
“As a former teacher at both St Angela’s and 
St Michael’s schools, as well as at Saint John 
Henry Newman, there are few people in our 
school community who will not have been 
deeply saddened to hear of the passing of 
Eddie O’Callaghan earlier this week. Eddie 
was a man characterised by his wisdom, 
serenity and great sense of humour. As 
member of the RE department his teaching 
room was one of calm, but it was one where  
pupils were engrossed byhis insight and 
experience,  a knowledge rich classroom 
where he nurtured a love for his subject 
area. It cannot be denied that this came from 
his deep, personal faith which has touched 
so many of us in the school, his parish and 
beyond. From leading students in pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land in 2000 to preparing 
candidates for their confirmation, Eddie has 
helped grow so many young people in their 
own faith. 

By the time of his retirement, he had rightly 
earned legendary status among colleagues 
and alumni alike. He never failed to exchange 
a smile in passing along the corridor, or 
laughter as he perched for lunch in the staff 
room. His kindness extended to everyone, 
always asking of family, children, siblings 
and parents depending on who was in front 
of him. It was because of his deep love and 
concern for others that he naturally took 
on a counselling role within the school 
community, bringing a kind, listening ear 

to those who needed it most. And this 
extended beyond the formality of his role as 
counsellor, as Eddie made time and space to 
talk and listen to everyone. He recognised 
Christ in those around him and really lived 
as the hands and face of Jesus. Eddie 
remained very much a part of our school 
community, even after his retirement, and 
his legacy continues today. He remained an 
honorary member of the RE department as 
he returned for a short time on supply, and 
he played a very special role in shaping the 
future of many students who have gone on 
to become RE teachers, past and present, 
easing anxiety and reassuring trainees that 
they were doing a great job! 

It wasn’t just activity within the walls of the 
Nash block that means that Eddie’s memory 
will live on. The ever-popular annual ski trip 
became an institution thanks to the solid 
leadership of Mr O’Callaghan alongside Mr 
Braithwaite, as it created so many memories 
for students and staff alike, and in the last 
few weeks of the summer term, you would 
find Eddie umpiring the annual alumni cricket 
match, alongside Ron Hollings, with equal 
amounts of diligence and humour. Whether 
you knew him as colleague, teacher or friend, 
I am sure it will be impossible to remember 
Eddie without a smile, and we pray that he 
rests in peace, enjoying the views of the 
Tipperary Mountains.”
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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

It is with great sadness that I inform you of the death of one of our former colleagues.  
Eddie O’Callaghan sadly passed away earlier this week as a result of Covid. This follows on from the 
death of his wife earlier in the year; I am sure this loss will be deeply felt by his family and friends 
and our school community. The piece on Mr O Callaghan below is contributed by Mrs Berwick.

A prayer from St John Henry Newman for all those we have lost over the past year.

One of our earlier building projects!

“May He support us all the day long, till the shades lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, 
and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in His mercy may He give us a safe lodging, and a holy rest 
and peace at the last. Amen
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

The return to school has been very successful 
and it has been wonderful to see the school 
community back together once more. We are 
monitoring the current Covid situation very 
closely and the testing programme has been 
successfully completed. I do ask that parents 
and guardians ensure that the home testing 
programme is rigorously followed to ensure that 
every one can be kept safe. 

We have our Open Evening fast approaching 
and it will take place on Thursday 30th 
September. We have made a number of 
changes to the evening to reduce the risks 
of Covid transmission, including three 
opportunities to hear my presentation and so 
ensure smaller audiences. There will also be 
numerous other presentations and a ticket 
system to ensure that crowds are managed.  
I will release more details once the 

arrangements have been confirmed. I do ask 
you to make any family members or friends who 
may be interested in joining our school aware of 
the evening.  

Finally, the arrangements for collecting children 
from the school have worked very well. I remind 
all parents and guardians that the pickup point 
for children is the tennis courts, accessed via the 
second carpark. Children cannot be picked up 
from the first carpark as this is for coaches. We 
wish to ensure the safety of all our children, and 
cars entering the first carpark is a serious safety 
risk. Moving cars and moving children do not 
mix well.

Please keep Mr O Callaghan’s family and our 
school in your prayers and thoughts.

Have a restful and enjoyable weekend. 

God bless, Mr Mathew



This year in PE we will be back to our usual activities. This means we will be doing team and 
contact sports. Therefore, it is vital that we remind you about some health and safety matters that 
we must take into consideration. This relates to kit and equipment. 

Health and safety is a key aspect of PE lessons and we aim to ensure safe practice for all of our 
pupils. The extra equipment below is in line with the recommendations from the associations for 
each of these activities as well as from the Association for Physical Education – ‘Safe practice in 
schools’ documentation.

Please see the list below of safety equipment required for pupils in PE:

Hockey - Shin pads and gum shields are highly recommended at all levels of participation (please 
see the link below). All pupils will take part in hockey.

Football - Shin pads are mandatory in practice and training at all levels of participation  and 
therefore must be worn in PE lessons. All pupils will take part in football.

Rugby (boys curriculum only unless attending extra-curricular clubs) - a gum shield is mandatory 
for matches and highly recommended in training (please see the link below).

https://www.sportsdirect.com/searchresults?descriptionfilter=gum%20shield

This link takes you to a range of gum shields from £3 upwards. Any of these gum shields are 
sufficient. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

If you have not yet had chance to purchase these for your child’s first lesson please do not worry.  
We understand that this may take slightly longer to buy and we appreciate you helping us to 
ensure safety within our lessons.

PE & WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Ex-JHN student Ruffa Meger has began her 
training at Truett McConnell University, Cleveland, 
Georgia, USA.

After playing with the likes of Arsenal and MK 
Dons, Ruffa is now fulfilling her dream and playing 
Women’s Soccer whilst studying for her degree. 
we can’t wait to see her progress even further.

https://www.sportsdirect.com/searchresults?descriptionfilter=gum%20shield


PE AND DANCE EXTRA-CURRICULAR TIMETABLE
All clubs will run from 3:15pm- 4:15pm unless stated.  Pupils to please make their way to the 
changing rooms at the end of the school day. Appropriate clothing must be worn for each activity.

DANCE CLUBS
LUNCH TIME

Wednesday   Year 11 GCSE dance rehearsal time

Thursday   Year 8  
 (please bring a packed lunch on that day as we won’t have much time)

AFTER SCHOOL

Thursday  Year 7 and 8 - in the dance studio.  
 This will be preparation for the gym and dance display so attendance is vital  
 if you want to participate in this show.

The Gym and Dance display will take place this year on Friday 26th November 
at 7pm. More details to follow regarding this. Please see Mrs Tembey if you have 
any questions regarding dance!

Day Activity Where? Teacher in charge Necessary
equipment

Monday Netball club- all year groups

Rugby club- all year groups- boys 
and girls

Football club- year 7+8- boys

Netball courts

Field

Field

Miss Drackford

Mr Miles

Mr. Pride and Mr. 
Walton-Adams

Boots/ gum shield

Boots/ shin pads

Tuesday Fixtures

Wednesday Football club- year 9 +10 Boys Field Mr. Pride and Mr. 
Walton-Adams

Boots/ shin pads

Thursday Football club- girls- All year groups

Hockey club- All year groups- boys 
and girls

Field

Astro

Miss McAree

Mr Walton-Adams

Boots/ shin pads

Shin pads/gum 
shield (bring your 
own stick if you 
want to).

Hitchin Road, Stevenage, Hertfordshire SG1 4AE Tel: 01438 314643 email: admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk www.jhn.herts.sch.uk

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Cor Ad Cor Loquitur • Heart Speaks unto Heart

@thejhnschool

mailto:admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk

