
 

The John Henry Newman School 

Department of Art and Design 

A guide to GCSE: 

Art Craft and Design 

Textile Design  

Graphic Communication 
 



We have put together a guide in order to give a more insight into the GCSE courses 

that we offer at the John Henry Newman School. This guide is aimed to help both 

parents and students.  

 

We offer:  

Pearson Edexcel Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Art and Design 

This is separated into 3 different endorsements:  

Art, Craft & Design, 

Textile Design 

Graphic Communication 

 

Link to Specification: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/art-and-design-

2016.html 

 

 

Art, Craft and Design 

This is an exciting course which allows the students to work in a variety of different 

ways. Students will be given a theme as a starting point, such as Work, Rest and 

Play, or safely contained. From this, students will paint, draw, collage etc.  and 

combine different techniques to create interesting works.  

 

Textile Design: 

Textiles is a varied course that allows students you to learn new processes such as 

weaving, knitting, stitching and printing. Students will learn how to use new 

materials such as fibres and yarns. You will investigate how textile designers work 

and use this as inspiration for your own ideas. You will also need to draw from a 

range of sources. Drawings will be completed in traditional materials as well as 

drawing with stitch.  

 

Graphic Communication:  

Graphic Communication is very much about letters. Students will explore how 

letters and images can work together to create interesting designs that communicate 

a certain message. Students will create a product such as a poster, illustration etc.  

 

We cannot always offer all of these courses however students can take inspiration 

from each endorsement therefore it is worthwhile to provide a description and 

relevant resources.  

 

 

 



Each individual course is broken up into two components. 

 

Component One: Personal Portfolio 

Coursework 60% of the overall GCSE grade.  

 

Component Two: Externally Set Test 

Exam 40% of the overall GCSE grade 

The Assessment Criteria broken down into 4 assessment objectives.  

 

Assessment Objective 1:  

Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources 

 

This means that throughout the course we will be investigating a range of artists, 

designers and makers. This is recorded through quality artist studies, annotations 

and using them to influence the students work.  

 

Assessment Objective 2:  

Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, 

materials, techniques and processes  

 

Over the course students will experiment with a range wide of media. Exploration 

with materials will help students to build up their proficiency in handling materials, 

techniques and processes. It will help them to generate new and exciting ideas. It 

will encourage them to take risks and work with the results. 

 

Assessment Objective 3:  

Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses  

We encourage a broad approach to drawing at the John Henry Newman School. We 

want the students to be able to draw both a traditional and experimental way. 

 

Assessment Objective 4:  

Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates 

understanding of visual language  

After a period of drawing, experimentation and looking into artists students will 

create their own outcome. It should be an original piece that has the influence of 

other artists.  

Drawing is vital to the GCSE and should be encouraged at all times.  

Here is an excerpt from the GCSE specification guidance on drawing:  

There is a need for all students to develop understanding and skills in forms of drawing that 

are appropriate to their chosen specification title and the context in which the drawing is 



undertaken. Students should use drawing skills for different needs and purposes, to support 

the development process appropriate to their specification title and area(s) of study. However, 

it is important to understand that students are not always required to demonstrate technical 

mastery unless this is appropriate to their chosen area(s) of study. Students should seek to 

use mark making as a way of developing and expressing their ideas.  

Drawing may take different forms. For example, it could be shown through the use of mark 

making as a way of recording ideas, observations or insights. Other ways of drawing may 

include two- and three-dimensional designs, storyboarding, stitch or collage. Examples of 

specific forms of drawing can be found in the individual specification titles. Drawing may 

take the form of mark making, sketching or linear representations using appropriate 

traditional and digital media.  

Students across all the endorsed titles should be encouraged to record the observed world 

using mark making in a medium appropriate to their intentions. Drawing should form part 

of the artistic journey as students develop ideas, work imaginatively, refine work, respond to 

the work of others and create outcomes.  

Drawing can be critical and/or accurate as well as explorative and experimental. It takes 

many forms from two-dimensional mark making, to lines made using materials to define 

three-dimensional space.  



Drawing should not only be seen as a technical skill but as part of the on- going work that a 

student produces in addressing the assessment objectives of both component 1 and 

component 2  

There has been extra emphasis on annotations from the exam board. 

Here is some advice direct from Edexcel: 

The GCSE in Art and design specification requires students to record observations, insights 

and independent judgments visually and through purposeful written annotation, using 

suitable specialist vocabulary, as work progresses.  

The purpose of integrated written annotation is to be supportive of the visual evidence and 

not in any way as a replacement for the practical work.  

The annotation can be presented in many ways such as notes in a sketchbook made during 

visit to a gallery, or museum; it may be short comments made to support visual evidence such 

as sketches, plans, media experiments or samples or notes that explain the decisions made 

during the development of an idea, project or in response to a brief.  



The annotations made should be relevant and informed and not merely descriptive. There is 

no requirement for students to produce extended pieces of writing.  

As part of the introductory period teaching could be based on the learning and use of subject 

specific vocabulary.  

Students could be encouraged to use annotation to analyse critically, evaluate and reflect on 

their own work and that of others. There are a wide range of strategies that can be used to 

focus students on critical analysis.  

Some examples are:  

 Who, Why, What, Where, When and How  

 Form, Content, Process etc.  

 Peer assessment conversations can help students interpret and make connections with 

the work of others.  

 Using the spoken word in critiques and class discussion will help to develop language 

skills and subject specific vocabulary.  

 Using questioning to develop students thinking and response when writing by 

exploring technical language associated with art and design.  

In every endorsed title Students should use the correct vocabulary when annotating 

their work to show that they are developing their knowledge, understanding and 

skills. The following sections explore what this might look like in a student’s portfolio 

for both components 1 and 2.  

GCSE BITESIZE is also a great place to visit for additional resources: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6hs34j 

 

We also post useful documents on the John Henry Newman School under the Art 

and Design section.  

 

http://www.jhn.herts.sch.uk/401/subject-information/subject/1/art-and-design 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6hs34j


 An overview:  

  



 

 

COURSE STRUCTURE: 

 

Traditionally this is how we have successfully structured our course.  

However, this is currently under review in light of the recent changes that school are 

going under.  

 

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

Term 1 Term 1  Term 1 

Skills Workshops: 

Induction into a range of 

different techniques and 

processes to establish 

good practice 

Coursework Coursework 

Mock exam two 

8 week preparation 

period followed by a 10 

hour exam – this work is 

added to the coursework 

after the practice exam  

 

Complete coursework 

worth 60% of overall 

GCSE grade 

Term 2 Term 2 Term 2 

First Themed project Coursework Real Exam begins in 

January  

8 week preparation 

period followed by a 10 

hour exam - worth 40% of 

the overall GCSE grade 

Term 3 Term 3 Term 3 

Complete thematic 

project 

 

Return to skills 

workshops 

Coursework 

Mock Exam one 

8 week preparation 

period followed by a 10 

hour exam – this work is 

added to the coursework 

after the practice exam 

 

Final tweaks to 

coursework 

 

Work is exhibited in the 

end of year exhibition in 

June 2021 – family and 

friends are all invited to 

celebrate the 

achievements at the 

Private View. 

 

You will notice that everything produced on the course up Term 2 of Year 11 is 

coursework and therefore incredibly important.  



Students should not think that they can ease off at various pressure points in their 

studies especially in other subject controlled assessment periods. During the GCSE 

studies students will need to develop their skills in managing their time so that they 

are able to cope with the demands of all their subjects evenly. 

 

You are very important people in the whole process of your child’s GCSE courses 

and your support is crucial. In the Art Department we hope that you will enjoy the 

role you play in the following ways: 

  

 Talk about the work they are producing, ask how they are getting on, ask to 

look at the work and give lots of praise and support. 

 Keep a sketchbook of your own and ask them to teach you the skills they are 

learning in class, draw together, do the independent learning tasks set each 

week you in your book they in theirs. 

 Visit galleries to see the work of artists regularly, 25% of the marks awarded 

at GCSE are given for the understanding and knowledge gained by students 

looking at the work of others artists. 

 Where possible provide specialist art equipment so that students can work 

independently outside the lessons on ideas – we operate an ordering facility 

to make this more accessible and affordable and your child’s art teacher will 

discuss this with them in class.  

 

        

RESOURCES 
 

At the moment, it is very difficult for visits and travel to take place however I 

thought this was a good opportunity to place varied resources in one place for future 

reference.  

 

I have also placed all resources for each discipline together, as at the John Henry 

Newman department, we encourage students to think broadly about where they can 

get their inspirations from: a graphic designer could get inspiration from a fine artist, 

a Textile artist can be inspired by Graphic designer.  

 

Below is a list of useful resources for all disciplines. Keep looking as you never know 

when your next lot of inspiration may come from!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



TEXTILE DESIGN 

Haberdasheries and markets are a great place to get a feel for the range of fabric, 

understand the qualities of the material as well as the surface print and decoration.  

Looking at furnishing fabrics, wallpapers can give you an idea of repeated print 

along with looking at cushions, rugs and clothes. 

 

 

Shops and Markets: 

 Berwick Street, Soho, London: Various shops & market stalls that sell 

different types fabrics 

 Liberties: Close to Berwick Street 

www.libertylondon.com/uk/department/fabric/ 

 Heals:  www.heals.com/home-accessories/soft-furnishings.html  

 Goldhawk Road, West London  

 Walthamstow Market, East  

 Local Markets - such as Hitchin, Stevenage and Letchworth Arena parade 

 John Lewis (Various department stores around the country)  

 www.johnlewis.com/sport-leisure/haberdashery/c9200110070    

 Also look under various department for ideas – wallpaper, rugs, cushions 

for other ideas 

 Cole and Son  www.cole-and-son.com/en/ 

 Timourous Beasties www.timorousbeasties.com/ 

 

Sometimes you can ask for samples, however please check as this can sometimes 

incur a cost.  

 

Websites:  

 Alice Kettle  alicekettle.co.uk/ 

 Sheila Hicks www.sheilahicks.com/ 

 Art and Textiles made in Britain     www.arttextilesmadeinbritain.co.uk/     

 Ex JHN student Lisa Stickley is an established designer 

lisastickleystudio.com/ 

 Textile Artist: https://www.textileartist.org 

 

Clothes and Homewares: 

Explore different collections; go to shops that are different to the clothes that you 

may wear so that you start to understand the bigger picture.  

 

 www.custhom.co.uk/shop/about 

 www.lauraslater.co.uk 

 www.danielheath.co.uk @danielheath.co.uk 

 www.danieladamico.com: see the work of former JHN student here 

 

http://www.libertylondon.com/uk/department/fabric/
http://www.heals.com/home-accessories/soft-furnishings.html
http://www.johnlewis.com/sport-leisure/haberdashery/c9200110070
http://www.cole-and-son.com/en/
http://www.timorousbeasties.com/
https://alicekettle.co.uk/
http://www.sheilahicks.com/
http://www.arttextilesmadeinbritain.co.uk/
https://lisastickleystudio.com/
http://www.custhom.co.uk/shop/about
http://www.lauraslater.co.uk/
http://www.danielheath.co.uk/
http://www.danieladamico.com/


Websites/Magazines:  

 Craft www.craftscouncil.org.uk/magazine/issues/ 

 Selvedge www.selvedge.org/ 

 Vogue www.vogue.co.uk/ 

 I-D i-d.vice.com/en_uk 

 Read reviews London Fashion Week  www.londonfashionweek.co.uk/ 

 

 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 

Websites / Magazines: 

 Baseline Magazine    www.baselinemagazine.com/  

 Creative Review  www.creativereview.co.uk/ 

 Gratuitous Type www.gratuitoustype.com/#intro 

 Eye Magazine www.eyemagazine.com/ 

 Typo Graphica typographica.org/ 

 Typo Graphic posters  www.typographicposters.com/ 

 London Design Festival www.londondesignfestival.com/ 

 

ART, CRAFT and DESIGN 

Exhibitions/Permanent collections:  

Many of these galleries are now offering virtual tours and have lots of online 

resources.  

 Victoria and Albert Museum, Cromwell Road, London, SW7 2RL 

Various collections embroidery, wallpaper, costume (FREE to visit) 

www.vam.ac.uk/ 

 

 British Museum, Great Russell Street, London WC1B 3DG  

Various collections throughout the museum (FREE to visit) 

 www.britishmuseum.org/visit  

 

 Museum of Fashion and Textiles 83 Bermondsey Street London SE1 3XF 

www.ftmlondon.org/  (ENTRANCE FEE) 

 

 William Morris, Lloyd Park, Forest Road Walthamstow, London, E17 4PP  

www.wmgallery.org.uk/ 

 

 

MARKETS 

 Hitchin market, Friday morning for Second hand and antiques 

 London Markets 

 Borough 

 Brick Lane 

 Columbia Road, Flowers 

http://www.craftscouncil.org.uk/magazine/issues/
http://www.selvedge.org/
http://www.vogue.co.uk/
https://i-d.vice.com/en_uk
http://www.londonfashionweek.co.uk/
http://www.creativereview.co.uk/
http://www.gratuitoustype.com/#intro
http://www.eyemagazine.com/
https://typographica.org/
http://www.typographicposters.com/
http://www.londondesignfestival.com/
http://www.vam.ac.uk/
http://www.britishmuseum.org/visit
http://www.ftmlondon.org/
http://www.wmgallery.org.uk/


 Alfies Antique Market, St john’s Wood 

 Portabello 

 Camden Lock 

 Spitafields 

 Greenwich 

 

 

There are now many interesting online resources that have become available too.  

 

A varied mix of places have been included if you or your son/daughter are eager to 

explore.  

 

ISOLATION ART SCHOOL:  

This is an ‘art school’ that has been set up during this period of self isolation. 

You can see lessons from Keith Tyson, Nigel Cooke, Johnathon Yeo amongst others. 

 

https://www.instagram.com/isolationartschool/ 

 

TATE, National Gallery, Royal Academy, Sotheby's, Christies, Gagosian...all these 

galleries have social media platforms and this means you get constant updates from 

the world of art and design  

 

HENITALKS: 

https://henitalks.com: Great website for short videos on a range of aspects in the 

history of art. 

COLLOSSAL: 

https://www.thisiscolossal.com  

 

Google Arts and Culture: https://artsandculture.google.com 

 

Picasso on paper visual tour  

www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/picasso-and-paper-virtual-exhibition-

tour?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AE_ResilientArtN

ewsletter3_Picasso_d_MARKETING_070420&utm_content=version_A&sourceNum

ber=623405 

 

 

Digital Premiere of Phillida Barlow  

www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/digital-premiere-phyllida-barlow-artist-

documentary 

 

Culture in Quarantine  

www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p088hhjd/culture-in-quarantine 

https://henitalks.com/
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/
http://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/picasso-and-paper-virtual-exhibition-tour?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AE_ResilientArtNewsletter3_Picasso_d_MARKETING_070420&utm_content=version_A&sourceNumber=623405
http://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/picasso-and-paper-virtual-exhibition-tour?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AE_ResilientArtNewsletter3_Picasso_d_MARKETING_070420&utm_content=version_A&sourceNumber=623405
http://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/picasso-and-paper-virtual-exhibition-tour?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AE_ResilientArtNewsletter3_Picasso_d_MARKETING_070420&utm_content=version_A&sourceNumber=623405
http://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/picasso-and-paper-virtual-exhibition-tour?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AE_ResilientArtNewsletter3_Picasso_d_MARKETING_070420&utm_content=version_A&sourceNumber=623405
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/digital-premiere-phyllida-barlow-artist-documentary
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/digital-premiere-phyllida-barlow-artist-documentary
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p088hhjd/culture-in-quarantine


 

10 virtual tours of the world’s most famous landmarks 

www.theguardian.com/travel/2020/mar/30/10-best-virtual-tour-worlds-most-

famous-landmarks?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 

Family how to 

www.royalacademy.org.uk/articles/tag/family-how-to 

 

14 inspirational Ted talks for art teachers and students 

theartyteacher.com/ted-talks/ 

 

 

Hottest front-room seats: the best theatre and dance to watch online 

www.theguardian.com/stage/2020/mar/17/hottest-front-room-seats-the-best-theatre-

and-dance-to-watch-online?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 

Museum of modern art (MOMA) 

www.moma.org/magazine/articles/255 

 

Creating artwork using shadows 

 

A useful website is: 

https://www.artfund.org/what-to-see/exhibitions 

http://newexhibitions.com/exhibitions/ 

 

RECOMMENDED DOCUMENTARIES: 

 

Gaga for Dada, now available on Youtube 

Who’s Afraid of Conceptual Art by Dr. James Fox, available on You tube 

The Art of France, BBC  

Hokusai: Old Man to Crazy Paint 

 

ART SUPPLIERS 

 CASS Arts  www.cassart.co.uk/ 

 Atlantis www.atlantisart.co.uk 

 Art Van Gogh, Knebworth www.vycombe-arts.co.uk/ 

 The Range (Various stores around the country) www.therange.co.uk/arts-

and-crafts/art-supplies/ 

 L Cornelissen & Son 105 Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury, London 

WC1B3RY www.cornelissen.com/ 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/travel/2020/mar/30/10-best-virtual-tour-worlds-most-famous-landmarks?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
http://www.theguardian.com/travel/2020/mar/30/10-best-virtual-tour-worlds-most-famous-landmarks?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
http://www.royalacademy.org.uk/articles/tag/family-how-to
https://theartyteacher.com/ted-talks/
http://www.theguardian.com/stage/2020/mar/17/hottest-front-room-seats-the-best-theatre-and-dance-to-watch-online?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
http://www.theguardian.com/stage/2020/mar/17/hottest-front-room-seats-the-best-theatre-and-dance-to-watch-online?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
http://www.moma.org/magazine/articles/255
https://www.artfund.org/what-to-see/exhibitions
http://newexhibitions.com/exhibitions/
http://www.cassart.co.uk/
http://www.atlantisart.co.uk/
http://www.therange.co.uk/arts-and-crafts/art-supplies/
http://www.therange.co.uk/arts-and-crafts/art-supplies/
http://www.cornelissen.com/

