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1. WELCOME 

 
Welcome to the Politics A Level course! It is a fascinating and enriching course which couldn’t 

be more relevant in today’s turbulent times! It is a subject which is constantly evolving 

and it focuses very much on the now – on current affairs.  

 

Studying A Level Politics will develop your knowledge and understanding on how decisions are 

made, especially in Britain and America; how power is shared; what rights people have 

and whether the political systems work effectively and fairly. You will hone your skills in 

essay writing, critical thinking, analysis, evaluation and judgement making. You will 

learn about how the British and American political systems are structured, how they 

work in practice and how ordinary people can participate in the political process and 

influence decision-making. 

 

All students who choose to study A Level Politics are new to the subject; no prior learning or 

knowledge is required to be successful. Although a background in GCSE Citizenship 

and/or GCSE History can have some benefit, it is certainly not essential. You will not 

require any specific prior knowledge and many of the skills you will be developing will 

have been introduced in subjects like GCSE English and GCSE R.E. You do not need 

to have any specific political views to study A Level politics; in fact it is better if you 

don’t! You are more likely to succeed if you are open-minded. However, it is important 

that you have a broad interest in Politics; in how a country is run and how decisions are 

made. The core skills you need to have are an inquisitive mind, a willingness to learn 

and a broad mind. 

 

A Level History complements a wide range of other A Level subjects and BTecs; from History 

to Maths, from Biology to Economics and from Health and Social Care to Theatre 

Studies. 

 

A Level Politics is a very employable qualification. It is very well respected by all higher 

education institutions, including Russell Group universities, as well as employers and 

apprenticeships. It is particularly relevant for legal and journalistic careers, public 

services and the civil service. 
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What will I study? 

You will study: 

● British politics – how people participate in politics: the role of elections and the 

effectiveness of different electoral systems; political parties; pressure groups and 

social movements, e.g. Extinction Rebellion; the role that referendums have 

increasingly made in decision-making and how democratic British politics is. 

● British government – how the British government is organised and the features 

of the different branches of government (PM, cabinet, Parliament, judiciary – 

courts, devolved assemblies and parliaments, constitution and sovereignty). 

● Ideologies – how specific thinkers have influenced political thinking and beliefs: 

conservatism, socialism, liberalism and anarchism / nationalism. 

● American politics and government – how the US system differs from the UK 

system. You will study how the US Constitution influences all American politics; 

the roles and powers of the President, Congress and the Supreme Court; 

American elections and the influence of money; political parties and pressure 

groups; the importance of guns, abortion and immigration in American politics 

 

Some interesting questions you will encounter in A Level politics include: 

● Why was Donald Trump elected in 2016 when he won nearly 3 million fewer 

votes than his rival, Hillary Clinton 

● How 37.5% of the British population can take Britain out of the EU 

● Why gun control and abortion are so important in US politics. 

 

By studying A Level Politics you may be better able to understand how decisions are 

made. You will learn how to assess and evaluate a wide range of views and opinions to 

draw supported conclusions. 

 

 

What skills will I develop? 

Although, essay writing is the main way in which you will be formally assessed in Politics, the 

lessons will be largely discussion-based and you will learn how to construct a supported 

argument.  

 

Alongside the written skills, you will develop your research skills; you will learn how to find 

relevant evidence and to use this to produce a persuasive case. 
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You will develop your evaluation skills and learn how to weigh up the strength/s of different 

opinions. 

 

Above all, you will learn how to think critically; how to question and debate; how to make 

judgments and how to weigh up evidence to reach a logical, supported and justifiable 

conclusion. 

Course Outline 

Link to specification: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-

levels/politics-2017.html 

 

 

Assessment 

You will sit three papers at the end of Year 13 to get a qualification in A Level History. The 

papers are each 2 hours long. The questions are mostly essay-based. 

 

It is possible to sit for an AS in Politics either in Year 12 or Year 13. 

 

More detailed information about the exam is below: 

 

 

The Features of the Exam 

● The assessment for Edexcel A-Level Politics is made up of three exam papers.  

● Each paper is 2 hours long 

● There are 84 marks available in each exam, making a total of 252 marks 

available. 

 

 

Paper 1: UK Politics and  

Core Political Ideas 

● Democracy and 

participation 

● Political parties 

● Electoral systems 

● Voting behaviour and the 

media 

● Conservatism 

● Liberalism 

● Socialism 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper 2: UK Government 

and Non-Core Political Ideas 

● The Constitution 

● Parliament 

● Prime Minister and 

Executive 

● Relations between the 

branches 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/politics-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/politics-2017.html
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● Anarchism or Nationalism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper 3: Government and 

Politics of the USA 

● The US Constitution and 

Federalism 

● US Congress 

● US Presidency 

● US Supreme Court and US 

Civil Rights 

● US Democracy and 

Participation 

● Comparative Theories
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The Structure of the Exam 

Paper 1 – Section A (UK politics) and Section B (core political ideologies) 

● In Section A you have to answer either question 1(a) or question 1 (b). This is an 

‘evaluate’ question based on a source, worth 30 marks. You then have to answer 

either question 2(a) or question 2(b). This is also and ‘evaluate’ question, also 

worth 30 marks 

● In Section B you have to answer either question 3(a) or question 3(b). This a ‘to 

what extent’ question, worth 24 marks 

 

Paper 2 – Section A (UK government) and Section B (non-core political ideologies – you 

will study either Anarchism or Nationalism, a decision will be made later in the course.) 

● In Section A you have to answer either question 1(a) or question 1 (b). This is an 

‘evaluate’ question based on a source, worth 30 marks. You then have to answer 

either question 2(a) or question 2(b). This is also and ‘evaluate’ question, also 

worth 30 marks 

● In Section B you have to answer either question 3(a) or question 3(b) on the 

political ideology that you have studied (anarchism or nationalism). This a ‘to 

what extent’ question, worth 24 marks 

 

Paper 3 – Sections A and B focus on comparative politics between the USA and the 

UK. Section focuses on the USA alone 

● In Section A you have to answer either question 1(a) or question 1(b). This is an 

‘examine’ question comparing the USA and UK, worth 12 marks 

● In Section B you have to answer the compulsory question 2. This is an ‘analyse’ 

question, worth 12 marks 

● In Section C you have to answer two out of questions 3 (a), 3(b) or 3(c). these 

are ‘evaluate’ questions, worth 30 marks. 
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2. Getting Started 
 

The study of Politics requires a number of key terms. Please find out definitions for the 

following words to explain their importance in politics. 

 

Key Words Task 

Apathy 

Authority 

Coalition 

Constitution 

Devolution  

Direct action 

Direct democracy 

Entrenched 

Executive 

Federal 

Franchise 

Government 

Judiciary 

Legislation 

Legitimacy  

Lobbying 

Mandate 

Manifesto 

Participation 

Pressure group 

Representative democracy 

Rights 

Royal Prerogative 

Social justice 

Solidarity 

Suffrage 

Think Tanks 

Unitary
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3. Next Steps 

 

To succeed in Politics, you need to be able to analyse political information, research 

issues and to keep up to date with current affairs. It is important that you get into good 

habit of following current affairs right from the start. If you start now, it will become 

second-nature when you begin the course. 

 

It is important that you use a wide range of media sources to follow the news, so that 

you aren’t adversely affected by political bias. Some suggestions are below: 

 

1. Periodicals and magazines 

Philip Allan Publishers (www.philipallan.co.uk) produce a quarterly (Sept, Nov, Feb and 

April) periodical, “Politics Review” which is aimed directly at A-Level students. This 

contains a number of articles relevant to the A-Level course. The Politics Department at 

JHN subscribes to this periodical and we will copy relevant articles for you but if you 

choose to subscribe yourself you will also have access to their online resources 

produced to support the articles. 

 

There are a number of political magazines, many satirical, which you could benefit from 

reading. Perhaps you could share a subscription? These include: 

● The Spectator (http://www.spectator.co.uk/) contains articles written by a wide 

range of columnists. Articles will concern British politics, controversial policies, 

party developments etc… but will also consider global politics and American 

politics  

● Private Eye (http://www.private-eye.co.uk/) is a long-running political satire 

publication. It is often provocative and amusing! 

● New Statesman (http://www.newstatesman.com/)  - wide range of political 

articles 

● The Economist (http://www.economist.com/) – particularly useful for students 

studying both Politics and Economics 

● The Week (http://www.theweek.co.uk/) bite-sized review of the week’s big news 

stories 

 

2. Newspapers 

http://www.philipallan.co.uk/
http://www.spectator.co.uk/
http://www.private-eye.co.uk/
http://www.newstatesman.com/
http://www.economist.com/
http://www.theweek.co.uk/
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You should be reading newspapers regularly. You do not need to personally subscribe 

to a daily newspaper but if you do wish to please investigate. Most of the daily 

newspapers offer discounts for students. The Financial Times, for example, offers a free 

subscription for students.: http://www.pressgazette.co.uk/students/2008/03/07/free-

financial-times-subscription-for-students Some will give you a book of coupons which 

will enable you to purchase newspapers cheaper whereas others will send the papers 

directly to your door. 

 

Remember that all the newspapers can be read online, but some, like “The Times” 

charge for their online subscription. Newspapers can also be read on Kindles/tablets 

and subscriptions to these are often much cheaper.  The I’s online subscription is £5 a 

month and whole paper. 

 

You should aim to read a range of newspapers and bear in mind the political leanings of 

each one! 

 

Broadsheets – tend to have more articles relevant to the A-Level Politics syllabus. Very 

good editorials. Often have good essays, especially in their weekend editions. It is 

important that you begin to familiarise yourself with certain journalists or columnists: 

● “The Times” (http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/news/) – leans to the right 

● “The Daily Telegraph” (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/) – leans to the right 

● “The Financial Times” (http://www.ft.com/home/uk) – primarily focused on 

economic issues but contains a significant number of relevant articles 

● “The Independent” (http://www.independent.co.uk/) – serious news stories and 

articles 

● “The Guardian” (http://www.guardian.co.uk/) – leans to the left. 

 

Tabloids – will have fewer political news stories and articles, less in-depth analysis but 

important to know what the tabloids are saying because their readership is so much 

higher than the broadsheets, therefore they influence the politicians!!! 

● “The i” (http://www.independent.co.uk/i/) – a bite-sized “Independent”. The 

cheapest daily newspaper! 

● “The Sun” (http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/) – leans to the right. Most 

widely-read newspaper. Focuses on celebrity culture, rather than politics 

● “The Daily Mail” (http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/index.html) – definitely right-

wing! Widely-read, therefore influential! 

http://www.pressgazette.co.uk/students/2008/03/07/free-financial-times-subscription-for-students
http://www.pressgazette.co.uk/students/2008/03/07/free-financial-times-subscription-for-students
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.ft.com/home/uk
http://www.independent.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/i/
http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/index.html
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● “The Daily Express” (http://www.express.co.uk/home) – obsessed with the 

monarchy, Farage and Brexit!!! 

● “The Daily Mirror” (http://www.mirror.co.uk/) – left-wing paper. 

● “The Daily Star” (http://www.dailystar.co.uk/home/) – calls itself a newspaper!!! 

You will struggle to find any news in it!!! Rubbish!!!!! 

 

 

3. Television 

The News - It is important that you watch the news regularly. It is good for you to watch 

the news on the BBC at 6 or 10 o’clock or the ITV news at 10. We particularly 

recommend the Channel 4 news coverage from 7:00-8:00.  

News Channels - BBC News 24 and Sky News are probably the best 24-hours news 

channels to follow. BBC Parliament can be a little dry but at times it is worth watching!!! 

There are a large number of political TV programmes. You do not have to religiously 

watch every programme every night in their entirety but it is worth recording them so 

that you can pick out relevant stories. We particularly recommend: 

● Newsnight – current affairs programme. Weekday nights on BBC Two. 10:30-

11:20 

● Question Time – panel show. Thursday nights 10:35 on BBC1 

● Peston – Wednesday nights, after the news, 10:45/11:00 on ITV 

● The Andrew Marr Show – Sunday mornings, 9-10 on BBC1 

Please remember that all these programmes are available on the i-player, as are all the 

recommended radio programmes 

 

 

4. Radio 

You are encouraged to tune into Radio 4. You should particularly be listening to the 

Today programme from 6:00-9:00 and the evening news with Evan Davies, 5:00-6:00. 

Again it is important to remember that you can listen again to R4 through the i-player.  

 

If you have an MP3 player or i-pod we recommend that you subscribe to some of the 

Radio 4 podcasts (http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/downloads/): 

● “Today in Parliament” 

● “Westminster Hour” 

● “Any Questions” 

● “Weekly Political Review” 

http://www.express.co.uk/home
http://www.mirror.co.uk/
http://www.dailystar.co.uk/home/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/downloads/
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● “Political Thinking” with Nick Robinson 

 

 

5. Twitter 

Virtually every MP and columnist has their own twitter feed. We particularly recommend 

@bbcnickrobinson. Each political party has a Twitter account as does the newspapers, 

periodicals and news channels. @BBCBreaking will keep you in touch with changing 

news stories; @gdnpoliticswire is The Guardian’s political Twitter feed; @C4Politics is 

recommended and Sky’s political editor’s Twitter @bethrigby as well as the BBC’s 

Laura Kuenssberg’s Twitter account @bbclauark  

 

 

Current Affairs Task - Complete the task below and bring on paper to class: 

 

As a Politics student, you need to keep up to date with news and current affairs. Each 

day try to record at least one news article or report that has influenced UK Politics. You 

should use a wide range of sources from the list above – try to regularly use at least one 

from each section. Keep your records in a table like the one below. It is inevitable that 

the media will be dominated by Coronavirus but try to seek out a range of political news 

stories if possible – the US presidential election should be a good story to follow. 

 

 

Date 

 

News source 

 

Summary of news 

 

Impact on UK Politics 

 

01.06.20 Tv news 

Website 

Newspaper 

Radio 

Podcast 

What happened? 

Why? 

This has meant that… 
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4.  Building Skills 

 

TASK 1: Read the article in the box below  

 

TASK 2 – complete these tasks in full sentences / paragraphs. 

I. Identify the positive and negative views offered by the article about Theresa 

May’s prime ministership. 

II. Which side do you find most convincing? Why? 

 

 

Theresa May’s legacy 

 
History may not be kind to the departing prime minister. She had one job to do: deliver 
Brexit. Yet, as Brits say, she bottled it, repeatedly, and in spectacular fashion. She was 
unable to deliver on her promise to see Britain leave the European Union, on time, in 
good order, with a sensible plan for future trade. 
 
Arriving at Downing Street when she replaced David Cameron as Prime Minister, May 
delivered a breathtaking warning to the Labour Party that she was coming for their 
voters. The “burning injustices” speech was a statement of intent to rival any we’ve 
heard from an incoming prime minister, in peacetime, anyway. The PM vowed to fight 
the corner of those without privilege in society — women, ethnic minorities, the white 
working classes, the state-educated. It was a sharp break after six years of old Etonian 
rule, and Labour MPs were terrified. 
 
However, The near-universal condemnation of her premiership — not only from her 
rivals and the opposition party, but also from the Conservative press, party activists and 
the colleagues who shoved her from office — is as public as it is withering.  
 
Her deficits became obvious after she called a snap election for June 2017, hoping to 
solidify her power and strengthen her hand in Brexit negotiations. Although May was 
more than 20 points ahead of the opposition going in, she staggered through the 
campaign. She dodged debates, gave mechanical stump speeches, and, in a gob-
smack shocker of a finale, squandered her majority in Parliament. After that, she was 
constrained in her every move by the need to placate the Democratic Unionists from 
Northern Ireland, who formed a coalition with her, propping up her government. But 
Brexit consumed all. It dominated May’s headlines, debates, diplomacy, agenda. 
 
Embracing the phrase "Brexit means Brexit", she became Conservative leader enjoying 
high popularity among the public - with a net satisfaction rating of 35. As much as 54 
per cent of British people said they were satisfied with the Prime Minister, while just 19 
per cent were unsatisfied. Her ratings were significantly higher than those of her party, 
which buoyed her when it came to setting out a plan for Brexit. She started the 
countdown clock — some say prematurely, before laying the groundwork — by invoking 
the E.U.’s Article 50 in March 2017. Then, for two years, in secret, relying on a limited 
circle of trusted aides and civil servants, May negotiated with her European 
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counterparts. The result was a compromise, half-in, half-out 585-page withdrawal 
agreement. The Tory backbenches loathed it. The Democratic Unionists hated it. The 
opposition Labour Party opposed it. Brexiteers said it would keep Britain forever 
shackled to the E.U., in vassalage, as Johnson put it. Remainers complained that it 
would introduce too much economic risk with too little reward. 
 
May saw the support of her disloyal cabinet fall away chair by chair. Johnson 
resigned in a huff over Brexit in July 2018, heading out the door right behind Brexit 
Secretary David Davis. The second Brexit secretary, Dominic Raab, would resign in 
November, complaining to associates that he had been kept out of the loop. In all, 43 
cabinet or government ministers quit May’s government, a record. 
 
May also set a record while trying to get Parliament to pass her Brexit deal. She lost the 
first vote by a historic 432 to 202.  As political theatre, May’s Brexit drama was a smash 
hit. Viewership for “Parliament TV” outpaced popular sitcoms. House of Commons 
Speaker John Bercow became an improbable celebrity, seal-barking “Order! Order!” 
amid the chaos. 
 
“She could have been a decent PM in normal times, but she simply didn’t have the 
dynamism to lead a split party and a hung Parliament through this unprecedented 
challenge,” Ben Bradley, a Conservative lawmaker, told The Post. 
 
May was also faulted when a crackdown on illegal immigration, initiated under her 
tenure as home secretary, made life difficult for what is called the Windrush 
generation — the Jamaicans and other Commonwealth Caribbean islanders whom the 
government brought to Britain to help rebuild the country after World War II. However, 
she was not without success in this areas, with The migration numbers published in 
2018  showed that overall net migration to the UK hit 248,000 in 2016 - the lowest level 
for almost three years, and a drop of 25 per cent on 2015. 
 
When dealing with the fallout from the Russian nerve gas attacks in Salisbury, her 
statements in parliament were pitch perfect, the message to the nation — and to Russia 
— unwavering. Evidence was swiftly gathered that both proved Russian guilt and 
exposed Vladimir Putin’s hapless operation. She then harnessed global support to 
punch back, and the scale of the response from Western allies was a diplomatic coup. 
And May looked all the better in the light of the dismal response from Jeremy Corbyn, 
who equivocated throughout. 
 
Another British Conservative politician, the divisive Enoch Powell, once said: "All 
political lives, unless they are cut off in midstream at a happy juncture, end in failure." 
While May might be in good company on that front, it's hard to think of another politician 
whose legacy will be so defined by catastrophe. 
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5. A-Level Ready 

 

Task: 

Write a report of between 1-2 sides A4 (approx. 600 words) to answer the following 

question. 

“Trump has made America great again”. Evaluate this view and the alternatives to it.  

You need to refer to a minimum of two articles in your work.   

 

There are two clips and two contrasting articles below, but you are encouraged to find 

your own additional material to answer the question. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nyhMNBFBLnU 

https://www.nytimes.com/video/opinion/100000005884108/trump-maga-not-the-way-he-

thinks.html 

 

How Trump has changed America in two years 

 
Guardian reporters chart the president’s impact on foreign policy, the economy, the 
judiciary, the environment and immigration 
 
Foreign policy 
If there has been one defining trait in the foreign policy of the Trump era, it is confusion 
– not only in the frequent gaps between the paths taken by the president and his own 
administration, but also in the morass of contradictions and U-turns in his own impulses. 
 
Trump has insisted on bringing back US troops from Syria and Afghanistan, but has at 
times shocked his advisers with a bellicosity, towards Iran in particular, that 
risks starting new wars. 
While demonising the government in Tehran, Trump has decided not to directly contest 
Iranian influence in Syria with US troops. He threatened “fire and fury” against North 
Korea, but has since claimed to have “fallen in love” with Kim Jong-un, although the 
young dictator has yet to show any inclination to dismantle his nuclear arsenal. 
 
He is reluctant to criticise Vladimir Putin, boosting suspicions that he is under the sway 
of the Kremlin. But his administration has arguably taken a tougher line against Russia 
than its predecessor, piling on more sanctions and supplying lethal weaponry to 
Ukraine. 
There are some themes, however, that make foreign policy in the age of Trump quite 
different in character from any previous administration. One of them is the 
personalisation of relations with foreign governments. 
 
Trump evidently trusts his gut instincts more than the advice of the US foreign policy 
and security establishment, and those instincts have drawn him towards autocrats and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nyhMNBFBLnU
https://www.nytimes.com/video/opinion/100000005884108/trump-maga-not-the-way-he-thinks.html
https://www.nytimes.com/video/opinion/100000005884108/trump-maga-not-the-way-he-thinks.html
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away from traditional democratic allies, whom he often views as freeloaders, taking 
advantage of US might. 
 
 

Figure 1: Trump meets Kim 
Jong-Un in Singapore on 12 
June 2018. Photograph: Saul 
Loeb/AFB/Getty Images 
 
 
Another constant in the 
Trumpian approach to the 
world is the drive to erase the 
legacy of Barack Obama and 
his other predecessors.  
 
Almost everything Obama 
was for, Trump has been 

overwhelmingly against, from the 2015 nuclear deal with Iran to trade deals in 
the Pacific or with Europe, or the Paris climate accord. 
Trump has yet to be tested by an international crisis not of his own making. In the two 
years to come, we will see whether his (and the world’s) luck will continue to hold. 
 
Economy 
“This is the greatest economy in the history of our country,” Donald Trump told reporters 
last year. Two years into his presidency he has plenty to brag about but also some big 
problems. Many of his own making. 
 
Unemployment is close to levels unseen since the first moon landing. It ticked up last 
month but even that rise came as more workers came off the side-lines and started 
looking for work. So far about 5m jobs have been created under Trump. 
 
It is pretty dubious to claim presidents ‘create’ jobs but they all take the credit when 
things are good; unsurprisingly Trump is no exception. The current recovery clearly 
began under the previous president, Barack Obama. Even with the unarguably 
impressive improvements under Trump, he has a way to go before he can fulfil his 
promise of being “the greatest jobs president that God ever created”. 
 
Bill Clinton holds the record for largest numeric increase in the workforce, 23m jobs over 
his two terms. Obama, who was elected in the teeth of the worst recession in living 
memory, added 10m jobs over his two terms. 
 
Trump is off to a great start, but it’s just that. The US has experienced 99 months of 
consecutive jobs growth and a slowdown seems inevitable. 
 
Trump does, however, already have one over on Obama. Wage growth is finally picking 
up – a bit – after years of stagnation. 
 
In other areas, Trump’s economic record is more discordant. 
 
Trump’s single biggest policy achievement is the $1.5tn tax cut he pushed through in 
November 2017. Slammed by critics on the left and right as a giveaway for corporations 
and the 1%, it helped Democrats win in November 2018’s midterm elections. 



18 
 

 
And then, of course, there’s Trump’s other most notable economic policy – trade wars. 
Trump has effectively torn up decades of trade agreements and antagonised his largest 
trading partners. The impact of the rancour he has sown is still being assessed but it 
has already triggered dramatic sell-offs on stock markets and may have contributed to a 
slowdown in the Chinese economy. Apple issued its first profits warning since 2002 
earlier this month, blaming slowing business in China. There will be more warnings to 
come. 
 
Trump’s economic populism helped get him elected. Whether he gets a second term will 
probably depend on whether he can keep the promises he made in the first, or whether 
the moves he made in the last two years come back to haunt him. 
 
Environment 
Trump’s stewardship of the environment is perhaps best known for the president’s 
dismissal of climate change as a Chinese hoax, or the allegations of flamboyant levels 
of corruption by Scott Pruitt and Ryan Zinke, the now former heads of the 
Environmental Protection Agency and interior department, respectively. 
 
But it’s the more mundane unspooling of arcane regulations by the administration that is 
most likely to leave a tangible mark on the health of Americans and the world around 
them. 
This work is ploddingly tenacious. For example, during the somnambulant period 
between Christmas and the New Year, the EPA decided that rules curbing emissions of 
mercury, linked to neurological disorders, heart and lung problems and compromised 
immune systems, are too onerous on coal plants and should be scrapped. 

 
 
Figure 2: Trump attends a 
rally in Charleston, West 
Virginia in August 2019. 
Photograph: Mandel 
Ngan/AFP/Getty Images 
 
The proposed reversal is just 
the latest in a list of about 80 
environmental rules either 
dismantled or slated for 
abolition by the Trump 
administration. They include 

the destruction of the main Obama-era policy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from 
energy, the halting of a planned ban of a pesticide deemed harmful to infants’ 
development and a weakening of fuel efficiency standards for cars. 
 
Immigration 
It took global condemnation and sustained bipartisan criticism at home for Donald 
Trump to show he had limits on how much suffering immigrants should endure for his 
own political gain. 
For three months in 2018 Trump admitted forcibly separating migrant children from their 
families, provoking scenes of desperation in border courtrooms and detention centres 
as mothers and fathers begged to have their children returned. In fact it may have been 
separating thousands of children since 2017. 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/jan/02/apple-stocks-key-quarter-tim-cook
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Trump’s daughter and senior adviser Ivanka described those months as “a low point” for 
the administration, which formally abandoned the policy in June. 
 
And yet, a single U-turn aside, the administration continues to pursue an extremist 
agenda on immigration, keeping families separated in different, more insidious, ways. 
Trump’s travel ban, targeting a number of Muslim-majority countries, has stopped family 
members in some of the world’s most unstable regions from visiting their loved ones in 
America. Most recently a woman from Yemen was temporarily prevented from visiting 
her terminally ill two-year-old son, an American citizen. 
 
The administration, having supercharged immigration enforcement agents’ power, 
continues to drive up the number of arrests and deportations of undocumented people – 
most with no serious criminal history. Now a record 44,000 people are held in 
immigration detention as the immigration court backlog swells to a record high.  
Meanwhile the administration has cut the number of refugees allowed into the country to 
a record low of 30,000.  
 
Of course, there is also Trump’s infamous campaign pledge to build a wall along the 
US’s southern border, which he concedes will not now be funded by Mexico, or made of 
concrete. 

 

 

Trump's biggest accomplishments 

 
Though his accomplishments might not be popular with his critics, Trump for better or 
worse has been a consequential president thus far. 
 
Accomplishment: Space Force 
In signing a $738 billion defence spending bill just a few days before Christmas, Trump 
officially established the sixth branch of the US Armed Forces — the Space Force.  
 
The Space Force is the first new military service since the US Air Force was created in 
1947. 
Despite its name, the new branch has not been established to protect the planet from 
potential extraterrestrial threats, but is tasked with protecting the US military's assets in 
space.  
"This is not a farce. This is nationally critical," Gen. John Raymond, who Trump tapped 
to lead the Space Force, told reporters earlier this month. "We are elevating space 
commensurate with its importance to our national security and the security of our allies 
and partners." 
 
Accomplishment: Economic Success 
President Donald Trump has repeatedly pointed to the growing American economy as 
the strongest indicator of his success throughout his time in the White House, calling it 
"terrific" and "the greatest in the history of the country." 
 
At the State of the Union Address on Tuesday, Trump said "our economy is the best it 
has ever been," and placed it at the centre of his 2020 re-election bid. The White House 
highlights: 
 
● Almost 4 million jobs created since election. 
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● More Americans are now employed than ever recorded before in our history. 
● We have created more than 400,000 manufacturing jobs since my election. 
● Manufacturing jobs growing at the fastest rate in more than THREE DECADES. 
● Economic growth last quarter hit 4.2 percent. 
● New unemployment claims recently hit a 49-year low. 
● Median household income has hit highest level ever recorded. 
● African-American unemployment has recently achieved the lowest rate ever 

recorded. 
 

Three years into his presidency, Trump's signature legislative achievement remains a 
Republican tax bill that made sweeping changes to the tax code — the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act. 
As Business Insider's Joseph Zeballos-Roig recently reported: “The law was the biggest 
overhaul to the nation's tax code in three decades, and the president pitched it as 
"rocket fuel" for the American economy.” 
 
It permanently slashed the corporate tax rate to 21% from 35% while also providing 
temporary benefits for individuals and their families. 
 
Accomplishment: Environment 
Speaking in July 2019, President Trump said: “From day one, my administration has 
made it a top priority to ensure that America has among the very cleanest air and 
cleanest water on the planet.  We want the cleanest air.  We want crystal-clean water, 
and that’s what we’re doing and that’s what we’re working on so hard”. 
 
The White House points to the following achievements: 
● Increased our coal exports by 60 percent; U.S. oil production recently reached all-

time high. 
● United States is a net natural gas exporter for the first time since 1957. 
● Withdrew the United States from the job-killing Paris Climate Accord. 
● Cancelled the illegal, anti-coal, so-called Clean Power Plan. 
 
Accomplishment: Defeating ISIS's caliphate and taking out Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 

Figure 3: This file image 
made from video posted on a 
militant website April 20, 
2019, purports to show the 
leader of the Islamic State 
group, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 
being interviewed by his 
group's Al Furqan media 
outlet - Associated Press1 
 
ISIS shocked the world in 
2014 when it took over a 
large swath of territory 
across Iraq and Syria and 
declared a caliphate. 

The terrorist group's territorial holdings were the basis for its so-called caliphate, and 
provided it will a major base of operations to conduct attacks across the world.  
 

 
1 In his last months on the run, al-Baghdadi was agitated, fearful of traitors, sometimes disguised as a 

shepherd, sometimes hiding underground, always dependent on a shrinking circle of confidants.  
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After a five-year effort led by the US, ISIS's caliphate was finally defeated in March 
2019. 
Trump has at times falsely claimed that ISIS is totally defeated, embellishing the extent 
of the US military's success against the terrorist organization during his presidency. 
Though the terrorist group has lost its territory — its so-called caliphate — it's still 
estimated to have up to 18,000 fighters in Iraq and Syria. 
 
In late October, a US raid led to the death of ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.  
Baghdadi was the world's most wanted terrorist up to that point and his death 
represented a major blow to the terrorist group.  
 
"Last night, the United States brought the world's No. 1 terrorist leader to justice," 
Trump said at the time. "Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi is dead." "Capturing or killing him has 
been the top national security priority of my administration," he added. 
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6. Extension Tasks 

 

Many students are reluctant to read but ambitious students should regard this as an essential 

part of their preparation for top courses. Textbooks will be an essential part of your 

learning but they will not teach you to be a good historian.  

 

A lot of the books listed below can be bought second-hand very cheaply through market sellers 

and charity shops. You can also find a number as e-books or you could borrow from 

your local library and/or the school library. 

 

Many of the magazines offer e-editions or reduced subscriptions for students 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

Stitcher – A-level politics podcast 
Beyond Westminster 
BBC politics podcasts 
The Westminster Hour 
Politics.co.uk podcasts 
 

Guardian ‘politics weekly’ podcasts 
Going the way of the dodo 
10 of the best podcasts 
Takes from the lobby 
Learn out loud podcasts 

 

 

iPlayer Climate Change Playlist 
World economic forum videos 
Politics Live – BBC iPlayer 
The Andrew Marr Show 
The Politics Show 

Question Time 
BBC Parliament 
Cabinet Confidential 
Globalisation if Good – Johan Norberg 

 

https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/alevel-politics-podcast
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00g6spw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/search?q=politics&suggid
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006s624
https://www.politics.co.uk/podcast/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/series/politicsweekly
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0006shh?fbclid=IwAR3FGxbFGXmWSMPCpdu6ftBBzM6JNeyM_DTXS84ab2Wnc6pAngkFjykDrcU
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2018/jun/17/political-podcasts-10-of-the-best
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m0006mr6
https://www.learnoutloud.com/category_podcast.php?cat=0&catid=26&level=0&id=26&
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/search?q=climate+change
https://www.weforum.org/videos/archive/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b0bjf8p5/politics-live
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b0080bbs/the-andrew-marr-show
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00b2qm1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006t1q9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tv/bbcparliament
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdAhv0D1_hc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=12YDLZq8rT4&t=352s
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UK Government and Politics 

 
 

How Britain Really Works – Stig Abell Readable and witty analysis of recent political 
events and the institutions that make the UK 

Why we get the wrong politicians – Isabel 
Hardman 

Behind-the-scenes on life in Parliament, raising 
causes of disillusionment with politicians 

Truth to Power: 7 Ways to Call Time on B.S. 
 – Jess Phillips MP 

Inspirational and practical guide to speaking up 
and affecting change 

WTF? – Robert Peston Summary of Britain’s political/economic problems 
and suggestions to put things right 

Punch and Judy Politics: Insider Guide to 
PMQs – Ayesha Hazarika & Tom Hamilton 

Behind the scenes look at PMQs from Ed 
Miliband’s advisers 

The Blunders of our Governments – 
Anthony King & Ivor Crewe 

Looking at the institutional reasons government is 
not always built for good decision-making 

All Out War: The Full Story of how Brexit 
Sank Britain’s Political Class – Tim Shipman 

Brexit– up to 2017 

Fall Out: A Year of Political Mayhem – Tim 
Shipman 

Brexit – up to 2018 

Renovation, Rebuilding UK Politics – Roger 
Parry 

Brief dissertation about changing the way 
Parliament works without implementing 
constitutional changes. 

How to Lose a Referendum - Jason Farrell, 
Paul Goldsmith 

The Definitive Story of Why the UK voted for Brexit 

Poverty Safari: Understanding the Anger of 
Britain’s Underclass – Darren McGarvey 

What poverty means in the UK and how this is not 
understood by the political class – also relevant for 
Sociology 

 

 

 

 
Political Ideologies / Philosophy 

 
 

The Politics Book: Big Ideas, Simply 
Explained – Dorling Kingsley 

Reference books, looking at all major political 
ideas and thinkers 

Contesting Democracy – Jan-Werner Muller Historical account of political thought in 20th 
century Europe 

Remaking One Nation: The Future of 
Conservatism - Nick Timothy 

Theresa May’s former adviser, suggesting his 
vision for the party’s future direction 

The Spirit Level: Why Equality is better for 
everyone by Kate Pickett, Richard Wilkinson 

Explains the problems caused by inequality in a 
range of areas 

Hannah Arendt (anything!) One of the most influential 20th century political 
philosophers, looking at human nature 

The Prince - Machiavelli Foundation of realist thought 

What is Politics? - Adrian Leftwich Intro on Google Books – More of an introduction to 
undergraduate 
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USA 

 
 

Race of a Lifetime – Heilemann and 
Halperin 

2008 presidential race 

The Fifth Risk – Michael Lewis Damning criticism of Trump’s White House 

 
See below for links to more books – of course, Amazon isn’t the only book-selling site! 
 

 

Click on the book for a hyperlink to the relevant Amazon page… 
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