
“Beginning Advent again.  Making those 
resolutions not to allow the busy-ness of 
preparations to distract us from spending some 
extra time with God in this season. Sadness 
at those who are no longer with us.  All these 
things can, if we are not careful, make us sink 
into a ‘here we go again’ state of mind.  But we 
know that we are different people this Advent; 
things have happened over the past twelve 
months to change us, some for the good and 
some not so good. There is a danger of seeing 
life as a circular journey, coming to the same 
point each year.

The human family is not running in a circle but is 
on its way to a common destiny.  Things in our 
history do repeat themselves but the pattern 
it forms is not a circular one but a spiral that 
moves us steadily upwards towards our goal.  
In this light, as we begin Advent once more, 
let us take the advice of St Paul in the Second 
Reading, 

‘Salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
became believers: the night is far gone, the day 
is near. Let us lay aside the works of darkness 
and put on the armour of light… let us put on 
Jesus Christ.’   

Let us walk in the Light of the Lord!”
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Have a wonderful weekend and God bless,

Mr C Mathew

Prayer

God of power and mercy open our hearts in 
welcome. Remove the things that hinder us from 
receiving Christ with joy so that we may share his 
wisdom and become one with him when he comes in 
glory, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever and ever.Amen.

Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

You will note in this newsletter that we have come to the end of Movember. It was a fantastic 
month of awareness and action; my thanks to all of the staff, parents and students who took part 
in the many activities and talks. This weekend is an opportunity for you to vote for the winner of 
the Movember prize as photos and voting forms have been circulated.

The Advent season has begun and I found the following extract from my parish newsletter very 
uplifting and thought provoking:



What a 
MOVEMBER 
it has been!

Who do you think has grown the 
best-looking moustache…….?

The staff & students involved in the Grow 
a Mo challenge have been sensational. 
Not only by growing an itchy tash and 
looking from the sublime to ridiculous but 
primarily for being a constant reminder to 
the school community of the importance 
of the Movember Charity and its focus on 
men’s physical and mental health. 

The final photos are in and now the vote 
begins. Students have the opportunity to 
cast their vote via the post on SMHW.  
The voting opens on Thursday 1st 
December and will close on Tuesday 
6th December.  The winner, who will win 
the coveted Moustache trophy will be 
announced in whole school assembly on 
Wednesday 7th December.

The Make a Move challenge has seen so 
many of the school community commit to 
moving more this month. The challenge was 
to walk or run (cycle or swim…) 60km over 
the month. That’s 60km for the 60 men we 
lose to suicide each hour, every hour across 
the world.  Many thanks to ASK Physio, 
specialist Stevenage based physiotherapists 
for promoting involvement and raising 
awareness. The highlight had to be the 
Stevenage Park Run last Saturday with many 
staff donning moustaches to run around 
Fairlands Valley Lakes.

A huge shout out to our very own super hero 
Seb Atkin in Year 11 who has outdone all the 
staff and completed 60 miles of running 
during the month of Movember. What an 
absolute star. Well done Seb!



Year 10 had a unique way of raising 
funds for Movember through the use of 
the world cup sweepstake. Thank you to 
everyone who contributed to this. 

If you haven’t yet had the opportunity to 
contribute to the Movember campaign 
the good news is that parentpay will 
stay open until the Christmas holidays.  
If you agree that this is a worthy 
cause and would like to donate then 
please do- every little helps to fund 
the charities and enables them to work 
with schools and young people to raise 
awareness. 

Movember  conversations - Over the past week 
Movember has been discussed in the curriculum through 
Creativity and the Voice lessons.  Year 8 in particular were 
considering the many Movember conversations we have 
had and reflected on what the Month of Movember means 
for them. It was a pleasure to be a part of their learning 
experience.

WHO WILL BE YOUR WINNER?
It hasn’t been only staff that 
have become involved with 
the moustache growing.  Our 
Movember campaign for 2022 
has had an impact beyond 
the school. Mr La Gaille is 
just one of our dads that has 
embraced the Movember 
challenge of growing a Mo 
and changing the face of 
men’s health. He raised £100 
in the process and these 
funds will be shared with our 
JHN Movember Charities. 



In Citizenship GCSE, we cover four main 
themes: Living together in the UK, Democracy 
at work in the UK, Law and justice, and Power 
and Influence. Following completion of all 
four themes, students partake in a Citizenship 
in action project. This is a planned course of 
informed action to address a citizenship issue 
and aimed at delivering a benefit or change for 
a particular community or wider society. Taking 
citizenship action, in a real out-of-classroom 
context, allows students to apply citizenship 
knowledge, understanding and skills, and to 
appreciate different perspectives on how we 
live together and make decisions in society. 

Theme A: Living together in the UK

Key questions explored:

• How have communities developed in the 
UK?

• What is identity?

• What are democratic values and where do 
they come from?

• How does local democracy work?

Theme B: Democracy at work in the UK

Key questions explored:

• Who runs the country?

• How does Parliament work?

• How is power shared between Westminster 
and the devolved administrations?

• How does government manage public 
money?

Theme C: Law and justice

Key questions explored:

• What is the law for and how does it affect 
us?

• How does the justice system work?

• Is crime increasing in society?

Theme D: Power and Influence

Key questions explored:

• What power and influence can citizens have?

• What role and influence should the media 
have?

• Does the UK have power and influence in the 
wider world?

In Citizenship, we keep a close eye on current 
news stories and spend time reviewing 
websites, such as YouGov, to gage the public’s 
view on different events. 

Over the last few weeks, the GCSE classes have 
debated the following:

• Should celebrities boycott the football World 
Cup?

• Should Matt Hancock be allowed to take part 
in I’m a Celebrity, Get me out of here?

• Was it right for Liz Truss to resign?

• Should a general election be called?

• Is it ok for people to strike?

• Should taxes be increased for everyone? 

• Is it ok for Insulate Britain protesters to block 
the M25?

CITIZENSHIP



PRODUCTION ARTS

As the new academic year begins, Production Arts 
has already supported many events within school 
including Open Evening, welcome events, whole 
school assemblies, Remembrance Day and the 
first live music event “Showstoppers”.  It has been 
great to get back to having real events.                   

Year 13 are coming to the end of their course 
and are looking forward to events including Staff 
Panto, Jazz Night and the school musical Grease, 
which they have not had a chance to participate in 
yet due to COVID restrictions. They are also going 
on a trip to Disneyland Paris in January to look at 
professionalism in the industry, working practice 
and performance management for shows as part 
of their final units. We are very much looking 
forward to this being a regular trip for the Year 
13’s on the course. 

The Year 12’s are learning skills and techniques 
for productions and the industry that are 
allowing them to explore a variety of styles in our 
productions; the first of these productions will be 
the Gym and Dance Display on the 8th December. 
This will be followed by our Christmas Concert on 
the 12th December, and the Staff Panto “The Little 
Mermaid” in January. This allows the students to 
explore the many areas of the industry and decide 
on a specialism for Year 13 and what follows after.

We hope to see you all at these events to enjoy 
the work that Production Arts has been doing.



WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS - GCSE DANCE 

Dance

On Tuesday, the year 10 and 11 
gcse dancers visited Middlesex 
University to find out more 
about studying dance. We 
learnt about the wide range 
of careers that dance can lead 
to including performance, 
education and the health sector. 
We got to tour the campus 
observing 3 different dance 
classes including contemporary 
and urban. The final part of the 
day was a 2 1/2 hour practical 
workshop with 3 dance 
experts. The students had a 
fantastic time working on their 
improvisation , contact and 
partnering and choreography 
skills. A fantastic day had by all 
and a huge thank you to all at 
Middlesex University for inviting 
us!



Well done to a selection of our amazing year 7 
and 8 footballers who represented JHN in the 
EFL Girls Cup last week. With so many girls 
playing football at JHN, we were able to enter 
two very strong sides. Both teams played some 
exceptional football with goals from; Peyton 
Hughton, Brooke Anderson, Charlotte Batty, 
Regan Robinson, Darcy Kirkby and Isabella 
Perkins. Both teams worked extremely hard, 
playing against some of the best teams in 
Hertfordshire and gaining a respectable amount 
of point across both games. Several outstanding 
body on the line tackles from Makayla Yao 
earned her the player of the tournament award 
for JHN 1. Well done, Makayla. JHN 2 progressed 
to the semi-final where they were held 0-0 to a 
strong Presdales side. Nothing separating the 
teams after fulltime we moved to a nervous 
penalty shoot-out where goalkeeper Ava ‘the 
cat’ Goolding made some exceptional saves 
to accompany a great of penalties, sending 
us to the semi-final. Nerves were high but the 
girls played a controlled game against a strong 
Hitchin Girls side creating chances but not quite 
finding the goal we so desperately needed. As 
our attempts fell short, Hitchin scored knocking 
us out of the competition. JHN 2 player of 
the tournament is awarded to Charlotte Batty 
for a consistent determined and outstanding 
performance. Thank you to Stevenage Football 
Foundation and the Girls Development 
Pathway for running an excellent tournament, 
the standard of women’s football across 
Hertfordshire is fantastic and so great to see.

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS - FOOTBALL 
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NOTICES

CONFIRMATION 2023
If you, or your child, are interested in 
receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation 
next year, please see the following 
information from our parishes:

Church of Our Lady Immaculate and St 
Andrew, Hitchin. For students in Year 9 
and above, please see the link below.

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hitchin/
sacramental-prep/confirmation/

Stevenage Parishes

Registration from students in Year 9 and 
above should arrive no later than Sunday 
4th December to the relevant parish. 
Forms are available from the churches.

UKRAINE - CURTAINS WANTED:
We are hosting 2 Ukrainian Refugees (mother 
& daughter) who will shortly be moving locally 
to their own accommodation which has been 
furnished from an amazing response from 
the Hitchin Parish and local community. Our 
challenge is to find curtains. The windows in 
the living room and one bedroom are 13 ft (4m) 
wide and the curtains need to be full length; the 
second bedroom window is 5 ft (1.5m) wide and 
standard length. If you can help us, we would 
be so grateful. We also need a living-room unit 
suitable for storage / display, Otherwise, we are 
almost there – Please contact Greg on 07850 
273234 if you think you can help.  
Thank you.  
Mary and Greg Hewitson, SJHN Governors

mailto:admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hitchin/sacramental-prep/confirmation/
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hitchin/sacramental-prep/confirmation/


Year 7:  Seasonal Christmas chocolates 
Year 8:  Seasonal biscuits and cakes 
Year 9:   Seasonal savory snacks 
 (crackers, crisps etc) 

Year 10:   Luxury toiletries 
 (such as bubble baths)

Year 11:  Soft drinks (cans or bottles)

Sixth Form:  Christmas Trimmings 
 (crackers, decorations, napkins/tableware)

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN SCHOOL

APPEAL

COLLECTION WEEK: 
Monday 28th November - Wednesday 7th December

Please bring your donations and put 
into the collection boxes around school



BRINGING US ALL BACK TOGETHER AGAIN THROUGH DANCE

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

GYM&DANCE
DISPLAY 20

22

Snacks and Drinks available at the interval
TICKETS ON SALE VIA PARENTPAY

START

Thursday 8th December 2022 

£5
ADULT

£3
PER STUDENT 
/CONCESSION7pm



THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN SCHOOL

Tickets are available by ParentPay.  If anybody in your party has a mobility 
issue, please email the school on Finance@jhn.herts.sch.uk.

Performances by the Choir, Concert Band, A-level and Btec ensembles, 
various soloists, as well as some dance and drama performances. 
All monies raised will go towards supporting the most vulnerable 

members of our school community at Christmas.

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE INCLUDING MULLED 
WINE, MINCE PIES AND OTHER FESTIVE DELIGHTS.

Monday
12th December 2022 

CONCERT

in the Sports Hall
7PM



Please let us know of any dietary 
requirements and mobility issues

RSVP to Mrs A Berwick
Tel: 01438 314 643 

or email BerwickA@jhn.herts.sch.uk

Our students would like to 
invite you to our

 10am - 11.30am

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN SCHOOL

Seniors and Older Adults

CELEBRATION

FRIDAY 16TH DECEMBER

Morning refreshments and 
festive cakes. Seasonal music 

and entertainment


