
Curriculum Map – Year 9 Art 

In year 8 the students touched on the first 6 Threshold concepts, these will be repeated in year 9 with the addition of 3 more concepts.  

 Autumn Term  Spring Term Summer Term 

Content  

 

What will I learn? 

 

What do I need to know? 

 

 

Threshold concept: 

Art is not fixed in 

meaning; context is 

everything. 

 

 

 

 

“The meaning of artworks are never 

fixed: what the artists intends and what 

the viewer understands may be 

different. Our individual 

interpretations of art are rarely the 

same but shaped by our knowledge, 

experience and prejudices” 

Chris Francis 

 

Topic: Perspective 

 

Students need to know: 

-The meanings of artworks are never 

fixed 

-Intentions of an artist can be 

compromised 

-The subject matter of an artwork is 

always open to our individual 

Threshold concept: 

Art has value, in 

unequal measures. 

 

 

 

 

 

“The value of art can be measured in 

different ways - personal, cultural, social, 

economic, political, and so on. Works of 

art and artists are not equally valued. 

Artists can be marginalised because of 

prevailing social attitudes. Attitudes to 

art change over time” 
Chris Francis 

 

Topic: Perspective / Portraiture 
 

Students need to know: 
-The concept of the value of art has a long 

history 

-Art has a number of histories in which the 

relative value of artists and art works is 

contested 

-Certain types of art can be considered 

more valuable than others 

Threshold concept: 

Art makes people 

powerful, for good 

and bad 

 

 

 

 
“Art has the potential to influence 

human behaviour. It can evoke 

emotion and provoke action, shaping 

the world for good and bad. Art 

empowers us to notice, question, 

interact and respond. It is a way of 

understanding and expressing our 

existence” 

Chris Francis 

 

Topic: Portraiture 

 

Students need to know: 

-Artists have played a variety of 

roles within their cultures over time 

-Art can have a transformative effect 

on viewers 



interpretation, shaped by our own 

knowledge and experiences 

-Time and place impact the meaning of 

artwork. 

-Are the arts intrinsically or extrinsically 

valuable? 

-The institutions in which we see works of 

art shape our sense of their value 

-Artists can alter the way we see 

things 

-Art has sometimes been used by 

political powers to create propaganda 

-Art can be a way to speak truth to 

power 

Skills/Applications 

What will I learn to do? 

 

  

They need skills in 4 different assessment criteria: 

 

1 – Research: Developing ideas through looking at different artists 

2 – Materials & Techniques: Exploring and controlling media and materials 

3 – Recording: Observational drawing 

4 – Outcomes: Produce and present sustained pieces of work 

 

Autumn Term & Spring 1 

 

 
 Introduction to perspective and the key vocabulary 

used to describe perspective 

 Learning about how you can see perspective in the 

world around you  

Spring Term 2 & Summer Term 

 

 How to analyse the work of artists and consider the 

contexts of their work 

    
 How to utilise a range of drawing methods and the 

appropriateness of the different techniques  

 To take creative risks when considering what 

portraiture should be 

 Idea generating techniques 



        
 Understanding the rules of perspective and be able 

to do them for yourself 

 See/understand how artists have used paint, tone 

and texture to create a sense of depth 

 
 Understand the value of the gridding up process 

  
 How to draw the proportions of the facial features 

in a range of materials 

 How to layout the composition of a study sheet or 

sketchbook page 

 
 Select appropriate sources to explore a theme 

 To comment on and use the work of artists to 

influence your own work 

 To demonstrate visually how the study of others 

work affects your ideas and techniques 

 To refine ideas to meet the demands of a brief 



 Learn the basics of painting and colour mixing, 

understanding colour theory and applying it 

 Begin to understand the affect of colour, hue and 

warm/cold tones on depth.  

  
 To analyse how artists have explored perspective 

and gain an understand of the variety of ways in 

which this has been achieved 

 To try to understand how to utilise methods of 

painting used by artists to develop your own 

technique, colour and mark-making 

 

 To show size in the distance and how objects stay 

the same size but our position makes us view them 

differently 

 To demonstrate what happens to horizontal and 

vertical lines in the distance 

 To learn the proportions of the face and the distance 

between facial features 

                
 To be able to blend and layer paint to create 

realistic tones 

 How to colour mix flesh tones 

 To build fluency in painting techniques such as 

blending, how to use a palette. 

 

 

 



 Technical tips of painting such as loading brush, 

how to use the palette 

 How to blend and layer strokes to create effects 

 

Key questions that I will 

have to consider in the 

unit.  

What are the formal elements? 

How can these elements be used together to create a work 

of art? 

What is perspective? 

Where can you see examples of perspective in every day 

life? 

How are artists affected by the context of their time/place 

as well as social/political and economic factors? 

How can I review and refine my work to understand where 

my own strengths lie? 

What are the rules around landscape painting?  

What happens when the rules are broken? 

 

  

What is the purpose of a portrait? 

Why, in the age of the camera, social media and the 

internet do we even bother to make portraits? 

What should a portrait do?  

What can a portrait do? 

What should you want your portrait to explain about you? 

What does a portrait communicate? 

What does a portrait tell you about the sitter? 

How can self and peer assessment help me to develop my 

work further? 

How can I use the fundamentals of drawing to make my 

artwork better? 

How will my learning be 

assessed? 

-Holistically assessed across all four assessment objectives: 

AO1 – developing ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual and other sources, 

demonstrating analytical and critical understanding. 

AO2 – explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes, reviewing and refining ideas 

as work develops. 

AO3 – Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, reflecting critically on work and progress. 

AO4 – Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and, where appropriate, makes connections 

between visual and other elements  

-End of term drawing assessment 

 

-This project lends itself to a series of self and peer assessment due to the single outcome.  

-Range of samples and thumbnail sketches can be done to test their understanding of the theory. 

-Key terms should be used so they become familiar with the main theory. 

-Pupils can evaluate the work of the artists and use this to compare to their own work. 



Literacy/Numeracy/SMSC 

HEROs/Careers 

Literacy  

 Literacy is developed through the use of art specific vocabulary and vocab booklets  

 Questioning is used and oracy is developed through art discussions 

 Art specific vocabulary displays are in each classroom 

 Researching and analysing the works of famous artists 

Numeracy 

 Numeracy is used through measuring and looking at proportions of objects 

 Measuring boxes to create a grid for accurate drawing  

 Planned strategic thinking 

Careers 

 Discussing the work of famous artists 

 Researching the lives of the artists 

 Careers displays in classrooms 

 Researching professional development of artists 

 Introducing different specialisms and subject pathways 

Creativity 

 Problem solving skills 

 Creative thinking and idea generation 

 Making connections between the art that has come before and what is to come later in their projects 

 Developing self-efficacy and intrinsic motivation in pupils helps them to overcome barriers 

 Innovation through noticing and making connections 

 Risk taking and looking at things from a different point of view 

 Deep thinking and questioning, curiosity and motivation 

 Allowing pupils to explore in a safe space and learn from their mistakes 

 Developing self-efficacy and intrinsic motivation, a willingness to overcome barriers 

SMSC 

 Resourcefulness 

 Awareness of other cultures 

 Understand the importance of cultural changes in art 

 An appreciation for art in society 



 Provide students with the opportunity to study their own and other cultures using their research to help them to be 

creative. 

 

How does this link to 

learning I have done 

before or am going to 

experience later? 

In year 7 and 8 you looked at the fundamentals of mark-making in art. You considered how to apply marks which you 

will now use with a paint brush in both the Perspective and Portraiture projects. 

 

You previously used colour mixing in year 7 to create a colour wheel and then applied this when painting in year 8. These 

images use a wider range of colours so this skill is now more challenging. You have previously considered art history 

movements such as Pop Art and are now learning about impressionism, we are looking at this movement in further detail 

and the analysis is going to use more art specific terminology. You previously used the grid method in your landscape 

drawings which you will now use for your portraits to practice the skill for more complicated objects 

Previously, you looked at the proportions of the body, drawing an object to scale, focusing on individual shapes and then 

refining those shapes. This will be looked at again but with more challenging images in year 9. 

 

These are important skills to develop if you are considering studying art at GCSE and A Level. You are required to have 

a strong foundation of drawing skills and to be able to experiment with a variety of materials. You are art analysis skills 

are important as you will study a range of artists in even more depth.  

 

What can I do at home 

(with my family) to 

develop my understanding 

further? 

-Visit art galleries and analyse the artwork that you see. Use artistic vocabulary to describe the art, following the structure 

of: Content, Form, Process, Mood. 

-Create observational drawings based on images which you see in front of you 

-Buy a sketchbook to use to note down observations, recordings, thoughts, interesting patterns, textures, etc.  

-Watch Portrait Artist of the Year or Landscape Artist of the Year  

-Watch Grayson Perry’s Art Show 

https://www.tate.org.uk/about-us/learning-programmes 

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids 

The Louvre’s “Tales of the Museum” 

 Metropolitan Museum of Art’s Met Kids 

British Museum's  An interactive "tour"   

 

 

 

https://www.tate.org.uk/about-us/learning-programmes
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids
https://www.louvre.fr/en/tales-of-the-museum
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/metkids/
https://britishmuseum.withgoogle.com/


 

Access the library for the following books: 

      
 

 


