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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

I must start by apologising to anyone who may have experienced difficulties in contacting the 
school. Over the summer a number of new systems have been introduced:, you will have noted 
the new Arbor app giving you up-to-date student information, for example, and we also have a 
new phone system. This is necessary to accommodate the systems being introduced into our new 
buildings. We are working hard to resolve all the set-up problems. My thanks for your patience and 
understanding.

Our newsletters are usually prepared on the Thursday, hence the lack of any reference to the sad 
passing of Queen Elizabeth II last week. I have copied below a message from Cardinal Vincent 
Nichols.

“On 21 April 1947, on her twenty-first birthday, Princess Elizabeth said, ‘I declare before you 
all that my whole life whether it be long or short shall be devoted to your service.’

Now, seventy-five years later, we are heartbroken in our loss at her death, and so full of 
admiration for the unfailing way in which she fulfilled that declaration.

Even in my sorrow, shared with so many around the world, I am filled with an immense sense 
of gratitude for the gift to the world that has been the life of Queen Elizabeth II.

At this time, we pray for the repose of the soul of Her Majesty. We do so with confidence, 
because the Christian faith marked every day of her life and activity.

In her Millennium Christmas message, she said, ‘To many of us, our beliefs are of fundamental 
importance. For me the teachings of Christ and my own personal accountability before God 
provide a framework in which I try to lead my life. I, like so many of you, have drawn great 
comfort in difficult times from Christ’s words and example.’

This faith so often and so eloquently proclaimed in her public messages, has been an 
inspiration to me, and I am sure to many. The wisdom, stability and service which she 
consistently embodied, often in circumstances of extreme difficulty, are a shining legacy and 
testament to her faith.
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Our prayer is that she is now received into the merciful 
presence of God, there to be reunited with her beloved 
Prince Philip. This is the promise of our faith, and our deep 
consolation.

Queen Elizabeth II will remain, always, a shining light in our 
history. May she now rest in peace.

We pray for His Majesty the King, as he assumes his new 
office even as he mourns his mother.

God save the King.”

A reminder that the school 
will be closed on Monday 19th 
September.

God bless,

Mr C Mathew

Prayer
Dear Lord,
We give thanks to you for the life of your servant Queen Elizabeth II.
We thank you for her life of service, her faithfulness and her kindness.
We thank you for her witness to you, her clear and positive faith, and 
her reliance on prayer,
We thank you for the time she gave to others, for the hope she imparted 
and for the dutiful leadership she demonstrated so often.
We pray now for her family, loved ones and others who will feel her 
passing most keenly.
Lord may your comfort and peace be with them.
In Jesus name,
Amen
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

SAFEGUARDING - Online Safety

A new school year can be a really good time to set up new systems and try to establish better 
habits.  More and more of our parents are understanding the importance of setting controls to 
manage their children’s access to the internet and various apps, and taking the time to set these up 
in order to try to keep their children safer online.  To help you we have an Online Safety section on 
the school website, which has links to sites that can help you to set up these controls.  

We increasingly see problems arising from young people using the internet unwisely; there seem 
to be more and more ways in which they can trip up.  I often think that giving your child a smart 
phone is a bit like giving a novice driver a Ferrari to drive!  Couple this with the fact that the 
change in hormones in a young person mean that they will take risks that an adult would not, and 
there is the potential for disaster followed by distress.

 

Please visit https://www.jhn.herts.sch.uk/2743/online-safety in order to see what support you might 
find. 

https://www.jhn.herts.sch.uk/2743/online-safety


WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Badminton

Congratulations 
to Jeff Ani Joseph 
in year 10 who 
competed in the 
Slovenian youth 
international 
tournament and 
achieved a bronze 
medal in doubles. 

Great North Run 

This weekend Miss McAree ran the Great North Run in place of an 
amazing lady who has recently been diagnosed with Cervical Cancer. 
Miss McAree does not wish to collect sponsorship for this race, but 
wanted to use the run as an opportunity to raise awareness of Cervical 
Cancer and the importance of both cervical screening tests, and the 
HPV vaccine in preventing this cancer. Boys and girls ages 12-13 are 
offered the HPV vaccine in schools; it helps prevent against cancers 
caused by HPV, including cervical cancer. Once turned 25, women 
are invited to attend cervical screening which then routinely happens 
every 3-5 years. This quick and pain free process is integral is spotting 
the early signs of HPV, preventing cervical cancer and providing 
opportunity for early treatment and intervention. Please do not put this 
off if you are eligible for your check-up, it really does save lives. 

More information can be found at: 
www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/hpv-human-papillomavirus-vaccine/ 
www.nhs.uk/conditions/cervical-screening/ 

Congratulations to year 9 
pupil Aoife Donkor who 
has begun her season with 
Arsenal football team as 
part of the Ball squad! 
What an exciting role to 
play!

Badminton and table tennis

Badminton and table tennis trials will 
be held on Tues 27th September in 
the sports hall from 3:15-4:15pm.   Any 
students who would like to participate 
in the Stevenage schools badminton 
and table tennis competitions must 
attend this trial. The competitions 
are in October and teams will be 
selected from the trial. If you have any 
questions, please contact Mrs Tembey 
or Mr. Walton-Adams.

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/hpv-human-papillomavirus-vaccine/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cervical-screening/
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NOTICES

Mon 19th &  Tue 20th Sept  GCSE Geography trip to  
  Norfolk

Wed 21 Sept  International Day of Peace

  7.00pm VIRTUAL Year 9 Parents  
  Meeting for DofE

Thurs 22 Sept 7.00pm Year 7 J Side  
  Enrolment Service

Fri 23 Sept  Year 13 Biology trip  
  to Flatford Mill departs

DATE TIME EVENT

W/B 19TH SEPTEMBER

Year 11 are organising a week 
of fundraising to support Great 
Ormond Street Hospital. Emilka, in 
Year 11, needs a donor kidney and 
is receiving intensive daily dialysis 
treatment while on the waiting 
list. Emilka and her family are 
incredibly grateful for the treatment 
and support she has received and 
we would like, as a year group, to 
support Emilka by raising funds for 
this very worthy cause. She has had 
a series of setbacks recently but is 
determined to return to school and 
continue with her studies. She is an 
absolute credit to the year group 
and we would like to take this 
opportunity to show our support. 

Cake and sweet sales will be 
running from Tuesday 20th 
September through to Friday 23rd 
September at break time. Please 
support this fantastic cause by 
bringing in some money to spend 
- home-made cakes and crisps 
and sweets will be available - all 
proceeds will be donated to the 
hospital.

CURRENT VACANCIES
Teacher of Music

https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/teacher-
of-music-hertfordshire-1695635

Teacher of English with possible TLR

https://www.tes.com/en-ie/jobs/vacancy/
teacher-of-english-with-possible-tlr-
hertfordshire-1695628

 

GCSE POD SUPPORT FOR PARENTS
GCSE Pod receives a lot of queries from engaged 
parents who are interested in how GCSEPod can 
help with revision and home learning. To ensure 
maximum impact from the resource before 
mocks, they have released a video and free 
webinar on how parents can support their child 
with GCSEPod.   

https://unicorntrainingvideos.wistia.com/medias/
m4g4h2yje9

Parents can also register for the free informative 
and interactive webinar here: 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/
register/480437529103983631
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