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Greetings year 11. 

This is what the Biology Department would like you to do in 

preparation for the start of your A-level Biology course. 

It is called a ‘Biological Issue Report’. 

It is adapted from year 12 coursework that students used to 

submit between the years 2008 and 2015. At the time it was 

worth 10% of the old A-level and was obviously a high fraction 

of the total work over the two years. 

What does the work enable you as students to show your 

teachers (for this purpose called mentors)? 

This work encourages you as year 11 students to: 

1. Act and think like scientists, 

2. understand how professional scientists work, 

3. it is an excellent way to see how A-level expects you to 

think and structure your work. 

 

The issue report will help you explore your interests in 

Biology. Perhaps some of these interests you have had for a 

long time or only recently have been discovered. Whatever, 

the situation I am sure that you will enjoy researching and 

typing up a structured report to help: 

1. Develop your Biological interests more, 

2. impress your mentors, 

3. and most importantly discover your love for Biology. 
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To help you start to think about what to do have a look at 

what a career in Biology could make you become. Indeed this 

is what careers in Biology will do for your thinking and 

attitudes in the work place. 

 

Professional Biologists…………. 

 

• identify a biological problem, 

• try to come up with a solution, 

• consider the implications of their solution, 

• examine the benefits and risks of this solution, 

• look at some alternatives, 

• critically look at and use any source material, 

• attempt to communicate their ideas effectively. 
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Who knows the report may inspire you enough to consider a 
Biological career. Look what you could do: 
Job options 

Jobs directly related to your degree include: 

• Academic researcher 
• Biotechnologist 
• Higher education lecturer 
• Marine biologist 
• Microbiologist 
• Nanotechnologist 
• Nature conservation officer 
• Pharmacologist 
• Research scientist (life sciences) 
• Scientific laboratory technician 
• Secondary school teacher 
• Soil scientist 
• Teaching laboratory technician 

Jobs where your degree would be useful include: 

• Anatomical pathology technologist 
• Animal physiotherapist 
• Clinical scientist, cardiac sciences 
• Dental hygienist 
• Dental technician 
• Dental therapist 
• Dentist 
• General practice doctor 
• Genetic counsellor 
• Health promotion specialist 
• Medical science liaison 
• Neuroscientist 
• Physician associate 
• Prosthetist/orthotist 
• Science writer 
• Sustainability consultant 
• Veterinary nurse 
• Zoologist 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/academic-researcher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/biotechnologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/higher-education-lecturer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/marine-biologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/microbiologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/nanotechnologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/nature-conservation-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/pharmacologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/research-scientist-life-sciences
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/scientific-laboratory-technician
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/secondary-school-teacher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/soil-scientist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/teaching-laboratory-technician
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/anatomical-pathology-technologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/animal-physiotherapist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/clinical-scientist-cardiac-sciences
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/dental-hygienist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/dental-technician
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/dental-therapist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/dentist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/general-practice-doctor
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/genetic-counsellor
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/health-promotion-specialist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/medical-science-liaison
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/neuroscientist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/physician-associate
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/prosthetist-orthotist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/science-writer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/sustainability-consultant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/veterinary-nurse
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/zoologist
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So the Issue Report is structured as: 

• The report is between 1500 and 2000 words. 

• There are 3 sections to the report, as well as an 

overall SPAG section. 

• This word count does not include any words in: 

1. The diagrams, pictures, tables or graphs that you 

produce. 

2. The Bibliography that you produce at the end of 

the report. 

• The report needs a ‘title page’. 

• It also needs a ‘contents page’ which comes the page 

after the title page. 

• It also needs a page number on every page. Page 1 is 

the first page after the ‘contents page’. 

• The report should be all your own work and 

information you have gathered should be typed in 

your own words. 

• The deadline to hand in the digitally produced work  

is: Friday 3
rd

 July 2020. 

• The report is to be e-mailed to your mentor. 

 

We have included a power point to give you more details. 

Within it there are two word docs with examples of how to 

type it up and a list of e-mails of mentors to help you. You 

will be allocated a mentor who will be available in school 

time to help you with your efforts. 

 

Good luck. 

Mr O’Connell. Head of Biology 
 


