the 15th-19th August year 11 pupil, Lillia Walker represented England at the Dance World Cup 
2021 held at the Telford International Centre. Lilia danced in 4 group dances with her school - 
Ignite Dance Company.

She danced so well and enjoyed every minute of her 
performances (& the whole experience!) - coming home  
with a Silver and 3 Bronze medals!

Her results were:

Senior Show Dance Group - 2nd Place Silver

Junior Tap Group - 3rd Place Bronze

Junior Lyrical Group - 3rd Place Bronze

Junior Contemporary Group - 3rd Place Bronze

A fantastic achievement Lillia - well done! Let’s hope we  
get to see Lillia perform in this year’s Gym and Dance  
Display on Friday 26th November!

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Year 12 student Luke 
Donovan has today (Sun 12th 
Sept) returned home from 
representing the England U19s 
rink hockey team at the 2021 
European Championships held 
at Paredes in Portugal.

Luke has worked tirelessly 
in pursuit of representing 
his country and, together 
with his squad team-mates,  
finished a very credible fourth 
place, losing out 5-4 to a 
professional Italian team for 
the 3rd place bronze medal.

Luke will now focus his efforts 
on attempting to secure 
a place in the U20s team 
due to attend the World 
Championships in Argentina 
next year.

Congratulations to Jeff Ani Joseph 
for his recent achievements in 
badminton.  He has gained an 
invitation to attend the badminton 
England trials at the National 
Badminton Centre as well as 
gaining a  bronze medal for boy’s 
doubles in a recent u15 tournament 
in Gloucestershire. Jeff also won 
a gold medal in boy’s doubles 
and bronze in mixed doubles 
in a recent U15 tournament in 
Stevenage. Well done Jeff - we 
wish you lots of luck in your trials.



MRS SHEPHARD RUNS LONDON MARATHON
2020 was a challenging year for lots of people, however it 
was particularly difficult for my family as my eldest daughter 
Katie (who was in Year 12) was diagnosed with cancer. She 
endured 5 months of intensive chemotherapy, and during 
this treatment showed great bravery and resilience. Katie 
was extremely fortunate to be treated at Addenbrookes 
Hospital in Cambridge, on a specialist ward funded by the 
Teenage Cancer Trust. Thankfully Katie is now in remission, 
but the support from this wonderful charity will continue 
as she recovers over the next few months. Katie’s grit and 
determination has inspired me to run the London Marathon 
in a few weeks to raise money for The Teenage Cancer 
Trust. I have been training for a few months and would be 
so grateful if having read my story and consider sponsoring 
me. I would also like to say thank you for all the prayers and 
thoughtful messages from JHN and the wider community.
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CURRENT JOB VACANCIES:
Click here for more information
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