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Welcome
Welcome to the A Level Music bridging course. 

It is an excellent course that brings Performing, Composing, Listening and Appraising together in a 
unique way.

At The John Henry Newman School we follow the OCR A Level specification. 

The specification for the course can be found here:

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/219397-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-music-h543.pdf

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/219397-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-music-h543.pdf


Course outline

You can choose whether you would like to specialise in Performance or Composition in this 
A Level course.

Option A Option B

35% Performance 35% Composition

25% Composition 25% Performance

40% Listening/appraising 40% Listening/appraising



PERFORMANCE

The makeup of the A Level Music course

You will give a recital in Year 
13. 

It will be from March-May of 
Year 13 and it will be recorded 

in school. 

It should feature you playing at 
least 3 contrasting pieces on 

one instrument

COMPOSITION

You will complete a free 
composition in Year 12. 

You will complete a 
composition in Year 13 where 
you respond to an OCR given 

stimulus

The 2 compositions should be 
at least 4 minutes in duration

LISTENING

You will complete a listening 
exam at the end of Year 13.
You will listen to unfamiliar 

works and will answer 
questions. 

You will write short 10-marker 
essays

You will write 2 extended 25 
marker essays



Getting started
Performance

You will want to get your performing standard up as high as possible. 

Spend time playing pieces you enjoy playing to help you build confidence. 

Also try to practise new pieces which will take you out of your comfort zone 
and push you to new things. 



Next steps
Composition

In Year 12, you will complete a free composition which can be in any chosen style. We advise that you 
choose a strong stimulus to inspire your composition as this can really help inspire your work.

Try completing a short composition to a film/video game clip. This can be using music notation such 
as noteflight, sibelius or musescore, or music sequencing software such as garageband or bandlab. 

Your composition only needs to be 30 seconds long.

Pick the key moments in the video clip that you want to highlight/emphasise in your film composition 
and try to ensure your music matches the action at these moments. 

If you do not have access to music technology, you can use your instrument at home to begin the 
composition process 

Watch this clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10ix1zEWTrY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10ix1zEWTrY


Next steps
Listening skills

In your A Level Music course, you will study the following set works. Familiarise yourself 
with these pieces of music by listening to them in advance.

Billie Holiday: Billie Holiday: The Complete Decca Recordings: 
(i) ‘Don’t Explain’ (second version, 3’25”) (14 August 1945),
(ii) ‘Good Morning, Heartache’ (1946), 
(iii) ‘Solitude’ (single version, 3’11”) (1947), 
(iv) ‘Them There Eyes’ (1949)

Mozart: Quintet in Eb major for piano, oboe, clarinet, horn and bassoon, K.452, second and third 
movements
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WC9Qp6wKWsg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WC9Qp6wKWsg


A Level Ready
When you attend induction week, ensure that you have your started film composition with you. You 
should bring with you:

- The film clip you have composed music for
- The musical composition that you have worked on at home. This may be in garageband, logic, 

bandlab, sibelius, noteflight or musescore. 

Ensure you have listened to the set works ahead of your induction week. 

Any questions, please contact Miss Hewitson on hewitsonc@jhn.herts.sch.uk 

mailto:hewitsonc@jhn.herts.sch.uk


Extension tasks
- You may choose to extend your composition beyond the required 30 seconds.
- You may choose to challenge yourself to a second composition. Perhaps choosing to compose 

for a different ensemble such as a string quartet, brass quartet, choir etc.
- You may choose to arrange an existing piece of music for a different ensemble such as a jazz 

band
- Watch documentaries of film composers

- Hans Zimmer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEu-ESPmqs8
- John Williams https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FpY6OKL9bTE

Listen to a wide variety of styles of music including:

Popular songs: Blues, Jazz, Swing and Big Band
Instrumental Music of Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven
Programme Music 1820–1910

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEu-ESPmqs8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FpY6OKL9bTE


What our students say about A Level 
Music

“A Level Music was a highly enjoyable experience and I learnt a lot from it. My confidence as a musician, composer 
and performer grew through the two years. A Level Music played a big part in me developing the skills and 
confidence I needed to apply to and get into university to study music, and this is still relevant now as I work 
towards a career as a studio engineer” - Amelia Lawn, Bassoonist and Guitarist

“I think studying Music at A Level is a great way to see Music differently - when you learn about what underpins 
various genres of music and start to pick apart the way these types of music were made, you’ll be surprised at how 
much more enjoyable every kind of music becomes. I was definitely better prepared for my Medicine degree 
because A Level Music taught me to pick things apart, be critical of them and to be able to put my point and ideas 
across succinctly” - Danny Simpson, Saxophonist



What our students say about A 
Level Music

“A Level Music was the creative outlet I needed to balance the rest of my A Level subjects, which were all STEM. Being a smaller class, the 
teachers were able to be excellent mentors for both music and personal development. I especially enjoyed the practical module, as I was 
able to learn the origins and culture behind my instrument. Music remains a passion of mine at University, largely down to A Level Music 
and the encouragement given to me by the teachers at JHN” - Daniel Newman Sanders, Trumpeter

“A Level Music helped improve my confidence performing live and my ability to compose more complex music. It has changed how I listen 
to, and understand music going forward. The friends I made in the music department are still my closest friends now amongst four years 
on. I would definitely recommend A Level Music. If you’re willing to put the work in, it’ll be well worth your time” - Roisin Phelan, Flautist



—Daniel Newman Sanders, Trumpeter

“Music remains a passion of mine at 
University, largely down to A Level Music and 

the encouragement given to me by the 
teachers at JHN”


