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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

Prayer

Lord, look upon me with eyes of 
mercy. May Your healing hand 
rest upon me, may Your life-
giving powers flow into every cell 
of my body and into the depths 
of my soul, cleansing, purifying, 
restoring me to wholeness and 
strength for service in Your 
Kingdom. Amen.
Saint John Henry Newman,  
pray for us.

As we approach the extended weekend break, it would appear that the timing of this break is very 
opportune. We have a very tired community and, most significantly, large numbers of students 
and staff absent due to either positive Covid cases or seasonal illness. I know that this putting a 
great deal of stress on individual families as well as the school. I hope that the next four days offer 
everyone an opportunity to rest and restore before the final three weeks of term.

I commented in my newsletter from two weeks ago, that I would give you some examples of how 
we are spending school fund to support our students in school. School fund is an essential element 
of our school planning, as it allows us to support departments in developing and delivering 
their curriculum to our students. Consequently, our students have a better and more enriching 
experience.

Below is a sample of some of the purchases we have made over recent weeks. It is by no means an 
exhaustive list and it does not include our most expensive resource, new IT and computers.

English
140 copies of ‘A Christmas Carol’ to replace 
damaged or lost copies, plus additional 
reading resources, various copies and numbers 
of text.  
Geography
A new set of atlases, enough for each 
classroom to have a set each. Our current 
atlases have data from 2010! These new 
atlases have data ranging from 2019 - 2021. 
They cover maps that link to almost all of our 
units of work from KS3 to KS5 and will allow 
us to embed important Geographical skills 
throughout the students’ Geography work.
History
Virtual tours.
Berlin in the Cold War and Auschwitz-Birkenau 
Maths
Class sets of mini whiteboards. 10 class sets.
MFL
Language plays in school by visiting 
companies.

Music
2 x Electro Acoustic Guitars 
32x Ukulele (A class set of Ukuleles)
Department video camera 
Over ear headphones. 
Production Arts, school productions and 
events
Wedge monitor speakers - This is a 
replacement for the existing amplifier.
Sound desk 
Amplifier - Replacement for the existing 
amplifier.
Science
Carousel learning platinum membership and 
additional IT support materials.
DT
Study support materials. 
The total cost of the projects above is just 
over £10,000

As I mentioned at the top of the page, this is some of the 
departmental support put in place but we are also investigating 
the cost of computers for not only our current site, but also 
for the new buildings once they open. If you are not already 
contributing to school fund and are able to, it would be greatly 
appreciated. You may even wish to sponsor a particular 
department. Click here for further information.

You will also note below an update from Mrs Howard on our 
very successful Movember campaign to support the wellbeing 
of our male students.

School reopens on Tuesday, I wish you all an enjoyable 
weekend.

Have a great weekend everyone.

God bless,  

Mr Mathew

https://www.jhn.herts.sch.uk/410/jhna-lottery-school-fund


HOST
On Thursday we hosted our own wear a 
moustache day so everyone, however ‘follicly 
challenged’, could wear a tash with pride.

Our Movember campaign hasn’t stopped 
there though. We see education as being key 
in raising awareness and helping men and 
boys to stay mentally healthy, build strong 
connections and take action early when times 
are tough. Through our strand work of the 
Voice and Creativity we have been discussing 
key issues and exploring the campaign in 
more depth. In PSHCE we have been looking 
at masculinity with a view to our sixth form 
students running workshops for our younger 
boys. Finally, we have signposted parents and 
students to external resources so you can 
carry on those all -important conversations at 
home. Ultimately, we are working towards a 
world where men and boys are comfortable 
having conversations about the big things in 
life.

For the month formerly known as November, the JHN community has rallied together to support 
the cause, get people talking and raise funds for men’s health projects.

The Movember campaign has  
encouraged us all to Grow,  
Move and Host.

GROW
At JHN a number of our school 
community have grown some fine 
moustaches. The moustaches are 
not just there to add interest to 
the face but to remind everyone 
of the importance of men’s health, 
and urge them to talk about this 
important campaign.

Which member of staff has 
cultivated the best moustache? 
Take a look at  
https://twitter.com/thejhnschool 
and cast your vote.....!

MOVE
A number of staff have decided to move for Movember, and tackled 
the 60km challenge. They have pushed their limits outside to raise 
awareness of the 60 men we lose to suicide each hour, every hour. 

All of Year 7 joined in the movement by tackling their own 5km 
fun run challenge to raise awareness of the Movember campaign. 
Together they ran an almighty 950km – and, with family and friends 
generously sponsoring their efforts, they managed to raise £500 for 
our Movember charity ‘It’s On The Ball’ - a local charity which raises 
awareness of testicular cancer through running free educational 
workshops in schools. 

https://itsontheball.org/

If you are the parent of a Year 7 and haven’t yet donated but would 
like to, then please do this via parent pay by Friday 3rd December. 
Just £1 from each of our remaining families will add another £150 to 
the ‘It’s On The Ball’ charity. Many thanks for all your support.

MOVEMBER CONVERSATIONS
Movember Conversations gives practical 
guidance on how to support men who might 
be struggling. Friends, family and colleagues 
can all use this interactive tool to gain the 
skills and confidence to approach challenging 
conversations with the men in their lives. 

https://conversations.movember.com/en-us/

WHERE TO ACCESS HELP AND SUPPORT
Support for young people

https://twitter.com/thejhnschool
https://itsontheball.org/
https://conversations.movember.com/en-us/


As the new academic year begins, Production 
Arts have already supported many events 
within school including Open Evening, 
welcome events, whole school assemblies and 
Remembrance Day.

We continue to work on aspects of the new 
specification and have welcomed Mrs Evetts 
and Mr Crafter to the team, who are bringing 
valuable insight and expertise to the curriculum.

This year we are also looking at sustainability as 
part of the future development of our industry, 
alongside the effects of climate change and how 
we can make a difference. With this in mind, the 
students have been making their own gobo’s for 
theatre lighting and will be covering, throughout 
the year, recycling of old sets to make new 
ones, using different technologies for different 
purposes and bringing back some old theatrical 
techniques that can be utilised for modern 
productions.

The students continue to build sets with Mr Crafter and 
Tim Bossley, and work towards the skills they will need to 
develop for upcoming productions and events within the 
school throughout their course. 

We are now fully running the new project based BTEC 
qualification, and the link to this can be found here: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-
nationals/btec-nat-production-arts-practice.html

This will allow students to be more proactive in their 
own creativity and development than before, and we are 
looking forward to seeing where this takes them over the 
next two years.

PRODUCTION ARTS

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/btec-nat-production-arts-practice.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/btec-nat-production-arts-practice.html


DRAMA

KEY STAGE 3
The Year 7s have made a great start to their 
life at JHN. They have really thrown themselves 
enthusiastically into all the challenges. We 
began the year exploring the Drama Strategies 
and the students had their first opportunity to 
work in groups – something that we haven’t 
been able to do for a long time! We are now 
delving into the concept of tone in a piece of 
theatre and the establishment of a clear mood 
or atmosphere. At the same time, the students 
are also gaining more control of their physicality 
through the use of Total Body Theatre.

The Year 8s have also started the year well and 
have enjoyed their lessons being back in the 
Drama studios. They began the year exploring 
the notion of character and how a performer 
creates a character for the stage. They then 
took part in a number of assessed, practical 
workshops, which produced some really 
focused and interesting work. They have now 
diverted their attention to the subject of stylized 
theatre and are busy making non naturalistic 
pieces that really require audiences to think and 
interpret what they see.

The Year 9s have enjoyed a strong start to the 
year. They are exploring the history of theatre 
at the moment and are preparing some very 
interesting and creative presentations. Their 
positive approach to the start of the year and its 
more involved style of work has been amazing.

KEY STAGE 4
The Year 10s have been busy devising their 
pieces for the upcoming Component 1 exams. 
This is proving to be intelligent and exciting 
work which we very much look forward to 
watching. I am sure that their enthusiasm for 
the course will produce some great results. 
Meanwhile the Year 11s have completed their 
Component 1 work and have moved on to the 
published play performances for Component 2. 

KEY STAGE 5
The Year 12s have made a very good start to 
Theatre Studies. They are adapting well to the 
rigours of the course and seem to be enjoying 
the new challenges. They are also working on 
their devised Component 1 pieces, which we 
hope to be able to perform in the Summer 
term. The Year 13s are currently staging their 
Component 2 published plays. This year, we 
have chosen two very challenging plays which 
look at some very challenging issues but we are 
confident that they will do the work justice.

Overall, it has been a very positive start to the 
year. We have a new member of staff in the 
department, Miss Gaughan, who has been a 
great addition to our team. We have started 
Drama Club again in the hope that we will be 
able to put on a show towards the end of the 
Summer term and we are back in the Drama 
studios for all of our lessons! The most exciting 
news, however, is that we were able to take all 
of the Key Stage 4 and 5 students on a theatre 
trip to see ‘The Curious Incident Of The Dog In 
The Night Time.’ It was great to be back and be 
able to see live theatre again!



Football

The year 9 boys football team took on The 
Priory School last week. JHN were looking to 
bounce back from the disappointing result in 
their last game. JHN began the game strongly 
and showed a lot of promise in getting the ball 
out from the back. A couple of early chances 
almost saw us in the lead. These chances later 
came back to bite JHN as a breakaway goal 
was scored by Priory after a long ball over 
the top of the defence. What became one 
for The Priory School, quickly became two, 
following a handball in JHN’s penalty area. 
It was converted low into the corner giving 
the goalkeeper no chance. Priory led 2-0 at 
half time. JHN started the second half really 
well. An early goal gave JHN a lot of hope 
to push on. Countless  chances came in the 
second half where JHN controlled possession 
throughout. A few fine saves from The Priory 
School’s goalkeeper kept JHN from equalising. 
The game finished 2-1 to The Priory School. 
However, JHN should be proud of their 
performance, especially the second half.

The year 7 boys football team took on The 
Thomas Alleyne’s Academy on Tuesday 
which was to be their third league game this 
season. The game started well with both teams 
applying pressure high up the pitch. However, 
chances were few and far between in the first 
half. It wasn’t until a shot from outside the 
box came from the Thomas Alleyne’s striker 
that produced an amazing save from Fraser 
Steele. The game was goalless at half time. The 
second half started in difficult fashion for JHN. 
Two early goals led JHN to lose hope. It was 
only in the last 10 minutes that JHN started 
to produce attack after attack. Hitting the 
post and a goal-saving tackle helped Thomas 
Alleyne’s keep a clean sheet. The game finished 
2-0 to Thomas Alleyne’s. From what was a 
close game, JHN can draw a lot of positives 
about their performance.

The year 8s continued their unbeaten run in 
the league beating Barclay Academy. A great 
all round performance from all resulted in a 
significant score line.  Goals came from Noah 
Holmes, Marcus King, Michael Curtin x2,  
Henry Robinson and Ejiroghene Efemini  
with a hat-trick and a MOM display.

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Badminton

This week, Tessa Ani Joseph competed 
in the under 13s Hertfordshire restricted 
badminton tournament and won gold in the 
girls singles. This is a great achievement 
and we are sure there will be even more 
badminton triumphs in future years.



Inter Faith Week 2021 this year took take place 
from Sunday 14th - Sunday 21 November. Each 
year, Inter Faith Week begins on Remembrance 
Sunday, and runs until the following Sunday. 
Remembrance Sunday was chosen as a start 
day to encourage people to remember together 
the contributions of all faiths and none, and to 
consider how best to create a just, peaceful, and 
harmonious world.

Last week many departments joined in 
celebrating Inter Faith Week, tweaking lessons 
to highlight common threads between religions 
and increasing the pupils understanding of other 
main religions such as Islam, Judaism, Sikhism 
and Hinduism.

In DT, Year 7 and 8 classes made their own 
Jewish mezuzahs. These are nailed to every 
Jewish doorpost and contains the Jewish 
Shema prayer, declaring that God is ‘One’.

The Maths department completed Islamic art 
displays designed to support the use of simple 
maths and geometry in the tradition of Islamic 
design.

In Geography, their lessons focused on links 
between geographical concepts (globalisation) 
and skills (map work) with the spread of 
different faiths around the world.

In English Year’s 9 & 10 reflected on the lives of 
Admira Ismic and Bosko Brckic and reflected 
on how religion can divide us, much like the 
division between Romeo and Juliet’s families, 
the Montagues and The Capulets. In Years 7 & 
8 they studied the life of Malala and Islam and 
how she fights for girl’s right to an education.

Walking around the science block pupils would 
have seen posters about scientists of different 
faiths, in business lessons, famous business 
people and their faiths were discussed.  

In PE lessons examples of sports people with 
varying faiths were shared and how their 
religious beliefs can impact on their sporting 
lives.

Year 10 music students looked at the Sikh 
festival of Vaisakhi and the use of Indian 
instruments in the Sikh celebrations.

Y12 Health and social care students made 
posters about promoting diversity and 
individuals’ beliefs in care homes and hospitals, 
researching in particular, how the carers can 
promote diversity for individuals requiring care 
who have faith. 

In Social sciences, as part of their curriculum, 
they learn about different faiths and so this was 
mapped within their learning programme.

In Creativity, students reflected on the factors 
affecting their identity and how their faith is 
an important part of their identity. They then 
watched a video featuring young Muslim 
speakers who reflected on their pride in their 
religion and how it feels when they hear 
people misunderstand their religion. Finally, 
students were asked to reflect on ways that 
communication could be improved between 
peoples of different faiths to reduce religious 
discrimination.

In RE, some KS3 classes learnt about 
the festival of Diwali, which is celebrated 
by people of different faiths, including 
many Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, Muslims, and 
Buddhists. The whole of Year 10 took part 
in a question and answer session with a 
Reformed Jew and were able to ask about 
her Jewish beliefs and practices and Year 
8 also had a visiting speaker who shared 
her experience of how being a Muslim 
impacts upon her life. Both year groups 
really enjoyed speaking to people who 
live out these faiths and it was a great 
opportunity for them to develop their 
learning beyond the classroom. Both 
visiting speakers were not only impressed 
with the behaviour of our students, but 
also with their subject knowledge and 
thought-provoking questions – a big well 
done to both year groups!

A packed week of Inter Faith activities, 
strengthening the pupils’ awareness of 
different faiths communities in the UK!

Mrs Bullock

INTER FAITH WEEK 2021
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THE NEW SCHOOL DAY FROM 30th NOVEMBER 2021

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

8:30-8:45
Registration

8:30-8:45
Registration

8:30-8:45
Registration

8:30-8:45
Registration

8:30-8:45
Registration

8:45-9:45
Period 1

8:45-9:45
Period 1

8:45-9:45
Period 1

8:45-9:45
Period 1

8:45-9:45
Period 1

9:45-11:05
Period 2 & Break            

(2 breaks)

9:45-11:05
Period 2 & Break            

(2 breaks)

9:45-11:05
Period 2 & Break            

(2 breaks)

9:45-11:05
Period 2 & Break            

(2 breaks)

9:45-11:05
Period 2 & Break            

(2 breaks)

11:05-12:05
Period 3

11:05-12:05
Period 3

11:05-12:05
Period 3

11:05-12:05
Period 3

11:05-12:05
Period 3

12:05-13:35
Period 4 & Lunch

12:05-13:35
Period 4 & Lunch

12:05-13:35
Period 4 & Lunch

12:05-13:35
Period 4 & Lunch

12:05-13:35
Period 4 & Lunch

13:35-14:35
Period 5

13:35-14:35
Period 5

13:35-14:35
Period 5

13:35-14:35
Period 5

13:35-14:30
Period 5

14:35-15:10
PSHCE

14:35-15:10
4 strands

14:35-15:10
PSHCE / Form 

time

14:35-15:10
4 strands

14:30
End of school day

THIS WEEKS DATES FOR PARENTS

Grief Awareness Week

Tuesday 30th Nov Last day of Movember

Thursday 2 Dec 8.30am

4.30pm

Flu Jabs for Years 10 & 11 in the Gym

Year 8 Positive Parental Engagement Coffee Morning

VIRTUAL Year 13 Parents Consultation Evening

Year 7:  Christmas biscuits
Year 8:  Christmas cakes and puddings
Year 9:   Christmas savouries
Year 10:   Christmas drinks
Year 11:  Christmas Chocolates
Sixth Form:  Christmas Trimmings 
 (crackers, decorations, 
 napkins/tableware, 
 mugs, stocking fillers)

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN SCHOOL

APPEAL

COLLECTION WEEK: 
Monday 6th - Friday 10th December

mailto:admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk

