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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

I am very pleased to share with you some good 
news, particularly in a week when the media 
covered “Blue” Monday.
Late last Friday we received the news that our 
school has been awarded the Well-being kite 
mark. This is in recognition of the work that 
the school has been undertaking with parents, 
pupils, students and staff over the last year. To 
put this achievement into context, the report 
which was submitted in order to achieve the 
award, was over 120 pages in length.
My thanks to Mrs Howard, Miss Ince, Mrs Lawn, 
Miss Scouller and to all of the staff involved 
in preparing the bid and undertaking the 
work over the past year. The well-being team 
however, wanted to make it very clear that 
the award could only have been achieved 
with the hard work, support and investment 
of everybody. So well done to everybody 
and thank you. It means that our plans going 
forward, to support everybody’s well-being, 
can be confidently pursued. One good example 
of this work is the “Self Harm” workshop for 
parents whch took place last Monday. We are 
planning an event for parents on “Anxiety” that 
will take place in the first week of February, 
details to follow.
You may have noted that a new animation 
has been made available to support Marcus 
Rashford, the Manchester United footballer, in 
his efforts to remove child poverty. We are very 
pleased to say that the creator of the animation, 
Lisa Stickley, is a former student of the school. 
It is really pleasing to see how former students 
have gone on to be successful in their chosen 
career. If you are aware of any other members 
of our alumni who are being successful in their 
chosen careers and what to share their success, 
do please let us know. We are always looking for 
new faces to join our Hall of Fame.
Finally, on the good news front. We are now 
working with all of our feeder primary schools 
and our parishes, to develop some resources for 
Lent. All of the schools are working on one of 
the “Stations of the Cross” and these reflections 
will be made available on the school websites 
and on our local parishes’ websites. We are 
very aware that while churches are closed, it 
may mean that our community can become 
fragmented. We are therefore very keen to 
create a virtual community, which would include 
pupils, students, parents and parishes. Do look 
out for the resources. I am sure that they will be 
an excellent way for us all to join together and 
to spend some time preparing for the holy feast 
of Easter. My thanks to Father Norbert, Dean 
of Stevenage, who is supporting us with this 
venture. If you have any suggestions on how 
we can bring our wider Catholic community 
together, do please pass them to us and we 
will do our best to accommodate them.  

My thanks to all the primary schools and to 
Nicholas Breakspear who have joined us in this 
venture.
My thanks to all of you for your help over the 
last week in helping pupils and students to put 
their cameras on. The staff have said that it has 
made a significant difference to the levels of 
engagement, energy, quality and progress that 
the lessons have been able to achieve, so thank 
you for your support. I know there are some 
cases where it is not appropriate or possible for 
cameras to be on and that is understandable, 
but the more children we have engaged in the 
lessons face-to-face, the better the atmosphere 
of the lesson for all. Do please ensure that when 
possible your children have their cameras on.
We are awaiting the outcome of the 
Government’s consultation on how teacher 
assessed grades will be moderated and 
assessed. As I mentioned last week as soon as 
we have the information we will share it with 
you. 
The media continues to speculate about the 
reopening of schools and we continue to 
monitor the situation. The Government are very 
clear that it is a priority to open schools as 
soon as is possible and that is it our preferred 
position as well. They have now said that we 
will receive two weeks notice. That said, it 
does look likely that the school closure will 
continue after the half term break, so we are 
currently reviewing our provision and how best 
we could improve it. Any thoughts, comments, 
suggestions or positive feedback would be 
greatly appreciated by the staff. It is very 
difficult to get the balance right for every family, 
we have just over a thousand families in the 
school. The most recent request from some 
families, has been for fewer live lessons as some 
of our pupils do not have sufficient time to 
pursue their independent studies. We will do our 
best to help everyone.
We have three more weeks to the half term 
break, the school will not be open over the half 
term, and we will continue to ensure that the 
provision we provide over the coming weeks is 
of the highest quality. We know that the current 
situation is far from ideal and we like you, pray 
for a return to school for all.

Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

I wish you all an enjoyable weekend God bless, 
Mr Mathew.

Prayer
O Lord,
Forgive what I have been,
Bless what I am,
And direct what I shall be. Amen
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To our Friends at St John Henry Newman School, 
 

  
 
Christmas Gift Bags for YMCA Residents  
 
I write to express my thanks to all of you for your generosity in giving your time and 
love to making so many fabulous gift bags for the men and women who spent 
Christmas in our Welwyn Hostel. This Christmas has been particularly hard for so 
many of them as they have been unable to see loved ones. 
 
Our Residents come to stay with us for a variety of reasons. Some may have 
experienced relationship breakdown, others might have poor mental health or 
addictions. Others have lost their jobs and are looking for work. We welcome them 
and provide support and care to help them get back on their feet and live 
independently again.  
 
An unexpected gift coming from a stranger is a sign to them that they are valuable 
and remembered. Your kindness is also a sign that God has not forgotten their 
situation and is still active in the world today through His people. One resident said 
to us ‘What? Really, is this for me?  Thank you!’ Many other residents have expressed 
joy at receiving their gifts and the difference it has made to their Christmas. 
 
We too as a Chaplaincy team, as providers of spiritual and pastoral care to our 
residents are blessed and encouraged by your practical and prayerful support to us. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
Matt Penny 
Lead Chaplain, OneYMCA 



Our Priest Chaplain, Father Philip has a very 
long association with our school, here is just 
some of his story.

“When called to serve as parish priest at St 
Thomas More Knebworth in the closing of 
1986, I was asked to have an overview of the 
schools St Michaels on their split site and St 
Angela’s. At the time of the amalgamation 
Mr Nash was the Headteacher.  Following 
Mr Nash, I was here to welcome Mr Kelly 
and strangely enough was still here when Mr 
Kelly retired.

Following my silver jubilee and moving on 
from St Thomas More in 2001, I was given 
sometime for a sabbatical year.  I was then 
appointed to St Mary Magdalen Whetstone 
and chaplain to the North London Hospice, 
where I served for six years prior to 
unfortunately suffering a stroke in 2008 in 
the Holy Land whilst on pilgrimage.  

Whist convalescing I visited our school 
and was asked if I would like to return as 
Chaplain which I accepted and was here 
to welcome Mr Mathew as he took up his 
appointment as Head in 2012, having been 
a deputy in the school since 2006.  I find 
myself here amongst wonderful people 
young and those slightly older, who still 
teach me the wonder of their vocation of 
teaching.

There are so many highlights, celebrations 
and memories too of fondly remembered 
colleagues.   My pilgrimages to the Holy 
Land remain one of my highlights of my time 
at Saint John Henry Newman School, as was 
the trip to the Canonisation of St John Henry 
Newman in October 2019.

There have been so many memorable 
occasions and not enough time to mention 
them all, but the jazz concerts, pantomimes, 
Christmas and summer concerts, Kiss Week 
activities not forgetting the dancing too.  
The garden, meditation prayer services, the 
joy of our Masses and above all the gift of 
the Blessed Sacrament being held in our 
chapel.

I am reminded of a hymn for my fortieth 
anniversary of priesthood….

“……..Will you let me be your servant.  When you 
laugh I’ll laugh with you too…when I weep I’ll 
weep with you…………..”

Saint John Henry Newman is my community 
with the amazing and talented students and 
young people and my other family my parish.

Thank you to the whole community.

Father Philip.”

My thanks to Father Philip for all that he 
does for our community and for the manner 
in which he does it. God bless him.

FATHER PHILIP LAW, PRIEST CHAPLAIN

MEET THE TEAM
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FAKE NEWS

At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and educators with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online 
safety with their children, should they feel it is needed. Please visit nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults. 

What you n�d to know about ...

WHAT IS
FAKE NEWS

OUR EXPERT
Parven Kaur

Parven Kaur is a social media 
expert and digital media 
consultant who is passionate 
about improving digital 
literacy for parents and 
children. She has extensive 
experience in the social media 
arena and is the founder of 
Kids N Clicks: a web resource 
that helps parents and children 
thrive in a digital world. 

SPOT THE SIGNSKNOW THE RISKS

Fake news can be false 
information, photos or videos 
purposefully created to confuse 
or misinform. It can also be 
genuine information that has 
been manipulated to deceive. It 
is important that children learn 
how to distinguish between real 
news and fake news, so that they 
don’t inadvertently share 
something which isn’t true or 
believe something which could 
be misleading.

CONSIDER THE SOURCE
Fake news stories can sometimes be identified 
simply because they are too ridiculous or 
outrageous to believe. Make sure that the website 
that published the story is a credible source, like a 
major news network or local paper which has 
the resources to fact-check published stories. 

CHECK THE URL
Does the website address at the top of the page 
look real? An easy way to spot suspect stories is if 
they’re located on a news site with an odd domain 
name. So check the URL. Some shady websites try 
to incorporate a legitimate news source into 
their URL (such as www.therealbbc.co.uk) 
or will slightly misspell a popular domain 
name.

VERIFY FACTS AND IMAGES
Authentic news is usually backed up by o�cial 
data or surveys and previous, similar instances 
of the occurrence being reported. Similarly, fake 
news stories often include photos which have 
been manipulated. Perform a Google reverse 
image search to see if the picture has been 
stolen from another source and doctored.

SHOCK VALUE
Fake news can cause upset or shock to readers or viewers. Many 
fake news stories are written with appealing headlines and have 
content designed to create ‘shock value’, so the news spreads 
rapidly (common examples include the ‘death’ of a celebrity, 
company giveaways, news relating to supernatural events, or 
terror-related posts that provoke reactions). 

EMBARRASSMENT
Fake news is often deliberately created to misinform people – 
whether for fun, out of malice or to support an ideological or 
political agenda. As it’s often di�cult to tell the di�erence, young 
people can easily believe what they see and then share something 
which is a hoax or a joke, leading to embarrassment or ridicule.

INFLUENCE BEHAVIOUR
Ultimately, fake news is designed to shape people’s beliefs, 
thoughts and decisions: influencing them into believing 
something which has been misreported or which simply isn’t 
true. This can shape how children think, behave or act in real life. 
It can especially a�ect their trust in the media or even in 
democracy itself.

RESEARCH THE WEBSITE
Be wary when a big story comes from a news 
organisation that you’ve never heard of. Some 
hoaxers will quickly set up a website just to 
spread fake stories and so-called ‘breaking 
news’. Use the internet archive to research how 
long a site has been running – and 
check if the same story is being 
reported by more credible news outlets. 

REPORT THE CONTENT

PROVIDE REASSURANCE
If your child feels as though they have been negatively 
impacted by a fake news story, or has su�ered some form of 
embarrassment because of fake news, it’s important to be 
supportive and reassuring. Discuss with them how not 
everything that’s posted online is true.

Google and many social media platforms now have dedicated 
methods for fake news stories to be reported to them. This can 
range from sending a feedback message to Google via the page 
itself to the ‘Report Post’ buttons on Facebook and Twitter.

IMPROVE THEIR DIGITAL LITERACY
If your child has been tricked by a fake news story, try to 
encourage them to think more rationally about what they see 
and hear on the internet. Advise them to question the motivation 
behind a story – such as why it’s been written, and if it’s trying to 
make them form a specific opinion or influence their actions.

Brought to you by

www.nationalonlinesafety.com
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ARE ALIENS
HARVESTING
OUR WIFI?!

Supposed footage of alien craft


