
A Level Geography 

 



Welcome! 
 
’We all know that the minute you walk out the front door, you are looking at Geography. 
We’re all living in a Geographical world.’ Nicholas Crane (President RGS – IBG) 
 
Welcome to the A Level Geography course!  
 
It is a topical and exciting course that looks at current issues in the world around you. We 
cover a wide range of topics across both physical and human Geography and will 
develop old skills that you learnt at GCSE and introduce you to new ones to allow you to 
grow as Geographers.  
 
You will need to be open to using a number of different sources to help you form opinions, 
from academic texts to different types of newspaper to social media.  
 
There are two fieldtrips on the A Level course. In Year 12 we go on a five day trip to North 
Wales where we take theories that we have learnt in the classroom and put them into a 
real life context. This is also where we start thinking about and planning for your NEA (Non-
Examined Assessment).  
In Year 13 we have a day trip to Central London to consolidate some of the learning 
completed during Year 12. 
 
Miss Routledge, Ms Forde and Mr Ironmonger will all be teaching aspects of the A Level 
course to you. Should you have any questions, please email one of us! When we return to 
school we can also be found in the Geography office should you need any support.  
 
routledgea@jhn.herts.sch.uk 
 
fordec@jhn.herts.sch.uk 
 
ironmongerp@jhn.herts.sch.uk 
 
We also strongly advise you follow the JHNTeamGeog (@GeogJhn) twitter page.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



So, what will you study…? 
 
Paper  Topics How will you be 

assessed? 
Weighting 

 
 
 
1 – Dynamic 
Landscapes 
 
 

- Tectonic 
Processes and 
Hazards 

- Glaciated 
Landscapes 

- The Water Cycle 
and Water 
Insecurity 

- The Carbon 
Cycle and 
Energy Security 

 
 
 
External Exam 
 
 
2 hours 15 minutes 

 
 
 
30% 

 
 
 
2 – Dynamic Places 

- Globalisation 
- Regenerating 

Places 
- Superpowers 
- Health, Human 

Rights and 
Intervention 

 
 
 
External Exam 
 
 
2 hours 15 minutes 

 
 
 
30% 

 
 
 
3 – Synoptic 

For this exam you 
are provided with a 
resource booklet 
which contains 
information about a 
Geographical issue. 
You draw upon 
knowledge from the 
whole course. It’s a 
chance for you to 
show off as a 
Geographer! 

 
 
 
External Exam 
 
 
2 hours 15 minutes 

 
 
 
20% 

 
 
 
4 - NEA 

Coursework – you 
choose a topic to 
investigate that links 
to an area of the 
specification.  
Most of your data 
collection will take 
place on the Wales 
trip in March of Year 
12 

 
 
 
Internally assessed 

 
 
 
20% 

 
 
 



Getting Started – Before the 6th Form Induction Week…  
 
Throughout the course there three themes that run though all the areas of the 
specification and they help you identify the areas that might be included in your final 
synoptic exam.  
 
The three themes are;  
 
Players 
 
Looks at those that are responsible for making decisions about people and the use of 
space.  
They are linked closely to political plans and strategies e.g. UK’s economic transformation 
(globalisation), managing energy plans or a long-term programme.  
 
Attitudes and Actions 
 
Attitudes links to the viewpoints that decision makers have towards a range of issues.  
Actions links to the ways in which they try to achieve what they want.  
The media plays a huge role in establishing what we should see as ‘normal’ points of view.  
 
Futures and uncertainties 
 
This lets us look at the big questions for the future. E.g. what will the global economy look 
like in 2050? Can energy industries provide for all? How far will climate change play a part 
in any future decision making? 
 
 
Have a look at the images on the next page. They cover some of the big topics we will be 
thinking about in Geography. Consider the following questions;  
 
- What do the pictures represent? How do they link to Geography? 
- What are your geographical interests and passions? What do you want to 

investigate?  
- What geographical issue worries you? 
- What are the most significant issues in the world today? (These images were put 

together last year, what would you remove/add? Why?) 
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Building Skills 
There are a number of key concepts you should be familiar with as an A Level 
Geographer. You would have covered many of these whilst you were studying for your 
GCSE but there are also some new terms. The definitions are below, use your own 
knowledge and wider research to find Geographical examples for each.  
 
Concept Explanation 
Causality The relationship between cause and 

effect. The idea that a cause is responsible 
for something happening 
Example 
…………………………………………............... 
……………………………………………………. 
……………………………………………............ 

Globalisation The processes through which the world has 
become interconnected and 
interdependent, socially, economically 
and politically.  
Example 
…………………………………………............... 
…………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………….............. 

Risk The possibility of people, communities or 
places suffering damage or loss of life from 
a hazardous event.  
Example 
…………………………………………............... 
…………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………............ 

Sustainability Meeting the needs of current generations 
without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their needs; covering 
the state of the natural environment, social 
environment and economic environment.  
Example 
…………………………………………............... 
…………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………............ 

Identity  The sense of belonging and attachment to 
a place by and individual, group or 
community; linked to the real or perceived 
characteristics of a place.  
Example 
…………………………………………............... 



…………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………............ 

Inequality Unequal or unjust patterns linked to lack of 
opportunities, treatment of people or 
status of people.  
Example 
…………………………………………............... 
……………………………………………………. 
……………………………………………............ 

Interdependence  The reliance on economic, social or 
political links to maintain benefits for two or 
more countries or groups people.  
Example 
…………………………………………............... 
…………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………............ 

Mitigation and Adaptation Mitigations measures are interventions by 
people, organisations or governments to 
reduce or prevent something happening 
and adaptations are adjustments to 
reduce harmful consequences and 
maximise benefits.  
Example 
…………………………………………............... 
…………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………............ 

Resilience  The ability of people, a community or a 
place to withstand, absorb or overcome a 
disturbance so that impacts are minimised.  
Example 
…………………………………………............... 
…………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………............ 

 
 
 

Work to Complete over the Summer to ensure you are A Level Ready! 
 
Below are some typical questions we would consider as A Level Geographers. There is 
four to choose from. Please choose one of those to answer.  
 
You should use what you have learnt earlier in this booklet to help you with your research 
and wider reading (critical thinking and using a wide range of resources).  
 
Your answer should be two sides of A4 in length, typed and in no more than size 12 font 
please.  
 
Option One 
 
Explain the causes and impacts of climate change.   Evaluate different attempts to 
mitigate and adapt to the possible impacts. 



 
Option Two 
 
‘Regeneration is always successful.’ To what extent do you agree with this statement.  
 
Option Three – there is a PowerPoint to go with this 
 
- Use an annotated diagram/s to explain why Mount Etna exists at this location?  
- Mount Etna has killed people and caused damage but this is less than for volcanoes in 
other areas.  Why do some people say that for such an active volcano, Etna is actually in 
a good location? 
- Mt Etna is about 2 and half times taller than Mt Vesuvius on Italy’s mainland and erupts 
much more frequently.  Why is there much greater concern about the potential eruption 
of Mt. Vesuvius than there is of Mt Etna? 
 
Option Four 

Explain how globalisation has had an impact on your life.  Consider how that impact 
might change in the future. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Extension Tasks 
 
To become a well-rounded Geographer, wider reading is important and it is never too 
early to get started! 
Evidence suggests that students who read for enjoyment, not only perform better in tests 
than those who don’t, but develop a broader vocabulary, increased general knowledge 
and a better understanding of other cultures.  
In the Geography department, we believe it is one of the most valuable things you can 
do to enhance your academic performance.  
Remember to make use of digital books (Kindles/e-Readers) – you don’t have to access 
hard copies.  
 
There are so many different ways to develop as a Geographer and spend time 
researching your favourite topics. Below are some different podcasts, television shows 
and websites to explore and spend time looking at over the next few weeks. You have 
the opportunity to spend time really looking into Geographical issues that interest you and 
being able to ‘get ahead’ in preparing yourself for your A Level studies.  
 
To get you started here are some books that will help you as you start the A Level.  
 

The Geographical Association (GA) has also put together two reading lists, one human 
and one physical. These are organised by topics to give you a feel for the people, places 
and issues you will be studying as part of you’re a Level in Geography.  
You are not expected to read every title! But you should certainly dip in and out of 
particular titles that interest you.  
 
https://www.geography.org.uk/Student-guidance  
Make comments about what you have read. Consider the following;  
What did you choose to read and why? 
What did you already know? 
What did you learn? 
Did any of your opinions change due to the book(s) you have read? 



It's not just books. There has been plenty of time for you to sit and binge watch lots of 
series on Netflix that you might be looking for something new to get stuck into. Consider 
the following programmes that can currently be found on Netflix;  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Make a note of what you have watched. What drew you to this programme? Was it what 
you expected? What Geographical issues did it cover? Has it made you question 
anything? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

https://www.geography.org.uk/Preparing-for-A-level-geography 
 

https://onlineclassroom.cangeoeducation.ca 
 

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/geography-at-home/ 
 

 
https://www.dynamicearth.co.uk/learning/dynamicearthonline 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/young-geographer-of-the-year/ 
 
Deadline for this competition – 22nd July at 5:00pm.   
 

 
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-
resources/?categories=OnlineLecture&utm_source=School+Members&utm_campaign=e21185ba
e0- 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/itunes-u/geography-of-world-cultures/id384233929?mt=10 


