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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

It was surprising that the roof on the Pavilion 
failed and the company are investigating the 
issue; they are remedying the problem so that 
it does not occur in future. We have repaired 
the heating system and full catering is now 
available. I hope the remainder of the term runs 
more smoothly.

You will have noted that our Covid restrictions 
have been reduced and that the wearing of 
face coverings is no longer compulsory. We 
will keep the rates of infection under review 
and may reintroduce universal face coverings 
if necessary. My thanks to you all for your 
cooperation on wearing face coverings for the 
past five months, your actions have spared 
many from infection and maintained our ability 
to run the school as normally as is possible in 
the current circumstances.

There is a great deal planned for the coming 
months and we will be rescheduling some of 
the events that have been postponed earlier in 
the year. These events will include Presentation 
Evening, KiSS Week, musical celebrations and 
a number of other celebrations; updates will be 
posted in this newsletter.

Finally, we value your input and views. These are 
collected in many ways, but most obviously in 
the parent surveys undertaken during Parents 
Evenings. The most recent survey was for Year 
12 parents and I have included some information 
and responses on the next page.  
The overwhelming message from the surveys 
is that you are happy with our efforts to 
support you in your role as prime educators. 
Thank you, we will continue to act on your 
recommendations and explain, where 
appropriate, when we cannot implement any 
changes you may hope are useful. I will be 
covering the responses from previous surveys 
later in the term.

Prayer- from Saint John Henry Newman
Dear Jesus,
Help me to spread Your fragrance everywhere I go.
Flood my soul with Your spirit and life.
Penetrate and possess my whole being so utterly,
that my life may only be a radiance of Yours.
Shine through me, and be so in me that every soul I 
come in
contact with may feel Your presence in my soul.
Let them look up and see no longer me but only Jesus!
Stay with me and then I shall begin to shine as You 
shine,
so to shine as to be a light to others; The light, O Jesus 
will be
all from You; none of it will be mine
It will be you shining on others through me.
Amen.
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us
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Enjoy the weekend and better weather, 
God bless,
Mr Mathew

My thanks for your support and understanding during the last week. It has been a very difficult 
return to school and symptomatic of the poor state of our buildings. Fortunately the current 
building programme, valued at approximately seventeen million pounds, will remedy many of the 
problems and the first phase remains on schedule for the start of the new academic year. I have 
enclosed some pictures below. 



We were delighted that 93% of responses 
would recommend the school to other 
parents, 87% of you feel that the school 
supports the wellbeing and wider personal 
development of your son/daughter, 92% say 
that your son/daughter is happy in the Sixth 
Form, and 94% of you feel that the school 
keeps you well informed about your son/
daughter’s progress through Go4Schools, 
Newsletters, Parents’ Evening, Reports 
and information shared at Parent Support 
Evenings. 

It is always lovely to read the positive 
comments, so thank you for taking the time 
to include these. Thank you, also, for the 
questions raised. As the questionnaire is 
anonymous, we cannot respond individually, 
but have answered some of the questions 
raised below. 

Comments:

The question on leadership opportunities is a 
strange one because no opportunities have 
presented themselves and I’m also not quite 
sure what you mean. I could hazard a guess 
from what my son does but it might be worth 
looking at this.  

Response - All Year 12 students signed up for 
Leadership opportunities at the start of the 
year from the list shown below. In addition 
to this, all Year 12 students took on the 
Leadership role of Year 7 Mentor. All students 
met with their mentee at least once before we 
had to stop this, along with many of the other 
roles, due to Covid regulations. As soon as we 
are allowed to mix year group bubbles again, 
the leadership roles will resume.  

Opportunities - Peer Assisted Learning, 
Member of Parliament, Wellbeing 
Ambassador, Creativity Mentor, Voice mentor, 
EDI Working Party, SDVP group, Duke of 
Edinburgh Leader, Spiritual Life Leader, 
PSHCE Mentor, KiSS Rep.  

One area I do think could be enhanced is the 
provision of opportunity in the timetable for 
work experience and more emphasis placed 
on University preparation and careers. I feel 
this is lacking in general. 

Response - The Employability Strand, for 
all Year 12 students, runs every Tuesday 
afternoon. The strand focusses on eight skills 
which are aimed at preparing students for the 
future world of work and further education. 
The eight strands are - communication, 
confidence, problem solving, initiative, 
organization, financial capability, resilience and 
team work.  

The sessions also focus on CV and Cover 
Letter writing, Job Interviews, Work 
Experience, Apprenticeships and The Wider 
World of Work. All students are expected 

to partake in work experience at some point 
during their Sixth Form journey, and a large 
number of students have already done so. 
Opportunities have been offered via the Sixth 
Form newsletters, the careers section of the 
school website, Form tutors and SMHW. 
Further guidance on how to secure a work 
experience placement will be given during the 
employability strand sessions.  

Our Careers Lead, Mrs Brown, works closely 
with the Sixth Form Team to help prepare 
students for the next stage of their journey 
beyond Year 13. Students are welcome to 
book a 1:2:1 careers meeting with her to 
explore options.

In March, Year 12 are attending The National 
Apprenticeship and Higher Education Show, 
and next term, Year 12 students will be given 
support with the UCAS application process 
via a series of workshops. In June, students 
will take part in a Careers Day with external 
providers, and parents will be invited to our 
annual Future Pathways evening talk.  

Regarding the parent consultation evenings, 
would it be possible to have these over 2 
nights to cater for all parents. There were 
only 30 slots available for each subject 
and there are many more students than 
this for most subject areas. We appreciate 
that consultation evenings add to teachers’ 
workloads. However, we were advised to 
contact teachers individually as we were 
unable to book any slots and they have 
responded by email, so this has added to their 
work load anyway, but in a more piecemeal 
way. 

Response - We appreciate the frustrations 
in not being able to book appointments with 
teachers. Unfortunately, we do not have the 
capacity to offer additional evenings due to 
the regulations covering Teachers’ Pay and 
Conditions. Our staff are incredibly generous 
with their time and do far more hours than 
they are contracted to do. Consequently, while 
we cannot direct teachers to work additional 
hours, many wish to supply feedback 
informally to parents, because they know how 
valuable this feedback is. Teachers are always 
available, via email, to respond to questions 
regarding your son or daughter’s progress, 
or over the phone if additional information 
is required during the school day, if teachers 
are not teaching. Parents can also access Go 
4 Schools and edulink, during the majority of 
the year, which gives an overview of progress 
in individual subjects and more frequent 
updates.

 

My thanks to Mrs Davies and everyone who 
filled in the survey.

From Mrs Davies, RE- Year 12 Parents Survey Responses.



THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

ADVANCED INFORMATION LIST

GCSE Edexcel Maths

GCSE Edexcel Statistics

GCSE French 

GCSE Spanish

GCSE Geography

GCSE PE

GCSE Dance

GCSE Religious Studies 

GCSE Design Technology

GCSE Biology

GCSE Chemistry

GCSE Physics

GCSE Trilogy Combined Science

GCSE Art and Graphics

GCSE Business

GCSE Drama

GCSE Citizenship Studies

GCSE English Language

GCSE English Literature - no advance 
information; the paper has been reduced and 
choices made

GCSE Music

GCSE Computer Science

GCSE History

GCSE Italian

GCSE Polish

GCSE Portuguese 

GCSE German

GCSE Arabic

OCR A Level Maths (A2), OCR AS Level Maths 
and OCR A2 Further maths

AQA Level 3 Maths Studies

Edexcel Level 3 Algebra

A Level Geography

A level PE

A level RE

AS RE

A level Biology

AS Biology

A Level Art

A-Level English Literature 

A level English Language & Literature

A level Computer Science

AS Computer Science

A level Sociology

AS Sociology

A Level Business

AS Business

A Level Drama & Theatre Studies

A Level Film Studies

A Level Politics

AS Politics

A Level Spanish

A Level French

A Level Economics

AS Economics 

A Level Psychology

AS Psychology

A Level Chemistry

AS Chemistry

A Level Physics

AS Physics

A Level History

AS History

GCSE ADVANCED INFORMATION A LEVEL AND AS ADVANCED 
INFORMATION

All links can also be accessed here: https://
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk/742/examinations

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/W73038_GCSE_Mathematics_1MA1_AN_Accessible_version_v2.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Statistics/2017/teaching-and-learning-materials/W73069_GCSE_Statistics_1ST0_AN_Accessible_version.pdf
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-8658-AI-22.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-8698-AI-22.PDF
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/geography-a-geographical-themes-j383-from-2016/changes-for-2022/
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-8582-AI-22.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-8236-AI-22.PDF
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/religious-studies-a/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/W73058_GCSE_Religious_Studies_A_1RA0_AN_Accessible_version.pdf
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-8552-AI-22.PDF
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/changes-for-2022
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462/changes-for-2022
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463/changes-for-2022
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/changes-for-2022
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/art-and-design-2016/summer-2022-support.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/teaching-and-learning-materials/W50843_GCSE_Business_1BS0_AN_Accessible_version.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Drama/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/W54680_GCSE_Drama_1DR0_AN_Accessible_version.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Citizenship%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/W54071_GCSE_Citizenship_Studies_1CS0_AN_Accessible_version.pdf
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700/changes-for-2022
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/changes-for-2022
https://www.ocr.org.uk/images/J536%20GCSE%20Music%20Advance%20Information_Jun2022.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/images/J277%20GCSE%20Computer%20Science%20Advance%20Information_Jun2022.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016/summer-2022-support.html
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/italian-8633/changes-for-2022
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/polish-8688/changes-for-2022
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Portuguese/2018/Teaching-and-learning-materials/W73047_GCSE_Portuguese_1PG0_AN_Accessible_Version.pdf
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/german-8668/changes-for-2022
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Arabic/2017/Teaching-and-learning-materials/W73019_GCSE_Arabic_1AA0_AN_Accessible_version.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/2022-advance-information/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/2022-advance-information/
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-1350-AI-22.PDF
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Edexcel-Awards-in-mathematics/Algebra/2012/Teaching-and-learning-materials/W73339_Edexcel_Award_Algebra_AAL_AN_Accessible_version.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016/summer-2022-support.html
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-7582-AI-22.PDF
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/W73116_GCE_A_Religious_Studies_9RS0_AN_Accessible_version.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/W73159_GCE_AS_Religious_Studies_8RS0_AN_Accessible_version.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/biology-b/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/W73105_GCE_A_Biology_B_9BI0_AN_Accessible_Version.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/biology-b/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/W73122_GCE_AS_Biology_B_8BI0_AN_Accessible_version.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/art-and-design-2015/summer-2022-support.html
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-literature-a-7711-7712/changes-for-2022
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-language-and-literature-2015/summer-2022-support.html
https://www.ocr.org.uk/images/H446%20A%20Level%20Computer%20Science%20Advance%20Information_Jun2022.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/images/H046%20AS%20Level%20Computer%20Science%20Advance%20Information_Jun2022.pdf
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-7192-AI-22.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-7191-AI-22.PDF
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Business%20Studies/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/W73107_GCE_A_Business_9BS0_AN_Accessible_version.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Business%20Studies/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/W73124_GCE_AS_Business_8BS0_AN_Accessible_Version.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Drama-and-Theatre/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/W73029_GCE_A_Drama_&_Theatre_9DR0_AN_Accessible_version.pdf
https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/vtc/2021-22/Advance%20info/Eduqas/WJEC%20Eduqas%20GCE%20A%20Level%20Film%20Studies%20Advance%20Information%202022.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Politics/2017/Teaching%20and%20learning%20materials/W73113_GCE_A_Politics_9PL0_AN_Accessible_version.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Politics/2017/Teaching%20and%20learning%20materials/W73135_GCE_AS_Politics_8PL0_AN_Accessible_version.pdf
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-7692-AI-22.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-7652-AI-22.PDF
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Economics/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/W73034_GCE_A_Economics_A_9EC0_AN_16_February_2022.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Economics/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/W73126_GCE_AS_Economics_A_8EC0_AN_16_February_2022.pdf
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-7182-AI-22.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-7181-AI-22.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-7405-AI-22.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-7404-AI-22.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-7408-AI-22.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-7407-AI-22.PDF
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level/history-7041-7042/changes-for-2022
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level/history-7041-7042/changes-for-2022
https://www.jhn.herts.sch.uk/742/examinations
https://www.jhn.herts.sch.uk/742/examinations


The NSPCC has a substantial leaflet on Positive Parenting, and I want to share the relevant 
contents of this with you over the next few weeks. 

Positive parenting uses techniques that work well for every child. These techniques will help you 
build and strengthen your relationship with your child, leading to them being happier, along with 
less stress for you.  The first section of the NSPCC leaflet is about: 

Understanding your child’s needs 

School-age children are constantly learning and exploring their world. They may have lots of 
questions as they start to form their own views on issues. As they move towards being more 
independent they may seem to push boundaries and become more challenging. This is a necessary 
part of growing up.  As children continue to develop their own identities in their teenage years, 
they might become more challenging – sometimes seeming ‘moody’ or withdrawn, or not as 
talkative and open as their parents would like. They might be more inclined to disagree with their 
parents, or choose different views. Friends (and celebrities) will become a bigger influence and 
your child may not always do what you would like. 

Children’s needs and behaviours change as they get older, and understanding these needs will help 
you better understand your child.  

Setting boundaries 

All children need love, guidance and to have rules and boundaries. Rules and boundaries help 
families to understand how to behave towards each other, and what’s okay and not okay.   
But the best way to go about this will vary based on your child’s age and stage of development.  
All children are different and develop and reach milestones at different rates. 

• Keep guidance simple and consistent.  

• If your child is behaving in a way you don’t want them to, clearly explain what you want them 
to do instead.  

• Be available and make time for your child, so they will come to you when they feel something is 
wrong or they are upset. 

• Keep talking and listening to your child even if at times it feels like a challenge. Start listening 
from a very early age and set a pattern for life.  

• Review family rules as your child gets older and recognise the different needs of children living 
at home. For example, you shouldn’t expect the same from your 12-year-old as you would from 
your four-year-old.  

• Get support from friends and try any good ideas they have found helpful. 

• Be willing and give your child opportunities to show they can be trusted.  

• Avoid criticism wherever possible. If your child has done something wrong, explain that it is the 
action and not them that you’re unhappy with.  

• Try to avoid getting trapped in petty arguments. There are rarely any winners!  

• Consider ways to negotiate or offer choices as your child gets older. 

Next week we’ll look at rewards and discipline. In the meantime, if you want more help: 

Family Lives provides help and support on all aspects of parenting and family life, and runs 
Parentline. 0808 800 2222 familylives.org.uk 

The trained experts at the NSPCC helpline can listen to any worries you have about looking after 
your child, or any tough decisions you’re facing.  Call 0808 800 5000, Email help@nspcc.org.uk,  
or talk to the NSPCC online at nspcc.org.uk/help 

Contact the your child’s Learning Coordinator or Miss Scouller at school if you would like to be 
signposted to a parenting course. 

SAFEGUARDING - Positive Parenting

https://www.familylives.org.uk/
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
nspcc.org.uk/help


Basketball

Please see attached flyer for girls basketball 
sessions

URGENT announcement for County Level 
swimmers:

The Herts Schools’ Secondary Inter District 
Gala will take place at Watford Leisure Centre, 
Woodside, Horseshoe Lane, Watford, Herts 
WD25 7HH on Friday, 25 March 2022, starting 
at 7.30pm (warm up 7.00pm). In order to 
select a team to represent North Hertfordshire 
in this gala, I ask that any interested swimmers 
see Mrs Tembey on Monday to receive a letter. 
Alternatively, please do feel free to email me 
and I can email you the letter.  The deadline for 
this is March 2nd therefore a quick response is 
required.

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

This week saw 20 members of staff have their 
first session of self-defence training. Each staff 
member will be qualified to deliver this to other 
staff and studens within the school during PE 
lessons or Enrichment sessions. We cannot 
wait to deliver this extremely important skill! 
Thanks to our trainers Ian and Martyna for 
coming in to deliver.

Self-defence training
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NOTICES

THIS WEEKS DATES FOR PARENTS
Year 11 Mock Exams continue

Fair Trade fortnight continues

Tuesday 1 March Zero Discrimination Day

Wednesday 2 March All Day
Ash Wednesday Services –  
see published timetable

Thursday 3 March
4.30pm

7.30pm

VIRTUAL Year 8 N Side Parents 
Consultation Evening
JHN Association Meeting in the Library

Friday 4 March World Book Day

CURRENT 
VACANCIES
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/
view,learning-support-assistant_70824.htm

Creativity Competition no. 2

Thank you and well done to 
everyone who took part in the 
first creativity competition 
of the academic year. We 
are pleased to announce the 
second Creativity challenge of 
the term: a wordsearch with a 
twist!

If your son/ daughter wants 
to take part, please print out 
the competition sheet posted 
on SMHW and hand in to 
the creativity competition 
box outside the staff room 
by Friday 11th March . All 
successful responses will be 
awarded Newman points and 
participants will be entered 
into a draw to win a prize 
at the end of this half term. 
A new competition will be 
posted on SMHW every two 
weeks. Good luck! Please 
contact Ms Cummins for further 
information (cumminsk@jhn.
herts.sch.uk).

As mentioned in a previous newsletter, the Geography 
department launched their first house competition -  
the Antarctica Day Flag design. 

Our winner this year is Francesa Sciangula in 10MW,  
who created an excellent flag which has finally arrived in 
Antarctica with scientists 
from the UK Polar 
Network! 

Congratulations to 
Francesca and MW 
house for winning 
the first Geography 
competition! 

Thursday 3rd March 2021

mailto:admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,learning-support-assistant_70824.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,learning-support-assistant_70824.htm

