
Curriculum Map – Year 8 Art 

 

 Autumn Term  Spring Term Summer Term 

Content  

 

What will I learn? 

 

What do I need to know? 

 

 

Threshold 

Concept: Artists 

use (and abuse) 

traditions 

 

 

 

“Artists learn the ‘rules’ and 

conventions so they can decide 

when to break them. Some artists 

work within established traditions 

and genres, others tease and 

disrupt these in alternative ways. 

Definitions of art are always 

changing” 

Chris Francis 

 

Topic: Purpose of drawing  

 

Students need to know: 

-Each culture has developed its 

own ‘rules’ or conventions of art. 

These reflect the development of 

artistic practice in particular 

locations at particular times 

Threshold concept:  

Artists play – with 

ideas, materials and 

failure 

 

 

 

“Artists take creative journeys 

exploring materials, ideas and 

technologies. Unpredicted outcomes 

can emerge through purposeful 

play. Artists take risks and trust 

their intuition. They embrace ‘happy 

accidents’ and learn from 

‘mistakes’” 

Chris Francis 

 

Topic: Power of drawing 

 

Students need to know: 

-How and why artists embrace 

‘purposeful play’ 

-The importance of creative risk-

taking, trusting your intuition, 

making mistakes 

Threshold concept:  

Art engages; head, hands, 

heart 

 

 

 

 

“Artists use their heads, hands and hearts, 

to varying degrees, during the creative 

process. Art appeals to the body and mind. 

To engage with a work of art a viewer might 

also employ all of their senses. Art can 

evoke a heightened sense of place and 

wonder.” 

Chris Francis 

 

Topic: Drawing for fun Graphics 

 

Students need to know: 

-The conception of an artists has change 

significantly over time and across the world 

-Artists have to engage with the physical, 

emotion and intellectual in varying degrees 

-An artist’s head, heart and hands meet the 

viewer’s, creating a one-of-a-kind 

conversation 



-Artists working in one culture, 

with one set of ‘rules’ about how to 

depict reality, can often influence 

artists in other cultures to reject or 

adapt their own ‘rules’ 

-There is often a link made between 

tradition and skill 

-Artists attempt to communicate 

their vision of the world to others 

  

-The value of the ‘journey’ within 

art making – becoming lost, finding 

your way; trusting process; problem 

solving via materials 

-There are many purposes to 

drawing and the power drawing has 

 

 

 

 

 

Skills/Applications 

What will I learn to do? 

 

  

You will develop skills across 4 different assessment criteria: 

 

1 – Research: Developing ideas through looking at different artists 

2 – Materials & Techniques: Exploring and controlling media and materials 

3 – Recording: Observational drawing 

4 – Outcomes: Produce and present sustained pieces of work 

 

Autumn Term 
 

 
 Utilise a range of drawing 

methods including marking 

skills 

 Focusing on the layout and 

presentation of the 

sketchbook page and study 

pages for learning and 

experimenting 

Spring Term 
 

 
 Looking at complicated 

objects and breaking them 

down to the basic shapes 

 

Summer Term 
 

  
Understanding what Graphic design 

is and what graphic designers do  

 Looking at the use of typography  

 Learning how to draw letters and 

font accurately 

 

 



 

 
 Create drawings of three-

dimensional objects, 

spheres, cubes and 

cylinders, revisiting from 

year 7 

   
 Research a range of artists 

including Jim Dine, Mark 

Bradford and Nigel Peake 
 

 

 Observational drawing 
based on the use of the 
formal elements 

 How to create a range of 
visual marks which vary in 
tone  

 How to create an 
observational drawing of a 
three-dimensional object  

 

 
 

 
 Using the formal elements 

form, line and colour 

 
 

 
 Considering how lettering an 

images work together, combining 

the two  

 
 Analysing the work of artists and 

graphic designers including Javier 

Mariscal, Lisa Stickley and Ed Vere 



 Observational drawing from 

both primary and secondary 

sources 

 Taking creative risks in 

what you think drawing 

should be 

 
 Gathering of information on 

artists 

 
 Idea generating techniques, 

through both practical and 

written annotations 

 Composition and the use of 

space within the study page 

and sketchbook 

 Explore the composition of 

the sketchbook and study 

page 
 

 
 

 Looking at the artist 

Leonardo da Vinci, 

exploring how his drawings 

were also a teaching aid  

 Challenging the perception 

of what drawing can be  

 The use of self-assessment 

and peer assessment to aid 

progress  

 

 

 
 Using a range of different media, 

including collage, watercolour 

paints, fine liners to produce a mix 

media pieces. 

 
 Producing their own illustrated 

characters inspired by the artists 



 An element of surprise, the 

joy of the happy accident 

 The sketchbook is the place 

where you will see the 

thinking  

 
 Creating a final mix media 

piece inspired by artist 

Mark Bradford and Nigel 

Peake 

 

  

 
 

 Observational drawing of the 

Anatomy 

 Utilising a range of different 

media 

 
 Idea generating techniques, through 

both practical and written 

annotations  

 Continued use of the study page and 

sketchbook thinking about the 

composition and the use of space 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key questions that I will 

have to consider in the 

unit.  

What is the purpose of drawing? 

How can the formal elements be 

used together to create artwork? 

How can I use the fundamentals of 

drawing to create accurate studies?  

What tools can I use to make it 

more effective?  

Where can I find the information I 

need to help me progress?  

How can I use the fundamentals of 

drawing to create accurate studies?  

What did I learn from year 7 that I 

can bring into my work this year?  

What is graphic design and where is it used 

in day-to-day life? 

How can graphic designers communicate 

information visually? 

What can illustration be used for? 

How do artists create characters? 

 

 



What resources have I been given 

to help me?  

What did I learn from year 7 that I 

can bring into my work this year?  

How can drawing help me 

understand and share knowledge?  

 

 

How can peer and self assessment 

help me to develop my work 

further? 

What do you notice about the 

drawings we are looking at? 

 

 

How will my learning be 

assessed? 

-Baseline test in observational drawing 

-Holistically assessed across all four assessment objectives: 

1 – Research: Developing ideas through looking at different artists 

2 – Materials & Techniques: Exploring and controlling media and materials 

3 – Recording: Observational drawing 

4 – Outcomes: Produce and present sustained pieces of work 

-End of term drawing assessment 

Literacy/Numeracy/SMSC 

HEROs/Careers 

Literacy 

 Literacy is developed through the use of art specific vocabulary found in our vocab booklets 

 Discussion activities and word banks 

 Structuring discussion and oracy 

 Subject specific displays of terminology 

Careers 

 Researching professional development of artists 

 Introducing different specialisms and subject pathways 

 Researching and analysing the works of famous artists 

Numeracy 

 Numeracy is used through measuring and looking at proportions of objects when drawing them 

 Planning and strategic thinking 

Creativity 

 Problem solving 

 Creativity thinking and idea generation 

 Innovation through noticing and making connections 



 Risk taking and looking at things from different points of view 

 Deep thinking and questioning, curiosity and motivation 

 Allowing pupils to explore in a safe space and learn from their mistakes 

 Developing self-efficacy and intrinsic motivation, a willingness to overcome barriers 

 Developing perseverance, having a chance to take risks 

SMSC 

 Resourcefulness 

 Awareness of other cultures 

 Begin to understand the importance of cultural changes on the art 

 An appreciation of the place the Arts has in our society 

 Provide students with the opportunity to study their own and other cultures using their research to help them to be 

creative. 

 

How does this link to 

learning I have done 

before or am going to 

experience later? 

Pupils join year 8 with a strong foundation of drawing and understanding the formal elements which they learnt about in 

year 7. The technical skills build in complexity this year and there is a stronger focus on accuracy of drawing now that 

the students confidence and dexterity has developed.  

 

The year 8 projects allow students to build fluency and automaticity when drawing to allow them to begin to explore with 

a wider range of materials, including further use of collage and paint. The students risk taking skills are developed further 

and they become more willing to embrace complex challenging artwork. Art history also becomes more challenging 

through looking at a wider range of artists and exploring some in further depth, such as Leonardo Da Vinci.  

 

Year 8 allows the initial building blocks of year 7 to be cemented, and further experimentation takes place. The students 

confidence is built to allow them to take on more demanding challenges in year 9, such as landscapes and portraits.  

 

 

What can I do at home 

(with my family) to 

develop my understanding 

further? 

-Visit art galleries and analyse the artwork that you see.  

-Use artistic vocabulary to describe the art, following the structure of: Content, Form, Process, and Mood. 

-Create observational drawings based on images, which you see in front of you. 

-Buy a sketchbook to use to note down observations, recordings, thoughts, interesting patterns, textures, etc.  

-Watch Portrait Artist of the Year or Landscape Artist of the Year  



 

 

-Watch Grayson Perry’s Art Show 

-Access a library for the following books: 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
 
 

 


