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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

A prayer for Faith

Father, today I choose to face my 
fears with prayer and praise. I 
surrender my doubts to You and 
choose to walk by faith - not by 
sight. Fill my heart and life with 
your peace and help me face these 
uncertain times in Your strength 
and power. And those things I 
cannot do anything about, Lord, 
are Yours.
Thank you for being the peace in 
my life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Saint John Henry Newman, pray 
for us.

The introduction of trousers for girls is also 
progressing well, with some female members 
of the school parliament discussing colour, 
style and timescale with us. I will keep you 
updated. I anticipate that everything will be in 
place for their introduction by the start of the 
Spring Term.

Our “Movember” activities to support male 
wellbeing is also developing well, as are the 
moustaches on a number of our staff and 
students. This will culminate in a ‘moustache 
day’ later this month. The opinions of our 
students are very important to us and I have 
been approached by a number of students 
who feel that non-uniform days are past 
their sell-by-date. They commented that 
many students find them stressful and would 
sooner raise funds for our different charities 
in a more imaginative and creative way. We 
will therefore suspend all future non-uniform 
days, to allow for greater discussion; the fast-
approaching non-uniform day will be replaced 
by a cake and sweet sale.

I have a number of updates for you this week, 
and a couple of reminders. First, I can confirm 
that our new builds project is progressing 
well and the concrete floors are being laid 
as I write. The speed with which the build 
has advanced has been very impressive and 
they are even ahead of schedule. This, no 
doubt, may change in the coming weeks 
as a result of the changing weather. I have 
been asked to remind you what the first 
building contains; this building will be some 
specialist art classrooms, a kiln room, a food 
technology room and some general teaching 
classrooms on the ground floor. We have 
had meetings with  students from the school 
parliament to look at the colour scheme, the 
toilet facilities and the layout of the building. 
They had some very good ideas and, as we 
would hope, some wise opinions.

 One area where I need your help more 
directly is in the search for foundation 
governors for our school. We have some 
vacancies for foundation governors fast 
approaching and the process of appointing 
them is quite prolonged. Foundation 
governors are appointed by the Cardinal 
and, as a result, have to be proposed and 
vetted by the Diocese to ensure that they 
meet the criteria for a foundation governor. 
The most obvious criteria are that you must 
be a practising Catholic and able to secure 
a reference from your parish priest, and as 
we are at our quota for parent foundation 
governors; you must also not have any 
children at our school. I can share more 
information with you, or, more importantly, 
anyone you feel fits the job description. 
I will also be writing to our parish priests 
asking them to advertise the role in their  
newsletters.

You will have seen the letter from County regarding face coverings in school. I highlight to you 
that this letter also contained a reference to walk-in vaccination centres for your children, if they 
wish to be vaccinated and have not yet had the opportunity. The NHS vaccination team have 
also confirmed that they intend to revisit our school in December to complete the vaccination 
programme on site. Again, I will update you as soon as I receive the information.

Finally, two reminders and another request. Please ensure that your son or daughter has a 
reading book with them every day. This is essential to help them to develop their literacy and 
thus their ability to access the curriculum. There are many opportunities during the school week 
to read and to develop a love of learning. If you have difficulty 
sourcing a book, please let us know and we will help. I will 
feature a piece specifically on reading in January. The second 
reminder is that every child should be using a wet ink pen – a 
roller ball pen or fountain pen. These pens help children develop 
their handwriting and lead to significantly better presentation 
than a biro. Biro pens should not be used for school work. 

The request is to ask you to consider joining the school fund 
scheme if you have not already done so. We will have a 
significant amount of expenditure over the coming months and 
years to resource and furnish our new blocks, as well as the 
normal additional costs of running the school from day to day.  
I will share with you next week where we have spent some 
school fund monies this term to support departments, and 
consequently your child’s education.

Have a great weekend and thank you for your continued 
support and prayers.

God bless,  

Mr Mathew



KEY STAGE 3
Child Development

Year 9 

There are 2 groups in Year 9 pursuing Child 
Development and they are being taught by 
Mrs Hayward and Mrs Taylor. In preparation 
for Year 10, when the students begin their OCR 
Cambridge National Child Development course (if 
they choose it), the students are working 
on a project where they are designing and 
setting up a nursery for children aged 0 to 5 
years. They started by creating a name plate for 
their nursery and thinking of unique selling 
points that will attract parents to send their 
children to the nursery. They have drawn 
their plans, built the nursery and are now 
painting the different rooms and designing 
wall friezes. Throughout the course of the year, they will be learning 
and researching about safety and security, staffing, data protection, 
children’s rights, advertising, nutrition and various relevant legislation. 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT/HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

KEY STAGE 4
OCR Cambridge Nationals  
Child Development Level 1/2

Year 10

The Year 10 students are taught by Mrs 
Hayward and are currently undertaking revision 
for their external exam in January. We have 
covered the syllabus required last year and are 
now completing recap work, which includes 
practice exam questions and activities to help. 
I have requested that their homework for each 
week is to design revision cards focusing on 
the subject covered in the lesson. It would be 
good if you could have a conversation with 
your daughters to see how they are doing.

They are working very hard and fully engaged; 
I wish them every success in the exam. After 
the exam we will start on the first assignment 
needed for the qualification.

Year 11

The students in Year 11 are taught by Mrs 
Sharp and have been given teacher-assessed 
grades for the exam, RO18, that was cancelled 
in the summer. They can decide whether 
to sit the exam in Jan 2022 based on their 
mock and teacher assessed grades. They will 
then continue with their coursework, RO20 - 
Understand the development of a child from 
birth to five years. They will not be able to 
visit a child at home to carry out their planned 
activities due to the Covid-19 restrictions but 
they will be able to watch a pre-recorded video 
that will be supplied by their teacher. They will 
have a discussion on how they will introduce 
and carry out their activity with the child.  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
cambridge-nationals/child-development-level-1-
2-j818/

KEY STAGE 5
OCR Cambridge Technicals  
Health and Social Care

Year 12 Extended Certificate and Diploma

The students are taught by 2 teachers. Mrs 
Ramsey is teaching Unit 2 - Equality, diversity 
and rights in health and social care to both 
groups. Mrs Taylor is teaching the Diploma 
group, Unit 6 - Personalisation and a person-
centred approach to care. The students will 
sit both these exams in Jan 2022. Mrs Taylor 
is also facilitating coursework, Unit 10 – 
Nutrition for health with both the groups. This 
coursework will be externally moderated in Jan 
2022.    

Year 13 Extended Certificate and Diploma

The students are in the final throes of their 
course and are either revising for their exams 
or completing coursework. Both groups will be 
sitting exams for Units 2 and 3 in Jan 2022 and 
the Diploma group will also be sitting Unit 6. 
Mrs Howard has started Unit 7 – Safeguarding, 
with the Diploma group and they will be sitting 
this exam in May 2022. 

The Year 12 and Year 13 students should 
be revising from their notes, textbooks and 
revision guides. They should also use their 
knowledge organisers and revision check lists. 
They should be practising past paper questions 
and using the mark schemes to mark them.

Below are resources: 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
cambridge-technicals/health-and-social-
care/#level-3

Textbook – Cambridge Technicals Level 3 
Health and Social Care by Maria Ferreiro 
Peteiro et al (Hodder Education)

Revision guide (Units 2 & 3) - My Revision 
Notes: Cambridge Technicals Level 3 Health 
and Social Care by Judith Adams

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/child-development-level-1-2-j818/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/child-development-level-1-2-j818/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/child-development-level-1-2-j818/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-technicals/health-and-social-care/#level-3
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-technicals/health-and-social-care/#level-3
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-technicals/health-and-social-care/#level-3


We would like to introduce you to 
our 6th form wellbeing ambassadors. 
This year we have had an amazing 
group of 35 sixth formers from Years 
12/13 volunteer to help. Each student 
in the team has already received 
training over the last half term from 
Mrs Ince and Angela Lawn our 
School Counsellor. This training will 
continue throughout the year so we 
can support our students in all year 
groups. 

Our wellbeing ambassadors have 
been spending time going into some 
of our KS3 forms and launching 
their service strand over the last 
week.  They will be providing a very 
important role in helping us to offer 
much needed peer support to our 
students. They will also be helping us 
raise awareness of the importance of 
looking after our mental health just 
as much as our physical health. 

The 6th form ambassadors will be 
in the Day Room over breaks and 
lunchtimes. The Day Room is one of 
our much needed wellbeing spaces 
that is used when supporting the 
mental health and wellbeing of our 
students. The 6th form ambassadors 
will be offering a drop in for any of 
our students who feel like they need 
someone to check in with them.  
So please do encourage your sons/ 
daughters to pop in and see them if 
they need to talk.

HEALTH & WELLBEING 

The first group of Year 7s visiting the day room

As part of their role we would like to encourage you all to 
get involved with this month’s Movember campaign www.
uk.movember.com. This amazing Charity helps support 
men’s mental health. Maybe you can get involved as a 
family too in the fund raising.

It is just wonderful to see so many young people stepping 
up to become a wellbeing ambassador. Even more 
wonderful to see so many males involved too as this really 
will help us raise the awareness of men’s mental health in 
our own school community. 

Finally, I would like to bring your attention to our up and 
coming Wellbeing virtual parent support evening on 
Tuesday 16th November at 7pm. This will be focussing 
on helping support young people with Anxiety, hosted 
by myself and Angela. This has been a popular and well 
received topic last year so we hope to see some of you 
there on the evening. A parent mail was sent out sharing 
the details with you earlier this week. 

Thank you for your time and I wish you all luck with 
growing your Mos!



Rugby

Last week saw the year 9 boys rugby team 
play their first game of the season against 
Thomas Alleyne Academy. The boys this 
year have shown a great turn out to rugby 
training and with a squad of  21 players there 
was plenty of opportunity for the boys to 
get a good game. The first half saw JHN 
immediately get on the front foot. With 
continued applied pressure, it was Jacob 
Osmond who produced a well worked 
passing move to finish in the corner. After 
an unsuccessful conversion attempt from a 
tough angle, it was JHN who took an early 
5 point lead. Thomas Alleyne’s hit back well 
with some direct running, especially from their 
forwards. After soaking up some pressure, it 
was JHN who managed to get a try on the 
stroke of half time. A fine solo effort from 
Josh Baguley found himself touching the ball 
down in the corner. Again, a difficult angle 
lead to Xavier Seamen’s attempt at the posts 
to be unsuccessful. JHN took a 10-0 lead at 
half time. The second half saw the pendulum 
swing in favour of Thomas Alleyne. A well 
worked try saw them touch down the ball in 
the corner to narrow the lead to 10-5. JHN 
managed the last part of the game really well, 
keeping Thomas Alleyne pinned backed in 
their own 22. The final score finished 10-5 to 
JHN. An outstanding effort from all the boys, 
especially to those who had never played 
a game of rugby before. Man of the match 
was Josh Baguley for hard hitting tackles, 

powerful running and great sportsmanship. 
Notable mention goes to Seamus Buckley for 
outstanding work rate throughout the game. 
Well done to both teams for putting on a fine 
display of rugby.

Year 11 pupil Alex Martin played in the U16 
Hertfordshire Developing player pathway 
team at the weekend playing against Essex 
and Kent at the StoneX stadium. A great 
achievement to be playing at such a high level 
when developing as a young rugby player.

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Congratulations to Year 11 Ethan Storti who 
has been invited to train with the new British 
Cycling National School of Racing as a guest 
rider at their Southern-based sessions, this 
is an important next step on the Talent 
pathway.  He successfully completed his first 
session last week and is hoping it will lead to 
him becoming a full member of the National 
Programme next year. Good Luck Ethan from 
the PE department 

Football

The year 8 football team played their first 
league match last week, beating a tough 
Marriott’s side. The first half was very 
frantic and quite end-to-end. Marriotts 
were ahead 1-0 going into half time leaving 
JHN a little deflated. After a half time team 
talk the boys came out with desire and 
determination to bring it back to 1-1 by 
scoring from a corner, the goal coming from 
Ejiroghene Efemini. The boys took charge 
of the second half with more possession 
and by showing their physical side across 
the pitch. It was a tight half until the end 
when we were awarded a penalty which 
was successfully placed into the corner by 
Marvin Fordjour. Due to his great second 
half performance and goal, Marvin was 
awarded players player of the match.  
Well done to all involved.

SPORTS CLUBS
The following link gives all years 
information about sports clubs students 
can join outside of school.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S
79G7MpwS3IDPeyNIF6SP21UklXXzCy9c
C8eJ5W6WXc/edit

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S79G7MpwS3IDPeyNIF6SP21UklXXzCy9cC8eJ5W6WXc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S79G7MpwS3IDPeyNIF6SP21UklXXzCy9cC8eJ5W6WXc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S79G7MpwS3IDPeyNIF6SP21UklXXzCy9cC8eJ5W6WXc/edit


THE CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL

A very poignant Remembrance service was 
held yesterday. Led by Father Philip and 
accompanied by some beautiful music. 



THIS WEEKS DATES FOR PARENTS
Month of Remembrance continues

Month of Movember continues

Inter-Faith Week continues

Anti-Bullying Week

Road Safety Week

Year 13 Mock Exams in the Gym all week

Monday 15th Nov Just Talk Day

Thursday 18th Nov Year 12 Study Skills Day in the School Hall

Friday 19th Nov 7.00pm Presentation Evening (with guest speaker Lee Simmons)

DO YOU HAVE ANY UNWANTED 
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS?
If you have any unwanted musical instruments 
or musical equipment at home, the Music 
department will happily take these off of 
your hands. As we are remodelling our music 
curriculum, we are keen to give as many practical 
performance opportunities as possible to our 
pupils and so we will make sure these are put to 
good use. 

Please get in touch with Mrs Evetts, Subject 
Leader of Music by emailing her: evettsc@jhn.
herts.sch.uk

NOTICES

Rylan, in 7KTA, raised nearly £1400 during 
the summer for Diabetes UK. He walked 
over a million steps and even climbed 
Snowdon! He was diagnosed with type 1 
diabetes less than 6 months ago and has 
truly been inspirational, Rylan raised over 
£1385 for diabetes UK and received a medal 
and a wooden plaque.  
Well done Ryan!

Million step challenge

Hitchin Road, Stevenage, Hertfordshire SG1 4AE Tel: 01438 314643 email: admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk www.jhn.herts.sch.uk

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Cor Ad Cor Loquitur • Heart Speaks unto Heart

@thejhnschool

Wednesday 
8th December

Turkey or vegetarian option, 
roast potatoes, pigs in blankets, vegetables 

and gravy, Christmas pudding, 
drink and a cracker

Traditional 
Christmas Lunch

Tickets £3.25
and must be paid via ParentPay 

by Friday 5th December

JHN

Live 
Christmas 

music

Please note: No other lunch is available on the day

Christmas jumper day
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