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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
STUDENTS

SHINE

As we come to the end of our first week back 
together, there is a sense of sadness around the 
school today. This afternoon many of our staff 
and students are attending the memorial service 
for our colleague Lisa Naylor. The messages 
and prayers that we have received from so 
many former students and families testify to 
how much of an impact Lisa had on so many 
lives. She will be greatly missed by us all. We will 
keep her family and friends in our prayers and 
thoughts over the coming weeks. The prayer for 
today has been written by one of our Year 10 
students and is for Mrs Naylor.

A significant number of calls to the school have 
been made from parents and former students 
asking when the school will hold a memorial 
mass for Mrs Naylor. We are organising a date 
and we should be able to confirm it to you next 
week. It is likely to be at the start of March and, 
of course, everyone will be welcome.

I am also sorry to have to pass on yet more sad 
news. We have been informed today that Louise 
Nelson, a former member of staff who was an 
LSA at the school, has passed away. I will give 
you more details when we have them, but we 
know that Louise had been ill for some time. She 
left us a few years ago to travel and to spend 
time with her family. She was a magnificent LSA 
and many of our former students and families 
will remember her well. We keep her and her 
family in our prayers.

This half term is an unusually short one, but 
still contains a great deal of activity! We look 
forward to the Staff Panto, Jazz Nights and, 
of course, KiSS week. The sixth form student 
leadership have been busy preparing events 
for its evenings, and challenges for staff during 
the days. It has been a long time since we have 
been able to operate and enjoy a full KiSS week, 
so I look forward to sharing the timetable with 
you and meeting you all at the various events.

God bless, Mr Mathew

A prayer for Mrs Naylor from one of our 
Year 10 students

Thank you for Mrs Naylor’s  life and all the years 
that she spent at JHN. We remember the good she 
saw in each of us and the love she had for teaching 
and her students. Please give us the strength to leave 
her in your care, in the knowledge of eternal life 
through Jesus Christ.
Help us to see the blessing in today and every day. 
Help us to see the good around us and the good in 
ourselves. Fill our minds with colourful memories of 
Mrs Naylor and a thankful heart that we have known 
her. Let your love protect us from grief and comfort 
those who are sad. 
Amen.



Year 7s exploring the etymology of their name and the significance of 
their favourite place to deepen their understanding of Identity. 

All of KS3 have worked on our theme of ‘Freedom,’ whether it is 
exploring self-expression in Year 7, investigating dystopian worlds 
in Year 8, or diving into how poets can explore the concept of 
freedom in Year 9. KS3 pupils are developing their knowledge 
and understanding of the struggles that individuals have faced in 
fiction, but also in reality, when seeking freedom. Our Year 7s have 
been challenging themselves by reading extracts from Anne Frank, 
Edith Eger, Maya Angelou and Martin Luther King Jr. and have 
been exercising their own persuasive writing skills to craft a speech 
expressing something about which they feel passionate.

ENGLISH

KS3
Our KS3 pupils have made a fantastic start to English this year and have had the opportunity to 
explore English through our themes of ‘Identity’, ‘Freedom’ and ‘Society and the Individual.’  

During the first half term, year 9 looked at the 
theme of ‘Society and the Individual’ by reading 
either To Kill a Mockingbird, The Hate U Give or 
Of Mice and Men. 

These texts stretched our pupils in terms of 
understanding historical context and many 
classes had conversations about why these 
texts are still important and relevant to today’s 
society. Pupils examined how individuals in the 
texts dealt with injustice, racism and sexism as 
well as evaluating the messages Thomas, Lee 
or Steinbeck were trying to convey. After their 
study of the novel, Year 9 students continued 
to build on their understanding of important concepts such as 
power and conflict through exploring a range of poems. Using their 
understanding of these poems, students then created their own 
pieces of creative writing exploring these important themes.



This term Year 7 classes will undertake study of a novel, Year 8s will explore the concepts of 
Crime, Punishment & Justice through a wide range of sources, and Year 9 will begin their study of 
Shakespeare’s tragedy Romeo and Juliet. We can’t wait to see the fantastic work they will produce!

KS3 Literacy, Accelerated Reader

At Saint John Henry Newman, we are passionately committed to ensuring that all of our students 
are competent readers and leave school with this crucial life skill. Key Stage 3 is the perfect place 
to embed these skills and your child has been using software to support them with their reading.  
Each student takes a reading test (Star Reading), once a term which ascertains their reading age.  
Their teacher will then help them choose a book at the right level of challenge for them and when 
this book is finished they can complete a test on this on Accelerated Reader, to check they have 
read and understood it.  It is the English department’s expectation that students will take four 
quizzes per term.  Your child should always have a reading book with them as part of their school 
equipment.   
We would expect our students to be reading for at least twenty minutes a day, five times a week in 
order to make progress. 

Students at KS3 also have a purple Vocabulary Book in which to record new vocabulary, as 
studies show that quality teaching of vocabulary can significantly boost students’ literacy.  More 
information about this will come out with the next newsletter. 

Access to the reading software can be found via the Quick Links drop-down menu on the school 
website.  Your child will have their log-in details written in their library booklets but if there are any 
problems please feel free to contact their class teacher for assistance. 

KS4
Year 10

At the beginning of the year, students studied a 
thematic unit based around the idea of ‘identity’. 
Students explored how writers construct 
meaning through language and structure, and 
literature as a reflection of human experience 
and identity. It was fantastic to see students 
discussing important issues - such as structural 
racism and inequality - and how these impact 
our own identity. 

Lessons focused on developing a range of 
necessary skills which span parts of both the 
Literature and Language exam papers. As 
part of their study, students studied a range 
of poems from the Power and Conflict cluster 
and a range of fiction extracts to sharpen their 
comprehension, analysis and evaluative skills. 
This included:

• Ozymandias
• Kamikaze
• Checking Out Me History 
• My Last Duchess
• War Photographer
• Tissue

Emerging from the study of these texts, 
students began to write their own pieces of 
creative writing - we will return to this later in 
the year. 

Currently, students are finishing a unit focused 
on one Modern Text: An Inspector Calls or Lord 
of the Flies. This unit has allowed students to 
deepen their understanding of how writers are 

shaped by their experiences and writers write 
with intention with close attention to social, 
cultural and historical context, and critical 
theory.

Year 10 students 
exploring ‘The 
Theory of the Mask’ 
in Lord of the Flies

https://ukhosted74.renlearn.co.uk/6700556/


The Modern Text unit aimed to strengthen the 
necessary understanding and skills needed 
to analyse and evaluate characterisation and 
themes, with close reference to what we can 
learn about human nature and experience.  

Students are currently developing these skills 
and knowledge during their study of the 19th 
Century text (The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde, A Christmas Carol or Great 
Expectations). 

Year 11

Students studied the unit ‘Conflict through 
Shakespeare’ last term. This unit was designed 
to further knowledge of how Shakespeare uses 
language, structure and form to explore the 
human condition and the conflict which arises 
through Julius Caesar, Macbeth or Romeo and 
Juliet. Lessons focused on developing a range 
of necessary skills to analyse whole plays. To 
add to the challenge, students were asked to 
draw connections between the play and the 
poems from the Power and Conflict cluster to 
strengthen their comprehension, analysis and 

evaluative skills. This was a strategy used to 
help students prepare for the November mock 
exams. 

After marking and moderating the November 
mock exams, we would like to say a massive 
well done to the students who worked hard 
to revise for their exams. We hope the mock 
feedback provides a useful insight into 
improving your skills. 

Students are now focusing on developing skills 
needed to tackle Language Paper 2 and the 
Unseen Poetry component of the literature 
exam.  
Ms Donachie

KS5
Year 12

English Literature

Students have been enjoying studying Margaret 
Attwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale and Brian 
Friel’s Translations. Both texts scrutinise human 
behaviour and ask challenging questions 
about relationships, identity and the power of 
language. There has been a strong focus on 
wider reading over the term, with competition 
amongst Miss Smith’s class to complete Year 12 
Reading Bingo! As you can see, lots of progress 
has been made already this year!

Next term, the class will be moving on to study 
Carol Ann Duffy’s collection of poems, Feminine 
Gospels, examining her portrayal of gender, 
status and power through inventive use of 
poetic form. 

English Language and Literature

Year 12

The first term has focused on how to apply 
literary and linguistic frameworks to texts. 
Students have been exploring an Anthology 
of fiction and non-fiction texts which feature 
distinctive ‘voices’ from the 20th and 21st 
centuries, including Alan Bennett and Maya 
Angelou. Students have been learning how to 
identify a writer’s voice, as well as developing 
their skills of comparison. 

Alongside this, the class has been studying A 
Streetcar Named Desire, Tennessee Williams’s 
award-winning post-WW2 play, which tells 
the tragic story of Blanche DuBois and what 
happens when she goes to stay with her sister 
and brother-in-law, Stanley Kowalski, in New 
Orleans. Students have been learning about 
Williams’s dynamic use of Plastic Theatre and 
how he uses this to bring the inner conflict of 
the characters ‘to life’ on stage. 

In order to support their literary interpretations, 
students have been learning about critical 
theories - such as Marxism, Feminism and 



Structuralism - which offer a new ‘lens’ through which to view texts. The class made some excellent 
resources to help them apply these theories! 

Students will go on to study Othello and The Great Gatsby next term. We look forward to hearing 
about their interpretations using the critical theories.

Year 13

Our Year 13 students have been working hard on their NEA (Non-Examined Assessment). For 
English Literature students, this is an extended essay based on two literary texts, one written 
before 1900. Students create their own thesis and write a comparison of their chosen texts, 
exploring context, themes and a range of literary devices.

The NEA submission for English Language & Literature students comprises two pieces of creative 
writing, one fiction and one non-fiction, plus an analytical commentary on the writing process. 
Students are currently crafting their creative pieces, which include a film script, short stories and 
memoir extracts. It’s wonderful to see so much creativity and diversity within the students’ choices. 

The NEA process for both courses is challenging yet highly rewarding - we are looking forward to 
reading the final submissions!

Year 13 English Literature students will be moving on to study Othello next term, under the 
theme of ‘Love Through the Ages,’ while Language & Literature students will complete the Voices 
Anthology that they started in Year 12.

Mrs Finch 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
Speak your Mind 6th Form Debate

On Wednesday 23rd of November, a selected group from the Year 13 debating team were invited 
to take part in a unique experience at St Albans Cathedral.

With political and social debate never being so relevant to everyday life, St Alban’s cathedral re-
launched their Speak Your Mind – Sixth Form Debate.

Chaired by the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Hertfordshire, Quintin McKellar, a high quality 
panel were in attendance, including Bim Afolami - MP for Hitchin & Harpenden, Daisy Cooper - MP 
for St Albans, Maswood Ahmed - CEO of ‘Inspire a Million’ and Baroness Claire Fox - House of 
Lords and Director of ‘Academy of Ideas’.

Our 6th form listened intently to the debate: Is it right that some schools, universities and 
institutions practice ‘no platforming’, the action of cancelling or preventing someone holding views 
regarded as unacceptable or offensive from contributing to a public debate? Is this not an attack 
on free speech?



Not only did our students revel in the wonderful 
surroundings of the Nave Chapel at St Alban’s 
Cathedral, they were able to see their local MPs 
respond to spontaneous questions (with varying 
degrees of success!).

As well as being asked to challenge their own 
views on the topic, they were able to hear the 
ideas of two students from different schools, 
which were more relatable to them.

For our politics students, it gave them a real 
insight into how MPs use such forums to express 
their own policies and as competent debaters 
themselves, were delighted to share their harsh 
critique on the way home!

The students are keen to return to their regular 
debating club at the school. They are already planning their own ideas on Wednesday’s topic.

Interested in participating?

The debating club takes place at 3.10pm on Wednesday in room 27. New members from  
both Years 12 and 13 are most welcome.

Ms V Leahy

English Teacher 

FILM STUDIES 
At the root of studying Film is a recognition that films are 
made for a purpose: they are constructed using a range of 
elements – cinematography, mise-en-scène, sound, editing and 
performance (the key elements of film form). At GCSE and A 
Level, students explore how filmmakers use these elements, 
frequently in complex and highly artistic ways, to create 
meaning and reflect key moments in life. 

This term, our Year 11 students have been studying Little 
Miss Sunshine (2006) as part of the U.S. Independent Film 
unit. This unit aims to develop students’ understanding and 
skills through application of specialist film criticism. While 
studying the film, the students have been looking at how 
independently made films differ from large blockbusters, 
and the resulting freedom that gives them; they have also 
focused on developing their knowledge of the differences and 
subversions in Little Miss Sunshine, e.g. the film’s subversion of 
the ‘American Dream’ and the ideal family.

Next term, students are finishing their coursework. The course 
requires students to create one of the following alongside an 
evaluative analysis:

• A short film OR

• A screenplay with a shooting script 

Students have been working on screenplays from a range of genres, including teen film, crime and 
drama, and horror, while those who have chosen to make short films have produced horror films. 
The evaluative analysis requires students to judge their overall production and how their own film 
watching choices influenced their content creation. It has been great to see such a high level of 
engagement and creativity with these tasks and we look forward to reading and watching the final 
outcomes. 

Miss Carney and Ms Donachie



with thanks to Andrew Hall of Safeguarding in Schools and National Online Safety

 

Since its release in 2017, the battle royale simulator, Fortnite, has become very well known 
throughout the world.  The game, which features cartoonish renderings of characters, bright 
colours and non-visceral consequence-free violence, has had a mass appeal to children. Each 
Christmas another draft of young children are induced into its overcrowded multi-player lobbies, 
to the point that there is probably not a school pupil in the country who hasn’t owned it, begged 
their parents for it or played it at a friend’s house.  As a result, more children than ever are exposed 
to multi-player chatting with strangers, and financial exploitation via the game’s spend-to-gain-
advantage operating style.  The game allows children to use real world money to gain perks and 
costumes. From criminal blackmailing, to the coercion of nude exchanges by online ‘friends’ posing 
as children, the danger this game presents from a safeguarding perspective is clear. As an added 
complication, the language surrounding the game used by children is near-incomprehensible, 
frustrating efforts to secure their safety.  Fortunately to allow for greater comprehension, 
Internetmatters.org has published a guide to understanding the game and its terms. You can find 
the link below:  

https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/fortnite-battle-royal-parents-guide-keep-kids-safe-
gaming 

In addition, National Online Safety has produced a poster about Fortnite - see next page.  Parents 
who attended the Year 7 evening earlier this week will hopefully have taken the opportunity to 
download the National Online Safety app that is linked with the school, giving them access to a 
wealth of information and courses that can help them to keep their children safer online.  This is 
available to all of our parents.

To create your account, please follow https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/the-john-
henrynewman-school and complete your details

When you’re set up, you’ll be able to set ‘Parent/Carer’ as your user type.

You can access National Online Safety online via any device- including via our brand-new 
smartphone app. To download the app, please go to: 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos 

Alternatively, search for ‘National Online Safety’ in the App Store/Google Play Store.

You can also scan the QR codes on the poster to get the app.

SAFEGUARDING - Online Safety

https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/fortnite-battle-royal-parents-guide-keep-kids-safe-gaming
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/fortnite-battle-royal-parents-guide-keep-kids-safe-gaming
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/the-john-henry-newman-school
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/the-john-henry-newman-school
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos




Download your Free 
Online Safety App for 
Parents & Carers

Hundreds of online safety guides on the topics you need to know 
about – from screen addiction, fake news and trolling to hacking, 
social media influencers and sexting;

An online safety training course for parents – developed by our 
experts and delivered by online safety ambassador Myleene Klass;

A user-friendly interface with increased functionality – find exactly 
what you need, when you need it;

The option to get notifications to your phone as soon as new content 
becomes available – so you can stay up-to-date with the latest online 
crazes (and risks);

An in-app voting system so you can help determine the subjects 
you’d like us to cover in future;

The facility to personalise your content by favouriting key resources.

On the National Online Safety app you’ll find: Download the free app today

Scan to download on 
Apple App Store

Scan to download on 
Google Play Store

or search for ‘National Online Safety’ in the store

Keep up with the latest apps 
games and tech your children 
are using, with the worlds 
most comprehensive online 
safety app for parents.

Be #OnlineSafetySavvy



Hertfordshire Partnership University NHS 
Foundation Trust (HPFT) provides access to 
talking therapy services in Hertfordshire and 
Mid Essex through a wide range of different 
treatments for adults with common mental 
health problems. The services are part of 
the national initiative Improving Access to 
Psychological Therapies (IAPT). Click here to 
view our ‘What is IAPT?’ animation video.  For 
more information about our service, please visit: 
www.hpft-iapt.nhs.uk

HPFT offer access to free talking therapies 
offered by our NHS IAPT services for anyone 
interested in accessing additional support for 
their wellbeing. 

For more information about our service, please 
visit: www.hpft-iapt.nhs.uk

HPFT would like to offer students and their 
parents the option to attend a workshop 
outside of school hours, they are running a free 
online ‘Managing Study Stress’ webinar for 16+ 
students. Please note this webinar is open to the 
public and those attending will be anonymous. 
To register, go to: https://www.hpft-iapt.nhs.uk

MANAGING STUDY STRESS
There is a webinar for students who are aged 
16+ and currently studying to support wellbeing.  

The webinar explores why we worry about 
the future, how uncertainty makes things 
worse, and what to do about study stress. It 
provides guidance on cognitive and behavioural 
techniques which students can learn themselves 
to manage their own symptoms, stay in the 
present and prepare calmly for the future. 

Exams, studying and academia have often been 
a source of stress for many be that day to day 
study or preparing for an exam. This webinar 
will support you in techniques to manage this.

Worry is not an inevitable consequence of 
stress, rather, it is a mental process we can 
choose to engage in, or not. By writing worries 
down, learning the difference between worry 
and other forms of challenge, and introducing 

balance to our daily lives, we stand a good 
chance of limiting our worry.

The webinar also includes information about 
the free talking therapies offered by our NHS 
IAPT services for anyone interested in accessing 
additional support for their wellbeing.

Key topics covered:

• All about worry: what it is, why we do it and 
how we can do it less often.

• Study stress: how it begins, how we keep it 
going, what to do and what not to do when 
preparing for assessments.

• The CBT Study Stress toolkit: SMART Goals, 
Behavioural tools and Cognitive tools. 

• Cognitive tools: spotting unhelpful thinking 
habits, challenging unhelpful thoughts and 
choosing new, more flexible and realistic 
ways of thinking.

Please note to access our webinar programme 
you must be aged 16+ and registered, or be 
intending to register with a GP, in Hertfordshire 
or Mid Essex.

If you require any additional support registering 
for any of our webinars, please email: hpft.
iaptwebinars@nhs.net.

Self-help videos:

We also have a variety of self-help videos 
available that focus on a range of topics 
including stress, sleep, nature and wellbeing, tips 
for healthcare staff and mindfulness. Click here 
for more information about our self-help videos.

HEALTH & WELLBEING 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3KOYd-EzY68&t=1s
www.hpft-iapt.nhs.uk
www.hpft-iapt.nhs.uk
https://www.hpft-iapt.nhs.uk/resources-and-self-help/webinars/managing-study-stress
mailto:hpft.iaptwebinars@nhs.net.
mailto:hpft.iaptwebinars@nhs.net.
https://www.hpft-iapt.nhs.uk/resources-and-self-help/self-help-videos


Workshops for Parents at all Stevenage MHST Educational Settings

EBSA (Emotion Based School 
Avoidance)

Understanding and Improving 
Your Child's Sleep

Understanding my 
Teenager's Brain

Tuesday 31st January

17:30 – 18:30

Wednesday 8th March

13:30-14:30

Monday 20th March

10:00-11:00
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/emotion-

based-school-avoidance-ebsa-parentscarers-
tickets-503584022367

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/underst
anding-and-improving-your-childs-

sleep-parentscarers-tickets-
503601414387

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/understan
ding-my-teenagers-brain-parentscarers-

tickets-503606960977

HEALTH & WELLBEING 



Netball 

Year 8 Netball Team had their first fixture of 
the North Herts Netball League this week and 
beat Marriotts School 6-1. A great first game 
of the season, well done Amelie Howard for 
superb shooting and Neso Eneil for outstanding 
defending. Next week we have the Year 7 first 
fixture of the year. 

Netball Academy 

Congratulations to Tamzin, Skylar and Saiyuri 
as back in December these three students 
were accepted onto the Hertfordshire Young 
Coaches academy. These students are attending 
an introduction day later this month through 
the Herts Sports Partnership. This is a great 
opportunity for them, and thoroughly deserved 
from all their hard work in lessons and netball club.

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS  
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NOTICES

Here are some pictures from the Christmas Concert that 
was held just before the end of term. It proved to be a 
great sucess showcasing musicians, singers, dancers and 
readers.

The Immaculate Conception and St 
Joseph’s Church, Hertford are holding 
a Young Peoples and Youth Mass on 
Sunday 15th January 2023 at 6pm. It will 
be a great chance to meet others from 
around the area or catch up with those 
you already know.  Mass will be followed 
by refreshments in the hall, and we look 
forward to seeing you there. Please contact 
norenehristov@hotmail.com for further 
details or if you would like to be involved in 
the Mass

Thank you to everyone 
who supported our book 
fair at the end of last term

We were able to choose 
over £50 worth of new 
books for the Library,

The Library elves are 
delighted!

mailto:admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk
mailto:norenehristov@hotmail.com


B R I N G  L U N C H

Y E A R  7

 J E W E L L E R Y  M A K I N G
L E G O  •  G A M E S

Friendship
Club

Friday lunchtime
in the day room

1

COR AD CO R LOQUITUR



NIGHT - 2023

PRESENTS

   in the 
Sports Hall

Bar & Snacks 
Tickets on sale from Monday 16th January 
and are available to purchase on ParentPay. 
All proceeds go to KiSS

£15
INCLUDING 

MEAL
The Saint John Henry 
Newman School



INTERVENTION SESSIONS
THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

3:10PMENGLISH

ENGLISH AS 
TUTOR

3:10PM

3:10PM

3:10PM

ROOM 31

ART & 
GRAPHICS KELLY BLOCK

3:10PMCHILD 
DEVELOPMENT ROOM 25

THURSDAYMONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

MATHS  3:10PM

KELLY BLOCK

GEOGRAPHY 3:10PM

ROOM 44 

ROOM 65

COMPUTER 
SCIENCE 

COMPUTER 
SCIENCE 

SCIENCE 

SPANISH
ROOM 67FRENCH

3:10PM

ROOM 64
SPANISH

3:10PM

ROOM 25

ROOM 25

3:10PM

ROOM  26
3:10PM

RE
ROOM 60

3:10PM

DT LUNCH 3
ROOM 50

DT LUNCH 3
ROOM 50

DT LUNCH 3

ROOM 50

DRAMA
DRAMA STUDIO

Drop in and Intervention

DT LUNCH 3
ROOM 50

WEEK A

BIOLOGY 3:10PM

ROOM 57

SOCIOLOGY 2:30-3:30PM

ROOM 12B

ART
3:10PMOpen studios - Y12&13

KELLY BLOCKART

3:10PMOpen studios - Y12&13

KELLY BLOCKART

3:10PMOpen studios - Y12&13

KELLY BLOCKART

3:10PM

3:10PM

Open studios - Y12&13

KELLY BLOCK

YEAR 13

GCSE

HISTORY
ROOM 6

3:10PM


