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Welcome 

Welcome to the A level Sociology course. Most students who choose to study A level  

Sociology are new to the subject; no prior learning or knowledge of the subject is 

required, just curiosity and a desire to learn more about the world in which we live. The 

study of Sociology compliments and enhances a range of other A level subjects including; 

Psychology and Economics (the other 2 Social Sciences) as well as History and Government 

and Politics. Studying Sociology will allow you to begin to look at society and what is going 

on around us in a new way. You will begin to see beneath the surface and many of you 

will begin to challenge some of your own views and assumptions by what you learn. 

Sociology raises many questions, often involving various forms of inequality, which exists 

between groups. For example, why do some groups of children do better in education 

than others? Who is more likely to go to prison and why? This key theme of power and 

inequality is one that is central to all of the units studied in Sociology A level, as well as 

those of culture, identity and the impact of globalisation. These themes are to be 

interpreted broadly as threads running through many areas of social life. Integral 

elements such as sociological theory and methods underpin all that we study.   

Sociology students are encouraged to be critical thinkers and to be active participants in 

their own learning. Questioning and debates are fundamental in Sociology lessons and 

students regularly lead lessons and chose areas of interest on contemporary issues to 

present to classmates. Studying Sociology will provide you with important employability 

skills and is great preparation for those wishing to progress to higher education. Indeed 

many Sociology students do go on to study Sociology at university as a single discipline or 

in combination with subjects such as Psychology, History or Criminology.   

 Students are encouraged to take the study of Sociology outside the classroom. Indeed, 

many students have visited courtrooms, enjoyed listening to visiting speakers such as 

magistrates as well as seeking voluntary work in charitable organisations such as the 

Sutton Trust.  You will also have the opportunity to attend a criminology conference and 

listen to a range of speakers who will discuss various aspects of the criminal justice 

system. 

I hope you enjoy the study of Sociology. It is a fascinating subject, one that will change, 

and challenge your perceptions of the world in which you live!   

Link to Specification: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-

7192/introduction  
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Course outline  

Year 12 Education Methods in 
context 

Families and 
Households 

Theory and Methods 

 Students are expected to be 

familiar with sociological 

explanations of the following 

content: 

• The role and functions of the 

education system, including its 

relationship to the economy 

and to class structure 

• differential educational 

achievement of social groups 

by social class, gender and 

ethnicity in contemporary 

society 

• relationships and processes 

within schools, with particular 

reference to teacher/pupil 

relationships, pupil identities 

and subcultures, the hidden 

curriculum, and the 

organisation of teaching and 

learning 

• the significance of educational 

policies, including policies of 

selection, marketisation and 

privatisation, and policies to 

achieve greater equality of 

opportunity or outcome, for an 

understanding of the structure, 

role, impact and experience of 

and access to education; the 

impact of globalisation on 

educational policy. 

 

Students must be able 
to apply sociological 
research methods to the 
study of education. 

Students are expected to be 

familiar with sociological 

explanations of the following 

content: 

• the relationship of the family to 

the social structure and social 

change, with particular 

reference to the economy and 

to state policies 

• changing patterns of marriage, 

cohabitation, separation, 

divorce, childbearing and the 

life course, including the 

sociology of personal life, and 

the diversity of contemporary 

family and household 

structures 

• gender roles, domestic labour 

and power relationships within 

the family in contemporary 

society 

• the nature of childhood, and 

changes in the status of 

children in the family and 

society 

• demographic trends in the 

United Kingdom since 1900: 

birth rates, death rates, family 

size, life expectancy, ageing 

population, and migration and 

globalisation. 

 

Students must examine: 

• quantitative and qualitative methods of 

research; research design 

• sources of data, including 

questionnaires, interviews, participant 

and non-participant observation, 

experiments, documents and official 

statistics 

• the distinction between primary and 

secondary data, and between 

quantitative and qualitative data 

• the relationship between positivism, 

interpretivism and sociological methods; 

the nature of ‘social facts’ 

• the theoretical, practical and ethical 

considerations influencing choice of 

topic, choice of method(s) and the 

conduct of research 

• consensus, conflict, structural and social 

action theories 

• the concepts of modernity and post-

modernity in relation to sociological 

theory 

• the nature of science and the extent to 

which Sociology can be regarded as 

scientific 

• the relationship between theory and 

methods 

• debates about subjectivity, objectivity 

and value freedom 

• the relationship between Sociology and 

social policy. 

 



Course Outline 

Year 13 Crime and Deviance Beliefs in Society Theory and Methods 

 Students are expected to be 

familiar with sociological 

explanations of the following 

content: 

crime, deviance, social order and 

social control 

the social distribution of crime 

and deviance by ethnicity, gender 

and social class, including recent 

patterns and trends in crime 

globalisation and crime in 

contemporary society; the media 

and crime; green crime; human 

rights and state crimes 

crime control, surveillance, 

prevention and punishment, 

victims, and the role of the 

criminal justice system and other 

agencies. 

 

Students are expected to be familiar with 

sociological explanations of the following 

content: 

ideology, science and religion, including both 

Christian and non-Christian religious traditions 

the relationship between social change and 

social stability, and religious beliefs, practices 

and organisations 

religious organisations, including cults, sects, 

denominations, churches and New Age 

movements, and their relationship to religious 

and spiritual belief and practice 

the relationship between different social groups 

and religious/spiritual organisations and 

movements, beliefs and practices 

the significance of religion and religiosity in the 

contemporary world, including the nature and 

extent of secularisation in a global context, and 

globalisation and the spread of religions. 

 

Students must examine: 

• quantitative and qualitative methods of 

research; research design 

• sources of data, including 

questionnaires, interviews, participant 

and non-participant observation, 

experiments, documents and official 

statistics 

• the distinction between primary and 

secondary data, and between 

quantitative and qualitative data 

• the relationship between positivism, 

interpretivism and sociological 

methods; the nature of ‘social facts’ 

• the theoretical, practical and ethical 

considerations influencing choice of 

topic, choice of method(s) and the 

conduct of research 

• consensus, conflict, structural and 

social action theories 

• the concepts of modernity and post-

modernity in relation to sociological 

theory 

• the nature of science and the extent to 

which Sociology can be regarded as 

scientific 

• the relationship between theory and 

methods 

• debates about subjectivity, objectivity 

and value freedom 

• the relationship between Sociology 

and social policy. 

 

 



Assessment 

You will sit three exam papers at the end of year 13 to get your qualification in A level 

Sociology. Each of the papers are 2 hours long.    

What the examiners are looking for 

• AO1 Knowledge and Understanding  

• AO2 Application  

• AO3 Analysis and Evaluation 

  

Knowledge and Understanding means you need to know and understand some of the main 

ideas and methods sociologists use, and what they have discovered as a result of their 

studies.  

Application involves linking ideas, theories and studies to the set question, clearly showing 

their relevance to what you have been asked about.  

Analysis involves explaining things in detail, showing how ideas fit together, comparing and 

contrasting, organising answers logically and drawing conclusions.  

Evaluation Involves judging something, such as the advantages and disadvantages of 

different research methods or the arguments for and against a sociologist’s views 

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 

Education with Theory and 
Methods  

Topic in Sociology  Crime and Deviance with Theory and 
Methods 

Education 
 

Outline two…    (4 marks) 
Outline three… (6 marks) 
Applying Material from Item A, 
analyse two…    (10 marks) 
Applying material from item B 
and your knowledge evaluate…          
(30 marks) 

Section A  
Families and  Households 

 
Outline and explain two… (10 marks) 
Applying material from item A, analyse 
(10 marks) 
Applying material from item B and your 
knowledge, evaluate…            (20 marks) 

Crime and Deviance 
 

Outline two…    (4 marks) 
Outline three… (6 marks) 
Applying Material from Item A, 
analyse two…    (10 marks) 
Applying material from item B and 
your knowledge evaluate…                                                  
(30 marks) 

Method in Context  
 

Applying material from item C 
and your knowledge, evaluate 
the strengths and limitations of 
using… (method) to investigate… 
(issue in education)  (20 marks) 

Section B  
Belief in Society  

 
Outline and explain two… (10 marks) 
Applying material from item A, analyse 
(10 marks) 
Applying material from item B and your 
knowledge, evaluate…            (20 marks) 

Theory and Methods 
 
Outline and explain two…          (10 
marks) 
Applying material from item C and 
your knowledge, evaluate… (20 marks) 

Theory and Methods 
 
Outline and explain…             (10 
marks) 

 



Getting Started 

Society 

The social world is changing. Some argue it is growing; others say it is 

shrinking. The important point to grasp is, society does not remain static over 

time; it constantly changes – through decades, centuries; and across countries 

and societies. To get you thinking about the nature of society use the links 

below to help you to answer the following questions: 

• Give 3 different ways society has changed over the last 100yrs – think 
about the different areas of social life and work. 

• Why has society changed? Why are societies different? 

• Research the 3 main political parties – Conservative, Labour and Liberal 
Democrat: What are their main ideas? How are they different? 

• If you were in power, what would your first four items be on your 
agenda? What would you hope to do? 

https://www.parliament.uk/about/mps-and-lords/members/parties/ 

http://simplepolitics.co.uk/questions-and-answers/who-are-the-parties-and-what-do-they-stand-for 

 

 

What is Sociology? 

Watch the video clip on YouTube: What is Sociology? Crash Course Sociology 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnCJU6PaCio and make notes on what 

you understand about Sociology. 

Key Concepts 

Find the definitions for the following key sociological terms: 

• Socialisation (primary socialisation and secondary socialisation) 

• Norms 

• Values 

• Beliefs 

• Culture 

• Social Class 

• Gender 

• Ethnicity 

https://www.parliament.uk/about/mps-and-lords/members/parties/
http://simplepolitics.co.uk/questions-and-answers/who-are-the-parties-and-what-do-they-stand-for
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnCJU6PaCio


Next Steps 

 

Sociology is everywhere 

Sociology is everywhere so you will be able to see aspects of it in all forms of 

media. Try searching for the following titles and make notes on any videos you 

watch; try to keep it relevant to the topics taught in Sociology (Education, 

Families and Households, Beliefs and Crime and Deviance).  

• What did you learn about society?  

• How does the programme link to the topics you will be studying? 
o Stacey Dooley documentaries (BBC iplayer/YouTube)  
o Black Mirror (Netflix) – Nosedive episode 
o School Swap documentary(4OD)  
o Louis Theroux documentaries(Netflix) 
o Dispatches documentaries (40D) 
o Panorama documentaries (BBC iplayer) 
o Educating Essex or Yorkshire 

 

Sociological theory 

A theory, for our purpose, is something that explains the relationship between 

two or more things. A perspective can be defined as a way of looking at and 

seeing something. To have a perspective, therefore, means to look at 

something (whatever that thing might be) in a particular way. When we talk 

about the sociological perspective, therefore, we are talking about the 

particular way those sociologists, as opposed to non-sociologists to try to 

understand human social behaviour. 

 

Use the internet to find out about the main sociological theories. For each one 

explain the main idea and concepts and the key sociologists and try to link the 

views of these perspectives to some of the programmes you have just 

watched. For example, how would functionalists see the role of the schools 

shown in the Educating Essex and Yorkshire series? 

 



• Functionalism 

• Marxism 

• Feminism 

• Action Theories 

• Postmodernism 

• Which sociological perspective do you agree with? Why? 
 

The YouTube channel below is good for summaries of the main theories: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMJ-

AfB_7J1538YKWkZAnGA 

https://revisesociology.com/sociology-theories-a-level/ 

https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/topics/group/theory-methods-key-terms 
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Building Skills 

 

Crime and Deviance 

Using the internet, research the answers to the following questions and give 

examples: 

• What is a crime? 

• What is deviance? 

• What are laws? 

• What is a white-collar crime?  

• Moral crimes include offences such as prostitution, underage drinking 
and illegal drug use. Why do some people argue that such crimes are 
‘victimless’? 

• What is cybercrime? Name some examples of cybercrimes.     

• What is a hate crime? 

• What do you think is more effective in reducing crime: crime prevention 
or harsher punishments? 

https://www.coursehero.com/sg/introduction-to-sociology/defining-crime-in-

sociology/ 

 

Go on the following website and research crime in your area or the area near 

your school. https://www.crime-statistics.co.uk/postcode/AL10%208NL and 

answer the following questions: 

• Where does most crime take place? 

• What are the top three crimes/offences? 

• Why do you think that those crimes are committed in your area? Think 
about socio-economic issues and location. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.coursehero.com/sg/introduction-to-sociology/defining-crime-in-sociology/
https://www.coursehero.com/sg/introduction-to-sociology/defining-crime-in-sociology/
https://www.crime-statistics.co.uk/postcode/AL10%208NL


Building Skills 

Once you have begun to understand Sociological theory and key concepts, we 

can begin to study some of the main topic areas within Sociology A-Level: 

Education, Families and Households and Crime and Deviance. Answering the 

following questions will give you a brief introduction to each of these topics. 

Education 

Research the History of Education in the UK and answer the following 

questions: 

● When did education become compulsory in the UK?  
● Prior to compulsory education, what were the differences in who used 

to receive schooling?  
● What are the oldest and newest subjects?  
● How have the methods of dealing with behaviour changed over time? 
● What are some of the major changes that have taken place in UK 

education in the 20th and 21st centuries?  
○ Consider the impact of the following policies: 

■ Education Act 1944 (Tripartite System) 
■ Comprehensives 1966 
■ Education Reform Act 1988 

● Your personal view on – what is the role and purpose of education? 
https://www.schoolsmith.co.uk/history-of-education/ 

https://getrevising.co.uk/revision-notes/social-policy-and-education 

 

Education and Families in the News 

• Find the definition of meritocracy.  

• Read the following news article https://www.tes.com/news/few-one-20-
born-poorest-areas-go-university and answer the following questions: 

o Does this article suggest we live in a meritocracy?  
o Why is it important that ‘poor’ students go to university? 

• Find 5 news articles that link to Education and/or Families. Download 
and print. Some things to look out for are: immigration, poverty, 
benefits, exam results, private education, achievement, free schools. 

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Sociology 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/sociology 

https://www.schoolsmith.co.uk/history-of-education/
https://getrevising.co.uk/revision-notes/social-policy-and-education
https://www.tes.com/news/few-one-20-born-poorest-areas-go-university
https://www.tes.com/news/few-one-20-born-poorest-areas-go-university
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Sociology
https://www.theguardian.com/education/sociology


A-Level-Ready 

Research Methods 

 

Along with Sociological Theory, Research Methods is the other integral 

element of the Sociology A level course which underpins all that we study in 

Sociology. Sociologists use a range of methods depending on their perspective, 

which include questionnaires, interviews, observations and many more.  

 

In Sociology, data on society is collected in different ways. You are going to 

conduct your own sociological survey and collect data on an aspect of society 

that particularly interests you (for example, why do people leave school for 

college? Why do people go travelling? Why do people drink underage? How 

people coped with isolation during the Coronavirus pandemic). You will use the 

results of your research to write an essay evaluating the strengths and 

weaknesses of using each of these research methods when collecting data. 

 

Questionnaires 

You must design a questionnaire, with between 6-8 questions on your given 

area. You will need to break your topic up into smaller questions. 

For example: 

1. What is your age? 

2. Are you male or female? 

3. Did you go travelling because… (pick one) 

• You didn’t want a job 

• You had family abroad 

• You wanted an adventure 
 

4. Where did you go travelling? 

5. Would you go travelling again? Yes/No 

 



You will need to carry out your questionnaire on a range of different people. 

Aim to ask a minimum of 5 people the same questionnaire. Try to ask people 

outside as well as inside your household by emailing the questionnaire to 

them. Remember to include a brief introduction to explain the purpose of your 

questionnaire.  

 

Task 2: Presenting your questionnaire findings 

You will need to present your findings from the questionnaire in either in a 

graph or a pie chart and explain what you have found.  

http://www.sociology.org.uk/revgrm1.pdf  

 

Interviews 

Next design a set of interview questions (between 6-8) on the same area as 

your questionnaire (You can use the same questions or pick new ones, this is 

up to you). 

For example: 

1. Please give me 2 reasons why you decided to go travelling?  

2. Did you travel alone? Why? 

3. Would you go travelling again? 

 

This time ask different people from those who completed your questionnaire. 

Again, try to include people outside as well as inside your household by using 

platforms such as zoom or Whatsapp. Aim to carry out your interview on at 

least 3 people. Think about how you will keep a record of the responses you 

receive. 

 

Presenting your interview findings 

You will need to draw conclusions from your interviews and explain what you 

have found. 

http://www.sociology.org.uk/revgrm1.pdf


http://www.sociology.org.uk/revgrm1.pdf  

 

Evaluating questionnaires and interviews: Answer the following essay 

question: 

 

Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of using questionnaires and interviews 

when collecting data.   

 

You will need to explain both the positives and negatives of using both 

questionnaires and interviews. Consider some of the practical and ethical 

issues that are linked to using these methods. You must also explain any 

difficulties you had and why, and come to an overall conclusion of which 

method worked best for you. You should write between 650 and 750 words. 

http://www.sociology.org.uk/revgrm1.pdf  

I would like you to email your essay to me at school on 

youngerj@jhn.herts.sch.uk. Please see below for the marking criteria I will use 

to assess your response. 

 

 

 

 

Quality of Response Criteria 

3 You have produced a high quality questionnaire and interview that has addressed a 
variety of questions. You have evaluated both the positives and negatives of both 
these types of research methods. You have come to a balanced conclusion and 
reached a judgment on which method worked best for you. 

2 You have produced a good questionnaire and interview that has looked at different 
questions. You had pointed out both the positives and negatives of both research 
methods. You have come to a conclusion on which method worked best for you. 

1 You have a poorly constructed questionnaire and interview with limited questions. 
You have only looked at the positives or negatives of both types of research methods. 
You have not reached a conclusion.  

http://www.sociology.org.uk/revgrm1.pdf
http://www.sociology.org.uk/revgrm1.pdf
mailto:youngerj@jhn.herts.sch.uk


Extension Tasks 

Future Learn course – What is Sociology? 3-week course 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/what-is-sociology 

 

Other sources of information/ways to develop you sociological understanding 

of local, regional, national and global issues: 

• BBC News 

• ‘Thinking aloud’ Radio 4 podcast 

• Twitter #sociology  

• Panorama 

• Read a range of different newspapers  

• Social media  
 

Extra reading: 

• Gang Leader for a Day by Sudhir Venkatesh  

• Watching the English: The Hidden Rules of English Behaviour by Kate Fox  

• Chavs: The Demonization of the Working Class by Owen Jones  

• Animal Farm by George Orwell  

• Lord of the Flies by William Golding  

• We Should All Be Feminists by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

• A few kind words and a loaded gun. Noel ‘Razor’ Smith 
 

 

 

 

 

I hope you have all enjoyed completing these A Level Sociology activities. I look 

forward to welcoming you all in person when the A level course begins. 

Mrs Younger 

 

 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/what-is-sociology

