
Curriculum Map – Year 7 Art 

The KS2 national curriculum and our feeder schools state that pupils should be taught: to record their observations, to improve their mastery of art techniques 

(including drawing, painting and sculpture) and about great artists.  

 Autumn Term  Spring Term Summer Term 

Content  

 

What will I learn? 

 

What do I need to know? 

 

 

Threshold concept: 

Artists make 

marks, drawing our 

attention 

 

 

 

 

“Mark making, often in the form of 

drawing, is considered to be the 

foundation of art – a way of thinking 

visually. It can be used for different 

purposes and is a powerful form of 

communication” 

Chris Francis 

 

Topic: The Formal Elements 

 

Students need to know: 

-The definition of mark making is not 

fixed or limited to the materials that 

you find in an art cupboard.  

-Art (mark making) doesn’t have to 

be a precious exercise.  

-Worry less about creating impressive 

marks and pay more attention to the 

qualities and subtleties of mark 

making. Think carefully, observe 

sensitively, and question often. 

Threshold concept: 

Art communicates, 

in every sense 

 

 

 

 

 
“Art, in many forms, tells us of our 
past, present and future, shaping and 
influencing our lives in significant 
ways. However, Art is not dependent 
on language or logic; it has the 
capacity to communicate directly 
with our nervous systems” 
Chris Francis 

 

Topic: Pattern and Collage 

 

Students need to know: 

-Art history continually informs the 

art that we now make, experience 

and imagine.  

-Humans have always attempted to 

communicate the products of their 

imaginations in a variety of forms. 

-Our ability to communicate through 

and with art is not fixed or limited 

Threshold concept:  

Art has its own 

language, shaped 

across time and 

space  

 

 

 

“Works of Art exist of formal and 

visual elements such as line, tone, 

form, pattern, texture and colour. 

These elements combine to 

communicate in many ways, often 

suggestive of histories and traditions”  

Chris Francis 

 

Topic: Pop Art 

 

Students need to know: 

-That works of art consist of formal 

and visual elements including: Line, 

Tone, Shape, Colour, Texture, Form, 

Pattern and Space.  

-Our interpretations of art are subject 

to change and are shaped over time 

and space.  

-Artworks exist as evidence of action. 

-The formal and visual elements 

combine within an artwork to 



-The meanings of marks are not fixed 

and are open to interpretation by 

individual viewers.  

-How we read and interpret marks is 

shaped by our experiences, 

knowledge, understanding and 

intuition.  

but subject to change with age and 

experience, for good and bad. 

-Art has a language of its own. We 

need head, heart and hands to get the 

most out of our experience of art. It’s 

not always easy to put into words 

how art can make us feel.  

 

communicate in many different ways, 

often suggestive of histories and 

traditions.  

-Artists can play with these endless 

possibilities. 

 

Skills/Applications 

What will I learn to do? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

You will develop skills across 4 different assessment criteria: 

 

1 – Research: Developing ideas through looking at different artists 

2 – Materials & Techniques: Exploring and controlling media and materials 

3 – Recording: Observational drawing 

4 – Outcomes: Produce and present sustained pieces of work 

 

Autumn Term 

 
 Use the vocabulary that is 

specific to the different formal 

elements  

 Experiment with different tools 

and their uses 

 Create sketchbook pages which 

focus on learning and 

experimenting 

 Create a variety of outcomes on 

different scales, vary the pressure 

of your materials and focus on 

measuring out 

Spring Term 

 Be able to see the positives and 

negatives in the processes 

 Begin to challenge their 

perception of what drawing can 

be 

 

 To become aware of how 

contemporary 

artists/makers/designers respond 

to similar sources and concepts. 

 To describe artists work-notes for 

reaction/opinion. 

Summer Term 
 

 
 Realise the appropriateness of the 

different drawing techniques 

 Take creative risks in what you 

think drawing should be 

 Idea generating techniques 

 Using the sketchbook as a place 

where you see the thinking 
 

 



 Think about the pressure, speed, 

pencil, variety of pencil marks, 

range of methods of making one 

 

 Develop more in depth working 

knowledge of colour theory 

 Discuss and research the mood, 

emotion and symbolism of colour 

 Explore colour mixing, blending 

and layering 

 Discussing tones and tints and 

hues 

 

 

 

 
 

 How to list/present/use 

sketchbook 

 
 Understand the need to and value 

of reflection, evaluation and 

refinement 

 Be able to review work and 

understand where your own 

strengths lie 

 Begin to consider what it is that 

you still need to know to improve 

your work 

 Analyse work and plan what to 

do next 

 
 Appreciate the contribution other 

class members can make to your 

development 

 Be willing to take advice and act 

on it 

 Research the history and 

contextual factors which lead to 

the movement Pop Art 

 Study the work of Roy 

Lichtenstein and the contextual 

influences on his work 

 Express informed opinions using 

key vocabulary 

 Make connections between the 

past and now 

 
 Utilise a range of drawing methods 

 Show visually how the study if 

others work effects own ideas and 

techniques. 

 

 Refine ideas to meet the demands 

of a brief 

 Be willing to take advice and act 

on it 

 To embrace an element of 

surprise, the joy of the happy 

accident 

 



 Observational drawing based on 

the use of the formal elements 

 How to create a range of visual 

marks which vary in tone 

 How to create an observational 

drawing of a three-dimensional 

object 

 
 Develop confidence when 

working with a range of media. 

 Understand how to use a variety 

of approaches to interpret relevant 

sources. 

 Be encouraged to work outside of 

their comfort zone in a positive 

and creative environment.  

 How to create a composition 

which has a focal point 

 Collage and cutting as a form of 

drawing 

 Develop an outcome from the 

visual research 

 
 

 

 

 Begin to consider what it is that 

they still need to know to improve 

their work 

 

 Produce an outcome that using the 

influence of artists 

 Review and refine to create final 

presented piece 

 

Key questions that I will 

have to consider in the 

unit.  

What are the formal elements? 

How can these elements be used 

together to create a work of art? 

How can I use the fundamentals of 

drawing to create accurate studies? 

How can I use the structure of simple 

shapes to draw more complex things? 

How can I make my work better/use 

range of strategies to improve? 

What tools will help me make the 

most effective work? 

How can I use what I’ve done in class 

to help my homework? 

What have I noticed? 

Revisit the questions from term one 

and also consider…. 

What did I do in term one that can 

help? 

Where can I find the information I 

need to help me progress? 

What can I do that’s different? 

What does my feedback say? 

How can I improve this? 

Are there other ways I can do it? 

What would happen if……? 

What alternatives do I have? 

What if I take a risk and try……? 

Can I get help from a peer? 

Revisit the questions from term one 

and two and also consider…. 

What would the artist do in this 

situation? 

Do I understand the words being used? 

Do I know all I need to about my artist 

to help me complete this work? 

What resources have I been given to 

help me make progress? 

How do contextual factors (social, 

political, economical) impact art? 

 



How will my learning be 

assessed? 

-Baseline test in observational drawing 

-Holistically assessed across all four assessment objectives: 

1 – Research: Developing ideas through looking at different artists 

2 – Materials & Techniques: Exploring and controlling media and materials 

3 – Recording: Observational drawing 

4 – Outcomes: Produce and present sustained pieces of work 

-End of term drawing assessment 

Literacy/Numeracy/SMSC 

HEROs/Careers 

Literacy 

 Literacy is developed through the use of art specific vocabulary found in our vocab booklets 

 Discussion activities and word banks.  

 Structuring discussion and oracy 

 Subject specific displays of terminology 

Careers 

 Researching professional development of artists 

 Introducing different specialisms and subject pathways 

 Researching and analysing the works of famous artists 

Numeracy 

 Numeracy is used through measuring and looking at proportions of objects when drawing them 

 Planning and strategic thinking 

Creativity 

 Problem solving 

 Creativity thinking and idea generation 

 Innovation through noticing and making connections 

 Risk taking and looking at things from different points of view 

 Deep thinking and questioning, curiosity and motivation 

 Allowing pupils to explore in a safe space and learn from their mistakes 

 Developing self-efficacy and intrinsic motivation, a willingness to overcome barriers 

 Developing perseverance, having a chance to take risks 

SMSC 

 Resourcefulness 

 Awareness of other cultures 

 Begin to understand the importance of cultural changes on the art 

 An appreciation of the place the Arts has in our society 

 Provide students with the opportunity to study their own and other cultures using their research to help them to 

be creative. 



How does this link to 

learning I have done 

before or am going to 

experience later? 

Pupils come to JHN with a diverse range of experiences in Art. We start by focusing on the formal element to 

allow all children to reach the same base line. One project is developed through the first two terms to establish 

the structure and pattern of all subsequent projects. We do not expect pupils to have an extensive knowledge of 

the Art. We try to communicate ideas in a way that is accessible to pupils. Examples of this are teaching visual 

communication through children’s illustration and discussing Pop Art. This allows them to discuss art that is 

relevant to their every day life.   

 

We only expect that pupils keep their eyes open to the world and endeavour to persevere. Art is all about action 

and reflection. It builds determination and dexterity. The technical skills and competencies build in complexity 

over the key stage. From pencil and tone to paint and graphics.The formal elements become more complex in 

year 8 and the methods more intricate. Often learning to combine and layer and understand the effects of each 

media. 

 

Art history grows from opinion and description through to understanding how the work fits into a cultural 

context. Eventually they should gain a broad range of artist knowledge and understanding that the rules of are 

there to be broken. Year 7 allows the building block to be created that make the foundation for all courses. We 

develop risk taking gently, to build confidence so that in Year 9 they are far more willing to embrace more 

complex challenges such as portrait. 

 

What can I do at home 

(with my family) to 

develop my understanding 

further? 

-Visit art galleries and analyse the artwork that you see. There are often resources that can be used to support this or 

tour guides. Use artistic vocabulary to describe the art, following the structure of: Content, Form, Process and Mood 

-Create observational drawings based on images or objects which you see in front of you 

-Buy a sketchbook to use to note down observations, recordings, thoughts, interesting patterns, textures, etc.  

-Watch Portrait Artist of the Year or Landscape Artist of the Year  

-Watch Grayson Perry’s Art Show 

-Explore these websites/programmes online to further your research and understanding: 

The Tate learning programme 

The Louvre’s “Tales of the Museum” 

Metropolitan Museum of Art’s Met Kids 

British Museum's interactive "tour"  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.louvre.fr/en/tales-of-the-museum
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/metkids/
https://britishmuseum.withgoogle.com/


 

 

Access a library for the following books: 

       

       
 

 


