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1. Welcome  

An Outline of the course and specification 

Welcome to the Religious Studies course.  Currently the course is split into three 

equal components, Christianity, Philosophy and Ethics.  It is a really interesting, 

enriching course and If you are naturally curious; ‘philosophy’ means ‘the love of 

wisdom’! It is likely to affect the thinking you do and the kind of person you 

become. 

You will not just learn through reading and writing, but through theological, 

philosophical and ethical dialogue.   If you are enthusiastic and confident in 

advancing your own understanding through discussion and debate and open to 

having your assumptions and opinions challenged, then you will enjoy the nature of 

the Religious Studies course. Religious Studies will develop your general problem 

solving skills as it will help you to analyse concepts, definitions, arguments and 

problems. It will also contribute to your ability to organise ideas and issues, deal 

with questions of value and to extract what is essential from vast quantities of 

information. 

The Christianity module includes 

the study of: 

 •religious beliefs, values and 

teachings, key moral principles, 

beliefs about the self, death and 

afterlife and beliefs about the 

meaning and purpose of life; 

•practices that shape and express 

religious identity, including the 

diversity of practice within a 

tradition;  

•significant social and historical 

developments in theology or 

religious thought including the 

challenges of secularisation, science, 

responses to pluralism and diversity 

within traditions, migration, the 

changing roles of men and women, 

feminist and liberationist 

approaches; •how developments in 

beliefs and practices have, over 

The Philosophy of Religion 

module of the course includes 

the study of:  

 

Philosophical issues and 

questions raised by religion and 

belief including the nature and 

influence of religious experience; 

 •challenges to religious belief 

such as the problems of evil and 

suffering; •philosophical 

language and thought through 

significant concepts and the 

works of key thinkers; 

 •how views of religious 

language have changed over 

time;  

•how the philosophy of religion 

has, over time, influenced and 

been influenced by developments 

 The Religious Ethics module 

of the course includes the 

study of: 

 

 Ethical language and thought 

through significant concepts 

and the works of key thinkers, 

illustrated in issues or debates 

in religion and ethics;  

•the application of ethical 

theory to two personal, societal 

or global issues of importance, 

including religious ethical 

perspectives;  

•how ethical language in the 

modern era has changed over 

time; 

•how the study of ethics has, 

over time, influenced and been 

influenced by developments in 

religious beliefs and practices, 



time, influenced and been 

influenced by developments in 

philosophical, ethical, studies of 

religion and/or by textual 

interpretation 

in religious beliefs and practices, 

ethics or textual interpretation 

the philosophy of religion 

and/or textual interpretation. 

 

Link to the current Specification 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies-as-a-level#tab_overview 

Getting Started 

We will get started by considering what influences our moral making. We will focus 

on just some parts of the Ethics component focusing on two contrasting ethical 

theories. Throughout the booklet you will find a range of different resources and 

activities, including text, videos, webpages and articles. After each section there are 

some questions to check your understanding and to organise your thoughts. You do 

not have to hand in any notes that you make, but you are welcome to do so if you 

wish and I will be happy to offer feedback if that would be helpful. 

What is Ethics?  

Throughout history people have wondered how to live a good life. The Abrahamic 

faiths consisting of Judaism, Christianity and Islam, believe that God has revealed to 

humans how they should live a good life and that he will judge them after death on 

their actions.  There are other religions, such as Hindus and Buddhist who believe 

that good actions in this life result in a good rebirth in the next life. Some people 

who do not believe in God or an afterlife find other ways of deciding how to live the 

best life. 

The name given to people’s views on what is right and wrong is morality. This 

might be influenced by a person’s religion, family, friends or the society in which 

they live. The area of Philosophy that explores the nature of morality is ethics. 

The study of Ethics examines the guiding principles that direct an action. Ethics is a 

study of the various systems of moral values that exist today. Ethics analyses how 

these moral values influence a person’s actions and the purpose of doing good rather 

than bad.  To put it simply Ethics is the study of right and wrong. 

Today modern ethics is concerned with 4 fundamental questions: 

Do good/bad and right/wrong exist? 

What is meant by the moral terms good/bad and right/wrong? 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies-as-a-level#tab_overview


Are there good/bad actions and right/wrong actions? 

What should the individual or society do in order to be morally good or right? 

The study of Ethics is not completely new to you and some of the concepts and 

theories should be familiar to you from your GCSE studies. For example, we looked 

at moral decision making in the last unit of Year 10, when we explored sources of 

personal and ethical decision -making for Catholics. We explored the role of 

conscience and the teachings of Natural law. Your last unit of study in Year 11 was 

about ethics in relation to family life and we considered how Joseph Fletcher’s 

situation ethics might apply to the issue of divorce. You already have a good 

understanding of how Christians and Jews make moral decisions based on teachings 

in their Holy books, therefore you already have a foundation of knowledge to build 

upon. 

 

 

Consider what you would do in these circumstances 

A friend asks you if they look good in an outfit that they are wearing. You do not 

think that the outfit suits them? Do you: 

1.) Tell them the truth – Because lying is wrong according to the Ten 

Commandments. 

2.) Lie to them because telling the truth would hurt your friend. 

3.) Tell the truth because you care for your friend  

Your family do not have enough money to buy any food, your younger sibling has 

been crying with hunger. Do you steal some food from the supermarket? 

1.) No because stealing is wrong according to the Ten Commandments 

2.) No because it is against the law 

3.) No because if people steal the prices of the food will group for everybody else 

4.) Yes, because you love your sibling and being able to eat will heal their 

suffering. 

All of your friends have the latest phone but you cannot afford to buy one. One day 

you get on the bus and notice that one of these phones has been left behind. What do 

you do? 

Now check your understanding 

1.) What is meant by morality and what sort of things might influence it? 

2.) What is meant by the term Ethics? 



1.) Hand the phone to the bus driver, to keep the phone would be against the 

commandment to not steal  

2.) Hand the phone into the police, stealing is against the law 

3.) Keep the phone for yourself, it isn’t really stealing if it was left behind and the 

person probably has insurance, after all you need a phone with a really decent 

camera. 

4.) You are fairly sure who the phone belongs to and know that they will get in a 

lot of trouble with their parents so you make sure you walk to their house to 

give it back. 

What makes an action good or bad? 

Some people believe that actions are inherently good or bad. This means that the 

actions are good or bad in themselves regardless of the consequences. This view is 

known as absolutism. For example, murder or lying might always be seen as bad, 

while kindness and honesty might always be seen as good.  

Moral Absolutism is associated with deontological theories. Something that is 

‘absolute’ has no exceptions or hesitations e.g. you might say, “I am absolutely sure” 

to indicate that you are certain. In morality an absolutist theory is a theory that holds 

that moral value (of actions, principles etc..) is absolute. This means that it is universal 

and not relative to individual or social difference. It claims that there are eternal moral 

values and principles that are applicable everywhere and are unchanged by time.  

This position is often held by those that believe in God (though this is not 

necessary). The reason that these rules are absolute could be because they 

come from God e.g. The Ten Commandments, or because they are a 

recognised standard of moral conduct e.g. Human Rights. 

 The idea that moral rules are true because God commands them is called 

The Divine Command theory. 

Deontological theories 

In deontological theories actions are right or wrong in themselves.  

That is they are considered to be intrinsically right or wrong, regardless of the 

consequences they produce. The goodness of the rules that are followed is inherent in 

the rules themselves.  

 E.g. stealing is wrong – it is not made right by the consequences even if it means 

my children do not starve because I stole them bread to eat.   

‘Deon’ is Greek for duty. Deontological systems teach that it is our duty to avoid 

or perform particular actions. 



Others would argue that no action is either good or bad it depends on the situation 

and the actions consequences. This is known as relativism. An absolutist would argue 

that something like lying is always wrong whereas a relativist would argue that there 

are some situations where lying might be right- for example, if it protected people 

from hurt. You might have found that you gave different responses to the questions 

depending on the situation or the consequences of the action. 

Some people might argue that an what makes an action right or wrong is dependent 

on your Culture . Cultural Relativism (sociological relativism) is the descriptive 

view that different groups of people have different moral standards for evaluating 

acts as right or wrong. E.g. in the USA capital punishment is widely accepted as a 

suitable punishment whereas in the UK it remains abolished 

  

 

 

2. Next Steps 

We are going to start by looking at a concept that you already have some 

familiarity with from the sources of personal and Ethical decision making 

topic. 

Features of Natural Law 

• Natural Law is deontological – concerned with inherent worth of the action. 

• Natural Law is absolute – it does not allow any exceptions to its rule and can 

be applied universally. 

 

Now check your understanding 

1.) Explain the differences between absolutism and relativism  

2.) Create a list of the strengths and weaknesses of both theories  

3.) Visit the following page https://www.philosophybasics.com/branch_moral_absolutism.html to find out more about 

absolutism. to find out more about deontological theories 

4.) Visit this page https://www.philosophybasics.com/branch_moral_relativism.html to find out more about 

deontology  

5.) Visit this page https://www.philosophybasics.com/branch_moral_relativism.html   to find out more about 

relativism  

 

https://www.philosophybasics.com/branch_moral_absolutism.html
https://www.philosophybasics.com/branch_moral_relativism.html
https://www.philosophybasics.com/branch_moral_relativism.html


Thomas Aquinas 
 

 St Thomas Aquinas is the main exponent of Natural law. He is one of the most influential 

theologians in the history of the Catholic Church. 

Much of Aquinas’ thinking is based on the thinking of Aristotle.  

Aquinas fused his faith in God with Aristotle’s philosophy. For example:  Aristotle 

promoted virtues as a means to being good – so does Aquinas but he includes 

Christian virtues such as faith and charity. Aristotle believes that the aim in life 

is happiness – so does Aquinas but he believes happiness is achieved through 

union with God (by living as God wants us to). Aristotle believes the ‘uncaused 

cause’ is the beginning of everything – as does Aquinas but he calls the 

uncaused cause, God.  

Most importantly in this theory Aquinas uses Aristotle’s belief in the causes to explain what 

is good.  He believed that everything in life serves a purpose Therefore central to Aquinas’ 

thought is the ‘telos’ or natural purpose for which something was created. If it is used for 

that purpose then it is right/ good, if not it is unnatural and therefore bad/ wrong. 

 There are absolute laws, which govern the way the world works for example the law of 

gravity. In the same way, Aquinas postulated that right and wrong, good and evil follow a 

natural law, which we can discover through our reason and observation. 

 

‘The Natural law is nothing other than the light of reason placed in us by God, through it we know 

what we must do and what we must avoid. God has given us this light or law at the creation’ ( St 

Augustine) 

Tasks 

1. How did Aquinas develop the thinking of Aristotle? 

2. Find out more about St Aquinas 

https://www.philosophybasics.com/philosophers_aquinas.html 

3. Find out more about Aristotle  

https://www.philosophybasics.com/philosophers_aristotle.html 

 

Natural Law 
 

 Natural law is often seen as being centred on law and so an obligation . Unlike other 

religious perspectives Aquinas teaches that human nature is naturally inclined 

towards goodness. We are born with practical reason that can lead us to know what 

is right and wrong. Therefore, we naturally possess the faculty to know right from 

wrong.   

Primary and Secondary Precepts 

https://www.philosophybasics.com/philosophers_aquinas.html
https://www.philosophybasics.com/philosophers_aristotle.html
http://img.tfd.com/authors/aristotle.jpg


The fundamental principle of Natural law is DO GOOD AND AVOID EVIL’. Aquinas 

argues that through the use of my reason I can conclude primary precepts that will 

achieve this ultimate aim.  These are: self preservation (to live) . procreation, 

education of children, living in an ordered society, and worshipping God. 

 In addition to these, there are secondary precepts, which Aquinas did not specify like 

the other five. Therefore, for a deontological ethical theory they are open to a 

surprisingly large amount of interpretation and flexibility. Any rule that helps man 

to live up to the primary precepts can be a secondary precept, for 

example: 

Drunkenness is wrong because it injures one's health, and 

worse, destroys one's ability to reason, which is fundamental to 

man as a rational animal (i.e. does not support self preservation).  

 

Theft is wrong because it destroys social relations, and man is by  

nature a social animal (i.e. does not support the precept of living in society).  

 

Natural law has been seen as deontological and authoritarian with its application 

of the primary precepts, but Aquinas says that the primary precepts were always 

true, as they point in the right direction; however different situations require 

secondary precepts and if our reasoning is faulty these may be wrong. We 

therefore need to discern what is good   and what will help us to become complete 

human beings. However, Aquinas is certain that there is an absolute Natural law 

and this has led the Catholic Church to emphasise using reason as a tool for 

showing that certain acts are intrinsically right or wrong, as they go against our 

true purpose : certain absolutes such as the sanctity of life cannot be changed by 

the circumstances. 

 

1.  What is The fundamental principle of Natural law? 

2. According to Aquinas what are the Primary precepts that should be followed? 

3. What is a secondary precept?  

4. Give an example of a secondary precept and the primary precept it is in keeping 

with? 

5. Find out more about Natural Law by watching this video  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_UfYY7aWKo 

6. Consider the strengths and weaknesses of natural law  

 

 

 

Secondary 

precepts  Primary 

precepts 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_UfYY7aWKo


 Act Utilitarianism 

 

Utilitarianism is very different to Natural Law. Instead of using our reason to arrive 

at moral knowledge, Utilitarianism is a teleological theory., Teleological theories are 

theories that judge the rightness or wrongness of an action by the consequences of 

that action.  Therefore, the end justifies the means.  

 

 

Jeremy Bentham             (1748- 1832) 

 

Jeremy Bentham devised the theory of utilitarianism.  He was an English 

thinker who worked on legal reform in Georgian times. He wrote ‘The principles 

of morals and legislation’ (1789). His Theory has been the philosophical basis for 

government in many parts of today’s world. 

 

Bentham reacted against the rule based morality of his time, with certain 

actions being intrinsically right or wrong. He was therefore dismissive of any 

reference to the Bible, conscience or natural law. He believed that morals had to be derived 

from the senses and he tried to make a scientific basis for morality. People should measure 

the rightness or wrongness of any action in terms of how many units of pain or pleasure can 

be units of pain or pleasure can it produced. 

 

Utilitarianism can be said to be a hedonistic theory (from the Greek Hedone, meaning 

pleasure).Hedonism is the pursuit of pleasure. Bentham argued that ultimately humans are 

motivated by pleasure and pain. Pleasure is the sole good, and pain the sole evil.  

 

‘Nature has placed mankind under the government of two sovereign masters, pain and pleasure...they 

govern us in all we do, in all we say, in all we think’ 

 

Bentham’s beliefs about moral action can be summarised in the principle of utility (or greatest 

happiness principle). Utility means usefulness, for Bentham the usefulness and GOODNESS 

of an action is determined by the amount of pleasure it produces: 

 

 ‘The greatest happiness for the greatest number of people’ 

 

Good is seen by Bentham as the maximisation of pleasure and minimisation of pain. 
 

Bentham’s theory is ACT UTILITARIANISM:  

o  

o Act Utilitarianism is the Original, and 'official' form of utilitarianism which says that 

our duty on any occasion is to act in the way which will produce overall consequences 

better than (or at least as good as) those that any other act open to us would produce. 

o Therefore the greatest happiness principle should inform any ACT we undertake. 



 

Check your knowledge  

1. What is a definition of teleological theory? 

2. What is hedonism? 

3. What does Bentham’s quote ‘Nature has placed mankind under the government of 

two sovereign masters, pain and pleasure...they govern us in all we do, in all we say, 

in all we think’ mean? 

4. What is the ‘principle of utility’? 

5. What is GOOD to Bentham? 

6. What is act utilitarianism? 

7. To find out more about utilitarianism then watch this video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-a739VjqdSI 

 

 

The Hedonic Calculus 

 

Bentham had a quantitative approach to utilitarianism. For him it was the amount of 

pleasure produced by an action that determined whether it was right or wrong. In 

order to calculate the expected pleasure (and pain) from an action Bentham devised 

the Hedonic Calculus. He set out criteria that should be used to ensure that pain was 

avoided and pleasure sought.  

 

 

o Duration – length of time  -the longer lasting pleasure should be sought 

o Intensity – strength of pleasure – the more intense pleasure is the most 

desirable.  

o Propinquity – closeness in time  - the sooner the better! 

o Certainty – sure to happen – More certain pleasures are more desirable the 

possible pleasures. 

o Purity – freedom from pain – the less plain the better.  

o Fecundity – fruitfulness – the action should go on producing further pleasure. 

o Extent – number of people – the more people that benefit from the pleasure 

produced the better! 

 
According to Bentham acting so to produce the greatest happiness for the greatest 

number of people will also produce happiness for the person themselves.  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-a739VjqdSI
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.abctma.com/images/calculator.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.abctma.com/&h=160&w=143&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=yx12Ynw8EeHToM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=88&prev=/images?q%3Dcalculator%2Bclipart%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26sa%3DG


Building Skills      

 

 Philippa Foot’s runaway thought experiment  

Imagine that you are standing on a railway bridge. Beneath you are five workers repairing 

the railway track. Either side of the track are slopes that are too steep to climb. Coming 

around the corner is a train without a driver. It is hurtling towards the workers and they are 

certain to die. Next to you is a leaver If you pull the leaver, it will cause the train to divert 

onto a separate track and the five people will be saved. However, there is one worker on the 

separate track who will be killed. You have two options and second to decide. Do you pull the 

leaver? 

This is what is known as a thought experiment- an imaginary scenario invented to 

examine the consequences of a Philosophical idea. This thought experiment was first 

created by an English philosopher called Philippa Foot in 1967   

Watch the following clip from the Netflix series ‘The good place’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=brZtP21eLrs 

 

Now imagine that you are on the railway bridge again. This time there is a heavy man 

standing next to you. If you push him onto the tracks, it will cause 

the train to stop before it reaches the five people. However, it will 

cause the heavy man to die. What would you do? 

 

 

1.) In the first scenario why is time a problem for Chitti?  

2.) In the second scenario why does this suggest that a teleological approach might be 

flawed? 

3.) Would you pull the leaver? Would you change your mind if one of the workers was your 

friend? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=brZtP21eLrs


Watch the following clip which outlines both of the scenarios 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOpf6KcWYyw 

 

Philippa Foot created the thought experiment to show that the consequences of a                            

n action cannot be all that determines whether an action is right or wrong. The 

ethical questions raised by the runaway train are also similar to those facing people 

who programme driverless cars. Watch the following clip to find out more  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixIoDYVfKA0                          

Foot gave further examples to demonstrate this point  

Imagine that you are a surgeon. You have five patients who are going to die if they 

do not receive   transplant that day. Two of the patients need one lung each, two 

need a kidney and the other one needs a heart. A young healthy man walks into the 

hospital with all the five things that are needed. You could save the other five people 

by taking his organs however, the man would die. You ask the man if he is willing to 

let this happen but he says that he is not. Is it right for the doctor to ignore this and 

kill the young man?   

 

Now read about a real life situation that was happening in Italy in response to the 

Covid 19 pandemic. Ethics is very influential in the practice of medicine. From 

reading the article what Ethical approaches would Doctors usually used? How has 

that changed since the pandemic? 

https://blogs.bmj.com/medical-ethics/2020/03/16/the-moral-cost-of-coronavirus/ 

1.) What does the trolley problem examine? 

2.) What do you think a Christian following Divine Command theory would do? 

3.) What would a Catholic following Natural law do? 

1.) What do you think a Christian following Divine command theory would do?- Refer to the Ten Commandments 

2.) What would a Catholic following Natural law do?- Refer to the primary and secondary principles  

3.) What would a Utilitarianism do?-  pick out 3 of the elements of the hedonic calculus to consider    

4.) what would you do? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOpf6KcWYyw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixIoDYVfKA0
https://blogs.bmj.com/medical-ethics/2020/03/16/the-moral-cost-of-coronavirus/


 

.A-LevelReady  

At A level you are asked to analysis and evaluate you have already started to 

develop these skills at GCSE when answering the d questions.  

Analysis involves identifying the issues raised by the materials/ theories that we 

have studied. Picking out clear views of either the scholars/Philosophers or personal 

views ready for evaluation. This means that it picks out key things to debate and the 

lines of argument presented by others and a personal point of view . 

Evaluation involves considering the various implications of the issues raised based 

upon the evidence that you collected in your analysis. And provides an extensive 

and detailed argument with a clear conclusion. This means that the answer weighs 

up the various different lines of argument analysed through individual commentary 

and response and arrives at a conclusion through a clear process of reasoning. 

So let’s look at the following question; 

‘Evaluate the view that Act  Utilitarianism promotes immoral behaviour’ 

Aim to write three paragraphs and a conclusion  

You will first need to establish what could be considered immoral behaviour.  

What does the word immoral mean?  

Who would argue that Utilitarianism promotes immoral behaviour and why would 

they think this?   

What evidence or examples would they use? (think about the thought experiments 

that we explored) 

Would the answer depend on whether they were Christian or not and why? 

Consider what Christians as a guide to making their moral decisions 

What would Utilitarian’s say? What evidence would they use? Consider what they 

consider to be moral. What do they base their decisions on? 

Fill in the table below to plan your response, you do not have to complete all of the 

boxes 

 

 

 



Utilitarianism promotes immoral 

behaviour  

 

 

 

Utilitarianism does not 

promote immoral behaviour  

It allows immoral behaviour 

but doesn’t promote it  

Utilitarianism rejects the idea of … The definition of moral behaviour 

is to promote maximum…. 

 

 

 

 

Utilitarianism aims to create a 

happy society but there are some 

cases where the minority are  

allowed to…  

Utilitarianism’s promotion of pleasure 

leads to…for example ….  

 

Give examples of immoral actions  

 

 

 

Utilitarianism does not 

discriminate based on….. 

 

 

 

The flexibility of Utilitarianism 

can sometimes lead to … 

Because it is a relativist theory this 

means that… 

Utilitarianism makes useful 

decisions in comparison with …. 

 

 

 

 

The trolley problem demonstrates 

that….. 

Personal happiness is open to…. 

 

Empathy is used to imagine other 

people’s…. 

 

 

 

 

……….is the only way to promote 

moral behaviour because… 

Utilitarianism is useful when 

making decisions that…… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A writing frame 

‘Evaluate the view that Utilitarianism promotes immoral behaviour’ 

The issue to discuss here relate to…. 

On the one hand it could be argued that Utilitarianism does promote immoral acts, 

this is because it bases its moral decision making on…….  

Utilitarianism is a ………theory which means that ………  

This can lead to…… 

for example….. 

 disadvantage of Utilitarianism is that…… 

It could be argued that……..is a better way to make moral decisions 

because……morality comes from….. 

In comparison to this Utilitarianism is immoral because… 

However it could be argue that whilst Utilitarianism does not promote immoral 

behaviour  but does allow it to occur for example…..  

Utilitarianism aims for………however in practice it can lead to……… 

On the other hand, it could be argued that Utilitarianism does not promote immoral 

behaviour because  the definition of moral behaviour is to promote maximum 

………….. 

For example…….therefore Utilitarianism does not promote…………. 

In addition…. 

In conclusion based upon this discussion it can be seen that Utilitarianism does/does 

not promote immoral behaviour because… 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Religious Studies- Extension tasks  

 Preparation for KS5 

We do not expect you to complete all of these activities, however, you will find below a list 

of suggestions for different activities that you could do to enhance your knowledge and 

develop your thinking. It is suggested that you choose a range of different types of activity. 

Suggested activities  

• Read at least one of the following: ‘Sophie’s World’ (J Gaarder), ‘The Puzzle of 

Ethics’ (P Vardy) and/or ‘The pig the wants to be eaten’ (Julian Baggini) 

• Put together fact-files (approx. 1-2 sides each) about the following thinkers / 

philosophers:  Plato ,Aristotle, Augustine, Anselm, Aquinas, Bentham, JS Mill, 

Joseph Fletcher. What can you find out about their contributions to Philosophical 

and Ethical debates? 

• Collect or bookmark articles dealing with ethical issues that crop up over the 

summer; look out for topics such as abortion, euthanasia, sexuality incl. polyamory, 

use of animals for medical research – be ready to talk about these in September. Look 

at especially for Ethical issues in relation to the Corona virus. 

• Watch a film or Netflix series such as ‘The Good Place’- other examples are listed 

further down. 

 

Suggested clips and websites  

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8dPuuaLjXtNgK6MZucdYldNkMybYIHKR- ‘ 

Crash course Philosophy’ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qk11/episodes/player - ‘The Moral Maze’ 

https://thepanpsycast.com/episodes-by-category - pick a selection from the Ethics and 

Philosophy of Religion sections. 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Ethics+crash+course+eduqas  

https://www.ted.com/topics/morality - look out for talks by Daniel Dennett and Peter Singer 

https://philosophynow.org/podcasts/Beyond_Right_and_Wrong 

https://philosophynow.org/podcasts/Free_Will_and_the_Brain 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/  BBC Religion and Ethics website – a good clear 

start on any religious topic 

https://philosophynow.org/ This is a bi-monthly journal , however, The website also has 

many articles free to read. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8dPuuaLjXtNgK6MZucdYldNkMybYIHKR-
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qk11/episodes/player
https://thepanpsycast.com/episodes-by-category
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Ethics+crash+course+eduqas
https://www.ted.com/topics/morality
https://philosophynow.org/podcasts/Beyond_Right_and_Wrong
https://philosophynow.org/podcasts/Free_Will_and_the_Brain
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/
https://philosophynow.org/


http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b04bwydw BBC: History of Ideas. An in-depth look at 

key developments in philosophy and thinking. 

http://www.bibleodyssey.org/  Website of the Society of Biblical Literature 

www.theguardian.com/world/ethic A link to the news stories in the Guardian that have an 

ethical theme. 

Suggested Reading List- we would not expect you to have read all of these, but to choose a 

few to read. 

Brief Introductory Reading: 

Blackburn, S. Think, OUP 2001 

Ford, David (2013) - Theology: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford University Press), 

ISBN:0199679975  

Craig, E. Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction, OUP 2002 

Law, S. The Philosophy Files, Orion 2002; The Outer Limits, Orion 2003; The Philosophy 

Gym, Hodder Headline 2003 

Nagel, T. What Does It All Mean?, OUP 1987 (reprinted 2004) 

Warburton, N. Philosophy: The Basics (5th ed.), Routledge 2012 

 

Philosophy:   

Gaarder, J. ( 1995) Sophie’s World , London : Phoenix House   

Davies, B.  (1993) An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion, Oxford: Oxford University 

Press  

Annas, J. (1998) An Introduction to Plato’s Republic, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

(particularly Chapters 9-10) 

         

Ethics:  

Vardy, P.(1999) The Puzzle of Ethics, SCM Press  

Norman, R. (1998) The Moral Philosophers, Oxford: Oxford University Press  

Daniel, D.M. ( 2009) The SCM briefly series,  Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics,  Fletchers 

situation Ethics  Bentham’s an Introduction to the principles of Morals and legislation  

 

Christianity :  

McGrath, A. (2015) Christianity: An Introduction, Blackwell Publishing. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b04bwydw
http://www.bibleodyssey.org/
http://www.theguardian.com/world/ethic


Reading List Tasks: 

 

For each of the texts you read, summarise the key points in one of the following ways: 

 

• Write a review of the book, outlining which were the most useful sections and 

whether you enjoyed the book/ why/ why not. 

• List any key terms from the text in a vocabulary list, researching their meanings (if 

not clear from the text) and recording these. 

• Create a picture mind-map of the key ideas. Use doodles and images to illustrate these. For 

a guide to mind-mapping, see this short video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLWV0XN7K1g  

 

Video Resources and Tasks: 

 

Watch the videos below, choosing one to focus on for your task. Write a list of discussion points/ 

questions it raises. Choose (at least) one of your questions and draft at least three possible answers 

that might be given.  

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/kwame_anthony_appiah_is_religion_good_or_bad_this_is_a_trick_que

stion/transcript#t-22290  Ted Talk by Kwame Anthony Appiah - Is religion good or bad? (This is a 

trick question) 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/damon_horowitz/transcript Ted Talk by Damon Horowitz – We Need a 

Moral Operating System 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/tom_honey_on_god_and_the_tsunami/transcript Ted Talk by Tom 

Honey – Why Would God Create A Tsunami? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8MzPmkNsgU Debate: Atheist vs Christian (Christopher 

Hitchens vs William Lane Craig) 

Films/ TV: 

Watch The Matrix (film). Note down your thoughts on the themes of truth, perception and reality. 

Watch Lost (TV series). What moral and ethical points does this raise? Watch Sliding Doors (film). Do 

you think your life is pre-destined (set out for you) or can you control your own fate? 

Watch the ‘ good place’ note down any philosophical or  ethical theories that are now familiar to you 

or that you would like to find out more about. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLWV0XN7K1g
https://www.ted.com/talks/kwame_anthony_appiah_is_religion_good_or_bad_this_is_a_trick_question/transcript#t-22290
https://www.ted.com/talks/kwame_anthony_appiah_is_religion_good_or_bad_this_is_a_trick_question/transcript#t-22290
https://www.ted.com/talks/damon_horowitz/transcript
https://www.ted.com/talks/tom_honey_on_god_and_the_tsunami/transcript
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8MzPmkNsgU


Audio Resources: 

 

Listen to The Moral Maze on BBC Radio 4. (Available programmes vary over time) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qk11  

Note down the key points of argument. Create a flow chart of the main points of discussion.  

 

Listen to this episode of In Our Time. http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01mwx64 

Based on these arguments, is it possible to argue that God necessarily exists? 

 

Listen to this episode of Thinking Allowed. https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b099ypqf How 

should we help people who are dying? 

 

Listen to this podcast from Philosophy Now. 

https://philosophynow.org/podcasts/Free_Will_and_the_Brain To what extent can we exercise free 

will? List 10 examples of choices you have made in the last seven days. For each one, consider what 

factors influenced your choice (habit, parents, media, friends, consideration of consequences, etc). 

 

Thought Experiments: 

 

http://www.philosophyexperiments.com/fatman/  

 

http://moralmachine.mit.edu/ 

 

https://io9.gizmodo.com/9-philosophical-thought-experiments-that-will-keep-you-1340952809 

 

Carry out some of the above activities.  

 

Write a written reflection of the moral questions that each one raises, and how you might respond 

to these.  

 

Try to list your own “moral code” or “rules for life”. Include 5-10 elements.  

 

Can you imagine any exceptions to your own “rules”? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qk11
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01mwx64
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b099ypqf
https://philosophynow.org/podcasts/Free_Will_and_the_Brain
http://www.philosophyexperiments.com/fatman/
http://moralmachine.mit.edu/
https://io9.gizmodo.com/9-philosophical-thought-experiments-that-will-keep-you-1340952809


 

Written/ Reflection Tasks: 

1. Consider your definitions of the following terms: 

• Truth 

• Reality 

• Good 

• Evil 

• Moral 

• God 

• Time 

For each concept, try to argue against your own definition. Can you see any flaws in your ideas? How 

might they be criticised? What conclusions can you reach about how we define these concepts? 

2. List five facts that you know to be true. For each one, explain how you know it to be true. 

Are any of your “facts” uncertain? What would have to happen to prove them irrefutably 

(without question)? 

 

3. Create a picture collage, poem, song, mind map or vision board which illustrates the idea of 

“God”. Explain your choices of words, images and concepts. If you can, explain where these 

have originated.  

 

4. Choose a story from the news that includes one of the following themes:  

➢ Abortion 

➢ Euthanasia 

➢ Capital punishment 

➢ Humans’ treatment of animals  

 

Write a response to the story, considering several different points of view. To help with this, you 

could consider the points of view of: 

• An atheist (someone who fervently believes there is no God) 

• An agnostic (someone unsure about religion and faith in God) 

• A committed Christian 

• A dying man 

• A child 



Essay Questions 

 

A. Write your own response to the following question: 

“How should we decide the right thing to do?” 

In your answer you should: 

• Include a range of different opinions 

• Conduct your own research to find possible answers from different fields of thinking 

(philosophy, psychology, sociology, religion, etc) 

• Justify your answer with a range of reasons 

• Include examples to illustrate your point 

• Reach a justified conclusion 

• Include a bibliography to demonstrate your own research 

 

 

 

 

B. Write a response to the following question: 

“Should people believe in God?” 

In your answer you should: 

• Demonstrate understanding of several different viewpoints 

• Show evidence of having discussed the question with at least three other people, and 

included an analysis of their comments, including similarities and differences 

• Give clear reasons for each perspective 

• Give examples to justify your answer 

• Reach a clear and justified conclusion 

• Include a bibliography, if required 

 

 

 

 


