
THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

WEEKLY INFORMATION
FRIDAY 28th JANUARY 2022

Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

I hope you are well. I will start with my now 
weekly update on the Covid situation in school. 
It is less positive than last week. The number of 
cases in school has increased and we are once 
more in an “outbreak” situation. This means 
that we have a significant number of cases in a 
specified year group and, as a result, we have 
re-introduced our on-site testing for specific 
groups. This state of play reflects the local and 
the national picture, and you may have noted 
in the press that about a million children are 
currently absent from school. There are also 
about 47,000 teachers off school nationally at 
the moment.

We are currently managing the situation well 
and we are not anticipating a need to send any 
groups home for the foreseeable future. It does 
emphasis how important it is for students to 
be tested regularly and to wear face coverings 
in school. I must thank you all for your support 
and cooperation in ensuring that our school is 
as safe a place as is possible - thank you.

On a much more positive note, please note 
the graphics above, I am very happy to share 
with you the news that one of our governors 
and some parents spotted last week. The 
Sunday Times has a “Parent Power table,” 
which is intended to support parents in 
choosing a school for their child, ranking all 
3500 secondary schools in England. In the 
table ranking state comprehensive and partially 
selective secondary schools, we have been 
ranked at number 100 in the nation. This is 
based upon academic performance at GCSE 
and A Level over the last ten years. This is a 
magnificent endorsement of the excellent work 
undertaken by students, supported by their 
parents and the staff of the school. 

The second table, which includes private 
secondary schools and selective secondary 
schools, ranks our school at 248 nationally, 

which, given the nature of the schools involved, 
I believe is even greater testimony to the efforts 
of our students and the support of our families. 
Thank you for all that you do to ensure that 
every opportunity exists for our children to 
succeed. I have always publicly stated that our 
parents are the prime educators of our students 
and are therefore the greatest asset that our 
school has. Thank you and well done.

Finally, I must thank my colleagues who 
contribute to the content of our weekly 
newsletter. The quality of the publication 
has moved forward enormously in the last 
two years. I recommend it to all families and 
students as a source of news, academic advice 
and wellbeing support for everyone, regardless 
of age, stage or ability.

A prayer for our parents

Thank you, Lord, for our parents. They have nurtured 
us and provided for our needs throughout our lives. We 
are so grateful for their love, attention, guidance, help, 
understanding and wisdom. They have sacrificed so 
much for our good.
Help us to be as loving to them as they have been to 
us. Open our eyes to ways that we can be a blessing to 
them. Grant that we can be a source of joy to them and 
that we can honour them as they deserve to be honoured.
As they age, keep them healthy and strong and surround 
them with loving friends and family to support them 
and bring them joy. May your peace reign in their 
hearts and your love always encompass them.
Amen.
By Ann Fitch
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us

Have a lovely weekend.

God bless,  

Mr Mathew
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COVID-19 UPDATE
I am writing to update you on the current Covid-19 situation in school, and the measures that we 
will now be taking to protect our students and staff.

Omicron cases are rising in the area and the number of cases in school has started to increase. We 
have been in contact with Public Health - Hertfordshire County Council – and  it has been decided 
that we are now considered to be in an “active outbreak.” This means that we have to refer to 
our contingency plan and ensure that additional measures are put in place to protect all. These 
measures will be in place until the end of half term and reviewed then.

From now and until Friday 11th February, the following measures will be implemented:

• Year groups will not mix, other than their movement around the school, which is predominately 
outside of buildings.  Pupils, students and staff will continue to wear face masks at all times.

• Year groups will not meet in large numbers; all assemblies will be virtual.

• There will be no extra-curricular activities with mixed groups, other than those that are 
approved by our Health and Safety team.

• If you are a close contact of someone positive then we recommend you test daily for 7 days

• Home testing is advised 3 times a week; on Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday. I also recommend 
that should a child exhibit symptoms of Covid, a PCR test is carried out immediately. We have 
distributed additional lateral flow test packs. However, we do also encourage parents/carers to 
order packs directly from the online service.  
This can be done via the following link:  
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests .  
You can also collect them locally and find your closest pick up point by clicking here:  
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/ 

There are a small number of events and trips, planned for some time, which will only go ahead if, 
on advice from Herts Public Health, they are thought to be safe.

I will keep you updated on the situation in school and, if the situation becomes worse, we have 
other options available to us. I will inform you of the changes, if required. We are, of course, keen | 
to ensure that our students have a good experience and this means keeping the day-to-day 
routines as normal as is possible.

I thank you all for your continued support, prayers and understanding. 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/


ART & DESIGN

KEY STAGE 3: 
Year 7: 

“Mark making, often in the form of 
drawing, is considered to be the 
foundation of art – a way of thinking 
visually. It can be used for different 
purposes and is a powerful form of 
communication”

Chris Francis

The first project in the Autumn term 
is ‘Formal Elements’. These are the 
foundations of drawing: line, shape, space, 
form, tone, texture, pattern and colour. 
We have focused on these elements to 
support our year 7 with their recording 
skills. These elements combine to 
communicate in many ways. 

Year 8: 

“Mark making, often in the form of drawing, is 
considered to be the foundation of art – a way of 
thinking visually. It can be used for different purposes 
and is a powerful form of communication”

Chris Francis

The first project that year 8 completed is called 
‘The Purpose of Drawing’. This asked students to 
consider why we draw: to investigate, to understand, 
to communicate and to describe. The students have 
studied the work of Jim Dine and Mark Bradford. They 
looked at the purpose of drawing in relation to maps 
and created their own work inspired by artists and 
first-hand sources. 

Art begins with drawing. At Saint John Henry Newman the art department recognizes that 
drawing is vital to the creative process and all year groups start the academic year by learning 
the technical skills, but also understanding that drawing has many purposes. There are so many 
highlights of the year so far, and the students’ outcomes, that we are thrilled to share with you. 

Here are some excellent examples of pupils work from Year 7:

Here are some examples of their work: 



Year 9: 

“The meaning of artworks are never fixed: what the 
artist intends and what the viewer understands may 
be different. Our individual interpretations of art 
are rarely the same but shaped by our knowledge, 
experience and prejudices.”

Chris Francis

Year 9 students have learnt complicated drawing 
techniques through their project ‘Perspective’. 
They have understood the rules of perspective and 
learnt about the Impressionist movement in Art 
History. They have studied the work of Cezanne and 
Monet to inspire their own Impressionist landscape 
paintings, focusing on mark-making and use of 
light. These are a work in progress but we are very 
proud of their determination and perseverance:



Year 10:

In Year 10 the students have been creating work in response to a 
theme set by their teacher: Fragments. They hae been working, 
through a series of workshops, to build their confidence in a range 
of disciplines, including drawing, painting, screen printing, lino 
printing and collage. These skills have given them the foundational 
skills which they are now starting to apply to their independent 
work. Good luck in your mock exam! 

Year 11: 

Year 11 have worked hard to produce exciting outcomes based on more independent projects. 
This week they persevered through a 10 hour mock exam and produced highly imaginative 
outcomes. The students are now in the final stages of their projects as their coursework will be 
finished by May. They are continuing to experiment with materials and ideas, working towards a 
refined final outcome. Keep going art and graphics students!
Here are some images of their current coursework:



Year 12 A Level and BTEC: 

Year 12 have ‘hit the ground running’ and use the art rooms 
as a studio space. Both BTEC and A Level students attended 
a 6 week life drawing course held at the school which gave 
them the incredible opportunity to study the human figure 
and how the body moves as one whole unit, made up of its 
component parts. They produced some truly outstanding 
artwork during this time and we were extremely proud of 
their commitment to the course. 

Year 12 A Level began with a series of workshops focusing 
on drawing, painting, photography and print making. This 
has given them the foundational skills required to begin 
their own independent outcomes. Year 12 BTEC have been 
working on their Fashion and Art History units, working hard 
to understand how to create a jacket and the skills required 
to research the context of art history. 

Here are some examples of the work produced during the first term of 
their course:

Year 13 A Level and BTEC: 

Year 13 are busy preparing for university life and have worked 
hard to prepare their portfolios. They are developing their 
own projects based on a wide range of interests including 
architecture, fashion, animation and political art. Many 
students have now received offers from universities such as 
Leeds, Falmouth and Manchester. We are extremely proud of 
their successes. 

Below are some images from their  
portfolios: 



TOP TIPS FOR OUR GCSE, A LEVEL AND BTEC STUDENTS. 
• All your work needs to develop from one idea to the next and you need to make it clear 

how your project progresses.

• Try not to work on a piece in isolation. Spread your work out in front of you to be inspired 
by everything that came before. 

• Attend additional classes on offer. We will be running life drawing next term and it is an 
excellent opportunity for you.

• Don’t take too long to begin; you could spend weeks planning a piece of art.

• Consider your composition extremely carefully. 

• Ensure that you are drawing from first-hand sources. Take photographs or draw from life,  
it shows your connection to the topic, originality and shows off your best skills. 

• Take care in the presentation of your work. Ensure that it is mounted correctly and  
presented neatly.

• Create a space at home for you to work, your own personal studio. Fill the space with 
things that inspire you. 

• Keep reflecting on your theme and your work, and make notes on your reflections. 

• Make art about something that matters to you. 

1. BEANO: The Art of Breaking 
the Rules – Somerset House

The UK’s longest-running 
children’s comic book exhibition 
celebrates the artwork and its 
history. 

2. Yayoi Kusama: Infinity Mirror 
Rooms – Tate Modern

The Tate Modern have a year-
long exhibition to celebrate Yayoi 
Kusama, the centrepiece being 
the famed Infinity Rooms, 
allowing you to step inside her 
immersive work. 

3. Helen Frankenthaler: 
Radical Beauty –  
Dulwich Picture Gallery

Her exhibition is full of 
woodcuts which are 
spontaneous, vast and 
colourful. 

4. At No Point In Between – 
Webber Gallery

American photographer Zora 
J Murff’s latest exhibition 
unpicks racial constructs in 
the USA. 

5. Durer’s Journeys: Travels  
of a Renaissance Artist –  
The National Gallery

This great German renaissance 
master documents his time 
travelling, learning and 
spreading ideas as his work 
developed. 

6. Life Between Islands: Caribbean-
British Art 1950s-Now – Tate Britain

Exploring the work of Caribbean 
British artists, showing how the 
world without this art would be very 
different. 

7. The Morgan Stanley 
Exhibition: Van Gogh Self 
Portraits – The Courtauld 
Gallery

Van Gogh has been widely 
celebrated for his self-
portraits. This exhibition 
spotlights 15 of them, 
including his earliest 
portraits painted in Paris. 

8. Beatrix Potter: Drawn to 
Nature – V&A

On display are the original 
watercolours and paintings, 
as well as artefacts such as 
letters and diaries which 
explore Potter’s life as an 
illustrator. 

9. Francis Bacon: Man and 
Beast – Royal Academy

This exhibition shows his 
artistic obsession with 
animals over 50 years, as 
well as giving you insight 
into his personal, lifelong 
fascination with the natural 
world. 

EXHIBITIONS TO ATTEND



The Young Gamers and Gamblers Education 
Trust (YGAM) is a national charity with a social 
purpose to inform, educate and safeguard 
young and vulnerable people, helping them 
build resilience and understand the potential 
harms caused by gambling and gaming.

Parents can often feel overwhelmed in a 
world of constantly advancing technology 
and YGAM is keen to provide simple, usable 
resources to help parents have honest and open 
conversations with their children around the 
topics of gaming and gambling.

There are supposed to be protections in place 
to keep children away from the risk of gambling. 
However, the way that online apps and games 
work gives rise to behaviours that might 
encourage children towards gambling.

In late 2019, the Gambling Commission 
published a report investigating the impact of 
gambling on 11-16 year olds in Great Britain. The 
report singled out the loot box as an example 
of the blurring of gaming and gambling, finding 
that 44% of young people who are familiar 
with in-game items had paid money to open 
loot boxes in-game. Loot boxes can be bought 
within a game, and contain a random selection 
of items, often common items of low value, and 
occasionally a rare useful item.

In August 2021, the House of Commons library 
published a Library Paper giving an overview 
of loot boxes and the concerns that have been 
raised about their possible role in encouraging 
children to gamble. You can read the paper 
here: https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/
research-briefings/cbp-8498/

The Young Gamers and Gamblers Education 
Trust (YGAM) has resources for parents and 
teachers and can be found here: https://parents.
ygam.org/about-ygam-parent-hub/

Thanks to Andrew Hall of Safeguarding Pro for 
the above information.  Please also see the pdf 
below from National Online Safety.

SAFEGUARDING

ONLINE GAMBLING

https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8498/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8498/
https://parents.ygam.org/about-ygam-parent-hub/
https://parents.ygam.org/about-ygam-parent-hub/


At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they 
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 02.10.2019

ONLINE GAMING
Much is written in the media about online gaming, 
gambling and “skin” betting. These terms can be 
confusing as they mean di�erent things in di�erent 
contexts. Online gaming has historically meant 
gambling websites with cards, slot machines and 
roulette. More recently, as we are discussing here, 
online gaming has also come to mean video games 
you play over the internet. In online video games, 
players can often start playing for free. As they 
progress, the game o�ers in-app purchases that 
provide equipment, weapons, out�ts and 
enhancements to characters. These are usually small 
purchases of just a few pounds. However, games 
o�er many hundreds of these purchases that can 
mean children spend a considerable amount of 
money.

Some video games also o�er what has been called 
“loot boxes” as a way to purchase these items. 
Similar to purchasing a pack of Panini football 
stickers or a Lego Mini�gure in foil packaging, 
players don’t know exactly what they will get. They 
may get a common item that has a low value in the 
game. Equally, they may get a rare item that has a 
high value. These interactions are not considered to 
be gambling according to the UK Gambling 
Commission, although sometimes they have a 
similar appearance because the items obtained 
have no monetary value outside the game. Only 
games that contain simulations of real-world 
gambling have the PEGI Gambling descriptor. 
However, games that o�er in-app transactions of 
any kind are �agged with the PEGI In-App Purchase 
descriptor on the box or at point of sale online.

SAFE SETTINGS
It’s important that parents try this out with children as they venture into the world 
of gaming. Together they can build an understanding of how these purchases work and 
discuss which are really good value, and which are over-priced. Like pocket money, it can be 
a good way to teach children about virtual currency and online purchases. 

It’s important to understand that it can be easier to make repeat purchases online compared to buying toys or stickers over the counter. Also, many 
games o�er high-cost top-ups of virtual currency (up to £79.99) in a single purchase. While these are sometimes labelled “best value” they represent 
a signi�cant investment in a game that should be considered carefully before purchase.

It’s worth noting that Microsoft, Sony and Nintendo have agreed to disclose the odds of getting rare items in loot boxes. Game publishers on these 
platforms will have to reveal the chances of each purchase. Some publishers do this already. Together with your child, you can set-up spending limits 
to stop accidental purchases. A good approach is to use the pocket money feature on consoles to allow them to spend a small amount each month. 
You can also avoid putting your credit card details in by using pre-paid cards that work like book tokens. If you do add credit cards ensure you set up 
a password on the account.

VALUING IN-APP PURCHASES
Understanding how modern games make money enables you to guide your family to �nd the best value in the games they play. Whether it’s taking advantage of the many free to play 
games now available, making informed decisions about in-app purchases or spending weekend pocket money after a hard week at school, this way of paying for games can work. 

SKIN TRADING SKIN BETTING
Because players can trade and swap items in 
games, the relative rarity of these items 
creates a thriving market where these items 
are exchanged. This trading aspect of games 
like Rocket League can be an enjoyable way 
for players to get the items they want, similar 
to swapping football stickers in the 
playground.

Because these items are often just visual 
changes to how characters look they are 
called “skins”, although, in reality, this 
includes items that do more than change 
appearance. It’s important for parents to 
understand that these “skin” trades are often 
arranged on websites or apps outside the 
game itself. This can mean that parents are 
unaware of trades. Also, the third-party 
communities are unregulated and beyond the 
control of the game creator.

Use of this “skin” currency can be taken further by websites that use it for gambling. “Skin 
betting” is when players use these virtual items they have earned or purchased in games as 
gambling currency. Players can also use these sites to bet with “skins” on eSports competition 
outcomes. It’s important for parents to be aware of this activity, as it can consume considerable 
amounts of money if a player is buying in-game items for this purpose.

Where this becomes a legal issue, is when the “skins” you win can be converted to cash. As the 
Gambling Commission stated in its Young People and Gambling 2017 Report, “Where gambling 
facilities are o�ered to British consumers, including with the use of in-game items that can be 
converted into cash or traded (for items of value), a gambling licence is required.” 

In particular, this means that these sites must not be accessible or advertised to children. 
“Tackling operators making gambling facilities available to children is one of the Gambling 
Commission’s priorities. This has been demonstrated by action taken against unlicensed 
websites providing facilities for gambling using in-game items as methods for payment.” Along 
with the Gambling Commission, the games industry strongly opposes “skin” betting sites as they 
infringe the legal agreements that underpin games. Games companies work with law 
enforcement agencies to clamp down on these sites.

Understanding Video Game

LOOT BOXES &
SKIN BETTING

+1 Rare Item
Unlocked!
+1 Rare Item
Unlocked! LOOT BOXES

+200 NOS

+450 NOS

+899 NOS

+3400 NOS

+1200 NOS

Meet our expert
Andy Robertson is a parent of three children and 
journalist who writes for national newspapers and 
broadcast television. His Taming Gaming book 
helps parents guide children to healthy play.
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NOTICES

SAINTS CUP COMPETITION:
The competition will consist 
of you creating a set from 
a play, movie, TV show etc. 
Using a shoebox or a medium 
sized cardboard box as your 
base, you will re-create the set 
using everyday materials. For 
example, you could use string to 
outline your windows and doors, 
you could use polystyrene to 
create a couch, you could use 
tissue paper as your flooring.  
There isn’t a limit to your imagination!

This is an individual task and this is open for all (Year 7 up to 
Sixth Form), the deadline for these to be handed in is the Friday 
before we break up for the Easter holidays. You need to hand 
them in to the Drama Department office in the pavilion!

The person who creates the most realistic and accurate set  
will win! Good luck!”

NATIONAL APPRENTICESHIP 
WEEK 7-13 FEBRUARY 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,

Please take the time with your child to read 
the Apprenticeship guide for Parents and 
Carers below to explore the exciting world of 
apprenticeships and gain an understanding 
of the huge changes happening in the 
world of Apprenticeships ahead of National 
Apprenticeship week 7-13th February 2022.

Many thanks

Mrs Brown

Careers JHN

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/
uploads/2022/01/Apprenticeship-Hints-Tips-for-
Parents-Carers-V2.pdf

The Creativity department are 
pleased to announce the first 
creativity competition of 2022.
On SMHW, students in years 7 and 8 will 
have a creative challenge to test their 
skills of noticing, making connections 
and problem-solving. If your son/ 
daughter wants to take part, please 
print out the competition sheet posted 
on SMHW and submit to the creativity 
competition box outside the staff room 
by Friday 11th February. All successful 
responses will be awarded Newman 
points and participants will be entered 
into a draw to win a prize at the end of 
this half term. A new competition will 
be posted on SMHW every two weeks. 
Good luck! Please contact Ms Cummins 
for further information  
cumminsk@jhn.herts.sch.uk

mailto:admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2022/01/Apprenticeship-Hints-Tips-for-Parents-Carers-V2.pdf
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2022/01/Apprenticeship-Hints-Tips-for-Parents-Carers-V2.pdf
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2022/01/Apprenticeship-Hints-Tips-for-Parents-Carers-V2.pdf
mailto:cumminsk@jhn.herts.sch.uk



